Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



■, Google 



« 



f.i /Co 






r, Google- 



r, Google 



ir, Google 



ir, Google 



SERMONS 



lEAN-BAPTISTE MASSILLON, ii-w3 _ 

IISHOF OF (XEKMONT. 



THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 

SELECTED AND TRA16LATED 

BY WILLIAM DICKSONi 

ANO 

DEDICATED, BY PERMUS|ON, 

HEK ORAO « 

THE DUTCHESS OF BUCCLEUGH. 
COMPLETE IN TWO VOLOtOS. 



BROOKLYN: 
Mnrns n t. cikc, vob lom egmAD, and co. ■ooKwuni, 



-,,<.- 7=rir, Google 



'BX 



-,<.7=rir, Google 



TO HER GRACE 
TOE DUTCHESS OF BUCCLEUGH. 

MADAM, ' 

Ik confequence rf your permitting me to 
addrefs my TranflaBon of the following 
. Sermons to your Grace, the general appro- 
batictt will be fccured to at IcaA one part of 
my Publication. 

It is not your rank in the wcnrld* Maidam^ 
elevated as it is, wbich renders your pro- 
tediion of any part of the amiable Massil- 
loh's Works fo eminendy proper j it is your 
rank in the hearts of the good and virtuous, 
fuch as he was, who will unanimoufly ac- 
knov^ledge the propriety of the Dedication. 

• Were 



Were I at liberty to mention JnAances, 
within tiic fphere of my own knowledge, of « 
your GraceV Itufafuu^; ^ytd benevolence, 
the pleafure with which I feize this opportu- 
nity of ei^irefling m^ .vencfaticoi foi- yqCir 
chara<5ler, would be little wondered at ; nor 
would the finccrity be doubted, v^ith ^hich 
I fubfcribe myfelf, 

Madansr 

Your Grace's moft-re^^ul. 

And mod obedient fervant. 



TRANt 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACfc 

■ toiu ■ . 

PUBLIC. 



It ii equally proper for a TTanflaior. u For an Author, 
to give fome explanation (not apology, for Ttnelya gene- 
rous Public will require none, when the diffemination of 
^rtue H evidently the puq>ofe) of tlie prodaSioa which 
be obtrudes upon the public. 

This Tranflatibn was at firtt undertaken, merdy for the 
recreation, during iflacfs. bf the Tfanfiztor ; hn admin- 
tion of Maffillon'i abilities, increa&ng as be went on, he 
was induced to continue, far beyond hii firft intention ; 
that 'animation, ttiat unfiion; as D'Alembert Tayi, which 
Bowed ' from his pen on every firi>je&,' that gentle, yet 
feeling addrefs to the hearts of his hearers, end to which 
the moft indifTcrent could not rcfufe attention, firuck hltn 
lb Forcibly, that he could not refleS, without fuqirife, 
that no tranOation of his works had at yet appeared in 
Englifl). ImprelTed with a conviQion of their moral .ten- 
Jeney, be determined, in confequence of the approbation 
of itnne reTpe^ble clergymen, hi* friends, to publilh « 
feledion of fucb as, unconneSed with local or tempo- 
rary events in France, would, in bis opinion, be an ac- 
ceptable prefent to Chri&iani of every denomination. Me 
now offers the prefent volume to the public ; and fo im- 
pftffed ii he with a fcnfc of their merit, that he is con- 
vinced 
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vhiced that the wakaett, or the iiwceancf of the Tnmf. 
lition, can alone prevent » generou* Public From receiTiiig 
them lavounbl^i 

In the TnnflatitHi, he hn aadeiTOiiTed, a* nrach ai in 
him lay, to convey the meaning and fentimenii of hit 
Original ; in doing of which, he may perhaps be thought 
fometimea too literal ; but if the meaning be conveyed, 
furely the ern»- is on the fafeft Gde ; for many of ourtranf- 
lations, may with much more propriety be called parapbraTe* 
thui iranOationi ; and, {at leafl in the Tranflnor'i opinion), 
it is much better to erri in keeping rather too clofcly to 
the text, than by ftudioully avoiding the appearance of li* 
terality, to rendertbe fcnfe both obfcure and unintelligible. 
If the TranflaiOT be mifiaken, it is an error which in fn- 
ture may eafily be correaed j and this being his firft pub- 
lication,, he trulU that a generous Public will not caQiier a 
fubaltcni, becaufe he may not as yet be capable of dif- 
charging the duty of a general ofBcer. 

The Tranflator takes this opportunity of returning hit 
Kknowledgments to bis friends above mentioned, from 
whp£> advicf he has reaped many advantages. 
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LIFE 



MASSILLON: 



( ExiraSedfroM the Hijeourfi of tionfitiir Le Ma^qttii 
D'jiUmhrt, on his admjion into the Royal Academy 
0/ Paris.) 



JsAN-BAPTirrs Mawllon wu bora in Provehcic in tbh 
year 1663. His £uher "wtu a poor attorney of that iiw 
con&dnable place. The ' obfcuriiy oF bis. birth, which 
gives fe much lufire to the iplendour of hia perToiiEd iperitt 
flmuld nuke 1 cluef fealore in his panegyric ; aod it may 
be faid of him, as was faid of the illpftfioui Roman, who 
owed nothing to his aocefion, Videtur ex Ji natus : H« 
feeme^ to have produced hirofelf. 

He- entered the Oratoiy at feTenteen : The fuperion of. 
Maffillon foon fatr the fame which he would bring to tbnr 
coogT^ation. They deftined him to the pulpit; but. it 
wai from a principle of obedince alone, that he confemed 
to fecond their view* : He was the only one who did aH 
Ibivfee that future celebrity, by which his hnmiltty aiMl fail 
modefty were to he rewarded. 

The young Maflillon did every thing in bis power to 
■void that hme. He had already, while in the country, 
by onkr of hii Giperion, pronounced the funeral otatiom 
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of two Archbifhopi. Tbefe dircburfei, whicli were in* 
deed nothing but the attempts of a youth, but of a youth, 
who (hewed what he would pv d^y be, had the nofi briU 
liant fuccefs. The humole orator, alarmed at his growing 
reputation, and dreading, a^Ijefaid, the dxmon of' pride, 
rcfolvcd to efcape him for ever, hy fecluding bimfelf in 
the molt obfcure feti^af.'' Hcf i^eplirod <D'the Abbejr of 
Septfons, where the fame difcipline is obferved as at La 
Trappc ; Wd there he. took the habit, ■ ' , ; • - - 

During bis noviciate, the Cardinal dc Noaille3.4^dfe(fed 
to the Abbh of Septfons, whofe virtue he refpe^eil, a 
charge which he had j uft ' " pnbl i Died. The Abbe, more 
religious than eloquent, but preferving RUl at leaft fw 
fbbfc of bi> xo&fluinioo fonM xanaimdt Sif-love, wiBicfl 
lo return in anrwcr to th» Gardtna], Wbrthy; of .^bc chtige 
lie had .received. This office. he :cntrjiAcd, to Maffilloflt 
who feiUantM it with as much i^dineft ak fucoef&l Tltc 
Cardinal, aftoniflied itrecciving frotn that qnarferri al piece 
fo'we}! written, was dbt-alraid bf wounding f be ivahity i>f 
tlic Abbe of SeplFons, by ajking, who Was the authot of 
it ; when, the Abb£^s nien'tioniiig. .MaffiHon, the ,^Ut« 
immediately replied, that fuch talents were not in the lan- 
gnage t^ Scripfure, to remalu hid under' a' bulbri. He 
obliged the novice to qtik Hie- habit, and ccfuftie (hUt '<f 
the Oratory^ He phKcd bin in tUc feminary of St. Mag* 
lotre tn Paris, exhorting btm to cultivate the eloquence, of 
the pulpit, and promiOng to make hit fortune, which tbs 
young ofator confined to that of an apoltle; that is, to Jtks 
mere neceffaries of life, accbnpanied with ihc-nMft.,ext 
emplary Gmplicity. 

Hit firft Sermons produced thee'SieCl, wbiditiii fuperii 
•rs, and the Cardinal de N<ni]^j^ had fixefeeu. - Scarce^ 

bad 



had he fliewA liimfeir in (he' churches of Paris, than b* 
cclipred almoll at] ihofe who had Jhone in the fame fphne. 
He had declared th« be would not preach like them ; not 
from any prefumptuous fentiment of fuperioTitVi but from 
the jull and rational idea he had formed of Chndian elo- 
quence. He was .perfuaded, that if a nunil^er oftbegof* 
pel degradei bimfdf by circulating known truths id vuU 
gar language, be fails, on the other hand, in thinking to 
FCclaiiQt by profound argumentation, a multitude oi hear- 
«ts, who are by no means able to comprehend him ; that 
though all who hear bim may not have the advantage of 
education, yet all of them have a heart, at which the 
preacher ibould.aim; thatin the pulpit, man fbould be ex- 
hibited to bimfelf, nottofri^teuhimby the horror of the 
piQure, but to afflift him by its refembtanc^ ; ;(nd that if 
kis (ometimes ufeful to terrify an4 alarm bim, it isoftener 
profitable to draw forth thofe extatic te^n^ that are more 
efficacious than thofe of der^ir, , - 

Such was the plan that Ma^llon propofed to follow, and 
which he executed like a man who had coocei,ved it, t\m^ 
is, likeaman ofgeniu^. He excells in that property of an 
orator, which can alpae fuj^Iy all the reft ; in that elo^ 
quence, which goes direQly to the foul, which agitates, 
Wfthout convulfing; which alarms, withoiu appalling ; 
which. penetntcs, withont rending the heart. He fearchea 
out the hidden folds, in which the paf&ons lie enveloped ; 
thefe fecret fophifms, which blind and feduce. To com- 
bat and to deftroy. thefe fophifms, he baa io general only to 
unfold them : This he does with an un£Uon fo a9e3ionate 
and fo tender, that be allures. us rather than compels; and 
even when he Ibews us the pifiure of our vices, be inUr- 
cfti and delights us the molt.- His difiion, alwaj's fmooth 
aod elegant, and pure, ii every where marke^ with that 
. Vol. I, b Bobli 
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tK^ile fenpileky^, wlOtotK whi«H, tlln4 it MidWT ^odd tMU 
imt trje dMpienH ; d Airiptlc^tyv wMdi btidf tiiiwj hi 
M»lGlton, with the fW«et«ll aai aiiA tfCMildiing InnnonT', 
borrowed From thii bCKr ftddilioftri gntti ; but wk« «M1M 
pleaM the Ghana □! thii enchsntirtg ftylc, ir Mr etnf iaios^ 
that A» many beMittd fpriitg fron an exubtfOht -burets 
lod'tre pro^aced wkboat effbtt or ^in. It feiMtinM 
happen, indeed, th«t a few hraecortew* erc«p c tun, (44 
ther in the] exprcflton, id the tertn of the phrafo; or iM 
the affi!3ing;ineh>dyoF bf* ftyfe; fach iti&beuMciM, hoWw 
ever, my be catM h»pp7 ftnei, fof they ccBiplricJy p WVertf 
OS from fufpcSmg the fcaft degree df tabonr irt hiif eomp»- 
fitioiT. It wt« by this htppy negligence, thif MailtBWi 
gtined as tnany frieilds as auditors : Hfe Icfiew, that ihtf 
More an orator H intent upon gtia'mg adtniMion-, the Mi 
Aofe who -heBT hirtt an dirpofed to grant- ft * mi that tht* 
ambition is thetockon which fo tnany preachefs Have fplitf 
who being cntrufted, if one dare tfAis to expfeTa it, wMl 
the intereftt of the Deity, wiOi to mingle with them the 
inlignificatit interefU of their own vafiity. 1ft e'otnptfred 
tile ftudied elcnjooice of learned preachers to thoic flowers,* 
MiichgTow roluxuriarfttyatnongft-thecom, that are loreli)^ 
to the vicy^ but tioXions to (he corn. 

Maffillon reaped another advdHtigcf ftttm that betft.af£ 
feeing eh>quenre, which he itiade fo happf an ufe of.' 
As he (pofie the languitge of atl ttondttions, becaufe hi 
fpoke to the heart, all dcrcriptions o** men flocfced to hiJ 
fermons ; even unbelievers were eager to bear him ; they 
often found inftmCtion, when tbey«xj>e£{«d only amuf^> 
Rient, and returnedfometimes converted, when they thought 
they were only bellowing or wnh-hoMing their praife. Ma{^ 
(illon could dcfcend to the langiltgei which alane they 
would tiftCQ to. that of a philoTophy, apparCDtly human, 

but 

n,oii,7=rir,GOO^Ie 



Wi vbioli, £adiag atrei^ avowe iIo.iJm IitfwX M f^m 



U« i^iiapnfcfiU^ae^rc^wiKMwitlitbefcittl of ct<K 
i{iiews Im bad . culiirawd. Tite moownt lw-eaH««d<bt 
pulpit, he feeiDcd dwply impTcfled with tbe great tntht 
be WIS about to declare ; with c^-es caft down, a modell 
fat AolkAcd MT, widiojK on^ vi»knt fMotioiM, witJb iew 
•raai^afci, ^M-injaw ti ng all by aa a&&iig and ii»- 
]He£*p. voice, Itc amnDanicated to \iit beam* tht rcligiow 
fcatiinent wMch 3iit EKternal ippttnBBt annouaaed ; kc 
conunnKkd'tfaMpaofcuDd Ueaae, whid) is a higher coai» 
|4mkm » jdofDCnM, ifaas die sneft tumuUaeui plaudiu. 
He .appmed on dut ficat aad daagerous tboBtic, cfaall^ 
deraid-dr prideM of £nri Bit fiHt attempt wttuncom* 
Viooly-bdUiaat* ■hd.tlw axaadiua of hi* fir& di&ourle if 
«■■ «r dte aaAcr«ptocea of aodma eloqueaoc. Lewii 
3UV^ mtdifn intha KcntA of bis p«frer.aadf{krj'i he 
had been vi£lorious in every part ot.£nMpc; Jic wai 
adored by hit fubjcQi. iotoxicated with fame, and fur- 
AitM wMt kduflatio*. MafflUOR «b«ofe for bu teat that 
fiaflageiof JSeripture wleCh feemcd the leafi adapted lofurb 
A-;pn«(iCi " Blcffed are they wkp wasp;" aad Croa thu 
Met he tagxveyti sKCnDpliment titt mortt.nnv, and artful, 
and fliKf«nDt,.Mitjip|(eaKdMbedaEbMd by the gofpcl 
ilfelf, and fuch at an Apoftle might 1mt« ftiid. " fiiau" 
laid he, 'addreffingthe king, " if tbe world were to fpeak 
^ to ytnr Mifitiy frein ^dlia place, tt woaM not fay, Blef- 
-*• Jed jm A^ vha w«cp. - tiappy. laouM «t fay, that 
•• pTHMe-irfaD Jwtntvtfr fan^t but t« .coltqiicrj who Intb 
** 6ILedAbe anivAife witJi bit faipe ; who, in (he««Ufie of 
"M htg lad pfo^MTounign, bai eiqoy«il aU that s>en aA- 
" inire. 



n,o.i,7=rir, Google 



I* Eire or uAsiiLLOtr. 

" mirei the fplen Jour of conqneft) :tlK'Iov« of hit pMpk; 
" ihe eflecm of' bit enemiei, the wirdoroof his laws. BtK^ 
" Sire, the gofpel docs not /peak the language of the workL** 
The audience of Verfaillei, accuflomed at h was 'to3cui^ 
dalout and Boffuets, had never witnelTed an eloquence at 
once fo delicate and noble ; and accordingly, it excited in 
ibe congregation an involuntary movement of admir** 
tton. 

Our orator was atwayi fimi, bat always nfpe&tui, 
while he announced to his fovcreign, the will of Him wlw 
it the Judge of Kings ; he fulfilled the duty of the min- 
iilry, but he never exceeded it ; and the M<Hiarch, wb« 
perhaps retired from bit chapel diflatufied with Ibme other 
preachers, never left thereriDom of Maffitlon, witboot 
being dilTaiisfied with bimfelf. This the Prince wat hoib 
eft enough to confefs to Maffillon ; the greateft compli- 
ment be could pay him, but a comptitnent which many 
others before and after MafGllon never wiAed to obtain, 
hring more anxious to fend away a bearer enn^tured, thao 
a finner converted. 

Lewis XIV. died ; and the Regent, who honoarcd the 
talents of Maflillon, and defpifed hit enemies, named bin 
to the biOiopric of Cltrmont; be wanted, moreover, 
that the Court Ihould hear him once more, and engaged 
tiim to preach Ibme Lent frrmoni before ^e King, then of 
the age' of nine years, 

Tbefe fermoni compofed in left than three months, ate 
known by the name ol Petit Carime. TTiough they are 
not in the htgbeft degree finifhed, they are a true model of 
pulpit eloquence. Tte great fermont of the fame author 
may poflcfs more pathos and vehemence; but the elo- ' 
quence 
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^ueocc'of tfaeTets moreinfinuating and ddicite, and the 
Cbann FeTulting from them is enhanced by the importance 
df the fubjed, by the ineflimable value of thofe fimple af- 
feftidg leflbns, which being fitted to penetrate, at agreea- 
Uy as forcibly, the heart of the young Monarch, feem 
calculated to procure (he happiiwfs of millions, by ac- 
f^tuiiuing (he Pnnce with what was e»pe£led of him. 

■ The fanic year irf which thefe difcOurfei were pronounc- 
ed, MalSIIon wu admitted into the French academy. 
MalEIIon had jiill been made a faifhop; but no place at 
Court, no bulinefs, no pretence of any kind, could de- 
lain him at a diftance from his flock. He departed for 
Clermont, whence he never returned, but on account of 
mdirpen fable occafion*. and confequently very rarely. He 
gave ^1 hie attention to the happy people whcnn providence 
IkkI confided to his care. He benevolently dedicated to (he 
iaflru£tion of ttie poor, thofe fame talents, fo much efleem- 
cd by the great of this world, and preferred to the.Ioudap. 
I^aufes of the courtier, the fimple and eameft attention 
of an auditory, lefs brilliant, but more teachable. Per- 
haps the mod eloquent of his fermons are the conferen- 
ces he held with his curates. He preached to them t^e vir- 
tues of which he fet an elcample, difintercAednefs, fimpli. 
city, forgetftilnefs of himfelf, tbe aSive and prudent ear- 
neUnefs of an enlightened conviction, very difPerent from 
that fanaticifm which proves nothing but the blindnefs of 
zeal, and which makes the fincerity of it very doubtful. 
A wife moderation was indeed his predominant chara£lcr. 

- Deeply imprcfled with a fenfe of the true duties of hi* 
ifiaiion, Mafiillon fulfilled the principal fundion of a bifhop, 
that which attraOs loVe and iefpe£l from incredulity itfelf, 
tbe delightful exeVcife of humanity and benevolence. He 

fent, 
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«iM, ia the f|Me ^ two ywti, twcaiy {bouTini Jivm to 
be Hotd Din at Clenaont. His wbola levenue wu af 
the fcrvice of tbr poor. Hi* dioccfit retain the reinem^ 
bnace of hii benefiu, now after tftirty yatf, and bis memo-; 
fjr i» Aid bowMired by th« moft doqueiu of ^1 luoer^l orai 
. ttofti, the tcan of *d iHitHired ihouland people whom lua 
bount)r male bappy; 

Hw funeral oration 1w enjoyed in fais liff tiow. Wheo- 
ever he appetmd in the flretfts of Clermoot the people prof^ 
Uaicd ttienrelves beforehim, calling bin father, and to* 
vofcing btefCngs on bit bead. Among the iimoeiire ahn* 
which be beAowcd, there were fome a£ti of charity which 
lie carcffulJy concealed, not only to /pare the delicacy of 
imhappy individuabi who received tbeiOt but to relieve 
whole coDinuniticc from feeling* of inquietude, sod the 
Ceari which fuch ahsc du^ inrpire them with. 

Not only wai be liberal of his fortanc to the indigent, 
but be employed for them heBdei, with ai much «cal at 
fuccefs, both hi* interefi and his pen. Being a witneft, 
in his dioccfian vifitaliont, of the mifery under which the 
iahabitants of the country groaned, and his Feveaue a^t 
being fufficient to give bread to fuch a multitude of in. 
digcnt creatures, that implored it of bim, he -wsote 19 the 
Court in tbeir favour, and, by tlie energetic and a6e^ 
ing piSurc which he drew of their necelSiies, he «b> 
tained either a£lua1 contributions for them, or a conlideia- 
ble abatement of their taxes. I am alTured that his Irtieiv 
on this fubje£l are mailer-pieces of eloquence and pathos, 
fuperior even to the moft affsfUng a( his ienqont ; and 
what cmotiooit indeed, mud not the fpeClacle of hmtui*- 
natmre, (uflering and opprefTfxi, have excited in the virtu* 
MM aod compalEanate foul of Maflillra 1 

He 
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He died as Fenelon died, and as every biOiop ought, 
without wcaUb, and without debt. It was on the s8th 
September 174s, that the church and eloquence, aodbu* 
nanity fuflfered the iircpanble lofs. 

' A circutaftancewliich happened not ionjf ago, calculated 
to afied every .'bevE of Tenfibilky, pi«vct bow dear Ihe 
niemorj of Maflilion is, not only to the poor, whore tean 
he wiped away, but to a!I who knew him. Sonic years ago, 
a traveller palltng tBrough Ctermont wilhed to fee the 
countiy-houfe in which tbc prftlateufvd to fpend tbegmtcK ' 
put of the yeac, and be q^Hod to an ^d *icaiv who, lince 
the death of the bifhop, had never ventured to cttUFB ta 
that country-hour^, where he who inhabited was no longer 
to be found. He confemed'; fiowevrr, to graftfy tf^ detrre 
«F the traveller, nptwitbllanding^the profouadgrisf bet v 
peSed to fuScr, in reviliting a place fo dear to his remem- 
, •, btahce. They accordingly fet otit together, aitd the vicar 
pointed out eveiy parltcOUr pitcc to the ftrtngU. " Thne," 
fci4 be, with tears in.hin eyes, ",it the alley is which the 
" prelate iifed to walk with us— there is the arbor in wJiich 
"^e uftd to (it and read — fhis is' the garden he took plea- 
*■ Are in aultivating with bis own hand*." Tlleit they en- 
tered the boufc, and when they came to the room where 
Mainilon died, " this," faid the vicar, is the place where 
*• we loft -him:'' And as he pronounced thefc words, he 
feinted. The athes of Titus, or of Marcvs Aur:etii]S^ 
might have envied fuch a tribute of regard and aETeftioo* 
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SERMON I, 

ON SALVATION. 

John vii. 6. 
My time is not yet come ; but your time is always ready, 

X HE reproach wbicfa ig direSed by Jefus Chrilt. agaioft 
his reliitioni according to the flefh, who prefled him to (hew 
himfelf to the world and to go up to Jeruralem, ia order to 
acquire tbofe honours which were dua to hii great talenu, 
may, with propriety, be direCledagainfL the grcateft part o£ 
this audience. Tbe time which they give to their fortune, 
to their advancement, to their pleaTures, it always ready ; 
it is always time to labour towards the acquirement of wealth 
and glor}', and to fatisfy their paflioos : That is the time oE 
man : But the time of Jefus ChriH, that is to fay, the time 
oE working out their falvation, ia never ready j they delay, 
they put it off; tbey always e.xpe£l its arrival, and it nevw 
arrives. 

The (lighte& worldly interelli agitate them, and make 
them undertake every thing : For what is the world itfetl, 
whole deceitful ways they lollow, but an eternal agitation, 
where the palUons fet every thing in motion ; where tran- 
quility is the only plcafure unknown ; where cares are ho-^ 

Vol. I. C uoprahlc; 
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nourable ; where thofe who are at refl, think themlclTes 
unhappy ; where all is toil and affiiflion ot fpirit ; ia « 
word, where all are in motion, and ali are deceived ? Sure- 
\y, my brethren, when we fee men fo occupied, fo inter- 
efted, fo patient in iheir purfuits, we would fuppofe them 
labouring for everlalling ages, and for riches which ought 
to fecurc their happinefs : How can we cpmprehend, that 
fo much toil and agitation has nothing in view but a fortune, 
wfaofe duration fcaroely equals that of the laboun which 
have gained it ; and that a life fo rapid, is fpent with fo 
much fatigue, in the fearch of wealth which mufl perifh 
along with it ! 

Neverthelefs, a miflake, which the flightcft inveftigatioH 
is fuf&cient to expofe, is become the error of by far the 
majority. In vain does religion call us to more neceOary 
atid mors important cares ; in vain it announces to us, that, 
to labour for what mufl paTs away, is only amading, at a 
great expence, heaps of fand, which tumble upon our 
heads, as laft as we raife them up ; that the highell pitch 
of elevation to which we can attain here below, is always 
that which verges upon our death, and is the gate of eter- 
nity ; and that nothing is worthy of man, but what will en. 
dure as long as man. The cares of the paflions are always 
weighty and important : The Heps alone which we take for 
Heaven, are weak and languid : Salvation alone, we confi- 
der as an amufement : W« toil for frivolous riches, at if 
we laboured for eternal poffefHons ; we labour for eternal 
pofTcinons, as if we toiled for frivolous riches. 

Yes, my brethren, our cares for this world are always 
animated ; obllacles, fatigues, dirappoittfments, nothing can 
repulfe us ; Our cares tor this world are always prudent ; 
dangers, fnares, perplexities, competitions, nothing can 
make us miflake our aim ; whereas our caret for falvation 

bear 
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bear » vtry different chara;Eter ; Dotbing can be morelani 
gaid, or lefs tnterefting to us, although obftacles and dif- 
gufts there, are To much to be dreaded ; nothing can b^ 
more inconfiderate ; although the multiplicity of ways, and 
the number ol rocks for us to fplit upon, render miftakes 
in it lo familiar and cotnnWn. 

We muft labour, therefore, towards its accotnplifhmeRt; 
with ferVour and prudence ; with fervour, in order not to 
be repulfed ; with prudence, in order not to be millaken. ' 

Part. I. — Undoubtedly nothingin this lite ought to in- 
tereft us more than the carb of our eternal falvation ; be- 
fides, that this is the grand afiair upon which our ALL dc 
{)endi, we even have not, properly fpeaking, any other 
upon the earth } and the infinite and diverle occupations at- 
Uched to our places, to our rank, to our fituationi in life, 
ought to be only diQierent modes of labouring towards our 
lalvation. 

Neverthelefs, tins care fs glorious, (o which every thing 
we do, and whatever wc are, relate, is of all others thp 
molt defpifed; this chief care, which fliould l>e at the 
head of our other purfuits, gives place to them all ia the 
detail oi our adions ; this care fo amiable, and to which 
the promifes of laith, and the confolations ot grace, at. - 
tach fb many comforu, is of all others become for us, . the 
moft difgufting, and the molt melancholy. And, ba- 
hold, my brethren, from whence fprings this want of fer- 
vour in the buCners of our eternal falvation ; vre purfue 
it without elteem, without preference, and without incli- 
nation. Let us inveltigate and illuAiate tbefe ideas. 

It is a very deplorable error, that mankind has attached 
the moll pompous names to all the cnlerprifes of the pal- 

fions ; 
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fiODS ; and that the cares for oar falvation have not, in ttw 
pinions pf men, been capable of meriting the fame bon. 
our, and the fame cileem. Military toils are regarded by 
us as the path of reputation and glory ; the intrigues and 
the commotions which contribute to our advancement in 
tlie world, are looked upon a^ the fecrets of a profound wif- 
<lom ; fchemes and negociations which arm mankind againft 
each other, and which frequently make the ambition of an 
individual the fource of public calamities, paTs for extent 
of genius, and fupcriority of talents ; the art of railing Irora 
an obfcure patrimony, a moaArous and overgrown fortune, 
at the expence often of jullice and probity, isthefcienc* 
of bufinefs, and individual good management In a word, 
the world has found out the fecret of fetting off by ho- 
nourable titles, all the different cares which are conneOed 
with the things of this earth. Thca6lions of faith alone, 
which (ball endure eternally ; which fhall form the hifiory 
of the age to come, and fhall be engraven during all eternity 
upon the immortal columns of the heavenly Jerufalem, are 
accounted idle and obfcure occupations; tiie lot of weak 
and limited fouls, and have nothing which exalt them 'in 
theeyeS'bf men. Such, my brethren, is the (iril caufe of 
our indifference towards the bufinefs of our falvation : We 
do not fufEciently cAeem that holy undertaking, to labour 
a: it with fervour. 

Now, I do not think it neceflary to flop here, and com- 
bat an illufion, which fo flagrantly violates right reafon. 
For what is it that can render a work glorious to the pcrfon 
who undertakes it ? Is it the duration and the immortality 
■ which it promifes in the memory of men? Alas ! all the 
monuments ot pride will perifh %tith ihe world which has 
reared them up ; whatever we do for the earth, will expe- 
rience the fame deftiny which it will one day undergo : 
Viflorics and eonquefis, the moft fplendid cnterprires. 

and 
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and dl the hiflorj- of the finnCn whofe ntmcs «dom the 
prdent age, will be eflaced from the remembrance ot men ; 
the works of the juft alone, will be immortal, and, writ- 
ten forever in the book of life, will furvive the entire ruin 
of the univerfe. Is it the recompenfe which is held out to 
115 tor it ? Bat whoever is unable to render us happy, is 
confequcntly unable to recompenfe as ; and there is no 
other who has that power but God hirofelf. Is it the dig- 
nity ot the occupations to which they engage you? But 
the mofl honourable cares of the world are merely games, 
on which our error and abfurdity have bellowed lerious 
aihd pompous names : Here, on the contrary, every thing 
is great ; we Jove the Author of our exiftence alone ; we 
adore the Sovereign of the univerfe ; we ferve an Almigh- 
ty Mailer ; wc covet only eternal riches ; wc lorm prqjeft* 
for heaven alofte; we labour lor an immortal crown. 

What is there upon earth, then, more glorious, or more 
worthy of man, than the cares ot eternity ? Profperities 
ire honourable anxieties ; fplendid emploj'ments an illuUri* 
oui fervitude ; reputation is frequently a public error : ti- 
tles and dignities arc rarely the fruit of virtue, and, at the 
mo&, ferve only to adorn our tombs, and embcllilli our 
afhes ; great talents, if faith does not regulate their life, 
are only great temptations ; deep knowledge, a wind which 
inflates and corrupts, if faith does not correal its venom ; 
all thefc are only grand, by the ufe which may be made of 
them towards falvation : Virtue alone is ellimable for it- 
ftlf. 

Neverthelefs, if our competitors are more fucceftful, and 
more elevated than we in the world, we view their fitua- 
tion with envious eyei; and their aggrandifement, in 
humbling our pride, reanimates the fervour of our defigns, 

- and 
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and gives new life to our expefiationi ; but, it happess 
IbmetimA, that the acc(!mplicei ol our plealitres, changed 
fuddrnly into new men, nobly break all the fliameful bondt 
of the paflions, and borne upon the wingt of grace, enter 
in our light, into the path ot blvation, wbilft they leave 
us behind them, to wander llill unlortunately, at the |riea- 
finre of our illicit defires. We view with a tranquil eye tbf 
prodigy of their change ; and their lot far from exciting 
our envy, and awaking in us any weak dcGres of falvation, 
only induces us, perhaps, to think on replacing the void 
which their retreat has made in the world ; of elevating 
ourfelves to thofe dangerous offices from which they have 
juft defcended through motives of religion and faith : 
What fhall I fay ? We become, perhaps, the cenrnrers of 
their virtues ; We feek elCewheie than in the infinite trea- 
fures of grace, the fecret motives ol their change ; to thp 
work of God we give views entirely worldly; and our 
deplorable cenfures becQinc the moft dangerous trials of 
their repentance; It is thus, O my God ! that Thoa 
jhedeft avenging darfcnefs over iniquitous paffions t 
Whence comes this P We want efteem for the holy un- 
dertaking of falvation : This is the firit caufe ot oilr indifi^ 
ference. 

In theyecon^ place, We labour in it with indolence, be- 
caufe we do not make a principal obje3 of its atutnment, 
and becaufe we never give a preference to it over our other 
purfuits. In eBeS, my brethren, we all wifh to he fay- 
ed; the moft deplorable finners do not renounce this hope ; 
we even wiOi, that amongfl our actions, there may always 
be f6uad fome which relate to our falvation ; for none de- 
ceive themfelves fo far as to believe, that, they Aall be en- 
titled to the gloiy of the hbJy, without having ever made 
B fingle excctioa towards rendering themfelvei worthy ot it ; 
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dut the jwint ia which we commonly deceive ourPelves i*,' 
thej'ank vthicb we give to thefc. works, amidft the other 
occup^ions which divide our life. 

. . The triOet, the attentions which we lavifh fo proFurdy 
in our iatercourfe with fociety, the fuaSions of a charge, 
domeAic arrangcnients, pafTions and pleafures, their times 
and their moments marked in our days. Where do we 
place the work of falvation ? What rank do we give to 
tjiis fpecial care, above our other cares ? Do «|e even make 
4 -buftnefs of it ? Aod, to enter into the particulars of 
your condu3. What do you perform for eternity which 
you do not for the world an hundred fold ? You fomctimei 
employ a fmali portion of your wealth in religious chari- 
ties ; but what arc thefe when compared to the Turns which 
you-facrifice every day to your pleafures, to your paflions, 
and to your caprices P In the morning you, perhapc, raife 
up your mind to the Lord in prayer ; but does not the 
world, in a moment, refume its place in your heart, and 
is not the remainder of the day devoted to it ? You regu- 
larly attend, perhaps, in order to fulfil the external duties 
of religion ; but, without entering into the motives which 
frequently cany you there, this individual cxercife of re- 
ligion. Is it not compenfated by devoting the remainder of 
the day to indolent and worldly purfuits P You fometimcs 
correA your inclinations ; you perhaps bear with an injury ; 

' you undertake the difchargc of fome pious obligation ; but 
thefe are individual and infulated exertiont. out ot the 
common trafl, and which arc never followed by any regu- 
lar confequences ; you will be unable to produce before 
the Lord, a Cngle inftance of tbefe in your favour, with- 
out the enemy having it at the fame time in his power to 
reckon a thoufand againfl you ; falvation occupies your 
intervals alone ; the world has, at I may fay, the founda-' 
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tion and the principal : The moments are for God, oor 
i ecLire life is for ourfclvei. 

I know, my brethren, that with regard to this, you feel 
' lenlibly the injilHice and the danger ot your own condufl. 
You confefs, thabthe agitations oj the world, of bufmefi, 
and of plcarurcs, almoU entirely occupy you, and that a 
very little time, indeed, remains for you to re(le£l upon 
falvation: But, inorderto tranquilizcyWfcIves, youfay, 
that fome future day, when you (ball be more at cafe;* 
when af&irs of a certain nature fliall be terminated ; wb(n 
particular embanaflments fliall be at an end; and, in a' 
word, when certain circumllanccs (ball no longer exifl, 
you will then think, ferioudy upon your falvation, and the 
bufinela of eternity (hall then becomeyour principal occu- 
pation : But, alas J your deception ii this, that you regard 
lalvatiQo as incompatible with the occupations attached to 
tfae flation in which Providence has placed you. For, can- 
not you employ that ftation as the means of your fanflifi- 
cation ? Can you not excrcife in it all the Chriftian vtr-' 
tues 7 Penitence, flioiild thefe occupations be jiainhil and 
diHrefling ; clemency, pity, juilice, if they eftablilh you 
in authority over your fellow creatures ? Submiffion to 
tfae will of heaven, if the fuccefs does not correfpood 
fometimes with your expe£Utions ? A generous forgivenefs 
of injuries, if you fuBcr oppreOion or calumny in that (la- 
tion ; Confidence in God alone, if in it you experience 
the'tnjuftice or tfae inconilancy of yourmafters? Do not 
many individuals ot your rank and flation, in tfae fame 
predicament as you find yourfclves, lead a pureand Chrif- 
tian life ? You know well, that God is to be found every- 
where; for, in thofc happy moments when you have fomc. 
» times been touched with grace, is it not true, that every 
thing recalled you to God ? That even the dangers of your 

flation 
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4tmim iMicaaM Ae Ydticks of inftro&'on, and meani o{ 
mre for yao. ; tbot the world JiTgufted you, ev«n wkh the 
urotli ; that you foiud contiiuialiy and eveiyu^ere; the 
ftcret-of oSbring up a thoufand inviftMe facrificet to the 
Alviighty, and of makia^joar raoA hvrriol aadiumultu- 
ous occupationa tlie fourccs of faoly refledions, or ot 
|>raifewovlliy and blstaTy examples ? Wh^ do you not cul- 
tivate thefe impreflions oF grace aod Jalvation ? U is not 
your- (ituation in life, it is your infidelity and weaknefi, 
arhich have eitttiiguiflied tbem in your tiean. 

Jofef^ was charged with die manageiaent oF a great 
kingdom ; he atone fuppoixed the whole weight oF the 
fl«*«mAant j nwoeithdefc, did be forg« the Lonl. wl» 
bad-bK4en afuider faia-dtains, and juAified his innocence-? 
Or, in order to iefve the G«d d hia fathers ; did he del^ 
till a facc«0br feou'U oonie and refh»i« dnt tranquility to 
bin w^h fail new dignities had tieceirarily deprived hisn 
«t 9-Ontb« contrary, the itacw feow to reader ferviceable 
towards tttc cwiMstien of hia brethren, and the happtoeft 
WF the pooplp of God, aprefperity whichheacknowle<^^ 
«d «o 1m JwM only from hjE Almighty hand. That ofGflcr 
DiC -the Qaeen of Etl^opia, who is mentioned in the A8kt 
'«( ihe Ap<^lkfe, had tbe fole government of lier immettCe , 
^dhes ; every parucular with regard to tributes and fublidies, 
«tid rile adminiftration of atl the public revenues, wereen- 
4rufted to his fidelity ; now, this abyfs of cares and em- 
^arraffinents did not deprive him of teifure to feck, in th« 
prophecies of Ifaiah, the falvation he cxpefled, and the 
■words oF eternal life. Place yourfetves in the moil agitat- 
ed ftations, you wilt find examples of upright Touts, who 
in them have wrought their ran£lificfttion : The CouK 
may become the afylum of virtue, ai well as the clotfler ; 
Vol. I. D places 
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'placet and emptoymeiKa may be Ute aida, as well u Urn 
rocki of piety ; and when, in order to return to God, w« 
delay till a change of Ration ffiall take place, it is a fure 
mark that we do not as yet wifh to change our heart. Be- 
iides, when we fay that lalvation ought tobeyourfoleen- 
ployment, we do not pretend that you Aould renounce all 
other purfuits ; for you would then depart from the onlet 
of God ; we only wifh you to conne£l them with your 
falvaiioD ; that piety may fan£lify your occujMlions ; that 
bith may regulate them ; that religion may animate diem ; 
that the fear of the Lord may moderate them : In a word, 
that falvation may be at the centre to which they aU tend. 
For, to wait till you flull be in a more tranquil filuation. 
■and freer from worldly perplexities, is not only an illulioa 
whidi Satan employs to delay your re^teounce, but it w 
alfo an outrage upon the rekgion of Jefus ChriA ; yOu 
thereby juftify the reproaches formerly made againft it, hy 
the enemies of the Chriftians ; it would feeta that yo» 
look upon it as incompatible with fhc dutici, of. E^ince» 
courtier, public cbara^er, and fuher of a family ; lili* 
them, you feehi to believe, that-tht gofpal propofci onl]r 
maxims unfortuodte and inimical. Jo fooiety; and.tfaUv 
were it believed, ^nd ftri^ly obferved, itwouldbe wc^f- 
fary to quit all ; to-exclude ourfelves from the wortdt t* 
renounce all public concerns ; to break all the ties of doty, 
of humanity, of authority, which unite us to the reft ot 
nunkind ; and to live as if we were alone upon the eanh ( 
in place of which, it is the gofpel alone which makes u« 
fulfil all thefe dpties as they ought to be fulfilled ; it is the 
religion of Jefus Chrill which can ajone form pious prinr- 
ces, incorruptible m^iftrates, mHd and gentle nutters, 
and laithful fubjeCls, and maintain, in a jult harmony, that 
▼iriety of JUtiotu and conditions, upon which depend the 

peace 
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ftae^ aad tranquility of the ptoi^, ind the fafety ot eni- 



But, in order to iBprefs more fenfibly upon you the iU 
lulioo of this pretext, when you fliall be free fn>m embar- 
raflmmt, and difengaged from thefe external cares which 
at prefent detach our thoughts from falvation, will your 
heart be free from paJIioiis ? Will thofc iniqiutous and in- 
viGble bondi which now ftop you, be broken afunder ? 
Will you be reftorcd to yourfelves P Will you be more 
humble, more patient, mOre moderate, more vtrtuout, 
more mortified 1 Ala^ ! It ii not external agitations which 
check you, it is the diforder within ; it is the tumukuous «-- 
dour of the paffiona ; .it is not from the cares of fortuite, and 
the ciDbarraiTmenu of cvenb and bufineti, faya a holy f». 
llier, that confufion and tronUe proceed : it is from the 
irregular defires of the Tout ; a hurt in which God reign* 
is tranquil everywhere. Your cares for the world are on- 
ly incompatible with fal^atioo, beCaufe the affe£lions which 
attach you to it are criminal. It is not your fUtions, biit 
your inclinations which becone rocks of deflni£Uon to 
you ; now, from thefe inclinationi you will never be able 
to tree yourfelves with the fame facility as from your caret 
aod embanaffmenu ; they will afterwards be even more 
lively, more unconquerable than ever : fiefides this fund 
of weaknefs which they draw from your comiptian, 
they will hav« that force and ftrength acquired by habit 
through time and yean. You think, that in attaining refl 
every thing will be accomplifbed ; and you will feel, that 
your paf&ons, more lively in proportion as they no longer 
find externa] refources to employ them, will turn all their 
violence againfl yourfelves { and you will then be furprif- 
ed to 6|]d in your own hearts* the fame obaacles which at 
prefeat 
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jweleat you kdieve to be o«ly in wtiaii fiMmuaA ymi. 
Tbii leprofy, if 1 may venture (o fpeak ia ihic manner, ir 
not auached to yoor clothes, to your placet, to tite waUs 
of yoor pakcet, lb that, by quittnig Ibem you may fid 
yoarfelvei of it ; it hu gained root in your fiefli ; it it oof 
by reaounciog your earet, therefore, that you maSt labouf: 
towards cuiing yourfelvei : it is by purifytng yourfelvet 
that you nuA faoaify your cam ; Every thing ii pure tm 
ifaofe who are pure ; otharwife yo«ir wound will follow 
you, even into tbe leifure of your foUtude ; like that 
Ku)g of Jttdea mentioned in the hoA of Kings, who ia 
irain abdicated bis throne, delivered up all the in^^ a* 
veil as the cares of royalty, into the hands ol his fbn, 
•nd withdrew himklf into tbe heart of bis pal*ce ; be car. 
sied with him the Icprofy with which the Lord had flrucls 
litm, and beheld that flmsefut dileafe purfue lum even in- 
to hit retreat. External cares find neither their innocenc^ 
nor their malignity, but in our own heartt ; and it is our- 
ftlvci alone vrho render the ocoupatknis of the wotU 
dangerous, at it ii ourfclves alone who render thofe ok 
heaven iafipid and difgnftiog. 

And, behold, ny brethren, the laft reafen why we fhew 
fb little fervour and animation in the a&ir of our eteroa) 
folvation ; it is becaufe we fulfil the duties neceiTary to ac- 
conplilh k, without pleafure, and, as it were, agaioA 
our will. The flighteQ obligations of piety aj^iear hard 
to us ; whatever we do lor heaven tires ut, exhaafit us, 
difpleafes us : Prayer confines our minds too much ; 
retirement wearies us ; holy reading, from tbe firft, 
fatigues tbe attention ; the inlercourfe of the upright is 
languid, and has nothing fpH^tly or amnling in it ; in a 
word, we find foiaething, I know not w&at, <A melan- 
choly 
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chaif ia jinac, whrcfa occafieoi u» to tuMl its obligatiMW 
maly ai baleful debts, wbicb we always difcbarge with k 
bad grace, and never till we fee ourfelves forced to it. 

But, i» tbe j£r)0 pisce, my brethren, youareiM^ftt» 
Ktittmtmg to vinue what fpriags from yoar ew» comlp- 
tion ; it ia Dot piety Which is dilagfee^lc, it it your heart 
which is difardered ; it ii sot the cup of the Lord whicl» 
11 to be acraied of biuerseft, fays a holy father, it i» yoor 
own t»fic whidi is vitiated. Every thing is bitter to' adeceaf' 
■d palate : Corred your difpoitton*, and the yoke will ap> 
pear ligltt to you ; reflore to your heart that tate'of which 
fin hat deprived it, and you will experi«Bce bow pleaOng tba 
Lord ii : Hate the world, and you will comprehend bovrtoueb 
virtue is ainiable : Inaword, Jefua Chrift once become dtft 
objcA oE yotir love, yen wiU then (eel the truth of every 
ikingi fay. 

Do the ajtrigbt experieoce thole difguAs for pious worka> 
which yon feel ? Interrogate them ; Demand it they eo*> 
fider yoar conditioB •> the bappitfft : They will anfivWr 
that in their opinion you appear worthy df corapafEoOy 
that they arc feelingly touched for your erron ; to fea you 
fufibring every thing for a world, which either defpifei you, 
wearies yott, or caanot render you bappy ; to fee yov tM~ 
qacntiy running alter pleafures taore infipid to yon, than 
even virtue From vrtiieh you fly : They wilt tell yon, tbaf 
they woold not change their pretended melancboty for alt 
the fdicities of the earth. Prayer coafolet them ; retire- 
ment fuppoiti them ; holy reading animates tbem ; w<»k* 
of piety Oied a holy un£tion through tlieir foul ; and their 
'happicft days, arc thofe which they pafs with the Loid. 
2t is tbe heart which decides our pleafures. While yoa 
continue 



-,,<.- 7=rir, Google 



Jf> B s n It O N I. 

eontinue to iove the world, you will find virtoe iBruppg(t> 

able. 

In the fetend place. If you with to know why the ydic 
•f Jefus Chrift is'fo hard, and fo burdenrome to yen ; it 
ti beeaufe you cany it too feldom : You give only a few. 
rapid moments to the care of your falvation : Certain day* 
vhich you confecrate to piety : Certain religious works of 
which you rometimes acquit yourfelves ; and in actom* 
pliOiing their immediate difcharge, you experience only tbe 
ditguOi attending the firft cffons ; you do not leave to 
grace, the time necefliry to lighten the weight ; and you 
ttiticipate the comforts and the confolations, which it ae- 
Tcr fails to flied upon the Teijuel. Thofe nyfterious ani- 
nals which the Philiitines made choice of to carry the ark 
of the Lord beyond their (rootiers, emblematic of unbe- 
licking fouls little accuftomcd to bear the yok» of Jefua. 
Chrift, bellowed, fays the fcripture, and fecmed to groan 
under the grandeur of that facred weight : In place of 
«^tch, the children of Levi, a natural image of the u^night, 
accullomed to that holy mintftry, made the air refonnd 
with fongs of mirth and thank fgivtngs, while carrying it 
with majefty, even over the burning fands of the def«l. 
The law is not a burden to the upright foul accoftomed to 
obferve ilf It is the worldly foul alone, little familiarized 
to the holy rules, who groans under a weight fo ploafing. 
When Jefus Chrift declares that his yoke it light and eafy, 
be commands us, at the fame time, to bear it every day ; 
the unSion is attached to the habit and ufage of it : The 
arms of Saul were heavy to David, only beeaufe he wu 
not accufiomed to them. We mnft familiarize ourfelves 
with virtue, in order to be acquainted with its holy attrac- 
tions ; the pleafures of iinnen are only fuperficially agree* 

ablet 
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Rbte r Hie fifft motaettts alone qrc ptezfiDt ; defcend deep- 
er, and you no longer find but gall and bitternets ; and th* 
de^r you go, the more will you find the void, the wea; 
rineb, and thefatiety which are ihreparable from fis: Vir- ' 
tue, on the contrary, is a hidden manna'^ in order to taft* 
^I iu fweetnefs, it is neeefiary to dig for it ; but the more 
you advance, the more do its confobtions ^b^und ; . in pro- 
portioa as the palEons are calmed, the path become* eafy } 
and the more will you applaud yourfelvcs for having hrbkea 
ifunder chains which weighed you down, and which yoa 
■o longer bore but with reluSance and a fecret forrovr. 

Thoc, while you confine yourfelves to fimple eflaya ia 
rirtue. you will tafte only the repugnances and the bitler- 
neb.of it; snd, as you wiU'aot poflefs tbe^fidelity of the. 
npr^ht, yoo can have nd light, confequently, to cxpeA 
tfaeir coolc^ationi. 

In a wt^, You peiform tfaedntiet of piety without in* 
olitntion, atA only hecaufe you do them too feldom. but 
becaofe you -Mily, :at I may fay, half perform them. Yob 
pray, but it is withoot recolleftion ; you abfbin, perhaps, 
from injtirin^ your enemy ; but itis without loving him as 
your broCiKr; you approach the holy royfteriei ; but with- 
out bni^ing there that fervour which alone can enable you 
to find in them tbofe inefiable comforts which they torn- 
municate to the religious foul : You fometimes feparate 
yourfdves Irom tbe world ; but you- carry not with you 
into retirement the filence of die fenfes and of the paf- 
Itont, wilboiu which it is only a melancholy fatigue. In 
* word. You only baU carry the yoke. Now, Jefus Cbrifi 
ii not divided : lliat Simon oi Cyrene, who bore the on- 
Jy part of the croli, was:ovez«omcby it, and the foldiere 

were 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



weteiiodertbe oecCfikjrof ufii^ vM^cnn to Cores lam to 
contioue diM tsriBncfeily office to ;die Saviooc of 4hc irottt, 
The fadncfe abac oi die Uvr ia conMatory; io propeitioB 
■1 you retioch firom k, it becomoa teavy wid irUnBC; 
■he mone yau wifli ito fafben it, the inan it wei^ yon 
down ; OB the cotanry, by braetimcs wUiog exlFoncMB 
ngoun, you fed the kod diaunifiied, as if you hwl apfli-. 
ti addition^ foftnels: Whence cobms thitih. ■&, th«t 
tbe imperfeft cdifervuice of the Jaw tAet ju faorec froiD 
« facait whidi the paifioiu ftilt flute ; now. accordi^ to 
the -word of Jefus Chiifi, a heart dtTided. aad wfatcb m»m- 
rifiies two iovei, muft be a kingdom and a theatre full o( 
trouble and dcfobtion. 

Would you wilb a oatiinl inugs 9f it. dmwn baa tie 
hoiy {cnftvna ? Rebecxa; flo the point of ficr ddrvtry of 
Jacob and Efaa, fuffcTcd the moll croel ^nguifc : Tinettm 
children ftrugglcd' within her ; and, as if worn otu by iter 
ttrtum, Ac entreated oS tbe Lord, eilber 4eith.or ddiv. 
srance : Be oot furpciled. bid a voice Iron iteaixn Ito 
her, if your tnSanoga an extieme. and Aat it coAt' yrni 
jb much to becoDK a mother ; tbenafoti is, you chti/ two 
oatiooi in your womb. Such is your fajftory, my dear 
^earea ; you arc furprifed that it coils you fo nuch to nc- 
icomplifli a pious work ; to bring forth Jcfos Chiifi; the 
-oew man in your hratt : Alas 1 The reafon m. tiat you 
itili pFelerre ^lere two loves, which are irreconciJaaye, 
Jacob and Efau, the tore of the world, and the law of 
Jefui Chrift : It is bccaulc you carry within you two na- 
tions, as I may fay, who make continnd war agmnS each 
other. H the love of Jefus Cbrtft alone poffelTed your 
heart, all there would be cdm and peaceable; butyoullill 
neuriflt iniquitous paffioni n it : You ftill lovc'tfae world, 

the 
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difftplei^^ies and diflinfi^w of Eort^une : Y«u cannoi eo- 
Aire (hore who eclipfe you : Your heart is full, of jealoun 
fics, of animoIitiA, of frivolous deGm, of cnmiaai at- 
Vw:hquJtf r ;, audi if/oai theiicc it contMi that your IvnGces, 
Ipte tbplf; pf Qaj^. h^iog aJway^ inipert«% ItLe bis, ai^ 
9^vf*ya 'gloomy ^nd dfl^igroeable. 

. $eiv<. ^» tlfc Loc4 wif.K all yoHK faeattn and you i^iU 
len^.hi^ vt^ joy : Give yourfelf up to hiiQ vritfaoift rct 
$frve, wit^c^ ret^juiffg t!)« IjoalieS; ^ight over your paf. 
fioflLi r Qbf^tvc tb^ Tigh^ufaelTeJi of the kw, in all their 
^jUf«fi.' ap.d! tbfy will Ilurd holy pLcaf^i;^ throu^ yontf 
}Hft^ V Fox, ^1 fi^ys the prophet, " The OMvfss of ihf 
V 4^r4. ^'^ <VW> i^jofuog th^e iKart." Think cot that the 
^^ar^ qi p^iri(e^i,ce ikq. j^lways biuft and gloomy : X^ 
mQm;iUt)g ^ o^ly «x(«ii^l.; vtP"* ijncere, they have a 
tl^po^^ Ificnt sectaoffsicfs. i Th? upFig^ foul Tcfemblcf 
the facred hijiih ( npthii^ J^ifecs your viei^ byt pricU^ 
fiut tbor^s ;; bw you (e« po^ tbeglof y <t( tbf Lord, wh^cl^ 
cIw«11b vi^il it * You fCf only fallings and bodily ruGTcr. 
t^gi; .bi^ ytwi piupeivp vift tfae holy unfiion, wbicb 
^«>thea wtd fpite^ thcai : You fe? file^ce. retiremeiu. 
fii^t-from fhe wo^'^l ^i^ it" plcafurcs, b^^ you behold noA 
tife invififalc co^^foncr. Thoi replaces, with fo much ufury, 
the fociety of men, now become infupportable, Gnce tbey 
b^ve begun fo ta&e tl^tf of God : You fei: a life apparently 
f^loon^yand tirefome i but you are incapable of feeing tha 
pt»cc and the joy Cff that innocence which reigns within. 
ll i^ there, th^t the Father of inercies, and the God of all 
cpnfo|4ion, fo jiber^lly flieds bis favours, and that the r^ul, 
itn^ld^ fomftimcs to fupport their fullaef; and excefs, it 
obliged to ePtrea^ ibte Loid to lufpCDd the tgrrent of his 
Jdndaefi, 
\ou I. t 
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Icindners, and to raeafure the abundance of his gifts, by the 
weakncfi of his creature. * 

Come yourfelf, my dear hearer, and make an happy ex-i 
perience of il ; come, and put the fidelity of your God to 
llie trial ; it is here he wiDies to he tried ; come and prov« 
whether or not we render falfe tefltmonies to his mercies > 
' if we attrad the Tinner by falfc hopes, and if Ms gifts ar» 
not flill more abundant than out promifes. Yon have long 
tried the world ; you have found it dc&itute of fidelity : it 
flattered you with hopes of accomplifhing every' thing; 
pleafures, honours, imaginary bappincfs ; it has dec«red 
70U \ you are unhappy in it ; you have never been able to 
attain a fituation anfwerable to your wilbes or espeEtations ; 
come and fee if your God willbC more faithful to yOu ; if 
only bittemefs and difgufls are to be found in his fervice » 
if he promifes more than he beftows ; if he is an ungrateful^ 
changeable, or whimfical maQer ; if his yoke is a cruel fer- 
vitude, or a fweet liberty: If the duties which he exafti 
from us, are the punlQiment of his flaves, or the confola* 
tion of his children ; and il he deceives thole who ferv* 
him. My God \ How little wouldfl thou be worthy of our 
hearts, wert thou not more amiable, more faithful, and 
wore worthy of being ferved, than this miferable world ! 

But, in order to fervc him as he withes to be ferved, we 
inuft eileem the glory and the happinefs of his fervice ; 
we muft preTer this happinefs to all others, and labour in it 
with fincerity, without referve, and with a ripe andiwatcb- 
ful circumfpe£lion ; for if it is a common fault to wan? 
fervour in the bufincis of our eternal 'falvation, and to be- 
come difgufted with it ; it is likcwife a much more general 
ejie tQ fail of prudence, and ta niilake our path towards it. 
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Pakt II.^Ao eiUerprife where the dangers are. daily, 
■od mi&akes coiamoii ; where amongft fo manv diH^r- 
cot routs which appear Tate, there is, however, only one 
true and unening, and the fuccefs of which mufl, never- 
thelers, decide our eternal deftiny : An enterprife of thii 
nature furely requires uncomtaon exenioqs ; and never 
liad we occafion, in the condufl of any other, for fo much 
circumfpefUon and prudence. Now that fiich is the en- 
terprife jif Salvation, it would be needfefs to wa0e time 
in provii^j^e, and equally To for you to doubt ; the on- 
ly obje£l of importance, then, to eflablifh, is, the rules 
.and the marks of this prudence, which is to guide us in fa 
daitgerous and fo eflential an afiair. 

The firil rule is. Not to determine ourfelves by chance 
amonglt that multiplicity of ways which mankind purfue ; 
car^uUy to examine all, independent of ufages and culloms 
which may authorife them ; io the afiair of our falvation* 
to give nothing to opinion or example : The fecond is. 
When we have finally determined, to leave nothing to the 
uncertainty of events, and always to prefer fafety to dan- 



Such arc ibe common mies of prudence adopted by the 
cliildren of the age, in tfaepurfuit of their pretenfions and 
their temporal expeOations : Eternal falvation is the only af- 
fair in which they are neg]e£led. In the firil place. No perfon 
examines if his ways are fure ^ nor does he erer requir» 
any other pledge of his fafety, than the crowd which he 
fees marching before him. Secondly, {n the doubts which 
fpring up during our proceedings, the parly the mod dan- 
gerous to falvation, having always felf-lave in its favour, 
ii always preferred : Two important and common errors 
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ia die alEur of etenol ftlvation, wtiid It It t ie d Sk y to 
combat heiv. Tlw lirft rule, is, not to deKnnine hf 
chince, and in the aflair of efernity to pvt nadaSigto opii- 
iiion «r txainple. indeed, tbc upright is every-whlftre re- 
Itrefented to us in th« hoUy writings, Va judieioQi atiid 
priideot man ; who calculates, who compares, who exa» 
mines, who dircrimindt£s ; who triei whatever May be tlrft 
inoA ptoper ; who does not lightly beiiere every fatacy {■ 
who carries before him the torch of the law, that bis llejM 
inay he enlightened, and that he may not be %^nger of 
teiftaJuBg his way. The finner, on the contiaty, is the>e 
)teld out as a foolifb mw, who marches by chance, and 
who, in tbe rooft dangerous pafles, advances forward widi 
confidence, as if he was travelling in tbe fiiai^teft and moA 
certain path. 

Now, my brethren, fuch is Ae fitoation of 'alAiOll all 
men in tbe a&ir of fatvation. In evtry Other hHtter, pru- 
dent, attentive, diffident, aflive to difcover any errort 
concealed under the common prejudices ; it is in falvation 
alone, that nothing can equal our credulity and inrprudence. 
Yes, my brethren. We teil you every day, that the life of 
' the world, which is to fay, that life of amufement, of in- 
utility, of vanity, of Ehow, of effeminacy, exempt even 
from great crimes ; that this Kfe, I fay, is not a cbriftian 
one, and confequently is a life 6i reprobation and infideli- 
ty : It is the doftrine of thai religion in which you are 
bom ; and fince your infancy you have been nourifhed in 
thefe h<^y truths. The world, on the contrary, alEhns 
thi^tobe the onlylife, whichperfomof a eerUun rank cMt 
fead ; that not-to conform ihemfelves to it, wooH betray « 
barbarity of manners, in which there would be more fin- 
|;utarity and meannefs, than reafon or virtue. . 

I even 



■,Goot^le 



oft asitvitTMT^ yff 

*Irtaierthe*orid wwe have reifon on- our fide ;«Bdthit 
tilts gratid ai^dte may dot ^'bc decided ; 'itfTCttWltiriii 
•Bf abortiUfcahernativv'de'peadsuponit, and tint «ny niF- 
4id:e here is the woHl of all evils, it appears ilnt jtradeuM 
'roqwres' Its to clear it Up -at hitt, befon we tike the S.nA 
Ittp. ICwferelyhaturil'to^rtiMebetweetttWiydotiMni- 
ing paitiei, panictUaily where oar'filWation ivtbe Aftjeft 
of difpote : Now, I alk you, Entering into the world, 
imd 'adoptlflg iti vftnnen, iu maximi, -snd -its cuAoms, at 
T^u hsTe addpted theai, hMc you begun by exttntninjg 
whether it had rufen'on its ^de, Mid If w<e were wrong and 
hire decetvets? Theworid wWfts you wa^yJreto Ihe'h- 
"VoUrtOf fliftune, and to neg^eft neSAer cares, exenions, 
m^nnefles, nOr^mHkestoprocarethem ; yoa foIla>w)^e(^ 
'plans ; but have you exanriOrM' if the "gofpd does not con- 
tradia«nd fWbid'tfiem ? The WoiW boafts nf hnuiy, of 
hltgnifietiBRie, of thed^caeiesdf thc^tkbte; and inmatteti 
of cjtpence, it dtems nothing exceOive but whattnay teiid 
■to' detaflgtf the' cirasnaftanccs : 'Have you • infomed ' youri. 
mrti, 'Whether the Itw df 'God does' not prefcribe a njot* 
'holy nfc of fhs riches "which ■we'hoH only hwm him? 
The world 'anihorifes' contiBtlal ple&fures ; 'gaming, tfaeai 
■tres, and twaw 'with riificule' whoever dare venture even ta 
doubt their iAnotente : 'Have you'-foundihis-decffionfa 
the fommftil'and-crbctiyiitg'maxiais of Jefus'Chifft ? 

Tin world approvei of tetultx fufpicioiis and vdnms 
'ways of iilcreafing- the patrimony of oar fathers, 'and pi. - 
ceano other'bounds'toour'defireg thanthofeof the'hrvrs, 
"which potiifli -rioleflce -and •inartif<;ft injiirftice : ' Cwi yon 
■aflureos, ■thMthcnries'Of iheconfcicncc''do not ebferve 
'more narrowly, 'Sttdwlth tegard- to- thefe matters, fdo' not 

enter 
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enter into difcofliont, which the worid ii touUy unac- 

quaiDted with ? The world has declared, that a gently 
efieminate, and idle life, is an ionoceot life ; and tbak 
virtue is not fo ri^d and auttere as we wifli to make it ; 
before giving credit to this merely upon its aHeition, have 
yon confiUted whether the doQrine brougitt us by JeAu 
Chrilt from heaven, fubfcribed to the novelty, and tp the 
danger of tbefe maxirafi ? 

What, my brethren f In the a&ir of your eternity, with, 
out examination or attention, you adopt commoD prejudices, 
merely becaufe they are citablifhed ? You blindly follow 
thofe who march before you, without examining where the 
path' kadt'to which tbey keep ? You even deiga not lo en- 
quire at yourfelve* whether or not you arc deceived f You 
are fatiified in knowing that you are not the only peffoni 
miflaken P What ! In the bufincfs which muft decide your 
eternal de(tiny, you do not even make ufe of your rcafon P 
You demand no other pledge of your fafety, than the ge- 
neral error P You have no doubt or rufpicion f You think it 
unncceGary to infonn yourfelvei ? You have no miflnifi ? 
All is good, and in your opinion as it ought to be P You who 
■re fo nice, fodifEcult, fo miftruftful, fo full of precaution 
when your worldly intcrelis are in qucftion ; in this grand 
affair alone, you conduQ yourfelves by in&in3, by fancy, 
by foreign impreffions ? You decide upon nothing, but, 
indolently, allow yourfelves to be dragged away by the 
multitude, and the torrent of example ? You who, in every 
other matter, would blufh to think like the crowd ; you who 
pique yourfelvea upon fuperiOrity of genius, and upon 
leaving to the common people, and to weak minds, all vul- 
gar prejudices ; you who carry to ridiculous extreme, per- 
haps, your mode of thinking on every other point, upon 
falvatton 
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felvatldn alone, you think with the crowil, and it appears 
t&at reafon is denied to you, on this grand interelt alone. 
What, mj brethren ! When you are afkcd, in the Aeps 
which you take to enfure luccefs to your worldly expefia-' 
ttons, the reafons which have' induced you to prefer on» 
party to another, you advance fuch folid and prudent mo- 
tives ; you juflify your chcncc by profpefli (o cerUin anl 
deciftve ; you appear (o have fo maturely confidered them, 
before adopting tbeir exectitton ; and when we demand of 
you whence it comes, ttial in the afBiif of your eternaV 
falvatioti you prefer the abules, the cufloms, the maximsi 

■ cif the world, to- the examples of the faints who cenainly 
did not live like yon ; and tothe rules of thegofpel. whiclk 
condemn all thofe who live as you do ; you have nothing 
to anfwcr, but that you are not lingular, and that yod muft 
live like the reft of the world. Great God I to what pur. 
pole are greaf abilities in the condu3 of projeSs which wilL 
petifh with OS I We have reabns and arguriients in Aippor* 
of vanity, and we are children with regard to the truth { 
we pique ourTelves on our wifdom in the affairs of th* 

. world ; and, alas 1 in the buGnefi of our eternal (alvation^ 
we think it no difgracc to be ignonutf and fooGQi. 

You will tdl us, perliaps, that you ar« netthn wtfer, 
aor more able than all the others who live like you ; that 
you cannot enter into difcuffioni which aie beyond youc 
reach ; that were we to be believed, it would bo neceflarj 
to cavil at, and difpute every thing ; and that piety doef 
vOt conlift in refining to fuch an extreme. But I <& you. 
It (b much fiihtilty required to know that the world is a de- 
ceitful guide ? Hiat its maxims are reje£led ' in the fcbool 
of Jpfus Chrift '; and that its cuftoms can never lubvert th? 
law of God ? I> not Uiii the moft GuEtpIe aa4 tfac tnafi coto- 
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(Ovation? To know our ijutp, il Kquiset oolfr to «M}f:.in. 
fitaplicky! of beait. Sul)tiltinare-onJy noc^f&ry ip ord^ 
. to difletoble witb ourJielv«s, aqd tp.fiMpcQ, if ppflttij^j tjie, 
piffioncwith ih'e Iioty tULbi ; tbftre' tt- it tbn. l^K buonw. 
mind haf-occafien f<w alt ica io^uAry, (w tbe 't^ft u. ^Sl-, 
cult : Such is exaCU^ yopr ca&„ you w&a pKtend, .that tiO 
aecal coflosM to the law i^ a Ti4fC4l9)U rQ&iiqoent: To 
Know our daff», it oolf r«ituif<|s«on£tr«Dc« wi^9l^fi4^m. 
White Saul «cmtiilUied fakhiul, hf h«d oo-oqeaGon,to,.c«n*, 
Itdt the; forccre^ with regard to what he Ihoubi dp.:, Tbe 
law of God tuQcieat]^ ifitnu^ed bw : b was oQlf afiv, - 
his guilt, t^ in onJer to calm th^ in^iMi;tu4cf; pf 3- M«M-. 
Ueil coafeimcQ, »ni to congeal \f^ ccioiiiul w^knaljj^s 
vitii tbe.- low of Gad, he bethou^S^ himfelf of feekjn^ 
in tbe ufwers 'of a deceit^! oracle, Imoq ^iitbomy ^wi/uh 
ablctdhi&tuffiaiK. L<>v«rfietnnb,andyguwiU,ro«i*c^ 
qmre a knowledge of it : A clfiar-cwfci^^ce ia t^..bit4 oE 
41 iofaiaftors. 

Kot tbatl wi(b to bhw thoft; Ifw^ere refearchcs .wh^ 
an honed and tiitild (onl iBakc& to-^i^Uen and in$ic«ft it^ 
Telf; I wiOi on)^ to fay, that the majority of doubts with 
regard to ow dudes, in thofebearta delivered vp ]iW you 
to the .world, fprings from ^ ruling principle of CBpidity, 
which, on the ooe fide, wontd wiA not to intarfere vfii^ 
its infatnotts-pajlions ; 3i^, as the other, have iheautbori.-. 
ty of the law, to prate£l it fropi th? Temorfec which *tWl,A 
mantfeftrtraolgrefliiH). For, belides, if you feek tlteLord jo 
fincerity, and your lights arc infufficient, th«rearefiillpro> 
phets in Xfrael '; confult in proper time thofe who preftrve 
the form of tfac law, and of the boly4oArine ; and who tfaah 
- (be way of God in truth ) Do not propQfe rjour dpuhta 

with 
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j^^Wod* but bK ^ ^ii)^ai:.S^ not favour^le, but 
Jiflre ,4pfl ,<a>M8b*Wcd.gW%s J -^o ^^9* .<»,nt,cat ypffrfclvji 
jCVfn.,'w4Ji,4l« .MWfPenjil^f JOt^P':' ^d^hH the Lord fre- 
-.qWptfy.wWd ,Alfroiigb ,cliflp«fit . ^^niKiU. ^he.. voice ^f 
■jbnyenif .uwEppn* j>fiCii)Vfetj]B,voii;cof .tr^tb, of whin^jt 
dU.:(fo^«ifa^r4$ri. » it^c/^o. -jjf t^_ tf ftji^onies ,dp,.n9t 
«:c<»d,, jf^fltr »J,v»jf^iirb?t,B|%f«,.xqu,£ai;thaft ijpm^^g- 
ger ; always miftnift the opinioa which pleafes, and which 
itlr/fidyibiA tb«-.fi»^nje .^.ypdrj/filf-ipye. ,ft./ar^]y hap- 
•JMRUi tbat tbc <{ec(fio9S(|>f i)vr in^lit;^oin jire fiiund t^ 
!ftmcwiib,lh|(ftrejrf,*he;i>ply,r,uje«; nj^y^rtJi^JEfs, itis |Ll}ft 
:.MfaMlh'dccJdcsoa^tl.i>tiT.,prtJfFe{i^s^^q t^^^&perspf ^- 
<yjti(».r-rSecaadyA(ip.»f,9«H'^ijgprWq?(:e in the^aSiir pi 
.AOT-ctcmablalTatiotbr^lB iK(b^, t^re ts.i«^rpfjy a .doi^^t 
-»iith-iBg«d.to.p«cdH|ie),^yhij^.cq!isiB)»frffjji U8,the,i^- 
:ct{e.f]blig«Uoa6fj|be:Uwi()a.,evsry.ily>,; yW" ''?'>,"' tlje 
-{BtfaK-b)'. wilich;Jcfui-Chfi|ft< .^^d .^lie .t^Dt£, hay^j^a^; 
.thcyale.AiU poinUd,Qlit,J;0 ^us evqry day ; ye are invited 
-by<tt»>'ruMefr,.wUKfa(|hi9)r^e,!)ad> ^^^ >y^!'v.V^^>firfiejis. 
• In this-isna|iec,.fay.ihfy; io.\i3,:.v/}th. ,.ii>e ,/^poStie,.^d\d 

■ tbofe ai«n.oC-|G«d Mhi>:.^M!c^r($f4fd lu, .overcfiiae. t^e 

- wm'ld, and.afaMta the pec^qrtn^ce <J>f.;th^i PrS^^?* ■ if^ 
> ree--tbat by imitatiilg.JttiQni. F«.<wy Il9p^ fpr iill, and in tjie 

way in whkh.we wtlk,^ ttlM^ey^ry. -thing .is to be dreaded. 

- Oiif^ we to Jwfitatcpo t^vi^ial^EP^Uyc ^Neve^ljelefs, fn 
"cvety ihihg jiveje&ftoiw.own lights ; every whf re. vie gfc- 

■ ferdaiigerto feftly; w".^ '»'b«J?. Ijf^ M.injieeti, ,one con- 
' <inued . danger ; ia ill :Qiir,^^iQiiE.^4,9(^,, i)pt betwe^a 
.'theniqrt oriefa j>«cl«£l4 ,b»t l^r^n Su'lt.^djiipgle er- 

nn> Every. tiDW.jHre..«&,:tl>P imflf\ioo.}^ "fit^o, kn^w 

- wbetber. we. ■re..idouig-Abe,^«^ft .ff'piv but -it yre ^ 

- Vol. I. F commiiting 
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Committiiig only a flight fault, worthy of indulgence ? 
All our duties are limited, to the enquiry at ouffelves, if 
piofeffing Aich principles; if to a certain degree. d^Vei*. 
iDg ourfelve* up to refentment ; if «nptoying a certsin de- 
gree of duplicity ; if riot denying oorfelvei a certsin gr»- 
tification be a crime, or a venial fanlt ; you always bang 
betwixt thefe two deftJnies ; and your confcience can never 
render you the teftintony, that on any occafioR you niade 
choice of the party in which there was no danger.- - 

Thu), you know, that a life of pletfure, of gaionig, of 
fbow, of amufemcnt, when even nothing grofi or crimi* 
na) ii mingled with it, ia a party very doubtful for eternity ; 
no laiat, at leaft, has left you fiich «n «iump(e : You are 
fenfible, that more guarded and more Chriftian manners 
would leave you nothing Cmilar to dread; neverthelefsyou 
lore an accommodating doubt focttEr than an irUbme bfie- 
ty ; yoi^ know that grace hu' moments which never return ; 
that nothing is'more uncertain than the return of holy tm- 
pulfes once rejeflcd : that falvatioa d^rred almoft-alwayi 
fails ; and that to begin to-day, it prudently aSiiring our- 
felves of fuccefs; you know it; yet you preCcr the un- 
certain hope of a grace to come, to Ax prefent felvatiwi 

' which offers itfelf to you. Now, mybretliren, I only de- 
mand of you tworefle£tions, and I fliall flnilh. In the firfl 
place, ■ When even in this path which yon tread, the ba- 

* lance were equal, diat is to fay, when it were equally firf- 
picions, whether you are to be faved or loft ; did the Dnal. 
left portion of faith remain to you, you would be plunged 
in the mod cruel alarms ; it ought to appear horrible to 
you, th>t -^"our eternal falvation was become a problcin> 
upon which "you knew not what -to decide, and upon 
which, with equal appearances of truth, you might deter* 
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nine for the happincTs or the mifery of your everUfU^g 
lot, ia the fame nunner as upon tbofe indiflerent queftions 
which God hu yielded up to the controverfies of men : 
You ought to undertake every thing, and to employ every 
ezeitipa to place appearances at leafl, in your favour, aqd 
to find out a fituatiou where prejudice! would be on your 
£de : And here, where every thing concludes againll you ; 
where the law it unfavourable ; where you have nothing 
in your fovour but fome fallacious appearances of rearon, 
upon which, you would not hazard the fraalleit of your 
temporal ioterelb ; and with nunners^ which to this period 
have laved nraie, and in which you only ftrengtben and 
comfort yourfelves by the example of thofe who periQi 
with you ; You. are tranquil in this path : You admit of, 
and acknowledge the wifdom of thofe who have chofen a 
ipore certain one ; you iay that they are piaife-worthy ; 
that they are ht^py who can aflume fuch a command over 
ihemfelvea ; that it is much Mer to live as they do ; you 
fay this, and you think it needlefs to imitate, or follow 
their example P Madman ! cries the Apoille, What delu< 
fion is it that blinds thee ? and wherefore doll thou not 
obey that truth which thou knowed P Ah i my brethren, 
in a choice which intereAs our glory, our advancement, 
our temporal interefls, are we capable of fuch impru. 
flence ? Of all the various ways which prelent themfelyes 
to- ambition, do we leave thofe where every appearance 
fcems favourable to our fuccefs, and make choice of fuch 
as lead to nothing ; where fortune is tardy and doubtful i 
and which have hitherto been only produflive of mif- 
fottune P Of blvation alone, therefore, we make a kind 
of fpeculation, if I may venture to fpeak in this manner ^ 
that is to lay, an undenaking without arrangement, wjth- 
•ut precaution, which we abandop to the uacenaioty of 
events,. 
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fonts', and of wSftK' (itH XM^ff c*ia!finii be? tx^fBreS 
from chance, an* not IroiA oiir ^trtfoHf. Irf i' l*<rtiJ,- al 
my Uff refleftioh, alWvf rirf t6 Aflt, Why f6\i teitdk (At, 

to yourfth-es, Of the ftaniifer in #h1cfi yott B#<! ? lsa» 
foa witti io W fatfca. or yoii ^e dtWrtfiiuea to ife bft: 
Do you'w!ffa' to be fived ? ChtJofe rtieh tfie niftflfproprt- 
jWtei's 6F attiih'ing What you irpWe to. Qfait thofc doi^i 
fill paths, by which none have hitherto brtn conddfted tA 
it ; ton5ne yo'uffelvei to that which JeWs Chrift hits pblni-- 
ed out to ui, And Which alone czn fafely lead us to k ; dt) 
iot apply yourfeWcs to ftflcn ifl your d*n fight tbt dangCT* 
4f yoiif own lituatidn, and to view them in the moft fiki. 
voiu^ble ligliC iii order to dread them left ;' rather -bii^atf 
<hi danger to yotir iiiirid: We cahhoi dread tocLtfiuch; 
what wd cannot (bun too fouch ! Aiid falvatloli is thi 
6nif concern *hCTe precaution can rievelr be ejicetllVt; 
becailfe a mif^e in it is without i^nitdy. See if ttiofi 
*rho once followed the fame deceitful paths in Which yttti 
tread, and who employed the fame rcafons that you itiake 
nfe of, foi their jufiification; liave confined themfelveft tt> 
them from the moment that grace had operated in their 
hearts, ferious knd fincere d^res of falvation : They rk^ 
garded the dangers in which ^oti Uve, a* incompatible wtttt 
their dcfign ; they fought more fotid and certain paths ; 
ibey made the holy fiiTety of Miremettt, fueVced td tlftj 
inutility and the daAgers of fociety ; (He habit of prayer; 
to the diflipatio'A of gaiiiing Jind amufcfnents ; tfat guard Sf 
the fenfes, to the indecencry ^f dreifs, and the danger iX 
public rpeflacles ; Chri&ian mortificatioir, toVhe ibirneft 
of an effeminate and fehfiiiil life ; the gofjw! to the WOrld ; 
ihcy comprehended that it would be abfdrd to wifli "thrir 
Salvation through the fame mean^ by whtch others arc loft. 

But, 
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Ml ptebrre ladifiires widi rdigiok 7 W^ wiU yaa aL< 
tnyt fsck to {^ec fome fpeeiotM rcafous- on )K>ar Cdb ; lo 
ooucHlMfryourfflannerawkhtbcgefpci; and topieCcrve^n 
E Miy £ry. ifypeanmus ftill witb >:fua Chrift ? Wby arc 
yott'OQif btif finnKTSr and ffill leave to yoorgioflbfl paT- 
ibnsthe afelafii ohsok of tbe law ? Call off the rematoaoC 
thsi ydkje irtiid> it irkibiiie to yon ; and which, in Icffen- 
ll^ yakr pkafuret, lelTvns not your puniflimenc Wkv 
do you accomplifli your perditioa with fo much couOraint ? 
Iqplaceof thofc fcruples, >vhicb permit you only doubtful 
^vm, and deny youillU certain low, and manifclUy wicked 

prafiu, but which place you in the number of thoCc re* 
probatri who Ihdl usver poffcfe theJ^ingdomof God ; over- 
htp tfaeie boiuxib, and;iio longer place any Itsriu to .your 
gUilt, but tbofe of your cupidity : In place of tboTe Ioo£l 
«od woridly manneni, wbicb will equally prove your ruiiu 
rtftiCe DtHhing to your paffioos, abd, tike tbe beafta of the 
«aidi, jiM to the grotificatioB of every defire. Yet,, fis^ 
ners, perilb wjth all the freiti of iniquity, feeing you wiij 
cqaaJty rea^ tbars tad eternal ^uoiOimcttt) 

Bm, noi my dor hearer, we only gire you tbde coun> 
jieb of defpair, in order to infpiit you tvith a juA horror 
«t tbem ; it is a tender vtifice wf xcal, which only alTuino ' 
Uu ^ipeanmce of -esherting- you to tlcArufiian, that you 
xaxjf not oenfent yonrfelvcas aki! Eallow lalber tbofe re- 
msim of Ugbt, which ftill point out-the truth to you at 9 
difihnce ; it ii not Without reafon that tbe l<ord bas lutbertv 
IFreferved wtAtn yon tbefe feedi of falvBtion, and 4ae ncf 
peiinitted dl, «ven to abe principlei, ko be bloae4.eut : Jb 
ita cbim -udiich be ftiU prefctvai to ymv heart t Take 
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«are only that you found not up6D this, the viin hope of a 
future converijoo : We arc not permitted to hope, till we 
have began to labour. Begin, then, the grand work oS 
.your eternal falvation, for which, alone, the Almighly hat 
placed you tipon the earth ; and on which you have never 
as yet beOowed even a thought- Efteem to important a 
care ; prefer it to all others ; find your only pleafnret la 
applying to it ; examine the furefi and mofl proper means 
to biccced, and fix upon tfaem, whatever they coft, froia 
the moment yaa have found them out. 

Such is the prudence of the gofpel, fo often recommend- 
ed by Jefui Chrift ; beyond that, all is vanity and error : 
Youmay polTefs a fuperior mind, capable of every exer- 
tion ; and rare and Ihining talenU ; if you err with regard 
to your eternal falvation, yoa are a child. Solomon, fo 
efieemed in the eaft for his wifdom, is a madman, whofc 
folly we can now with difficuhy comprehend ; All worldly 
reaion is but a mockery, a dazzling of the fenfes, if it 
tnilUkes the decifive peint of eternity : There is nothing 
important in life but this lingle obje£l ; all the reft is a 
dream, in which any milUke is t^ little confequence. 
Truft not' yourfelves, therefore, to the multitude, which 
is the party of thofe who err : Take not as guides, men 
who can never be your furetics ; leave BOtbing to 
chance, or to ifae uncertainly of events ; it is the height of 
folly where eternity is concerned ; remember that there is 
an infinity of paths, which appear right to men, yet never. 
tbelefs condu& to death : That almoll all who perilh, do it 
in the belief that they are in the way of falvation ; and that 
all reprobates, at the laft day, when they Ihall hear their 
fentence pronounced, will be furprifed, fay* tbe gofpel. 
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at tbeir condemnation ; becaufe they all expe^ed the inhe- 
ffunce of the juft. It is thus, that after having waited for 
It in thb life, according to the rules of iaitb, you will for 
ever enjoy it in heaven. 

Now, to God, &c. 
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SERMON It 

ON THE SMALL NUMBER OF THE SAVED. 



Luke iv. sy. 

And many Lepers were in I/raelin tke time of Elifeus the 
Prophet: and none of them was cUanfed, faving 
Naatnan the Syrian. • 

HiVERY day, my brethren, you continue to demand of 
us, if the road to heaven » really .fo diRicuh, and the 
number of the faved fi ihdesd To fi^las we Tay. To a quef- 
tion, fo often propofed, and Hill oftener refolved, our Sa- 
viour anfwers you at prefent, that there were many widows 
in Ifrael afflifled with famine ; but the widow of Sarepta 
was alone found' worthy the fuccour oF the Prophet Elias : 
That the number of lepers was great in Krael in the time 
of the Prophet Elifeus ; and that Naaman was the only 
one cured by the man of God. 

Were I here, ray brethren, for the purpofe of alarming, 
rather than inflruQing you, I needed only to recapitulate 
what in the holy writing&we find dreadful, with xegard to 
this gnat truth ; and runnitigover the hifioryof the juft, 
from;igs to age, to.ihewyou, ,tkat.ia all times the number 

of 
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of ifae faved hari be«ii vflry fmalK ' The hmily oC Noah 
ilone&y«d EromtbegeiMnL flood: Abiah^m, oliolcn firqln 
jnoi^ mta, to be ihe fole Atfoitory'.ot .lint covettatiA 
Mth God : Jolhua and Calch, the only tw6 oE Gx biindred 
tfaooTand Hebrews, wha faw the had: of pvomife; Job 
tits only u^gfat matt in the Und of Uz : Lot, in Sodioia. 
To n{H:«£Bmacion& To alanning, would have fucceeded the 
b^iogc^of the Propbctt. la liatah, you vculd fee the 
tie& as rare as the grapee, which are foutid alter the vint. 
qgCr and have efcapcd the fearch of the gatberet ; ai rare 
^ tka blades whi ch resign by chance iik the Md, asd have 
cfca^d the Tcythe oE the mawer. Tt^ Evan^liQ would 
fliU<have added new train to die tsrrora of the£c immaget^ 
lAighf have ifpoken to you of two roads ; of which one i* 
narrow, rugged, tpd the path of a very fniall niUDber j 
the other broad,, open, and ftrewcd with flowers; and al- 
moft the general path of men. That every where, in the 
luly wtritiiigi, the multitude ii always fpoken of, h form- 
ing.the pany.of thoTeprt^ate ; while the f«ved, compated 
witl^ (he reft of mankind; form only a fmall floCk, fcarce* 
l^r peroeptible to the fight. I would have left you in fcant 
w^h: regard to your Ealvation ; always cruel to thole wha 
have riot renounced faith, and every hope of being amongl^ 
llie laved, fiuf wliat would it ferve, to limit the frniis of 
this tnllruSion, to the (iiigic point of pVoving. how few 
perfons are faved ? Alas I I would make the danger known, 
without'inftruding'you how to avoid it : IwouldlheW yoti, 
with the Prophet, the Tword of the wrath of God, fuf- 
peiided over your heads, 'without atTiding you to efcape. thfl 
Oireatened blow : I would alarm the confciencc, without- 
«)firu£tiag the Itnoer. 

, My intention is therefore to-day, in oar nvwali and Ipafl- 
BCr of life, to fcarch foi' the caufe of thit number being fo 
Vol. I. G fmall, 

I Ci,)(,)'^lc 



go serMok ii< 

fmalt. As every one Ratters himfcH he wilt not be ezctujk 
ed, It u of imporutice to examine if fait confidence be 
well founded. I wifh not, in marking to you the caufet 
which reader falvation fo rare, to make you generally con^ 
elude, that few will be faved ; but to.briog you to aOt (^ 
yourlelves, if living ai you live, you can hope to be fo. 
Who am I ? What is it I do tor heaven ; and what can b« 
my hopes in eternity ? I propofe no other order, inamatter 
of fuch tmporUnce. What are the caufes which render 
falvation fo rare ?-! mean to point out three principal oneS) 
which is the only arrangement of this difcourfe. Art and 
far-fought reafonings would here bit ill-timed. O attend, 
therefore, be whom you may! No fubjeA can be mart 
worthy yenr attention, (ince it goes to inform you, vhat 
may be the hopes of your eternal dcltiny. 



Part I. Few are faved ; becaufe in that number we can 
only comprehend two dcfcnptions of perfons ; either tbofe 
who have been fo happy as to preCerve their innocence pure 
and undefiled ; or thofc, who after having loll, have re- 
gained it by penitence : — Firft ca^fe. TTiere arc only tbefe 
two ways of falvation ; and heaven ii only open to the in- 
nocent or the penitent. Now of which party are you ? 
Are you innocent P Are you penitent ? 

Nothing unclean (hall enter (he kingdom of God. We 
mufi confec]uently carry there, either an innocence unful- 
lied, or an innocence regained. Now, to die innocent, it 
a grace to which few fouls can afpire ; and to live penitent, 
is a mercy, which the relaxed Aatc of our morals renders 
equally rare. Who indeed wilt pretend to falvation, by the 
claim of innocence? Where are the pure fouls in whom fm 
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Intocver dwelt ; and who have prererved to the end the fa< 
tnd treafure of grace confided to tbem by baptirm, and 
which our Saviour will re'dematid at the awiul day of 
. IHUufluaent f 

. la thofe happy days, when the whole church was flill 
hat an aiTembly of faints,, it waft very uncommon to find 
am Inllancc of a believer, wbo^ after having' received the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and acknowledged Jefui Chrift in 
the {acramenc, which regenerates us, fell back, to his for- 
Rocr irregularities of life. Ananias and Saphira were the 
only prevaricators ia the church of Jerufalem ; that of 
Corintb, had only one inceltuous (inner. Church peni- 
tence was then^ a remedy almoll unknown ; and fcarcely 
was tbeie found among there true Ifraelites one Cngle leper, 
whom they were obliged to drive from the holy altar, and 
fcparate from communion with his brethren. But Gnce 
that time, the number of the upright diratniflies, in pro> 
.pertion as that of believers inereafcs. It would appear, 
that the- world, pretcndtog now to have become almoft ge- 
nerally Chriftian, has brought with U into tfae Church its 
CfH-ruptions and i^ maxims. Alas ! we all.go a&iay, al- 
moft from^the breaQ of our mothers ! Tht firtt ufe which 
we make ot our heart is a crime ; our firft defircs arc paf- 
fions ; and our reafon only expands and inereafcs- on the 
wrecks of our imiocence. The earth, fays a Freshet, is 
infeded hy ^e corruptioa of thofe- who inhabit it : All 
have violated the laws, changed the ordinances, and bro- 
ken the alliimcc ^ich (hould have endured for ever : All 
commit (in ; and fcarcely is. there one to be found, who 
does the work of the Lord, Injullice, calumny, lying, 
treachery, adultery, and the blackelt crimes, have deluged 
the earth. The brother lays fuares for hit brother ; the fa- 
ther 
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^r it divided frbm hit chtMren ; the liaAiufl fworMB 
*% : Ttttn is no ti« whibh a -vile iavxtUt doet aot iH^ 
folvt : Good ^tti and probity are no longfr vrNuet bar 
imong the Jimplc people ; animofitie* we cndlcA j focofr.' 
ciliaiions feints ; and never is a former enemy regarded M ' 
a brother : They tear, ifcey "devour each other. Affttn- 
bltes arc nelonf^bm-for the puipofeof fAiib'tic aod^edfr* 
ralcenfure. The pureK virtue is no'kmgera piweSioi* 
ftxjm the maltgnily of tongues. Gaming is become either 
a trade, a fraud, or a fbry. Kepafli, thofe innM^iit tM 
©f fociety, degenerate ihto exceOin, of which we dare n* 
fpeak. Our age witnefTes horrors, with which our fordb^ 
thers were unacquainted. Behold then alreadyene pWSt'ol 
felvation Ibot to the generality ot nten. AH have erred.' 
Be whonr you msy, who liflen to me at prefent, the tirat! 
has been, when fin reigned over you : Age may pertiapi 
have calmed your pafllont ; but what was your yetAh? 
Long and habitual infirmities may perhaps have dif^uftett 
you with the wbrld ; but what ufe did you formerly maktf 
of the vigour of your heahh ? A fudden in^irdion ot 
grace may have turned your heart ; but do you ni>t mo'ft 
fervently ifltreat, that every moment prior to that infpiraJ 
tion may be efiaced from the remembrance of the Lord f ' 

But with what am I taking up my'tine ? We are all 6tH 

Iter*, O my God ! And thou knoweft our hearts : What 
we know of our errors, is peihaps in thy fight the mtfft 
pardonable ; and we all allow-, (hat by innocence, we,havrf 
no claim to falvation. Thete remains, therefore, oaiy oha 
Kfource, which is penitence. After our fliipwteck, -{ay 
rtie faints, it is the happy plank, which alone can tondnd 
us into port ; there is no other mean of falvation for uii 
Be wbotn you may, prince or fubjefl, great or low, peni- 

tence 
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tanalane cm -btn yea. Haw ^nak aw 't6 alk, viIkm 
oetheip^MCent? Yon wiU And -more, fays-a faotfiztbtri 
Vfco have «ev«r follen, Uian who, attn their ^1, haveraif; 
■*d thetnfetTea by trac repCMince : l^ia it aierrible faying; 
bw -de not bx «« cvry thingi too ^; The mith is fuffi- 
cMbtl}' dreMffuJ, without aid'tag n«r terron to -it by vaia 
deolMURoicin. - 

Let UB only cxaroioe, if the n^^my -of w-have a right 
iNoDgh 'pcmteuce to falvatisn. What is a penitent ? Ac« 
oording ta TenvW'tta, » penitent it a believer, who fcek 
tvpry tnument the unb^pineft which he fonnerly bad, to 
fwgtt and ItfCe IMS' God ; who has his guilt inceRancly bo< 
fOM his eyvs; viho finds «very where the tracoi and Te< 
nrttnbrance of it: k ■ 

A pcnitem is a man, vnimded by God, with jodgment 
Igaioft himfelf; who tfitofes himfdf the moft innocent 
pteaTttres, becaufe be had Jornicrly indulged in the looft 
criminal ; who puts up with the moll neccflary ones witH 
{win ( who now regards -tui body as an enemy, whom it m 
oectifxry to conquer ; as an unclean veflel -which mull b^ 
psrified ; as an unfaithEul debtor, of whom it is proper to 
exa£l Che laft faithing ; a penitent regards himrelf as a cri- 
ninal •condemned to death, becavfe he no longer is w«r- 
Ay ttf life. In the lofs of riches or health, he fees only a 
privation of favours -that he had tbrroerly abufed j in the 
tnitiiUiaiions which happen to him, but the p»ns c^ ^'i 
guilt; in ihe agonies with which he is racked, but the com- 
mencoQetlt of thofe pBnithments he has jullly merited ; 
-Aidh is a penitent. Bst I again a(k you, where amongd ii« 
Are peaitenti of this defcription? Now look around you. 
1- >do not lell- you to judge your bradKcn. but to examine 

what 
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wbat «e tbt Tnannert and monltoE tbofe who funound 
you ; nor do I fpeak oi thok open and avowed finnen ; 
who have thrown off even the appearance of virtue, I fpeak. 
only of thofe who like yourfetvei ]ive like the generality ; 
and whofe afiions prefent nothing to the public view, par- 
ticularly fliatnfful or depraved. They are finncn ; and 
they admit of it : You are not innocent ; and you eonfeft 
it yourrdves. Now, are they penitent ; or are you ? Age, 
avocatiom, more ferioui einployinenu, may perhaps have 
checked the Tallies of youth : Even the biuernels which tb^ 
Almighty has made attendant on our paflions ; the deceit*, 
the treacheries of the world ; an injured fortune, with « 
ruined conftitution, may have cooled the ardour, and con- 
fined the irregular defires of your heart ; Crimet may have 
difgullcd you even with crimes ; for palfions gradually cx> 
tinguilh themfelvcs. Time, and the natural inconitancy of 
the heart, will bring thefc about j yet nevertheleft, though 
detached from Tm by incapability, you are no nearer your 
God. According to the world, you are become more pru- 
dent, more regular, more what it calls men of probity ; 
more exafl in fulfilling your public or private duties ; but 
you are not penitent. You have ceafed from your difor- 
ders ; but you have not expiated them : You are not con- 
verted : This great ftroke ; this grand change oi ifae heart, 
which r^encratet man, has not yet been fek by yon. tie,~ 
venhelefs this (ituation, fo truly dangerous, does not alarm 
you ; Sins, which have never been walhcd away by Cncere 
repenunce, and confequently never obliterated from the 
book of life, appear in your eyes as no longer exifting; and 
you {will tranquilly leave this world in a flate of impeni- 
tence. To much the more dangerous, as you will die, with- 
out being fenfible of your danger. What I fay here, is not 
merely a raOi exprefhon, or an emotion of zeal : Nothing 
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israorereal, or more exi£Uy true: It isthe fituation of aU 
atoft all men, even the Wifeft and tnofl efteemed hy the 
world. 

' The inoratity of the younger ftagcs in life, is always lax, 
if not' licentious. Age, difgull, and eftahliOimenis for lire, 
fix the heart, and withdraw it from debauchery ; but where 
are thofe who are converted ? Where are thofe who expi- 
ate their CTimes by tears of forrow, and true repentance ? 
Where are thofe, who having begun as fimiers, end as peni- 
tents ? Shew me, in your manner of living, the fmalleft 
ftace of penitence. Are your grafpingsat wealth and pow- 
er; your anxietiei to attain the favour of the great, (and by 
thefe means an increafe o( employments and influence), 
ire thefe proofs of it ? Would you wilh to reckon even 
your crimes as virtues ? That the fufferiogs ot your ambi- 
tion, pride, and avarice, ffiould difcharge you from an ob- 
ligation which they themfelves have impofed ? You are 
penitent to the world ; but are you fo to Jefus Chrifl 7 The 
infinnitics with which God afllifls you; the enemies he 
raifes againil you ; the difgraces and lolTes with which be 
tries you ; do you receive them all as you ought, with hum- 
ble fubmilEonto his will ; and far from finding in tbemoc- 
cafions of penitence, do you Dot turn them into the objefis 
of new crimes ? It is the duty of an innocent foul, to re- 
ceive with fubmiflion the chaftifements of the Almighty ; 
to difcharge^ with courage, the painful duties oi the llation 
allotted to him ; and to be faithful to the laws of the gof- 
pel ; but do (inners owe nothing beyond this 7 And yet 
they pntend to falvation ; but upon what claim 7 To fay 
that you are innocent before God, your own confcience 
iriU bearteAimonyagainft you. To endeavour to perfuade 
ytourfdves that you are penitent, you dare not ; and you 

would 
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wtKilJ condemn yourfelvcs througS your own mduAs. Up* 
on wt^at then ilofl thou depend, O man! who thui liveA 
. to tranquil ? 

' And what renders it ftiil more drcacE^l is, that afUii^ in 
this manner, yoii enty follow the torrent : Yonr moralu 
arc (he morali of altnoft all men. You may, pettiaps, bs 
acquainted with fome flill more guihy, (for I TirppoA: you 
lb have ftill fomC fmtiments of religion, and' regard' for 
your falvation) ; but do yon know any real penitetits f I am' 
ifraid we mull fearch the deTerli and' folitudM for th«m: 
You can fcarcely partic,ularife among pcrfons of raiifc aad . 
urage of the'Woi-ld, a fm&tl number whofe morala; mi 
mode ol life more auflcte and more guarded than tho 
generality, altraQ the attention, and v*ry likely the cenfar« 
of the public : AH the reft walk irl the fame path^ > 1 fits 
dearly that every one comforts himfelf by the examplcof 
his neighbour : That In thiA point, children fncceed to thd 
^tfe fecurity of thcfr father ; that none lire -innocent j 
that none die penitent : I fee it ; and I cry, O' God I If 
thou haft not deceived us ; if all thou haft tdd ui with re- 
gard to tht rbad to eternal life, Oiall be fulfilled to a point ; 
if the number of thofe who mufi perifli, ihall not influence 
THEE to abate from the feverity of thy laws, what will be< 
come of' that immenfe multitude of creatures which every* 
hoUr difappears from the face of the earth ? Where me our 
friends, our relations who have gone before us ^ and what 
is their lot in the eternal regions of death ? What IhaH' ws 
ourfelvcs be one day ? Wheil formerly a Prophet complain- 
ed to the Lord, that all Ifrael had forfaken his protection; 
He replied, that fevcn thoufand fiill remained, who had 
hot bowed the knee to Baal : Behold the number of purs 
and hithful fouls which a whole kingdom then contained. 

But 
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Bat ciHtUkA t&au JUn,~Olx>X' Q(^-'' QMifaet the tngiufh of 
liii^ fefvaftls tpH^jF by tbq fani« afflii-anoe.?' I know tbM 
thiiie aye difofior.ftill fona lipnght amog^ m; that tbq 
](ri«fthood kas Qitt itK Ftii^ui' ; th/i sugiAnoy in Samm* 
•!•; ibe Swv(i. iu: joSms.; ike Court its JDanieb, iu 
KOhcn, ^dits Davj^.; fopdia wfurld only exifis far httjl 
chofen ; and all would perifh were the number accoloplifb* 
ed : But thofe happy remains of the children of Ifrael who 
Bull inbarit falvacion, what an tfaey, catnpwftd to the 
gndiw'Or&ad in tbeiiB ; I toean to that numb» at fuinei* 
idiq oonbitiortbeivewid^buAioRp' Yov come after thi% 
■y Jutthna, to cwquirc if it be true, tbat few Deit b^ 
fcued. Thoo liaA &id it, G my Gadi and qonfsqu^t^ 
it u i tniA whioh.will cn^ro for pvtT% 

■■ Bqt, even a^ictiHg ibai th^ Ali^ighty had aot fpebca 
tuatf I would wiiii :i» tba fecopd fl^ct, to nviow, ^f am. 
Inlbint, what pa^ among men i Tb« iaw»)iy which tb*f 
angbvBtntfd t Th* maxiqu by wbieb the iqubilude is t«<- 
gulated: Tbift i> (he fccond aaur* of the paueitf of the 
faved ; aad.'propCtty (jpealcing, ii only a dpvch>peneM of 
ib« Bitt : ' The ftHVS of habit and eut^oms. 

• Pasv II.- Hew peo^« an faved, becaufe the toaxinu 
aoft univer(^))y rt^ved iq all couotries, and upon whiok 
-depend, in gsneral, il)« qoorals of the multitude, are in- 
compfttiblc with lUvation. Thf rules laid down, approved, . 
mnd authorifed'by the world, with regard lo the application 
»f wreallb, tfac lavc'et' glory, Chr^ian moderation, and 
tfaedutist.of ofiocs-and e»nditions, aro djarnetricaDy o^h 
pofite to thofe of the Evangelills ; and confi?quently can 
lead only to death. I Oiall not, at prcfent, eqtcr into a 
^katl too cxtcttded for a difcouTle', and too Utile ferious, 
'paFb«p&, for OmUiaiui ■ - 

Vol. I. H I need 
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' I need not tell you, that it is m eAablilhed coAom in Uw 
woHd, to allow the libeity of proponioaing expcDces to 
' rank and wealth ; and provided it is a patrimony we in- 
herit from our anceflors, we may diflinguifh Olirfelvei hj 
the ufe of it, without reftraint to our luxuiyT or without 
regard in our profuiion, to mj thing but our pride and 
caprice. 

' But Cbriftian moderation has tti rules : We are not tba 
abfolute mailers of our riche* ; nor we we entitled to ^'ufe 
what the Almighty has beftowed upon us far better pur- 
pofes : Above all, while tboufandi of unfortumte wretcbea 
languifli in poverty, whatever We make u(e of beyond the 
wants and neceflary expencea of our fiation, is an inbu* 
manity to, and a theft from the poor. Thefe are refine, 
meots of devotion, fay they ; and in matters of expence 
' and profufion nothing is cf cellive or blameable, according 
to the world, but what may tend to derange the fortune. I 
need not tell you, that it is an approved cuHdid, to decide 
our lots, and to regulate our choice of profelGons d^ fitua- 
tions in.life, by the order of our birth, or the interefts oC 
fortune. But, O my God < docs (be minillry of .tby gof- 
pel derive its fource from the worldly confiderations of a 
carnal birth ? We cannot eftablilb all, fays the World, and 
it would be melancholy to fee perfons of rank and birth ia 
avocations unworthy of their dignity. If bom to a name 
diHinguiftiedin the worid, you mull get forward by dint 
of intrigue, meanncfs, and cxpence : Make foitune your 
idol. That ambition, however much condemned by the 
laws of the gofpcl, it only a fentiment worthy your name 
and birth. 

You are of a Tex and rank which- introduce you to the 
gattics of the world: You canootbut do u others do: 
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YoO muft. frequent all the public places, when .thole of 
^■our age and rank ailembte ; enter into the lame pleafurcs ; 
^jtafa your days in the {ame frivolities ;' and expofe youifelf 
to the lame dangers ; thelie arc the received maxinu ; and 
you are not made to reform them:. Such is. the dofirine 
of the world. 

Now permit me:to ailt you here ; Who coofinns you in 
thefe *ays ? By what rules are they.jijftified to your mind ? 
Who aiithorifes you in this dilTipationi which is neither 
agreeable to the title you have received by baptifm, nor 
perhaps to thofe yon hold from your anceAors ? Who au- 
.chotifn thofe public pleafures. which you only {hipk inno> 
cent, becaufe your foul, already too familiarized with (in, 
fetii no longer the ilangerous imprefiiona or t^dency ol 
them f Wh(^ authorifes yoii to lead an'efieminate, and.fen.- 
-fual lile^ without vjrtue^ fufferance, ot any religious exei;- 
clfe ? ' To live likb A Aranger. in (he midft of youc own fa- 
mily, difdaining to inform ybuTfelf wjtfa regard to t}se mo- 
rals of thote depeAdeot;iupon you! Through an afiefle^ 
flate, la he .ignorant whether they believe in the fame 
<Tod; whether th^. fulfil the. dut^s of. the religion you 
profefs ? WhoaathOTifeiyou in maxims fo little CbriQian ? 
jsit.tbe gofpel of Jefus ChriH.? Is it the do&ine of the 
Apoftks and faints t For furely fome rt^ is neceflary to 
aOuK us that we are ifi JEifcty : :What is yours ? Cuftoip : 
.That is thconly reply. you can make. . We fee none around 
w,: but what.conduQ Ibemfclves in th» £iine way and by 
' "the-fone rulfc. Entering into the world,, we find fhe man- 
'tten ib^ady eJUbUaied :' Our fathers lived thus, and from 
them we copy our culloms : The wifofl .conform to them.: 
'An individual icannot be wtfer than the whole world, and 
mnft not pretend to make himfelf - fingular, by ailing con- 
trary 
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Dlrir 'botfatntnb i^xtint vl nc (cnort ot irBgira i . flioBb 
»& op to the 1i4f. The pnbltt «zaA>plb igkbednl^gaaM*. 
kee of tor iMritk. We tienr 'MBa% th«^ s tbrfio^ 
^irit laykitbe iHwit^ tfae (itopkArc VMk t Ttenn-iSv. 
viour has l^ft us rules, in which neither timfel, iiga,.nto 
cultomsi can ever auihorile the fmallell change : That the 
heaTCMs and the carA QnH ■pak iRcaf >; 'that nrflpH*' and 
fainmenAall-Clnn^tif hatttnt tfae i)i«dae 4tM viH tveti 
iBftingly be ttie feme. 

We cbtiteat AmMva wirii ttokh^ amund a» : We dft 
iMt rcAed, that whetJat {n^bot u« IcaH roftoai, wMl<t, 4ft 
fonneriiMn, fo^fon dfb Wrarati of GhnAians beoAaa do. 
llfeiMwH hmetaannigardMl'n motaftrbui fiogulariiin^ 
«nd,-it'C»mrpnonhai|(midMlfiiiac'dittpt9n*(l, lAtri^viceK 
■fhMlgh'theiy'liwVBhiA.dKiv fti^larilys' haw iim lot dKft- 
■^ihj We'<lai'n<H Tflflefl, «bx weAaMM >Al^al t^ 'tte 
•^oflKl, Bnd'nott>y mftdn.} ty iIk ekanptei of tipe .hb))^ 
%nd n«t hf ttteta opinSotfi'; thKUbBiialricf, wU«&)aio driy 
vfiabtiOifcd anKRig t>tlitrv(»s by the itrWiiMitm »( Mth; ai^ 
^idiora we )re_t6 Umem, not exaln^fts «rb aic to 'fallowi: 
"Diat hi Aangiiig tbeninnen, they -have nM chaigM'or 
duties; that Acconmion' ifbd ^neral eaatople vhicih lati. 
^orifes thtitt, only prolvn that Ttrtufc javarc, 4iut ttot sb^ 
^profligacy 4c permitted iln a y/tfri, -dnt fritftf Wid -a iMd 
CfarMian Mfe fcie (oo ■m^auble to bur depraved ndWrt;, 
CV^rio ^-pitAifcd fii^«l«'aiaJor)(y of -mtm. Gome' ntm 
■sai fa^t ithitytni.daly itoai othm dos It is cxafily hf 
"rini ifom Mai^xta lyviftivet.- 'Wlhat ! •thie -nioft terrible 
'^ertdfait^ of yoar tcondemnattOD, 'flnU beceme the tai^r 
motive for your 'cOofiddfice'l Which, vccorAiiig to the 
■AwiptinMi K Uie HMd thttt stfbdiiQi <o doMfa'? Oa it an 

thu 
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■Utt^viiOtiM idajority ^fdes ?; WUtfb AOtke* partV of 
ifae reprobate ? li it iMtlhe.«mlti«ye?': Y«« 4d iibAifi( 
but w4iA Mhcih do ; fittt tftu^ in Um timi of Noih, pe* 
•Hheii BJl who vKtk butiri undar the vwks «f tfab Detugc t 
All -wbN.iil the Ude M MebudwAiieBzin ^roflrued ttem* 
iplvfas beratT'thc golden xdf i AN who, in tWt titae of £it«- 
j«l|,' inweA die fcoec to <Bul i AH wAo,' nr die -time ■«( 
fkaxic, flbBndeded the law i>f their fathtfW. Yc^a'onlf «U 
-whf t oAieri Ad ; Intt that tb exaSljr what tiifa Stciipttirte for*. 
Ud.i Dehbt, Skyitfary^ renforibi yonriiriTei taathii ifeoiTtipU 
fed B|^ : NbWf the ctnni^tdii a^ wrwas mt iho ffiull auah^ 
k» of juft, whom j'Oa tndeavotK' not to iskabc ; 'it meaM 
«lie:nmlmij4ewhaai yon foUoW. Vba only dbwhat'nthen 
Jb:..Yva will crmTei^uentl^-ntpenancet^'fainclot. 'MetfTk 
■** Ivfifny » tSien. («n^ &iAict<ly .St. AuguAinQ,) fatal toV- 
if tBnt,.irf bfltnctn 'CuftonB^ wilt. Ami never Sufytnd t!lj 
4 t«infel T» the End Svik ifabu dra^ in the -cbiliireti of 
iiv:jWABitii'tIiin* inmenTcalul ilonriblt riiiyTa.?" 

: Jri iptecE trf -ir^wjio-obtfelTes", ".WSiat afeiraf -Iwqies P 
.*<InrWifejftiJnA-i)t"jeflMai»ifttliWE«pe-rwortadB.j btfc 
p'-ticoGd-Bi)d''i^pen( by.wteh'abiioaar'vi^bb'wwldpsflnt 
l<f KndwhicfafcaditbxIeMli.^ the bther tarnDw, itbeiisfewib- 
t**ideedeiiterr,andVliithooDdslftttb life<etM4fal ; ^ wbkh 
■^f lof thefe ami 7 jA«e my aitonlt the Afud oii^-efipcrfaiia^ 
■"m^Itatik, ^e, indfitoationm lik>? lA'SLl-wjthtfaegrtJK 

"nvn^r? S^hen IiMn'-not jntfac ligfatfiatb; ,1 «tii lofing 
■"-ny&lf : Thcgrtat niniiber tnevdry .-flaitfrn -i^ iiot 'the 

X party of die Atvcd." Ear iwom teafomng iri tjtis: nit»< 
iaer, .wc i^ totmrEelvn, " I dB not in t woitfe iflcte tlwii 

" otiKTS ; idofe 'of -tny <tink and mgi {li«e ias I «lo ; Whfr 
-^ ftonldl mfltve tite tlicnii?" Why, :iny^ (dear jiAirerf 

SV); that vdiy neafan : Theigeneial.tiiode of li^png eaaiMt 

b« 
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be that of a Chriftian l!fe : In all ages, 'the holy line bcfll 
remarkable and lingular men : Their mannen were aj. 
ways different from thofc of the world ; and they have on- 
ly been faints, becaufe their lives had no (imilarity to 
thofc of the reft at mankind. In the time of £fdm, in 
fpite of the defence againft it, the cuftom prevailed of tn-^, 
tetmarrying with firanger women : This abufe became. ge> 
ueral : The priefts and' the people no longer' made any 
Temple of it: But what did lUis holy reftorer of the law; or 
■did he follow tfie example of his brethren ? Did he believr 
that guilt, io becoming general, became more l^itimate ? 
■No. He recalled the pci^le lo a fenfc of the .abiiTe : Hi 
took the book ot the law in his hand, and explaining it to . 
the affrighted people, correSed the cuftom by the truth. 
Follow, from age to age, the hiftory of the juft ; and fee 
if Lot confonned himfelf to the habits of Sodom, or if 
-nothing diftinguiflied him fi«m the other inhabitants : }f 
Abi^am lived like the reft of his age : If Joh refenibled 
the other princes of his nation : If Efiber conduced hcr- 
felf in the court of Afaafueriis like the other 'womeil of that 
Prince : If many widows in Ifrael refembled Judith : If, 
among the children of the captivity, itij not faid -of Tobias 
alone, that he copied not the condufi of his brethren ;and 
that he even fled from the danger of their commerce and 
fociety. See, if in thofe happy ages, when Cbriftians w^re 
all fainU, they did not Ihine like lUrs in the midll of the cor- 
rupted nations ; and if they fcrved not as a fpeOaclie to an- 
gels and men, by the ftngularity of their lives and man- 
ners : If the Pagans did not reproachthem for their retire- 
ment, and fhunntng of all public theatres, places, and 
plea'fures : If they did not complain that the^Chtiftians af- 
fefted to diftinguifl) themfelves in every thing from tbdr 
fellow-citt^ens ; to form a fcparatc people in the midft of 

the 
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lite people ; to have their particular laws and cuQomi ; and 
if a man from their fide embraced the party of the Chrif- 
Uans, they did not confider him as For ever loQ to their 
plcaTures. alTemblies, and cufloms : In a, word, fee, if io all 
ages, the faiiits whofe lives and a£lions have been tranfmit- * 
led down (o us, have refembled the reA of mankind. 

Yon will perhaps tell us, that all thefe are fingularitiea 
end exceptions, rather than rules which the world is obliged 
to follow : They are exceptions, it is true; but the rcafon 
is, thitt the. general rule is to throw away faU'ation; that a 
leligtous and pious foul ,in the midll of the world, is aU • 
ways a fingularity approaching to a miracle. The whole 
world, you fay, is not t^liged to follow thefe examples ; 
but is not piety the general duty of all ?' To be laved, mull 
we not be holy 7 Muft heaven, with difficulty and fufier- 
tnce, be gained by fome ; while with eafe by others ? Have 
you any other gofpel to follow ; other duties to fulfil ; other 
promifes .to hope for, than thofe of the Holy Bible ? Ah I 
Since there was another way more eafy to arrive at fdlva- 
tion, wherefore, ye pious ChriAians, who at this moment 
^njoy id heaven, that lungdom, gained with toil, and at 
the expence of your blood, did ye leave us examples To dan< 
jerous and ufelefs ? 

. Wherefore have ye opened for us a road, rugged, dif- 
agreeable, and calculated to rcprefs our ardour, leeing 
there was another yon could have pointed out, more eafy, 
and more likely to attra£l us, by facilitating our progrefs ? 
Great GodI how little docs maakind coufult reafon in 
the point of eternal falvation !* 

' Will you confole yourfclves afterlhi) with the multitude, 

aitf tfaegreataett sf the number could render the guilt un^ 

puniflied 



pairiflted, ind ih* Mmi^my durft not «Mt<lMnn i^ i%alb 
who live li)t» you ? But -wlMt we «lt cieatuNB is tW fighk 
of Ooi ? Did tht iniritilu4e'^ the gwky prweat. Uw 
from deflfoying dl fleli U tlw-DcIugC'? Fvon niikiiig iw 
'from heaven defeend upon the five iniqailouicitic&f Fjo» 
burying in the woten of tbe-Red Sea, ^banobsMd all M* 
army p From llril^ing with death all who murmured in 
thfrdefert? Ah! Thekingi of tlMurth^ayhave rcgarito 
the number of the guilty, heeauf* lh« punilbMvm Wratnos 
impolTihle, or at leaft dangeroui^ whin th^ &ult i^hocetn* 
general. But Cod, who wipts th« -inpiom, fay« Jolv 
from off the face of ihc «trdf, 'u«>a wdpci the duft 
from oW a garment ; God. tn whfift fight all f«afl* 
and nations are as If they H^ere not; wmktff DM di« guik 
(y: He hai regard only t<t tha crintKi -aiil«{l'ihat ibm 
weak and mirerahk 'fmnef ^ab Axpta Irtirn. bic.iiiAipp^ 
accomplices, ii to have th«m M dompaniont in' lj)s ttiifctjra 
So few are faved [ becavft the rnaximf mat utufatiMy 
adopted, are maxims of fifi : So friw are favoi^, hacauf^ 
the maKtms and dmie* mofi uniVflrfidlyunkiiom], orrtt* 
jc£led. arc thofe moll indifpen fable to falvatJon. LaS r»< 
fleSion, which is indeed nothing mora than the proofi 
and the explanation of the formor onei. 

What arethe engagements of the holy vocation to which 
we have all been called ?' The folemn promifei oT bB^ifm. 
What hare we promifed at baptifm ? To FMonnce tb* 
world, the devil, and the (lefh : Thefe are our vows : This i* 
the fituation of the ChriAtan : Thefe are the eReotial con> 
dittons of our covenant with God, by which etarnal li£e 
has been promifed to us. Thefe truths appear funiliart 
and deftined for the common people ; but it is a mifUicc : 
Nothing can be mcn-e fublime ; and alas ! nothing 1*5 more 
generally unknown: It is at the court of kingn, and M 

the 
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the prtncci of Uie earth, that -without ceaGng we oUght to 
announce them. AIa« f They are .well inftruQed in all the 
a^n of the world, while the firft principles of ChriAiaa 
tnoralitjr are frequently mote unknown to them than to 
humble and fimple heart*. At your bapti(Ri, you have 
then renounced'the world. It is a promife you have made 
to God, before the holy altar ; the Church has been the 
guanntee and depofitory of ' it ; and you have only been 
admitted into the number of believers, and marked with 
the undefeaiible feal of falvation, upon the faith that yoa 
have fworn to the Lord) to love neither the world, nor 
what the world loves. Had you then anfwered what yoa 
DOW repeat every day, that you find not the world fo black 
and pernicioui as we fay; that after all it may innocently 
be loved ; and that we only decry it lo much, becauCc ws 
do not know it ; and fince you are to live in the world, 
you wiJh to live like tbofe who are in it : Had you anfwer- 
ed thus, the Church would not have received you into its 
bofom ; would not have conne&ed you with the. hope of 
ChriiUans, nor joined you in communion with tbofe who 
bave overcome the world : She would have advifed you to 
go and live with tbofe infidels who know notour Saviour. 
For this reafon it was, that, in fotmcr ages, thofe of the 
CatechumeD, who could ' not prevail upon themfelvcs to 
renounce the v/oiU and its pieafures, put off their baptifnt 
till death ; and durfl not approach the holy altar, to con< 
tra£l by the facrament, which regenerates us, engagempnia 
of which they knew the importance and ^n&ity ; anx! lu 
fulfil which, they felt themfelves ftill unqualified. YuU 
are therefore required, by the moll lacred of all vows, to 
l^e the world ; that is to iay, not to conform jouifri^'es 
to it : If you love it, if you follow its pieafures and cuf- 
toms, you are not only, as St. John fays, the enemy of 
Vol.!. I Go4 
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God, but 70a likewife renounce tht fiiitb gfv«n in ti3p> 
ttfm : You ibjure the gofpd of JeCus Chrift : You are alt 
apoAate ^om religion, and trample under fool the mofi (<i> 
ered ami inwocable vowt tbM man can make. Now, 
what is tfaii world which you oaght to bate ? I have only 
to anfVer, that it is the one you love : You will never 
mift^e it by this mart: : Th» world is a fociety of fin- 
aers; whofe deirres, fears, hopes, car», projcfls, joyi, 
and chagrins, no longer turn but upon the fuccefle* or 
Misfortunes of this Kfe. TTiis world is an aflemblage of 
people, who look upon the earth as their country; ih* 
time to come as an exilement ; the promifes of faith a« » 
dream ; and death as the greateft of all misfortunes, "niit 
world is a temporal kingdom, where our Saviour is un- 
known ; where thofe acquainted with his nairle glorify bias 
not as their Lord : hate his maxims; defpife his fonov- 
' erg ; and neglcft or inrult him in.his fftcraments and wor- 
fliip. In a word, to give a proper idea at once of tfaia 
world, it is the great number ; behold the worM, which 
you ought to fhun, bate, and combat agaioft by your ex- 
ample. 

Now is this your fituation with r^ard to the world f 
Are its pleafures a Estigue to you ; do its exce^ afflid 
you ; do you regret the length of your pilgrimage here ? 
Are not its laws your laws ? Its maxims your maxims ? 
What it condemns, do you not condemn 7 Do you i>ot 
approve what it approves ? And fliouM it happen, that 
you alone were left upon the canh, may wc not fay, that 
the corrupted world would be revived in )*ou ; and that 
you would leave an exafl model of it to your pofterity ? 
When I fay you, I mean and addrcfs myfelf to almofl all 
men. 

Where 
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IVfiera are tbofe who fincereJ^ renounce A^ pleaTuru, 
tabitSi maxims, and hqpes of this world ? We find maajr 
m\vo coiBplain of it ; and accule it of injuflice, ingratitude 
«nd caprice ; who fpnk wjuml; of iu abufin and errort.; 
but in decrying, they continoe to love, to follow it ; tbey 
CBnnot bring ihQpifelvM \.o do without i( ; in coaaplainiug 
^ it« injuflice, they are pnly piqued at it, they ar^ nvt 
undeceived ; tliey f««l its hard treatlDent, but they ace 
nnacqua^ted with iu A%t\^ets ; they cenfure, but- where 
are tbofe who htKc it ? And now. fny br^hrc<>» you fo^ 
judge, if ravay c^,n h^ve » clai*i to ftlv^tiw). 

]n ibe iecend place, yQu have resottoced the fUfli V 
y^m tkHptifm ; tb«ii it to by. yqu are Mgagietl not to live 
•ccordiqg to the feBfual ^petites ; to regard even indo- 
' JtBce iod eScmintcy 4s crmes j, not to flatln- tbe corrupt- 
«d defire* of the fieA ; but to chaftife, crufb, and crucl- 
■fy'tt. This is aot ae acquired perfsflion:; u is ^ vov ; it 
is the firft (Jf all dutim ; 0\9 character of a true ChrifiiaB, 
and infeparabis from faith. In a WHd, you have anathV' 
nattzed Satas and aU hts werks ; And what are his worits ? 
That which coin^es aJmoA the threaid and fftd of your 
his; 'pomp, pltcaftirQ, luxury, jand4if&pation: laying, ai 
which he tf tbc fatlwr : pc^kk, of wbidi he is th^ atotiek; 
ya^fmif dsd icoBtnttion, .^ which fat it tbe tNifan : B«t 
I «ft yoq, wbert «ne thofe who hvi* tux wuhdraws -An 
aniitbemath^hfKl'proiiouaicedagain&Satan'P Now conCr- 
quemty, (lo nention it ai we go aloag), bcholil many of 
•ttte ^Heflioiw anfwtEed. 

Xoit. comiauaUy denunl ol us,, if tfacatm Mid adhcr 
^bNc places of aatufemcnt. be innocent recreations fikr 
Cfarifiiaiu. In return, I have only one question to alt 
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you. Are they the works of Satan, or of Jefus Chtift f 
For there can be no meidium in religion* I mean not to 
lay, but what many recreations and amuferaents may be 
termed indifferent : But the moll indi^rent plearam 
whidi religion aUows, and which the weaknefs of our 
nature renders even ncceffary, belong in one fenfe to Je- 
iiis ChriS, by the facility with which they ought to enable 
us to apply ourfclvcs to more holy and more ferious duties. 
Every thing we do ; every thing we rejoice or weep at, ought 
to be of fuch a nature, as to have a couneflion with Jefui 
Cbrift, and to be done for his glory. Now, upon thU 
principle, the moft incontellible, and moft univerfally al- 
lowed in Cbrillian morality, you have only to- decide 
whether you can conneEl the glory of Jefus Chrift with 
ibe pleafurea of a theatre. Can our Saviour have ai^ 
part in fuch a fpecies of recreation ? And before you enter 
them, can you, with cmifidencc, declare' to him, that in 
fo doing, you only propofc his glory, and to enjoy the 
fstisfafiioD of pleaGng faim ? What ! The theatres, fuch 
u they are at preTent, Aill more criminal, by the public 
licentioufnefs of thofe unfortunate creatures who mount 
them, thui by the impure andpalEonate fcenec they lepre- 
fent : The theatres are the works of Jcfus Cbrift ! Jefu* 
Chrift would animate a mouth, from whence are to pro- 
ceed founds, lafcivious, and intended to corrupt the heart? 
Butthefe blafphnnies flrike me with horror. Jefus Chrift 
vould prefide in aflemblies of fin, where every thing we 
hear weakens his dofirines ; where the poifon enters into 
the foul by all the.fenfes ; where every art is employed lo 
inspire, awaken, and juftify the paffions he condemns ? 
Now, fays Tertullian. if they are not the works of Jefus 
Chrift, they muft be the works of Satan : Every Chrif» 
tian ought, therefore, to abflain from them : When he par- 
takes 
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takei of them, he violates the vows' of baptifm : Howe* 
wr innocent be may flaiter himfelf to be, in bringing from 
dtcfe places an untainted heart, it i> fullicdby being there j 
fince by his prefence akinche has participated in the worlcl 
of Satan, which he had renounced at baptifm,' and violat- 
ed the inoft facred pronufes he had made to Jefui ChnS 
and to his Church. 

Tbefe, my brethren, as iliave already told you, are not 
merely advicei, and pious arts ; they are the moll efTential 
of our obligations : But alas ( who fulfils them T who even 
knows them ? Ah ! my brethren, did you know how far 
the title yon bear, of Chriflian, engages you ; conM yoil 
comprehend the faii^lity of your fUte ; the hatred of the 
world, of yourfelf, and of every thing, which h tiot of 
God, that it of dains you ; that life, according to the Gofpel; 
that continual watching, that guard over the paflions : in 
a word, that conformity with Jefut Chrill crucified, which 
it cxa3s of "you ; could you compr^end it; could 'you 
remember, that as you Ought to love God with all your 
'heart, and all your Arengtb, a tingle defire that has not 
connexion with bim defiles you, you would appear a mon- 
'fter'in yoDf own fight. How I would you fay toyouWelf, 
duties To -holy, and morals To prophaae > A vigilance To 
continual, and a life fo carelefs and didipated 1 A'love of 
God fb pure, fo complete; fo univerfal, and • heart tb« 
continual prey of a tboufand impulfcs, either foceigo o* 
criminal; If thus it is, who, OmyGodt willbeouitled 
to blvation ? 

Few indeed, I am afraid, my dear bearer : atleafiitwiQ 
not be you, (unlef* a cbaage ufces phce,) nor thofi; who 
refen^le you : it will not be the multitude. Who Ihall 

be 
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be land? thofe who work their falvation with fear an4 
trembling ; who live in the iDidA of the world, but not 
like the world. Who flull be faved t that ChriAian wo. 
sun, who fhut up ia the circle of her doaeftic dutiei, 
rears up her children iii (aitb, and in piety ; dividei her 
Ikcart only betwixt her Savtour and herhufband ; u adoita> 
ed with delicacy and modelly ; (its not down in th^ aflem* 
blies of vanity ; makes not a law of the ridiculous cuftomt 
ef thf world, but reflates thefe cultomt by the law of 
Cod i and makes virtue appear more amiable, fty her ranfc 
and example. Who Ihatl be faved ? That believer, who. 
■D the relaxation of modern times, imitates the manner* 
of the fifft Chriftians ; whofe hands arc cteaa. aodhitheart 
pure ] watchful j " who bath Dot lift up his foul to vani* 
tyj" but wb&, in the mkUl of (he dangwsof the gre«« 
world, continually applies himfelf to paniy it: Jitd, 
who fwears not deceitfully againft his neighbour, rtor if 
indMXed to fraudulent ways ior the innocetd afj^randifc* 
nest df his fortuoe : Generous, tvho wjth heneiitt repay! 
the enemy who fought his ruin : Sincere, who facrificet 
not the truth io a vile inteeell, and knows not the part of 
rendering hunfelf agreeable, by betraying his coofcicncet 
Charitable who makes his houfe and interefl the refuge of 
fats tellaw.ereaturei, and himfelf the confofation of the 
affli£led.; tegards his wealth at the propeity ot the poor j 
humble in affliSios, chri^n under injuries, and peni^ 
lent; even in profperity. Who will merit falvacion f Yon, 
my <lcBr hearer, if you wHI follow thefe examples ; for 
fuch are the fouls to be faved. Now thefe afluiadly do 
not form the greatell number : while you continue, there- 
fore to live like the multitude, it is a point of behef, that 
you cannot pretend to UvatioD. 

Thdci 
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Thcfe, my brfthren, are truths which fiiould m&ke u* 
fremble ; nor are they tbofe vague ones which are told to 
all men, and which none apply to themfelvea : Perhaps 
there is not in this aOenibly, an individual, who may not 
iay of' hitafelf, " I live tike the great number ; like ihofe 
*■ of my rank, age, and fituation : I am lolt. fliould I die' 
" in this path." Now can any thing be taore capable of 
aUrminga foul, in whom Tome remains of care tor his faU 
ration Rill exiA ? It is the multitude, nevenhelefs, who 
tremble not. There i% only afmall number of juft, which 
operate* apvt, its falvation, with fear and trembling : All 
the reft are tranquil. After having lived with the multi- 
tude, they flatter tbemlelves they Ihall be particutarifed at 
death ; every one augurs favourably for himfelf, and chi- 
merically thinks he Ihall be an exception. 

On this aocosnt, it is, tny brethren, that I confine my- 
Mf to you, who at pre{em are aflembled here ; I include 
BOt the relt of men ; but confider you as alone exifling on 
die eaith. The idea, which occupies and frightens me, it 
this, I 6gure to myfelf the prefeni, as yourlaft hour, and 
the end of the world : That the heavens are going to open 
above your beads : Onr Saviour in all bis glory, tO'appear 
in the midft of dii temple ; and that yoo are only aflem- 
bled here to wait his coming, like trembling criminals, on 
whom the fenteace is to be pronounced, either of life eter- 
nal, or of cverlalling death : For it is vain to flatter your^ 
felves, that you fhall die more innocent than you are at 
this hour : Alt thofc delircs of change with which you are 
amufed, will continue to amufc till death arrives ; the ex- 
perience of all ages proves it ; the only difference you 
have to expeQ, will mofl likely be only a larger balance 
^ainA yoa than wbu yon would have to anfwer for at 
prefect ; 
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prefeot: And from what would be your de&iny, we;e 
you to be judged this momeat, you may almoA decide 
upon what will take place at your departure from life. 
Now I alk you, (and conne£ling my own lot with youn, 
I alk it with dread,) were Jcfus Chrift to appear in this 
temple, io the midft of ihk alTembly, to judge ut, to make 
the dreadful reparation betwixt the goats and (heep, do 
you believe that the greateft number of us would be placed 
at his right hand 7 Do you believe that the number would 
at lead be equal ? Do you believe there would even be 
found ten upright and faithful fcrvants of the Lord, when 
formerly five cities could not fumilh To muiy ? I alk you. 
You know not : and I know it not. Thou alone, O my 
God f knoweft who belong to thee. 

But if we know not who belong to him. U leaft we 
know that linners do not. Now, who are the juH and 
faithful, aflembled here at prefent ? Title* and dignities 
avail nothing : You are ftripped of all thefe in the prefence 
of your Saviour : Who are they ? Many finners, who 
wifii not to be converted ; many more who wifli, but al- 
ways put it off i many others, who are only converted in 
appearance, and again fall hack to their former courfes : 
In a word, a great number, who flatter themfelves they 
have no occafion for couverfion : This is the party of 
the reprobate. Ah ! my brethren, cut off from this aflem- 
bly thefe four claOes of fmners, for they will be cut off 
at the great day : And now appear, ye jull : Whei;e are 
ye 7 O God ! where are thy chofen ? And what a portion 
remains to thy fbare ! 

My brethren, our ruin is almbll certain ; yet we think 
not of it. When ^ven in this terrible reparation, .which 

will 
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iKH one diy tale place, there (hould.be only one finnerla 
Ail aflonbly, on the fide oF the reprobate ; and that a 
roicefrom heavtto-lkoDld aOucc ui-of it, without paiticH- 
hriiJog him : Who of us would not treipble, leaH ho 
flibuld be tlie uitfonunAe and devoted wretch P Who oC 
at would not imisediatdy apply (o his confcience, to ex-i- 
imine if his crimes merited not this punKhment 7 Who o( 
lu, feized with dread, would not demand of our Saviour, 
atthe Apnfiln foiteerly did, and fay, <* Lord, is it r?" 
Ahd,Ibou)d a IJnall rcTpite he allowed to our prayers, who 
of' us would not ufe every effort, by tcp^, fupplications, 
and finccre repentance, to avert the misfortune ? Are we in 
cUr feofiM, my dear hearers ? Perhaps, among all who lift- 
tq to mc. ten' juft would not be found; perhaps fewer: 
Wbu dotLaoH', O niy God hi dare not with a fixed eye 
ttgui the depths of thy judgnents and thy juftice. More 
tliaaooe perhaps would not be found amongft us all. And 
this dinger aSeOM you not, my dear hearer ? You perfuade 
yourfelf, that in this great number who Ihall perifli, you 
will be the happy individual ; you, who have lefs reafon 
ptfrhaps tb^n any other to believe itj you upon whom 
atone the fentence of death Qioutd fall, were only one of 
all who'bear mo, to fufier? Great God! How little are 
the terrors of thy law known to the world 1 In all ages; 
the juft have Jbuddered with dread, in rcfl^ftiog on thie ^e^ 
verity and extent of' thy judgments upon the dcftinies of 
men : Alas } What do they prepare for the children of 
Adaml 

Bat what are we to <oaclude Irom thefe grand truths ? 
That al\ muft defpair of falvafion i God forbid : Tbe im. 
pious alone, to. quiet his own feelings in his debaucherict, 
endeavours t9 perfuade himJelf, (bat all men Oidll periOi as 
iwell as he. 
Vol. I. K . This 
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Thit idea oagfat not to be thr fruit of &t prtfeo* £f« 
CDurfe. It ii newt to naitctm you with regard to th$ 
gcnenl error, tint any oik may do wbaterer otbcn dm i ta 
convince you^ that in order to merit £ilvttion, yoa-mul 
diAiogHifli yourffllvei from the teft ; in the wdft of tbi 
world, lead a life te the g\ory of God, moi refcmbl* dm 
the multitude. 

When the Jew< were led in captivity from Judeato Bfc 
bylon, a little heiate they quitted their own CMinUy, th* 
IVophct Jeremiih, whc»n the Lord had fbibid to leave Je* , 
ntfalem, fpoke thui to them : " Cbildmi of Ifrael, wbe> 
" you Ihall arrive at. Babylon,, you will bdiold ibt iahtbi* 
*-* uots of that conntry, who carry upiHi their flioulden 
•* godt of filver and gold : All the people will proftratfc 
** themfelve), and adwe them. But you, (iu- fnHn allowiof 
t' yourfclves by tbefe examples, to be led to impiety, f«y 
*• to yourfelvet in fecret, It ii tboa, O Lord I whom wC 
** ought to adore." 

Let menowfioilb, byaddreffiogtoyou theAmewordit 

At your depattnre from this temple, you go to enter 
into inothn Babylon t You go to fee idola of gold and fiU 
ver,' before which all tnen proftrate themfelvcs : You go td 
tegaio tbe vain objeOi of human paflioot, vreakfa, glory, 
and pleafure, which are tbe godt ot thia world, and which 
almoA all men adore : You will fee tbofe abules, which all 
tbe world permits ; thofe errors, which cuflom authorifcs ; 
and thofe debaucheries, which an infameui hfliion baa al- 
Qoft conitituted as Uws. Then; ray dear bearer, if you 
wifb to be of the fmall number of true Ifradites, fay in 
the fecrecy of your heart, It is thoa alone, O my GitA i 
whom we ought to adore. I wi(h oot to have ctHmeQioA 

wiA 



-,T-7-^-, Google 



ON TBI aiUU. SCMBIK Of THE SAVED. 7 j 

Srid • pea|ile, which Lnowi thee not : I will have no other 
JUttbaa thy holy law : the goda, which this foolilh muU 
Ikude adore*, are not gods : they are the work oi 
die bands of men ; they will perilh with them : Thou 
ilone, O my God ( art itnnuHtal ; aad thou alone delerv- 
eft to ha adored. Tlte cuAoms of Sahylon have no coo- 
ne&ioD with the holy laws of Jeniralem : I will contiaue 
tg wor&ip thee with that fmall auniber of the children of 
AbrabaiD, which ftill in the midll of an infidel nation com- 
poTes thy people : With them, I will turn all ray defiret 
•oward&the Holy Sion ; The fingularity of my manners 
will be regarded as a wcakncfs ; but bleOed weakoefs, O 
my God I which will give me ftrength to refift the torrent 
9i cuftoDU, and the feduaion of example : Thou wilt be 
ny God in the midft of Babylon, as thou wilt one day be 
in Jerufalem. 

Ah I The time of the captivity will at lall expire : Thoa 
wilt call to thy remembrance, Abraham and David : Thon 
wilt deliver thy people : Thou wilt tranfport us to the holy 
city ; Then wilt thou alone reign over Ifntel, and over 
the nations which at prefcnt know thee not. All being 
deftroyed ; all the empires and fceptres of the earth ; all - 
tlw monuments of human pride annihilated ; and thou 
alone remaining eternal, we then Ihail know, that thou 
Art the Lord of hoflt, and the only God to be adored. 

Behold the fruit which you ought to reap from this dif- 
ceorfe ; tive apart ; think without cealing, that the great 
number work their own deftru£lion 1 Regard, as nothing, 
alt cifA^Mps of the earth, unlefs authorifed by the Uw of 
Gq^i mJMmaewbtT, ib^ beiy mta hv/e ia ^ll ag/s beta 

h 



-,..-7=rir, Google 



70 C 1 K M O H II. 

' It is thus, that after diftingoiOiing yourrdm from tT^ 
(inrul on earth, you will be glorioully feparated ^m ttem 
in eternity, 

Now to Cod the Father, &c. 
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, tHE DISGUSTS ACCO MP ANTING VIRTUt 



JOHM X.' 31. 
Then the Jttoi took up Jlenes again, tojtene htpi. 

JjEiToLD tlieti, my brethren, the iHarlcj of gratitude 
■which Jefus Chrift receives from men j behold the confola- 
tions which Heaven prepare! for hini tn the painful exer- 
cife of his minillfy. There he is treated as a SamA'itan, 
an'd-poUeffed by the devil : Here they take lip floncs to 
ftone him; It is thus that the Son of God has pafled all the 
time-rf'bis mortal life,' fontinuaIfj< expofed to the mofi ob^ 
ftinate bontradi3ion, finding only hearts infeRJIible to his 
kiitdneJTes, andrebeiliousfothe truths which he announced 
to ibem, fit never did he all6w the fmalleft fign bf impa. 
llencc, or 'the Icaft complaint to efcape him. 

And we, my bt^ethren, we, his members and his difcr 
ples^alat! the fmalleft difguRs, the fmalleft contradi£Honi 
We expertftnce in the praftice of virtue, revok Oar delica. 
cy ? frofnthe moment we ceafe to rc'ifh thofe attradionsi 
tha fehfibiltty which fofttns every thing to be found pain- 
fill in duEy, (here it nothing but complaint atid murk 
troubled, difcouraged, we are tempted almolt to abandod 

God, ' 
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God, and to retura to the world, u a more agret|ble and 
commodioiu mafier : In a word, we would wiih to find no* 
^ng in the fervtce oF Cod, bat pleafure and coofolatioa. 

But our divine Matter, in calling us to his Icrvice, hat 
he not decbred, in exprefi terms, that the kingdom of 
beavaii ii ooly to be gained by conqueft; and that aoat 
but tbofe who do violence upon tbemfelves. can force it ? 
And what do thefe words Cgnify t Unlefs, that entering 
into the fervie* of G«d, we ire not to pronHTe ourfeWes, 
that we fliall always find in it a certain IweetneTs, a certain 
relilh, which deprives it of ^1 pain, and caufes it to be 
love^ ; OQ the footnuy, H is almoft aertiiiii, that in it we 
flull experience difguAs, and conuadifiions which villexi 
frcffe oyr patifoce. and put our fidelity to iirequ^ trials ; 
tfiat wc Ihall often feci the weight of the yoke, witboitf 
fpejing tbf pnflt^on of gtaoe, which renders it light am) 
^y ; be^aufe piety cjTeniially oppofct the gratification of 
fwr former tiQea, andohgioal.inclioatiwst for whicbt Wfi 
liwsys preTerye foipc unhappy remains oE temderoefi, ami 
^h>ch we cannot mortify, withoutmaiuiigthehcanifufiia-) 
that be&det, wc fiiall have to .undergo the eternal capricef 
•f V) iofonflflnt and^ volatile heart, (q difficult to fix, that 
witbput F«Mfoa or foundation, it is ^ilgufled in a moment 
. with what it formerly loved tnofi. Beholdt ay hretfana, 
what we ought to have expeAed, when we embraced the 
qufeof virtue; Here, it is the time of combat and trifJi ; 
peaine ai>d felicity are only for heaven ; but notwith&aodt 
ing this, I by, ^tU it ii unpift to form the cUfagreeabli* 
circun&ancet which in^ accompany virtue in this life, 
a pKtezt either to abandon God when we have begun tQ 
fervehim;'ortobeaftaidtoferv)eliin( whrnwehavcbet 
gun to know bin, 

BehoU 
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' BAdU mjr ictTooi : In the fii^ pUcfc, bcciub t 
in iasviuUe in thta life : Becoiwliy, beckafe thoTc ol pi< 
«Cf are not To bitter u we im^ne them to be : TbirdljTt 
bcciure tbcy are leTs fe than thofe of the worU : FdunMyt 
Weaufe, «Kie thejr e^ualljr to, they yet poGbri nfourcit 
which thofe of the world have not. Let iu inveftigatt 
4iele edifying truthi, and implore the afliftanee of divint 
(race tvwaidi their proper ciplanatioa. 

, RiFUCfriov Ij I Ay* in the firft ptoeei beaaufe difguA* 
nc ioeviuble in thii lift. Alai I Wc complain, that tbc 
ferricc of Ood dtfgilfii a» ; bat fueh is the condition ofthii 
niftrritlc HCe. Man bora fally to enjoy God, cannot bt 
fa^py here below, where he never bdt itbperfeflly poflU'i 
bin ; dl%ti#i are a neceflkry confeqaence of the inquie^ 
tnde of a heart wfaieh ii out of tb place, and it unable to 
fiad It on ^ tank ; which feekt to fix itfelf, but cannot 
iritb all the treated heii^ which fntrDnnd it ; vfaich) dif^ 
gttfted with every thing elfe, attadiei itfelf to Ood ; hut being 
■Bri>le to poffefs him ai f\dly ai it it capable of doing, feell 
alamyt that fiwacthing it wwiting to iti httppinefs j agitate* 
itfelf, :in order to attain it, but eta never completely reach 
it bera I finds iti virtae alaioft the fame void and the htat 
StfUti it had found in fin ; becaufti to whattver degree of 
giace it may may be exalted, (here fiill r^naini much ti» 
accomplilh before it can arrive at that fulnefs of rigfateotilheft 
and love, which will poflefs our whole hean ; will fill all 
eardcfiret; extii^ft all vai paffioot ; occupy all oijr 
tboughti ; and which we can never find but in heaven. . 

Were it poffible to be happy in this world, we Ihould 
oodoabtedly be fo in ferving God ; becaufe gtace calm* 
our paffioni ; moderate! our defiret, confobn our SaStr- 
ing*, and givei ut a foretafle of that perfefl happinefs we 

expefl 
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vxpcS'; »at witidi in flufll not enjo/, but m il' blefled 
imntortality. Of ill the. fittudons in winch una- cm find- 
faimrelf ' in this }ifc, that of righleoufuli uadoi^ftMtt^ 
bring* bint oeareft to felicity ; but as it atwayi lesves.faiin 
to the path which coiulufis to it,' it Icrvc* him ttkeviTe 4iU 
maeify, and in one iemfe mifenbte. 

Wc are therefore unjuft to complain o( the diigoA^ 
which accompany virtue. Did the world make iti follow, 
eft happ/, we fliould then have reafon to he (KSKiriM, 
•Enot being fo in the iervice of God :' We might' (hen ac^ 
cirfe bin of ufing hit fervaottf ill ; of depriviag-theni'of 
an happinefi which is due to them alone i thkt farfiFom M>> 
trading, be njtBt thetn ; iad that the worid-ti preferable- 
to bin, u a more conrolingand faithhil maSer. But exk>- 
nine all 'fhtions ; interrogate all finnen ; cooflilt in rdtt-t 
tion the partizans of all the difierent pleafures which the 
wdrM prbmifa, aad'thedffierentpaflidns whichitinfpiret; 
the ehvitas, the ambitious, the voluptuous, the .iiKbrftM, 
tbe-reveitgefill : ifone are happy ; each comptuni ; no one - 
is in his place; every condition has its inconvenlcncies ; 
and forrows are attached to ^ery ftation in life H llie 
world is the habitation of the diTcoBtentedt'and the dlf- 
'gnfts which accompany virtue, are iniicfa mati a confix 
queoce of the condition of tbii mortal life, than any m* 
perfcftion in virtue' itfelf. 

Befides. the Almighty has his reafons for leaving the 
moll upright foulj below in a flate, in fome refpe6ls, al- 
ways violent and difagrecable to nature : By that, be 
wtfhes to difguft ut with this iniferabk:' life ; to make us. 
long for our deliverance, and for that immortal cduotiy, 
whcr«nathing'll)ail-moiebe wanting to our-happin^fs. 

I fed 
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THE OJICUItB AdCOMTAMnNG VmTUZ. VI 

' '1 ftifl vrkbin "me (fays the Apttftle} a fail hw m bppofr. 
-tioa toUielawoF God ; the good that I would, I do not; 

'.bst tbe«vi! wbieh-IwoAldnot, that Ido. 'Now, if Ida 
that' I wouldnott it ia. no more tthat do it, but fio (hft 
dweUeih in ne. I find then a law, that when I-wouM do 
good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of 
God aft^ the inward man ; butl fee another )<<w in tny inflh- 

-ben,' warring againfttheltw of my mind, and bnogiog ne 
iatoxaptivity to iHe law of (id « hidi ii in my members. O 

. wrttcted- man thait 1 am ! who fliall dditor jne from ihr 
hddy of this detftb ? Behold the mofi natural efTcft whirh 
rii&dirguftt attached to virtue, ought to operate- in a Chrif- 
titn bean : Hatrftl of ourfelva ; contempt of the prefenc 

'lfle;-adelirefor et«nialriches; an eager anxietytogo and 
tfiioy- God, ' and to be.delivcrcd frooi all the tnireries infic- 
l^rablc fram tbii noiial life, 

^ ^ Sefld«»^ were vittoe always to be accompanied- with feiK 
)Uile*cmfolari(rt» ; did it continually form for man an hap- 

•py-Md ti^ab<tuit flate in this world, it woold beoome a ten» 
poral recompenfe-; in devoting oHrfelves (o God, we 

. fkould no lotiger feek the good of faith, but the conkiii- 
dgus of feU-lovc; we would feek oorielves, t^ileprcw' 
trading to feck .God ; we would propofe to ourfelvei, 
ia virtue, tfaat - confcious tranquillity, in which it places 
tbe heat, by delivering it from thofe, violent and rcftlcTs 
paflioni which tear it cominually, rather than the obferv- 

■mce of the rules and the duties which the law of God 
impofes on ui. Tbe Lord would then hav^ only merrena- 
ly and . int'erefied worQnppers, who would come, not to 

.parry his yoke, bm-to repofe themfelves under the fbadsw 
of- his voice; workmen, who would ofier tbcmJelv^BOt 
fomuch to Jabour in his vineyard, and fupport the f^tigtm 
Vofc. I. i. gf 
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•(tbrdfi^, ■odtbeiipprdfiMitift'behMt, HMMvierie^te 

in traHquillily tfa* flmiu : Servant*, who, lar Uvm impijovt 
ing their taleat for tile ^efit of t,b«r qotficri would tiMM . 
ilt to tbcir crtni utility, mi enpk^ h on^ for ^hM qwtt . 



Tfae aprigU live by f«tb ; now bith Irape*, bvt cvfcqW 
aot in thit world ; a]) it yet lo cotae for ChrijEtiani'.; tbfia 
•DuaUry, then rt«he», their pleafu(«>, their inheritonceri 
Aeir kingdom ; the piefeBt i) not for t^eai. Hfn, jt i» 
the tine of trilntUtiDa aod afflt^on i Henw ttist. fl»f» oS 
exile, aod a foreign country, wh«re tem and figha bq^ 
eorae the only conlbbtioo ol the foitUulj * i* URreafooti. 
hSe to exped delight* ia a place -wken «veiy thing recatti 
the remcmbnsce of oar adteriee; vrib^re erery thio^ 
prefents new danger* to ui ; nfaere we Ekvc ftirroun4cd Iqi^ 
rocki ; where wc are a prey to a tiboafand eneiniet ; where 
every ftcp indanj^en vox defiruGtibn ; iTfaen all <»x dt(y* 
are marked by foae new infidelity ; wbere, ddivtrol i^R 
to ourfehres^ asd wicbout the alfifiancei of beayfPt We dp. 
nothing but cv^; where wefpread the corruption of oiw. 
heart over the fmall portion, even of good, which gtae* 
enaUes us to accomplifli ; it ia uiiR»foaabte, I fay, ta 
frek felicity and human coofbiations in a rrfidcnce fo me^ 
lancboly and difagreeeble to the childrett of God* Tfaq 
dayi of our mourniiig and fadnefa are in thit world ; thole, 
of peace and joy will cone aJterwardi : If, by abaodoij* 
ing God, we cauM acquire real h^pincTt, onr Htconftancy . 
would feera at leaft to have aa excufe; but m I have aL. 
ready laid, xht wm-ld has iu difgufti at welt at virtue ; by- 
cbanf^ng our mater, we only chaise oar puni&ioent ; in 
diverfifyiiig our paffiont, we only divcrfify our forcovt. 
The world has more finilinf afyeOn I coafdj, than vir- 
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tto; Vst ev» i y»rf>e i * tberotlby it tn\y tfoid>fe'a»d ves* 
pliM «f ipirit ; aBd£nce cuetaro iodviubk in thit lifc^ 
jod w« vnft-nKOUBUr dilgu&s oUkor aa the |rtn of tbff 
Mrofid or of virtue, can we balaace for ■ menent f i Is it 
flwt jnefintbleto {jifier merilorioully tbanto-fufftriavaioi 
•nd be able lo place om faEerings otAy amoi^ft tlie num^ 
fcw«f ournima? fkAtntth: Di^oAi arc incvitAk iit 
msliU. 

Khuot. U. Butlft^, in tbebcood placet tbattboit 
•f pietjr ore oat /o bitter a> we rcpre&tt thetb to ourfelvcii 

" ' Tor, nqr brcrthieo, akfaot^h we agree ttutt the mngdoa 
%l Ood fnffin vlolance; that Jdm Ghrift, it u>m*i 
in order to make fcpantiooi and retrcDchments wbicb 
«oft much to our nature ; that the period of thif 
prefiait lift ia At time ef tke birth »£ (he Idiw nUn, 
ted' alwaya fioMowCd by pain aad forijowat aed thai ' 
In onkr t» feooacile ua to Godi we mat befin by wagt 
iag a cnttl war agalnft ourfclrea ; ytt it doe* Rot foUoWi 
•tat the lot of a foul; who fcrrtf the Loid. i« to b* pU^ 
and that the dtfgafta which acconpaay virtue ate fo 1^ 
4cr ar the world nprafenti. Virtue hat only the peqadi- 
cet of the feolet. tdid of the paffioat a^oA it t A lias do- 
Aing tdelanc^Iy but the firft glabce ^ and in bitbemeft ia 
aotfiMh alio render it a coaditicB which we Odfbtto fiy 
ft<sn a* ivfiippartataeand Wratcbsd. 

T«r, te Ihe firft place, we are Ibckerad in it from *h#- 
fifgoflt tif the wdrM and the paffions} and were virtue ta 
peffUt •lily ttw fiogle advantage of ptaciug ns fife fmn 
Ae tempefti of the paffiont ; from pfareofiet, jealouliea. 
fitfpictoat, and tttteniefa of bean; from the void of » 
woridly 
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«oridIf life; wh«i, hj turning to God, we JhonU :§iim^ 
only our freedom from tbe yoke of dte world ; our bciaf . 
placed a))9ve tbe reach>of iu hopci ; of its revohitkiiHk 
troublea, aad ctcnul-ciiingcs; the becomirg loaAefi of 
our own hcarti, and being dependent on none but our* 
felvet; our having nonebut God tOKccouat'With; ooroa 
longer fatiguing ourljelvet in vain, by running after phani - 
tomi, which continually elude our grafp ; alai I .Hie lot 
of a juQ: foul would always be worthy of envy ; whatever 
might be the bitter circumllancei accompanying viitoe, 
they would iliU be a thoufand timet more fupport»ble thaa 
the plearurei of the world ; and to mouni with the people 
•f- God, would be infinitely preferable to putieipaHng in 
the iafipid and cbildifli pleafurei of- die .ditldren of tbe 
•ge- 

Secondly, If virtue doca not prote3 us from theaffio 
tiobs and difgraces inevitable upon thii earth; it-at Icaft 
foEtens their afperity t it taakca our heart fubmiffive to 
€«od ; it nuke»' us kifa the hand which is raifad op. againll 
ui : it difcovers -in tbe blows with wbich the Lord affli£l* 
IU, either a cure for our paffions, or the juft panifbrnent ' 
«f our crimes. And were, virtue to have only tbe privw . 
lege of dimioj&iing our griefa, by diminifliing our atuch» 
menu ; of rendering us left feeling to our louest by grx- : 
dually dctachiug us from all tbe ohjefis wbich we may one - 
day lofe ; of preparing oqr foul for afflifiion, by keeping 
it continually fubmiffive to God; were virtoe to poflefs 
this confolation alone ; tias 1 ought we to lament and corn* 
plain oi any bittcniefs wbich attend it 7 Wfaat more caib 
be deflred in this raifenble life, where ahnoft all our day* . 
are diflinguiOied by new afflidions and adverfitie* ; where 
•very thing efcapet our grafp ; where our relations, frienda 

■ and 
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Md protcfiors; are every moment {batchetl from ut; an4 
c<lntmually falling around us ; wheK our fortune hai no 
jcHlenient, but changes in appearance every day ; alas 1 
wbat more can be defired tban a fttuatton which confolei ' 
us on thele events ; fupponi us in.thele fiorms ; cahns ui 
io' thefe agitations ; and which, in the eternal changes 
which take place h»G bflow, leaves tu at- leafi always the 
iame? 

Thirdly, Tbc^e reluctances and dilgufls which revolt u( 
ibbflrongty againft virtue, in reality confifl only in repref- 
Ong.the paflions which render us unhappy, and are ttie 
fdurce of all our pain* ; they are remedies a little grievous 
to-be ftire, but tbey ferve to cure evils which ate in6nite< 
ly more fo; it ii a conflraim which fatigues us,- but 
which, in fatiguing, • delivers us from a (lavcry which 
weighed u* down; it is a bittcmefa which mortifies the 
paffiona, but which in mortifying, weakens and calms them ; 
it is a fword which pierces the heart to the quick; but 
vihicb makes the corrupted and defiled matter to flow out 
£rem it; in fo much, that in the very moment of the- 
wound's greatell agony, we experience the comfon and 
certainty of a cure : Thefe are maxims which revolt our 
nature -and inclinations; but which, in revolting, recal 
-them to order and rule. Thus, the bitlcmefs and the thorns 
ofvirtue have always at Jeafi a prefeni utility, which recom- 
peafet their harOincfs ; in difgufUng, they purify us ; in prob- 
ing, they cure us; in paining, they calm ua. Thefe are not 
like the difgu&s of the world, of which nothing remains to us, > 
but the bitierncfs of thofe fatigues, of thofe conSratnts which 
our. paSions impofe on us ; and whofe only fruit is. that of 
augmenting our miferiei, by fortifying oi^r iniquitous paf- 
figiu : thefe are not the worldly violences which lead to ■ 
' nothing ; 
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Bodiing; are of no value; and freqnently lirrve onlyiS 
Hnder us hateful to thofe whom we would wi(h to pleafe; 
which lemove to a greater difiance from us, the favour* 
wc wiffli to merit by them ; which always leave us ouf 
hatreds, our defim, our uneafinelTcs, and otir pafnt} 
Thefe are violences which advance the work' of our fanEli' 
fication, which by degrees deflroy within us the work of 
fiD ; which perfeS, which adorn us ; which add every day 
a new fplendour to our foul, a new folidity to our virtues, 
* new force to our faith, a new facility to our approachet 
towards falvation, a new firninefs to our good dellres, ana 
which bear long with tbnn the fhiit that rewards and con-' 
foles us, 

t do not add, that the fource of our dirgulh is in our- 
felves rather than in virtue ; that it is our paflions which 
give birth to our repugnances ; that virtue has nothing in 
hfelf but what is amiable ; that were our hearts not deprav- 
ed through love for the flefh, we would find nothing Tweet 
and confoling but the pleafures of innocence ; that we ar^ 
born for virtue and righleoufnefs ; that thefe bught to be 
our firft inclinations, as they are our firll dillinSion ; and 
if we find different difpolitions within us, at leafi we havtf 
not virtne,'but only ourfelves to blame. I could add, that 
perhaps it is the peculiar chara3er of our bean, which 
fpreads for us fo much bittomefs through the detail of « 
Chriftian life ; that being bom perhaps with more lively 
jtalTiOni, and a heart more fenfible to the world and to 
pleafure, virtue appears more melancholy and infuppojtable 
to us ; that not finding in the fervice of God the fame at- 
iraQion which we have found in that of the world, out* 
heart, accufiomed to lively an<) animated plearures, is ntf 
toDger capable of reconciling itfelf to the expeCled dr^a-' 

rinefs 
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)fiiiel> erf' a ChriAiaa life ; tbat tfas cndlefi (Hffipatioti uk 
vbicfa we have lived, renden ths unifonnitj of duttel 
port trkfome to lu ; the agiution of panics and ptearumi 
rMirement more difgufting; our totil fubmiflion to iht 
{wffioni, prayer more painful ; the frivolous maxims witft 
jvhicb oir minds are occupied, the tmtbs ol fiiith mors 
ioflpid, and more unknown ; that oue mind being filled 
with only vain things : with fabufeui reading, if nothing 
worfe ; with chitnerical adventures, and theatrical phan- 
foml, is nd longer cap'ahle of reliOiing any thing foRd ; 
that never baring accuftomed onrfelvei to mj thing ftri* 
put, it is rare that the ferioufnels of piety doetnot difguft 
lu, and that ve find God to onr tafte, tf I dm to ^ab 
in thi* mmner. We who have never relifhed any thing ba( 
the world and its vain hopes. This being the caTe, wbal 
ba^inefs when Vc bring back to vtrtne, a heart yet incor* 
ruplcd by the world ! What bappinefs to enlei' into the 
Cervice of God, with happy tncliniMions, anit fome rcM . 
■Mint of our original innocence ■ When we begin early 
to knowthc Lord ; when we return to him in thai Srft Tea- . 
fan of our life, when the world has not yet made fuchr 
pioEcnmd and desperate impreflians ; when the paflions ftitt 
in their growth, bend cafily towards good, and make vir- 
tair, as it were, a natural inclination to us I What happi- 
infsjwfaea we have been able to put aa early check upoa 
QurhcAt; when, we have accnftDmcd it to bear. the yaks 
of the Lord ; and when we have arrelled, almoll in their 
tofancjr, patTtona, whtch render as miferable in our gutit, 
whI which Hkcwifc occafion all the hittemels of our vir- 
tiKs ! How many uncalinel&s, how many pai^s does it 
prevent I How many confolations does it prepare '. How 
aany comforts fpread through the xeit of life ! and what a 
ASinetice for the cafe and tnmquillity of our future years, 
betwixt 
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betwixt dzyt wbofc primitive one* have been pure, aoM 
thok whichi infected in their foiirce, have felt flow from 
thence a fdul bitterneft which has blafted. all their joys, 
ind rpread itfclf through all the remainder of their career ! 
It ii ourfelves alone, fays a holy Father, who render vir- 
tue difagrceable ; and wcare wrong to complain of an evil, 
in'whicKwe have fucha fiiare ourfelres, or to attribute 
laults to virtue, wbicb are our ownhandy^work. . 

. But granting thefe reBe3ions to have even lefs folidity ; 
were it even true, that we are not the firft and original 
caufe of our difgufts at virtue ; it is at leafl inconteflible, 
that the longer we defer our return to God, the more in* 
vincible do we render that diflafte which feparates ui from 
faim ; that the more we fhrinlt and draw back, the more 
do we fortify that repugnance within us to virtue ; that if 
the Chriftian life offers at prefent only melancholy and (e- 
dtout duties, they will appear more infctpportable in pro- 
portion as we grow old in the ways of the world, and in the 
ulle for its iniquitous pleafures. Could the dday of our 
converfion fwecLcn the bitter and patnful portion of vir- 
tue, by holding out a little loi^r againfl: grace, could we 
(d}tain a more favourable compofition, as I may fay, and as 
an article of it, fltpulate, that piety (hould afterwards be 
prefented to us with more charms and graces, and witb 
conditions more agreeable and flattering : alas ! whatever 
riflts we may run by deferring it, the hopes of foftening 
our pains and fuSerings might fervc in fome meafure to 
excufe our delays. But delay only prepares hew forrowtr- 
for us ; the more we accuftom our heart to the world, the 
more do we render it unfit for virtue : It is no lonf^r, fays 
the Prophet, but a polluted vate, to which the padions we 
have allowed to fettle in it, have cotnmunicated a ta&e 

and 
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ioi Trat/H of dcatb, which generally laft the Femainder ot 
h'fe. Thus, ny brethren, when-aftsr a long coarfe oC 
crimes, and deeply-rooted palRons, we mull retum to God^ 
what obftacles do not theHe frightful difpofittoos prefciU ! 
What infenfititlity towards good do we not find within our- 
'felves ! Thofe hearts, which the world ba« alwa^'s engroffl 
idi and who afterwards with to confecrate to God the r«< 
maiM of a life entirely mundane ; what a buckler of brafii, 
feys a Prophet, do they not c^ofe to grace t What hard* 
Befs of heart to the holy confolatioRS of virtue F They 
may Rnd it juft ; but it ii impoffible, they by, to find it amia- 
ble : They may return to God ; but they enjoy him no more 1 
They may nourifli thcmfclves with the truth , but it is no 
more for them but the bread of tribulation and bilternefs : 
They may feet the kingdom of God, and the treafure ot 
the gofpel ; but it is like unfortunate flaves. condemned to 
feareh for gold in the bowels of the earth, and wafte theif 
firength againft the oppofmg rocksl They may draw for 
water from the wdls of Jacob ( but they can only reap (he 
toil ; they can never partake of thofe comforts and confo- 
tations which baar peace and refrelbinent to the foul : Thej( 
wifli to draw near to God, yet every thing feparates them 
from him ; they wifti to fly from the world, yet wherever 
they go, there they carry it with them in their heart : 
They feek the fociety of virtuous people, yet in ihcii' 
Company they find a wearinefs, and a melancholy flifihcfs, 
which difgufts them with piety itfelf : They apply thcm- 
fclves 'to holy hooks; and alas! it is only a tirefome anj 
fatiguing decency which fupports iheir patience. It 
appears, that in virtucy they aCl a borrowed cbarafler, fo 
little does it become thent, and fo much does their part' 
conllrain and tire them: and although, in reality, they feck 
falvation, yet there appears a fomeihing fo foreign and con- 
llralned in their efforts, that we believe they ouly alTume 
Vol, I. M the 
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the f^niblance of it ; and that fe^ling themfelves dot bonl 
for virtue, they wiQi at leaft to give themfelves the appear- 
ances of it. ' 

Difgufts and weariDcflcs (houlil not, therefore, drive OS 
from virtue ; fince, in proportion as we raire from it, they 
become every day more violent and tnfupportable. But 
candidly, my brethren, is it for uc to reproach to God, 
tbat we weary in his fervice 7 Ah t Did our (laves and do- 
meflics make us the fame reproach ; had they to lament the 
wearinefs they experience in our fervice, they would cer- 
tainly be entitled to complain of it : Ouretemal humours, 
from which they fuffer fo much ; our fancies and caprices, 
to which they mull accommodate themfelves; our hours' 
and moments, to which they mull fubjeS themfelves ; our 
pleafures and talles, to which they muft lacrifice their reft 
and liberty ; our indolence, which alone cods them fo 
much ; makes them endure fo much wearinefs ; pafs fo 
many melancholy moments, without our even deigning to 
obferve it; they undoubtedly would be entitled to com- 
plain of their cruel lltuation and fuSerings. 

Neverthelefs, Qiould they venture to fay, that they wea- 
ry in our fervice ; that they reap not the fmalleft fatisbc- 
tion from it ; that they feel no inclination for us, and that 
[ every fervice they perform, isdifguftingtoad^reefcarce- 
ly fupportable : Alas I We would regard them at fools ; 
we would find them too happy in having to fupport our 
humours and caprices ; we would think them fufficiently 
honoured, by being permitted to be near iu ; and fully r^- 
compcnfed for all their fatigues. Ah, my brethren ! And 
God, does he not fufficiently recompenfe thofe who ferve 
him.that they Qiould fupport any little difgufts orwearineffea 
which may be found in bis fervice f Are we not flill too 
happy» 
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hqi^> by ^sacceptance'of our feiyic^, in.fpite ot the 
^epugoances which render them cold and laoguid ? Doet 
be oot fu^ciently load us with bleffings, to be entitled to 
aoB. our fu&rance of a tew flight forrowa For his fake? 
Soei he not promtfc us fiill more, fufitciently precious to 
fwecten the trifling djfgufts atuched to the fulSlment of hit 
otdinances ? Mult not he find it Arangs, that vile crea- 
tures, who hold all for him, who exilt only through him, 
and who expert all from him, Ibould complain of diflike 
to hit fcrvice ? That yfoims of the eanh, whofe only boaft 
is the honour of belonging to him, dare complain of feel- 
ipg DO inclination for faim, and that it is both melancholy 
and wearifome to lerve or to he faithful to him 7 Is he then 
a mailer like us; biuiful, intolerant, indolent, entirely 
occupied with himfell, and who fecks only to render him- 
felf happy, at the expence and coipfoa of thofe who fervc 
}uia? Unjuft that wearcl We dare offer reproaches to the 
^fanighty, which we would regard as otur<^es upon our- 
JelveS) ' from the mouths of our Haves ! 

Second Truth : The difgulls which accompany virtue 
are not fo hitter as we reprefent them to ourfelyes. 

■ Reflect. IU. But even were they fo, I have faid, in 
the third place, that they would flill be infinitely lefi than 
thofe of the world : And it is here, ray brethren, that the 
teflimooy of the world itfclf, and the felf-expecience of 
worldly fouls, anfwcr every purpofe of a pH>oE. For if 
you coBlinue in the ways of the world, and of the paOions, 
what is your whole life but a continual wearinefs, where, 
by divcrfifying your pleafures, you only diverfify your 
difgulls and uoeafinefies J .What it it but an eternal void, 
where you are a burden to yourfclf i What is it but a pom. 
fout circulatioa of duties, attentions, ceremonies, amufe- 
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nebU, sad tri0«, whleh ineeOaritly revdlfiag, poRaft AM 
ingle advaituge, that cf unplearantt}' filling up momenta 
which hang heavy upon you, aHd which you know not oth» 
crwifc to etnploy f What ii your life bdt a flux and refluiir 
6f defires, hatreds, chagrini, jealoufie«. and hopes, whldl 
poifon all your pleafures, and are the caufe that, furround' 
ed by every thing which ought to enfure your bappinefiU 
you cannot' fucceed in being contented with yourRlvcsf 

What comparilen is there hetwixt the phrenfie) of the 
pafGons, the chagrin of a flriking neglefl, the fenribility of 
a bad office, and the flight forrows of virtue t What com' 
|)artfon betwixt the antimited AibjeAioni to ambition ; tbfe 
fatigues and toih of pretealioni and expe&anciei ; tbfe 
pains to enfure fuccefs ; the exertions and fabmiffions oe^ 
cefTary to pleafe ; the cares. noeaGnefles, and agitations, 
in order to exalt ourTelves ; and the flight violences whicb 
cBiire to us the kingdom of heaven P Wlwt comparifott 
betwixt the frightful rei^orfes of the confcience, that int. 
ternal worm, which inceflantly gnaws us ; that fadnefs of 
guilt, which undermines and brings us low indeed ; that 
weight of ioiquity, which overwhelms us ; that internal 
fword, which pierces us to the quick ; which we know 
hot how to draw forth, and carry with us wherever we go ; 
■nd the amiable fdrrow of the penitence which oppcratet 
lalvation f My God, can we complain oF thee, after know^ 
ing the world ; Can thy yoke appear grievous, after quit^ 
ing that of tbe paffioni ? And the thomi of thy crofs, are- 
they not Sowers, when compared to tbofe which thft way* 
of initjuily and the world have fown ? 

Thus every day we hew the worftippers of the worM 

ilecry the world they fcrve ; Complain with tbe utmoft 

diffaiisfa&ion of theii lot i uuer the keenrft inre£tives 
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tgainft tu iitjuftice and abufes ; mrTure, condemn, and 
defpHe It ; bat find me if you caA aAf truly pious fduls, 
«riio fmd forth inveftives againft vinue ; wYlo condemn 
or defpife it ; and who deleft their lot of being embarked 
in a voyage, fo full of chagrin and bittefnefs. The 
World itfelF continually envies the deftiny of the virtuous) 
a&d acknowledges that none alt happy but the upright ;' 
6nt find rne a truly pioQs foul, who envies the defliny of 
the world ; who publifhes, that lione are happy but its par- 
tiAns ; who admires the wifdom of their choice, and re- 
gards his own condition dl the mod milbrable and the moA 
foolifti : What Oiall I fty ? We have frequently feeli fin- 
aers, who, through defpeir and difguft at the world, havii 
fled to the oppofite extremes ; lofe rcfl, health, reafon, 
a&d hit ; fall into Ibtes of horfOr, and the blaekeft molan- 
tholy, and no longer regard life but as the greateft torment. 
But -where arc the rightfeout, whom the difgufts ^^hieh ac- 
company virtue have thrown into Aich dteadful eXtremi. 
ties? They fometiffici' complain of their forrows ; but 
tfaey ftill pre^r them to the pleafures of the paffions : Vir-' 
tue, it IS true, may fometimes appear melancholy and un- 
plca&ng to them ; but with all her fadnefs, they love her 
Ihttch more' than guilt ; They would wifli a few More fen- ' 
fible fupporti dnd confolattons fromth^ Father of Mercies;* 
but they detell thofe of the world : They HiSer ; but the 
£nne hand which pl-OVes, fupporls them ; and they are' 
not tempted beyond their ftrengih : They feel what you 
call the Weight of th* yoke of Jefus Chrift ; but in recall- 
ing the load of iniquity, under which tliey had fo long 
groaned, they find their prcfent lot happy, and the com- 
parifon calm* and comforts them. 

In effi^, my brethren, in the Erft place, the yiolencsi 
#faich we do 10 ourfelves, are much more agreeable than 
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thofe whicfa come from witlieut, and happen in fpite of ui. 
Now the violences of virtue,, are at leaft voluntary : Thefa 
are croOcs which we choofe from reafon, and ,irapofe up- 
on ourfelves from duty : they arc often bitter, but we are 
confoled by the refle£lion of having chofen them. But the 
difgufls of the world are forced croflies, which come with- 
out our being cotifulted i It is a hateful yoke, which is 
impofed on us againft our will : We wilh it not : we det 
tcit it ; yet neverthelefs we muA drink all tlie bitternefs of 
the cup. In virtue, we only fu9er, becaufe it is our in- 
clination to fuffer : In the world, we ruETer To much the 
more, in proportion as we wifh it left, aod as our inciina^ . 
tioni are inimical to our fufTeriogSi 

Secondly, The difgufls accompanying virtue are a bur. 
den only to indolence and lazinefs ; thefe are repugnan- 
ces, bitter only to the renfei : But the difgufis of the 
world ; ah ! they pierce to the quick ; they mortify all the 
paflions ; they humble pride ; pull down vanity ; light up 
envy ; mortify ambition, and none of our feelings efcape 
the influence of their Cadnefs and bitternefs. 

Thirdly, tbofe of virtue are ItaCMe only in their firJl 
•alteration : The firft eSc>rts cofl us much ; the fequel foft- 
eni and tranquillizes them; thepaflions, which are general- 
ly the occafion of any difguQ at virtue, have this in parti- 
cular, that the more we reprefs them, the more tra£Uble 
they become ; the violences we do to them, gradually calm 
the heart, and leave us le(s to fuffer from thofe to come j 
but the difguAs of the world are always new ; at tbey al- 
ways find in us the fame pafBons, they always leave us the 
fame bitterneflei ; thofe which have gone before, only ren- 
der thofe that follow more infupporuble. 
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laaword, thedifguftiof tbeworidinflameonrpaffion**' 
tnd confequently increafe our fuRerin^ ; thofe of vinue 
reprefs tbem, and by there meani gradually e&ablifii peace 
■sd tranquillity in our foul. 

Founbly. The difgufts of the world happen to thofe - 
who moA faithfully ferve it : It does not treat them better, 
becaufe they are more devotetl to its party, and more zeal- 
ous for its ab'afes ; on the contrary, the hearts noft ardent 
for the world, are almoft always thofe who experience the 
largeft fliare of its mortifications ; becaufe they feel more' 
fenfiblyits negle6l and injultice: Theiradour for it, isihe 
Ibnrce ot all their uneafinefTes. But with God, we have 
only our coldnefs to dread ; for the difgiifts which may- 
accompany virtue, in general, have only relaxation and 
idlenefs for principle; the more our ardour for the 
Lord increafes, the more do our difgufls diminilh; the 
more our zeal inflames, the more do our repugnao-' 
ees weaken; the more we ferve him with fidelity, the 
more charms and confolations do we find in his fervice ;' 
It is by relaxing, that we render our duties dibgreeable ; 
it is by leflening our fervour, that wc add a new weight to 
tfur yoke ; and if in fpite of our fidelity, the difgufls con- 
tinue, they are then trials, -itd not puniOiments; it is not' 
that confolations are refufcd, it is a new occafion of merit 
which is prepared for us ; it is not an irritated God, who 
Qiuts his heart to us; it is a merciful God, who puri> 
iiex our own ; it is not a difcontented mailer, who fiif- 
pends hi) favours ; it is a jealous Lord, who wiflies to 
prove' our love; our homages are not rejeCled; our 
fubmilTions and fervicet are only anticipUed ; it is not 
meant to repulfe, but to aOure to us the price of our fuf. 
ferings, by rejeCHng every thing which might flill. mingle 
the man with God ; ourfelves with grace; human fuppom 

with 
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with thq gift* of Hnven ; ind the riehea of bilk withtlie 
confolaiiani <^ felf lovfc, Behold, my brothmi, the laA 
tnUh, withiriikfa I flHrtlienninatethiidifcourfe : Not oik 
ly the dirguftt accompany vinw, are not fa bitter u timtm 
of the world, but they Hkcwife poflcfs refources which 
tbofe of (Jm world b«vc aol. 

Replict. IV. I fay refourc«a : bIm ( my brsthnn, w« 
find nona but to virtur- The world woundi the bcait} 
but it furniOies no lemediei : It his its chagrins, but nothJ 
mg to comfoit them : It is full of difgufts and- bittemer*, 
hut we find no refourcei in it; But in virtue, there is bo 
fenow which has not iu contolatioa ; and if in it wo find ^ 
repugnances and difgufis, we find likswife a thoufand re^ 
fcurcci which foothe them. 

In the hiA place. Peace of heart, and the teftimony td 
the ctKificienee. What Inxury, to be at peace with our- 
felvei ; no longer to carry within as that imporrun^tfe antk 
corroding worm, which purfued us every where ; no lon- 
ger to be neked by etornal remorrei, which poifoned every 
oomfart of life : In a word, to be delivered from iniquity t' 
The fenfes may ftill fuffer from the fnrows of virtue, but' 
the heart at leail ii tranquil. 

Secondly, The ceruinty that our furring) are not loft j 
that Mir forrows become a new merit for us ; that our re- 
pugnances, in preparing for us new facrifices, fecure an 
additional claim lo the promifes of faith.; that were virtue 
to coll us Icfs. it would likewife bear an inferior price in 
the fight of God ; and that he only renders the road fo dif- 
ficult, in CMxlcr to render our crown more brilliant' and 
glorioiu. 

Thirdly, 
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' ThtKH^, SubmHfion to the otAen of GoA, who hai hif 
NrfoDs for refdfing to '{us the viable eanfelatiom of virtue ; 
tfttoT* wiHom corfuki our jntereft nwre than our paflioits ; 
Ml4 Who has preferred brifiging m to himfelf by a tdii 
agre«ab)e road, becanfe it is a more frctire one. 

Fourthly, The favours with which he accompanies our 
(htows ; which fuftain our faith jt the Ainie time that our 
violeacci lower fett-1o« ; which fortifj' our hean in truth; 
at the fame time tht« our fenfea are diff^fted with it : which 
iMfce our min^ prompt aad fervent, although the flelh i» 
weak a^d feeble ; in fo much, that he renders our virtud 
fb much the more -Mid, is to m k (cetni tndoncholy and 
painfol. 

Fifthly, The .externd fuccours of piety, which are fo 
many new refottrcei in our faintings and thirft ; the holy 
tny^beries, where Jefas Chrift, himfelf the comforter of 
faithful fouU, comes to confole our heart ; the truths of 
Ehe divine writings, which promife nothing in this world 
to the Upri^t hut tribulation and teai3 ; calm our fears, by 
ivfonning ua, that our pleafures are to come; and that the 
bifieriiigs which difcourage us, far from making us diflruft 
ow virtKe, ought ts render our hope more animated and 
certain: In a word, 4ie hiAory of the fdints, who have 
undergone the fame difgufts and triiili ; confetjuently, we 
bave fo much the 4eifs reafbn to complain, m character.'; f»» 
infinitely more pious than we have experienced the fame 
lot ; that fuch has almofl always been the condufl of Gud. 
towards hii fcrvmts ; and that if any thing in this life can 
prove bia love towards us, it is that of his leading us by 
ibe fame path that he did the faints, and treating us in this 
waitd in the fanw manner as he did tbe upright. 

Sixthly, The tranquillity of the life, and tbe unifor- 
VoL. I, N miiy 
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mity of the (^tief, which have fucceeded fofbe pJucnCef of 
the pafitons, and the tumult of a worldly life ; .which.lavc 
provided for us mucb.more happy and peaceful dayttfaaft 
thofe we had ever pafled in. the midft of diffipatiMv; ami 
which, though they Hill leave ui fomethiag to fu&r, yet 
occafion ui to enjoy a more tranquil and fuppoitable lot. 

LafUy, Faith, which brings eternity nearer lo us ; which 
difcovers to- us the infignificancy of worldly ■Sain ; that 
we approach the happy term ; that the prefent life is but • 
rapid infiant; and confequently, that our fu&rin^ caik- 
not endure long, but that this fleeting moment of IfibuW ' 
tion allures to us a glorious mi iniiDOrtal futurity, whicit 
will endure as long as God himfelf. What refources for 
a faithful heart ! What difproportion betwixt the fulTeringa 
of vinue and thofe of guilt t It is in onlsr to make us feel 
the difference that God often permits the world topoflefs m 
for a time; that in youth we deliver ourfelvei up to the fway 
of thepafltons; onpurpofelhat when be afterwards recalls ua 
to himfelf, we may know by experience how much more 
cafy is his yoke than that of the world : I willpermit, faya 
he in the Scriptures, that my people ferve the nations of 
the earth for fome time ; that they allow themfelves to be 
feduced by their profane fuperAitions, in order that tbof 
may know the difference betwixt my fer\'ice and the 
fervice of the kings of the earth ; and that they may fed 
how much more eafy is my yoke than the lervitudc of 



Happy the fouls, who, in order to be undeceived, have 
had no occafion for this experience, and who have not fo 
dearly bought the knowledge of this world's vanity, and the 
melancholy lotofiniquitouspafTions. Alas! finceatlaftwe 
mull be undeceived, and mufl abandon and defpife it ; fince 
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llkeiay will come, when we Qiall find it frtvotous, ctiigufting, 
md infupponable , when of all its focHiih joys, there fhaH 
00 lonjier remain to us, but the cruel remorfe of having 
yielded to them ; the confufion of having followed them ; 
^ obflBcles to good which they will have left in our heart; 
why not anticipate and prevent fuch melancholy regrets t 
Why not do to-day, what we allow ourfelves muft one day 
^ done P Why wait till the world has made fuch deep 
wounds in our heart, to run afterwards to remedies, which 
cuinot re-eftablifli us without greater pain, and cofting «i 
doubly dear? We complain of faine flight difguils which 
accompany viRue j hut alas i the firA believers, who, to 
Ae maxims of the gofpel, facrificed their riches, reputa- 
tion, and life ; who ran to the fcaffolds to confcfs Jefus 
ChriQj who paSed their da)(s in chains, in prifons. ia 
ftame and in fufierance, and to whom it coft fo much to 
Jerve Jeftis Oirift ; did they complain of the bitternefs of 
bis fervice P Did they reproach him with rendering unhap- 
py thofe who ferved him P Ah I they glorified thcmfelves 
in their trihalation; they preferred ihamc and difgrace 
with Jefus Chri A to all the vain pleafures of Egypt ; they 
Feckotttd'SS nothing, wheels, fires, and every inllrument of 
torture, in the hopes of a blefled immortality, which 
would aii^ly reconpenle their prefent fufierings : In the 
midltof toments, they dianted hymns ; and regarded as 
a gain, the tofs of all, for the iniercfts of their mafter. 
What a life, in the eyes oF the (lefli, is that of thefe un. 
fortunate men, prcfcribed, perfecuted, driven from their 
country, Jiaving only dens and caverns for their habituion, 
reganHed every vdiere as the horror of the univerfe ; be. 
oome'execnhle to their friends, their fellow-citizens, and 
tbeir relations ■ They elfemed themfelres happy in be- 
longing to Jefus Chrift ; 'in their opinion, they could not 
toa dearly purchafe the gloiy of being his difciples, and 
;.. the 
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the confoUtion af pretending to bU pronufet : Aod wC| 
my brethren, in tbe laidft o[ too tnany oi the convo. 
niencies of life ; furroundcd by too much abuntkmcft 
pToffwritry and worldly glory ; finding, pMhapi for our 
misiortuDe, in the applaufes of tbc world, whtcb ChirM 
prevent itfelf Irom cfteeming worth, the recompenfe of 
virtue; in the midft of our Teiations, oor children^ and 
our friends ; we cooiplaiii, tbu it coflt ui too. much t» 
ferve Jefus Chrilt ; we inuraiur ^oinil the Qigbt biuernei* 
we experience in vinue; we almoA perfuade ourfrlrcit 
that God requires too much of hi* creatures : Ab ! wbts 
the comparifon fliall one day be nwdc .betwixt tbefe litdt 
dilgufls which we exaggcrue lb much ; and the crofles, the 
wheels, the tirei, and all the tbe tortureiof tbe martyrs ; the 
aufteritics of the anchorites ; tbe fifla. the tears, «nd fuSert 
ingt of fo many holy penitents ; alas ! we flnll then bluft 
to find ourTelves almoft Tingle before Jefus Chrift ; wc, 
who have fudered nothing for bim ;- to whom hit Jtingdoat 
has cofi nothing ; and who individuaUy bearing before bit 
tribunal more iniquities than a number of fainta togethert 
cannot, however, in afiembling all our works of piety, 
compare them united to a fingle inftance of their exertions. 

Ltt us ceafe, ihcTcFore, to complain of God, fince be 
has fo many reafoo* to complain of us ; Jet us ferve him 
as he wilhes to be ferved by us ; if be fofieos our yoJce, 
let u> blefs his goodnefs, which prepares thefe conrolations 
for our wcaknefs ; if he makes us feel tbe vbble extent of 
its weight, let us flill efleem ourfelves happ^, , that he 
deigns at that price to accq>t of our works and homage : 
With equal gratitude, let us receive from bis hand confi>« 
lation or affliflion, fince every ikisg which prooeedi from 
him alike conducts us to him : Let us learn, to he as tbe 
Apo&le, in want or abundance, provided we belong to Jefus 
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CbriA i the eflcntial part i> not, to ferve him with plnfure, 
it is not to ferve bim vithfldettty/ 'InTality, my brcth- 
len, in fpite of all the dtfgufis or repugnances which may 
accompany viitue, there is no real or true pleafure bnt in 
fervhrg God ; there h no fblid confolatton to be teaped, 
but by attaching ourfelves tchinr, No, &{d the Sage, it 
ti ftill better to feed upon the bread of wormwood and gati 
with the fear of the Lord, than to live in the midft of 
pleafures and profane jc^Sj uader the la(h of hia wnth 
and indignation. Alas ! of what pleafure can wc be ca- 
pahle, when we are the cnemi» of God ? What pleafure 
can we talle, whm we hear in our heart only the anguifh 
and bitteraers f>t guilt P No, fays the Sage once more. 
The fear of God can alone cham ogr wearinelTes i hhea 
our rooi^ents of melancholy ; foothe our endlefs anguiOi- 
es ; and enable us to find a certain degree of fweetncfs, 
even in the evils incident to our nature. It is that which 
renders retirement fwect, and enables ua to enjoy repofe^ 
far from the world ^d its amufemmts : It is that which 
makes days pafs quickly, uid occupies in pe«ce and tran- 
^illity every moment ; and though apparently it atlowi u* 
more leifure than a worldly life, yet it leaves a much fmalU 
er portion to wcarincfs. 

Great God 1 What honour does not the world uninten- 
tionally pay to thy fervice ! What an afieOing eulogium 
on the deftiny of the upright is the lot of finners ! How 
well,' my God, *hou knoweft lo extort glory «and pnife 
from even ^hy enemies I and how little excufe thou leaveft 
to thofe fouls who depart from thy paths, fince in order to 
draw them to virtue, thou maked a refource to them even 
of their crimes ; and em^doyeft their wants to recal them 
to thy eternal mercies. . 

Now to God, &c. SERMON 

I Cdo^Ic 



SERMON IV. 

THE UNCERTAINTY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN A 
STATE OF LUKEiVARMNESS, 



■LtJKS iv. 38. 
^d he rofe out of the Synagogue, and entered into Si- 
mon's houfe : and Simon's wife's mother was taken with a 
great fever : and ikey befought kirn for her. 

ys OTHING more naturally reprefcnts the lituation of * 
languid aild lukewarm foul, than the ftaie of infirmity 
in which the gorpel here dercribes Peter's mother-in-law' 
to have been. Ii may be faid, that coldnefs and indolence 
fn the ways of God, though otherwife accompanied with 
a life free from enormities, is a kind of fecret and danger- 
ous fever, which gradually undermines the powers of the 
foul, changes all its good difporitions, weakens its facul- 
ties, infenfibly corrupts its inward parts, alters its propen- 
£tie$, fpreads an univerfal hitcemers through all its duties,' 
difgufls' it with every thing proper, with all holy and nc- 
cellary nourifhment ; and finilhes at lafi, by a total extinc* 
tion, and an inevitable death. 

This langour of the foul, in the path of falvation, is fo 
much the more dangerous, as it is lefs obferved. 

Our exemption from open irregularity gives us confi- 
dence; the external regularity of conduQ, which attraOs 
from men thofe praifes dye only to virtue, ilauers us ; and' 
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the fecret.compaiifonwe mafceoF our. monls whb tbeea- 
cefln of ibofe avowicd (\naiktt, witoni.tbe .world and -tfaetr 
paffions govero, unitti to-blind tii : We regard. ouf! fitu- 
.ation ai a ftate, Ids pfrfeft indeed, but always cvrtaiir of 
falvation; feeingourcoafciencecan'oDly reptoach turMri^l 
indolence and negligence ,in the difcharge of our duties ; 
■foo Itaif^ a coireSion of our appetiUs ;'. Mt-toYe. imd 
fame (li^it infidelities, which do ntit bring .death to \ht 
.jbul. Nevenhelefs, fince tbe hohf writiDgs jreprefeat the 
adulloous and the lukewarm foul as equally reje(led-b^ 
God ; and as they pronounce the fame anathema againll 
4>efc who defpife the wo^> of the l.ord, and: titpit who 
.perfonn. tbem with negligence, this Itate of coldtieff and 
languor in the ways of God, muft neceflarily he very fut 
picious with regard to falvation, both from the preCent dif- 
poSMons which it giyes to tbe foni ; and from thofe to 
which, fooner or later, it. never fails to lead lU 

I fay, in tbe firft place, from the prefent difpofitions it 
^ves to the Ibul;. namely, a fbnd of indolence, felf-ltyve, 
difgnll at, virtue, infidelity, and delibenue difre^d t» 
everything they,believcnot^folute)yofle"«i«I.iB*h«ir du- 
ties :, Difpolition), that form a Aate, very doubtful of fat- 
vatioD. .-;.■.. .J 

SecQiidly, .From tbol«, t0 Vbicb. foonet' or. later., lu^e^ 
warmnfrfs cwkIu&s us;, namely, a forgclfulnels of God. 
and an openaad flnmetul departure froiB ev4Jy tiding ti- 
ered. . _ , ; 

From thefe I wilh to eAabliQi two capital truths in this 
mnuer. which expofe tbe danger'of a lukewarm and infi- 
del life; and wbich,^ota tht;ir;.i^porUnce.^ will furniffi 
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at «4lfa fobjea far two difeoudm. The fiifi. tiut it u 
iftty dotibtful, whccber \a ttM bdiitaai ftste of ooidrnfa 
M)d luguor, tfaeliiteHmn foul («*'ft feliem,) i« e fci r in< 
lAe lighMoaftMa md £maif>-isg grace nfoB witch k 
grouBdi itt facarity. 

The fctiond, Tlot it wck even Mi doubtfal, wtietbcr 
it had pnftrVMlor loft before God, <b« fiuiflityiBggncet 
at uif noe, • it it cenun of bedig iMdbk long to fi^ 
fervc it. 

Tbe vHontaintj «! rightoourneft in a ftaie of lolaewanKi. 
wCi. Tbt> firft toitfa wih be the fobjeft of the ^Mfent 
Dircc>urf«. 

Tbe cortaiHtjr oC a 4ep»ture from nghteourMft in lint 
flate is the (ccMid tmh, vpen^wlrich, is tbe io\Mif'm% one, 
I ihall endeavour to inftni^ you. 

Paut 1. *• If we hj Ant w« hive do Ga, wcdeeciv* 
«tirfct««s, and the irMh is not in ut,"- fays «n Apofte. 
Tbe poreft Tirtue below ii hever free, therefore, Jrom 
4aia, Man, full gf 'daikaefs and pafiosst' Cncethe etttrance 
ot fin into the world, cannot always be lb attentive to regu- 
larity, but that he mufl rometimcs be deceived, and err ; 
nor fo JRt^efied with iRvifible good, b«t he^ «nK Mtm 
faimfelf te be fometiitaM ■caught by ir«rMly and oRcnftble 
richei ; bet^aufe riwir impreJIionB mi ^e faind aie lively 
and quick, and they always find in our hearts difpofitioiM 
too favourable to their dangerous fedufiioiu. 

Tbe 6driity which the taw of G»d extasirom juft'iboli, 
ncludei not^ thcfclbie, aAonfaiidin^erfe£ltoiis, infcpt- 

rable 
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n^Ie ircnh <dir nvare^ and irom which Ihe moft guarded 
and watchful Ipietycwmot defend itfriff but ofthtfe, there 
aie two defcriplioiu : The firft, which^ppea through onr 
treakaeb,. are leTs. infidelities than fnrprifes, where the 
weight of cormption p'r^ionderate) o^ the incUnationor 
choice; aind which the Ixtrd, iays St. Augufiind, permita 
tD leuuiii in thermoft bidtfal foulst in order to nourilh 
Aeir huinilt^; excife their lamentatiom; rcanimatd their 
dnfini; their difgufti at dieir prefeot exilement, and their 
bngii^ for its temination : The Second cUfi are tbofe 
which pleafe us ; which we jufiify to ourfelves ; which it 
l^peus inpoflihUl for u* to renounce ; which wc look, up- 
on as neceOary fweetners of virtue ; in which we fee no« 
thing criminal, becaufe we perceive not the guilt ; which 
form a part of the deliberate and general fyftem of our 
morals aad condufL, and cooflitute that &ile of indolence 
nd coMseB.in the ways of God, which is the caufe of 
condemnation to ft> man)', horn otberwife, perhaps, .with 
principles of virtue, deteAation of iniquity.; a fund of re- 
ligion, and feacof God; and happy difpoGtions fw lalva- 
tion. " 

' Now, I fay, that this ftate of relaxation and infidelity* ; 
this tranquil and continued negligence of every thing 
which perhaps appears not eflential in our duties ; this ef. 
Ceminate indulgence of all ourdefiits, fo long as they of- 
<cr not aftual guilt to our light : In a word, this life, al- 
together according to our animal nature, our humours, 
irmperaments, and fclf'love, fo common with thofe who 
make a public protelEon of piety ; fo fafe in appearance ; 
io glorious even in the eyes of men ; and to which the 
general. error attaches the names of virtue and regularity ; 
1 fay, that this is a Oate extremely doubtful, to attain falva- 
tion; that it derives its fource from an irregular heart. 
Vol. I. O where 
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whfre the H0I7 Spirit no longer reigpi^ and that all the 
rales of feitb induce m to think, ihtt a f«d ot ibn deft 
cri|>tioa is alieady, without being f«nGble«C it, falteafroia 
righteoufnefs and grace : In tbe fitft friade, Becaab 2b* 
defire of perfe£lionf flential to Chnftiao piety, >i eiftio^ifli* 
cd IB bis beaTt. Secondly, Becaufe the nil« of ^rih, d* 
moil always very ancecta]& in the difttaQion of guiltfrom 
vtnial errors, with n^rd to otbn finoen, are tsfiniteljr 
More fo with refpe^ GO the unfaithfnl and lulcewarm hearu 
Thirdly, Becaufe of all the external narka of a liviogAid 
habitual charity, there it not in it the tnallcft appearance 
of one. Let us inTCfiigau thrfc tniihs g for they are isd^ 
worthy of yow aueiRion. 

Every Chriftian foal is obliged to bend ' every efiort to- 
- wardstheperfeawnof hilftate. I fay obliged: for altlunigh 
the degree of perfeAion be not comprHed ■ m the precept, 
lo endeavour at, to labour for pcrfe^ion M nev»thelef> a 
eommandmenl, and a duly effrotial to every believer. B« 
ye perfcQ, fays oor Saviour, becsu£e the- heavenly Ettbet 
whom ye fcrve 11 perfect. I can perceive but one elTcBtial 
point, laid St. Paul, viz. to forget whatever I have done 
bo this period ; (and what, my brethren, was he to Corgtt ? 
his endlefi labours, continual fuflerings, - and apofloUc 
courfes ; fo many nations converted to faith ; fo many iU 
luftrioui chutchet founded; fo many revelaiiom and prodv 
gies ?} and inceflantly advancing to dire£l my views to the 
attainment of what I have ytt to perform. The defire<oC 
perfeflion ; the continned efforts to attain it ; the holy in-t 
quietudes in confequence of the iununerabte obftaclcs 
which check our progrefs, do nottherefoiecomprire only 
a fimple advice, and a prafUce rcferved for tiie cloiltet 
and the defrrt alone, they form the eSential flate of a 
ChriftiaD, and the life according to faith on this earth. 

For 
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-(Far tbe life, aeconding (• bitk, which the juft tnta 
UMt, is onlysn-BBiBteiTupUil ^fire, tbM tbc kingdom of 
fiwl majr be aceoBpltQicd ioogr hcmt* ;' a holy cagrroeft, 
to fom a: ptHe8 rcfeablaocB in ua to Jritii Cbnfl, aa4 
to iacreafe even ut.tbe plcaitude of tbe new nun; acon- 
tinmi Ittajentfltion, exetted by .ibeiotonal fenflMity oC 
ottT 6wii ihiieriu, and bjr the lead i>f cttfrupiion vfhictt 
OfyitSn (he Anil, and mafcei it » b«sr-fo tnnoy mtrlu 
Atll of thn worl|3ly oun ; a i^ily firuggk betwiHt the Jaw 
of tbe Spm^ whitb eontinutUy wiflKs to raiCe us abwc 
our CcBfaal apprtrtte* aod the doounion of tbe fleib, 
firio^ incelTaDtljr dntvf tii back tomnfa oviMwi : Sack 
M the fttte of f«itfa« ' and of Cbriftiae piety. Whoever 
jmu be, great, or of Hmnbfe rank, frinct or fubje£l, cour* 
tier ar rricluiie, hehoU theperftfiaonto wbicbyouTarccaJU 
«d; Jftfaold'tba gnoufid-worki aod-^e fpirit ofyour.vacat 
1^. Tbe auJbritiM^ of tn Andatmtet tbs Ueace ahd for 
litude of the defen ; the ponerty of the cloifier, are not 
demanded of you ; but you are required to labour inccf' 
bntly towards ibe tepreffiooof tbofeituernaJ dciinM, which 
Dppofe ihrmfeJves to the law of God ; to moility tbofe rc- 
beHioiw jiidinatjoaa, which fu uawiiiiogiyTubmu loorder 
jind iatyi in a word, to advance as niidi as pollible your 
pcrfrifi: cafifoDPity wi^ Jefns Cbnft : Sehold the degree 
of p<rEei9i0D to which Chrifiiaa grace udJi you, aod the 
eflmial dutyof a juft foul. 

Mow, from the mooKiit you gire way to eveiy inclioa- 
tion, provided it extends not to the dbfoluie intraSion of 
the precept; from the moment you confine yourfelves to 
tbe efleotialt of the law ; that you-eflablifh a kind of fyf- 
tem of celdneb and negligence; thaiyoufay toyourfelves, 
'" We are uneble to fupport a more exati, or more exem 
*' plary life ;" from that moment you renounce the dcfirc 

of 

L,., ,-:J',G(.)t)^lc 



leS S E R U O N IV. 

of prrfefiion : You no longer propofe to yoirHalra'aa 
nncnCng advancemeRt towards that point of piety and holi- 
nda to which the Almighty calli you, and towardi wbicb 
his grace never ceafes to impel yoa in fecrrt : Yoa no 
longer grieve over thofe mifcnes and weakneflei; fo inuni> 
cal to. your progrefs : You no longer with the kingdom of 
God to be eflablilhed in your hearts : Yoa abandon, there- 
fore, from that moment, the great work of righteoafnefs, 
at which you are commanded to labour : You neglcft the 
care of your foul ; You enter not into the defigns of grace. 
On the contrary, you check its holy impreffions : You 
are no longer Chriflian ; that is to fay, that this difpoG^ 
tion alone, this fonnal intention of limiting yoarfelvet to 
the effentiali, and of regarding all the reft as laudable 'ex> 
cefles, and works of fupemogation, is a Rate of fin and 
death, fince it is an avowed contempt of that great com. 
nandment, which requires us to be perfefl ; that is to fay, 
to labour towards becoming fo. 

Nevenhelefs, when we come to inftruA you with re- 
gard to Chriftian perfeQion, you look upon it as to be 
found only in cloifters and folitudes, and fcarcely will you 
deign to give the fmallefl attention to our inAruQions. 
You deceive yourfelves, my brethren : The individuals 
who adopt retirement, certainly employ auflerities, fa(t> 
ings, and watchings, as means to fucceed in that mortifi- 
cation of the palBons, to which we are equally invited :. 
They engage themfelves to a perfefiion of means, which I 
confefs our flate will not admit of ; but the perfe^ion of 
the end, to which thefe means condu6l, viz. the com- 
mand and regulation of the afleflions, proper contempt 
of the world, detachment from ourlelves, fubmiffion of 
the fenfcs and the flefli to the Spirit, and renovation of 
the heart, are the perfection of all flates, the engagement 
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of ali Chrifliani, and the covenant of our baptirm. To 
renouBcc tbis perFeClion therefore, by limiting ourfclves 
from choice, or in confcqueoce of oar nnk<in theworliji 
to an efirminate, fenrual, and worldly life, vKcmpt only 
from ftriking enormities, is to renounce the Chriftiui citlU 
ing, and change the grace of faith, which has made u» 
inemberi of'Jefus Cbrift, into a fliameful and unworthy 
indolence. Firfi reafon. . . - ■ 

But were this fiale even not fo dubious for falvation, 
with refpeCl to the defire of that perfe£lion efiential to a 
Chriflian life, and which is extinguifhed in a lukewarm 
and unfaithrul foul, it would become To by the imbecility 
which it occalions, and in which it places itfelF, of diflia* 
guifhing in its conduQ Ate infidelities which may extend 
to guilt, from thofie which may be termed fimple errors. 
For though it is true, that all fins are not fins which bring 
death, as St. John obfcrvei, and' that Chriftian -morality 
acknowledges errors, which only grieve the Holy Spirit 
within us ; and others -whieh extinguifh it 'altogether in 
the foul ; nerertheiers the rules which it furniflies to dif- 
tinguilh tbefe, can neither he always certain nor general 
at the moment they are applied : Some^ circumftances re- 
lative to ourfelves continually change their nature. I 
fpeak not here of thofe manifefl and abfolute tranfgrellioni 
of the precepts marked in the law, which leave no hefita- 
tion refpefling the enormity of the offence : I fpeak of a 
thooland doubtful and daily Iranfgreflions ; of hatred, 
jealoufy, evil-fpeaking, fenfuality, vanity, idlenefs, du- 
plicity, negligence in thepraSice of our duties, and am- 
bition ; in all which, it is extremely difficult to define 
how far the precept tnay be violated : Now, I fay, that it 
is by the difpoGtion alone of ij^e hean, that the mcarure 
and guilt of thefe laulit dkn be decided ; that the rule* 
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there nrr alwayi uneottin mi elttngeibje; nd.tliat frs* 
qnendy wbat it only wnlifwft ox fu^fe in the juft, it 
guilt anil comipticti not only in ibe (inner, but Itkewif* 
in tke lukcwBrm and unfuthful foul : This U proven by 
the foUowiflg examplct taken fiem tbe Holy writing!. 

6«il, in diTobedimce to th« order of iha Lord, fpared 
tbe king of the Amalekites, and the moft precioiu fpoib 
of that inEdel prince. The crime does not appear conGdei^ 
ride i but at it proceeded from a fund of pride, of relaxa. 
ticHi in the ways of God, and a vain compiaiCanec in fait 
viSory ; this aQion ii the conHnencemem of bis reproba. 
tioD, and the Spirit of &od vritbdrvwi itfelf from hint. 
Joftiua, on the contrary, too crodulou;, rpsm the Gibe. 
onitea, -wbom the I«ord had ciwipiaLnded bin to extenni* 
sate : He went not before the ark to cyftCoh him previou* 
to his alliance with thcfe impofton. But this infidelity 
bmg an a£t of precipitancy and furprife, rather than » 
difobedience ; and proceeding from a heart Sill faithful, 
religious, and fubmiffive to Gt>di it sppeapi Qight in bia 
eyes, and the pardon almoft ipiipedrately EoUowa the crime. 
Now if this principle be incontrovertible, upcm what do 
you depend, when you regard your daily and b^itual in* 
fidelities as flight 7 Are you Hcquainlcd with all the cor« 
mption of your heart, from which they proceed ? God 
knows it, who it the fearchcr and judge ; and hit eyes are 
very different from thofc of men. Bat if it be permit. 
tedtojudgcbefore the time, %-, if tfaisfnndof indolence 
ind infidelity which is in you ; of vcduntary po-fevennce 
in a flate difpleafing to God ; of deliberate contempt for 
all the dutiet which you eonfider as Bot effential ; of at- 
tention and care, as J may fay, to labour only tdr the 
X»rd when, he opt^a before you the gates of puoUbment 
and drflrufUon : Say, if all tfiefe can conftitute in hi* 
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fight m Aate worthjr ol s Cbnftian heart ; and if bulla, 
which proceed from fo, corrupted a principle, cm iai«* 
ditjr be fl^ht, or worthy of indolgense P 

PmI, mf bicthren, tbit fflintGulaiu^iind, to whom tho 
fecrets of heaven had been lEvealed ; Paal, who no Ion- 
iser iired for himfelf, but in wham Jcfni Chrift alone liv- 
ed; Paul, who earneftly longed eVer)r moment lorthqdif* 
fcrfttlietiof ))i»eanhty body, that he might fasetothed with 
iMmortalky ; This Apoftle; alwayi ready to TaErifice hk 
life for hif na&er, atid a wilting fiaifii io faith ; this eleO* 
«d infirumem of oar Lord Aid Saviour, wbofe cotifcienct 
could reproach him with nothing ( knew not, however, 
whetherhe«ierit«dthokrvsorhatr«dof bis Lord i* whether 
he fiiU ptriTeSed in his hearty or had forfeited the ilivifi- 
ble trv^ureof charity; and ia thefe mdancboly datd>ts, 
the teftimony of bis oonfcience was mfuffioient to eaha 
hi* dttad atkl utKefiaifliy.-, David, ifaat king Co penitent, 
whofc deli|hls were tmifjred in the xoa&aat meditaiitni of 
the latr of Ood, md whont the'Holy Spirit dalls a king 
after God's ow^bMTt; David 4ranUest however, lell (bt 
iniquity of his crimes be not fufliciently known to him j 
led the corruption of his heart conceals not from him 
their eftorotityl He figures to hinrielf unknown gB.\h in 
his confcietl^e^ which caufc him to fhed torrents of tears ; 
to pKiAniie himli^lf before the Majefly and Holinels of his 
God, and fupplicate his afiillance- towards hit pud&catioa 
from fecret inficktiuee, by making him fenfible of them. 
And yam, who watch tioi, nor fearch your hsatt* ; you, 
who dcvxKed CO Inkcwarra and fonfual habits, with ^hbe- 
vau cotrineb,. allow ycurfelves every day a thouland infi* 
delities, tipon theiniquity of which, yo»arc utterly igno> 
not what judgment the Almighty may form : You, who 
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every moment' experience thofe fufpicioui diutitiont of 
pafSon, where, in fptte of all your frif-indulgence, you 
find it fo difHcuh to provie, that the will hai^not accompii* 
nicd the gratification : and that you have not overftept 
that critical and dangerous line, which diftia^uifliej afi'ual 
guilt from involunUry error : You, in whom almoft every 
a^on ii fufpiciouk ; who every moment may be demand- 
ing at jour own heart, " Have I not gone too far F" who, 
to your own conTcience, feel movemeatA and regrets, 
which you will never quiet : You, who in fptte of To ma- 
ny juft fubjeSls of dread, believe the fiate of yoVr codt 
fcience to be perfe£lly known to you ; that the decifions oF 
your own felf-love, with regard to your infidelitjei, arc 
the decifiont of the Almighty ; and that the Lord whom 
you ferve with To much coldoefj and negligence, does not 
.yield you up to your own blindncfs, and punifii your 
crimes, by niaking you miftake them ; You can poffibly 
believe that yon ftill prefervc your rigbteoufners, and the 
graccof fan£lification, andcaiLquietyourfelvesupon your 
vifible and habitual guilt, by .» .pretended invifible exerr 
cifc of righteoufnefs, of which you can produce neither 
mark or proof ? 

. O man ! How liule art thou acquainted with the illu- 
ftons of the human heart, and the terrible judgments of 
God upon thofe fouls which refemble thee ! Thou fayeA 
to thjfelf ; I am rich, I am loaded with the good thing* 
of this world ; (with this, our Saviour formerly reproach- 
ed a cold and unbelieving foul ;) And thou perceivefl not, 
continued he, (for blindnefs aod prefumption are the dif- 
tinguiOiing charaEler of coldnefs.) that in my fight, thou 
art poor, miferabie, blind, and loft to every thing. It ii 
the defiiny, therefore, of a lukewarm and unfaithful foul. 



ir, Google 



STATE OF LUKIWAKHNESS. 113 

to live in error and illufion ; to believe himrelf juft, and 
acceptable to God ; while alas ! before him, he is loft, 
without knowing it, to both grace and rightcoufners. 

And one reflexion, which I beg you to make here, is,- 
that the confidence of fuch fouls, is fo much the more il- 
lulive and ill-founded, as there exifts not a foul, lefs capa> 
ble of judging of bis own bean, than the lukewarm and 
unfaithful one. For the avowed (inner cannot conceal his 
crimes from himfelf; and be is fenfible, that he mud alTu- 
redly he dead to the Lord : The juft man, although ignor- 
ant whether he merits love or hatred of his mafter, enjoys 
neverthelcfs a confcience free from reproach ; but the cold 
and un^ithful foul is involved in a flate of a continual and 
inexplicable myfteiy to itfelf. For this lukewarmnefs in 
the ways of God, enfeebling in us the lights of faith, and 
ftrengthening our paflions, increafesourdarknefs ; Every 
infidelity is like an additional cloud, overipreading the 
mind and heart, which darkens to our fight the truths 
of falvation : In this manner, the heart is gradually enve- 
loped ; the confcience becomes embarralTed ; the lights of 
the mind are weakened: You are no longer that fpiricua] 
Chriftian, capable of a proper judgment. Infcnfibly you 
adopt maxims in fecret, which, as you think, diminilh 
your guilt : the blindnefs increafes in the fame propor- 
tion as tbe lukewarmnefs. 

The more you admit of this relaxation, in a more alter- 
ed light do your duties and rules appear : What formerly 
appeared eflential, no longer appears but a vain fcruple ; 
The omiflions, which, in the period of fervour for duty 
and religion, would have excited in you tbe warmeA com- 
punQions, are now no longer regarded even as faults : The 
Vol. I. P principles. 
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principlei, (be jutjgment, the light* of the mind, ve al) 
changed. 

Now in this fituattoa, who his told yoa, that in the jodg- 
nent which you form on the nature of your ioQdelkies, 
^nd your daily departure from vinue, you do D«f deceive 
yourfelves t Who has told you, that the errors which you 
think fo flight, are in reality fo i and that the diftaot boun- 
daries which you prefcribe to guilt, and within which eve- 
ry tbiag to you appears venial, are really the liidiu of the 
law ? Alaa I the moft enlightened guides know not bov to 
dillinguilh clearly in a cold and nnbelieving confcience* 
Thefe are what I may call the evils of that languor in whic)^ - 
we know nothing ; where the wifeft of us can fay nothing 
with ceruinty ; and of which the fecret caufe is always an 
enigma. You are fenGble yourfelves, that in this flate of 
lelaxation, you experience in your hearts certain doubta 
and embarrafTmeots, which you can never fufBciently cleap 
yp : That in your confcJcnces (here always remains fomC' 
thing fecret and inexplicable, which you never wifh Ep 
fearchinto, or above half expofe. Thefe are not exagge- 
rations; it is the real flate and bouom of'your foul which 
you feel a referve to lay open : You are fenlible, that evea 
when proftrating yourfelves before the Almighty, the con- 
fcflion of your guilt never entirety correfponds with thf 
moft intimate difpofltions of your heart ; that it never paintf 
your internal fituation fuch ai in reality it is ; and, in a 
word, that there always exilU in your heart fomcthing more 
criminal, than what in any Aatement of it. you cau bring 
yourfi^ves to avow. And, indeed, how can you be c«r- 
■ tain, that in thofe continual felf-gratifications ; in that ef. 
feminacy of manners which compofes yonr life ; in that at^ 
tention to every thing which may flatter the Eenfes, or re- 
nove difquiet from you ; to facrifice to indolence and lazi- 
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Hera, iXl which appears not eflential in yonr duties ; bow 
can yon bfc ceftaiD, I fay, that your felf-love it not arriv- 
ed at that fatal point, which fervei to give it dominion over 
voar heart, and forever banifh from it Chriflian charity ? 
Who is ablfe to inform you, in thefc frequent and voIanta> 
ty infidelities, where, comforted by their prcCeiided infig- 
nificancy, you oppofc the intercal grace which ciidcavours 
to turn you from them ; you aqntinuaDy a^ contrary to 
your own reafon and judgment ; whether this internal con- 
tcrapt of the voice of God ; thi$ formal and daily abufe of 
your own lights and grace from God be not an outrage up- 
on thi* divine goodnefs ; a criminal contempt of his gifts ; a 
wickednefs in your ^viatioht from virtue, which leaves no 
excufe; anda deliberate preference toyourpalTions and your- 
felves over Jefus Chrift, which can alone proceed from a 
lieart where the love oF all order and righteoufners is extin- 
guiOil^l ? Who can tell you, if in thcfe recolleflioni where 
your liAIefs mind has a thoufand times dwelt upon objeCls or 
kvents dangerous to tnodelly, your indolence in combating ' 
them has not been criminal ; and if the eRbrtt which yon 
afterwards made, were not an artifice of felf>love, in order 
to difguife their criminally, and quiet you en the indul- 
gence you Had already yidded to your crimes ? Who would 
dare to determine, if, in thefe fecret dntipalhies and ani- 
mofittes, which you give yourfelvcs but little trouble to 
retrain, [and that always more for the fake of appearances 
than through piety,) you have never exceeded that flippery 
line, beyond which dwell hatred, and death to the foul ! 
If, in that'excefs of {enfibility, which in general accompa- 
nies all your afili^ions, infirmities, lofTes, and difgraces, 
' (hofewhfchyou call feelings, attached and inevitable'to na- 
ture; are not irregularities of the heart, and a revolt againlt 
the decrees ol Providence ? If, in all thofe attentions, and 
cagemefTes with which we fee you occupied, to manage 
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either the interefts of your worldly affain, or the prefenrft- 
lion of a vaia beauty, there b not either as much forward- 
Dcfs as may amount to the crime of illegal ambition, or 
complaifance for yourfcif, and delire of pleafing, as.inay 
fully your heart with the guilt of fenfuality f Great God ! 
who haft well difcemed, ai thy fervant Job formerly re- 
marked, the faul limit! which feparate life from death, and 
light from darknefs, in the heart ; tbefe are the gulfs and 
ahyJes over which mankind, little infiruQed in them, mufi 
tremhle ; and of which Thou referveft the manifefiation 
till the terrible day of they vengeance fliall arrive. Second 
reafon, drawn from the uncertainty of the rule*, which 
leaves the flate of a lukewarm foul very fufpicious, and 
even renders it incapable of knowing itfclf. 

BAt a final reafon, which to me appears flill more deci. 
five, and more dreadful to the lukewarm foul, is there not 
being an appearance from which we can prefusie, that it 
fiill preferves the fanQifying grace ; on the contrary, eve. 
ly thing induces us to fuppofe it forfeited ; that is to fay, 
that of all the fymptoms, of an habitual and living charity, 
there it not a vefiige of one in it. 

For, my brethren, the firfl chaia£ler of charity is to fill 
us with that fpirit of adoption in children, which leads ui 
to. love God as our heavenly Father, to love hit taw, and 
the juftice of his commandments ; and to dread the forfeit* 
urc of his love, more thau all the evilt with which he 
threatens ns. 

Now, the attention alone with which a lukewarm foul 
examines whether an offence be venial, or extends further ; 
of difputing with God every article he may rcfufe hint, 
.withouta£lual guilt; of lludyingtbelaw, only for the pur- 
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pofe DF'kn«wiag to what degree it may be violated ; of tto- 
ceafingly preferring the inlercfis of his own* cupiditfto 
tbdieofgnce; and alw^t juHifying thofe thiogt which 
flatter the pafliom, in oppofition to the rules which check. 
or forbid them; thii attention, I fay can only proceed 
bom a heart de^itute of faith and charity ; from a heart-in 
which the Spirit of God, that fpirit of love and kindnefs, 
apparently no longer reigni. For no children but the prodi- 
^,'are capable of quibbling in this manner with their father 
and proieClor ; of exerciling to the uimoA length of feveri- 
ty any claims they may have, and of feizing all they may 
• think tbemfclves entitled to. 

Now, in order to give thii refle£Uon all its weight : That 
diJpolition, which deliberately allows itfelf every infidelity, 
which will not, 'it believes, be followed by eternal punilb< 
- ment, is the difpofitton oF a Have and hireling ; that is to 
fay, that could they promife themfelves the fame impunity 
and indulgence from the Almighty, ' for the tranfgrefEon of 
the eflential ptHnta of the law, they would violate them 
with the fame difierence'ai they violate the lead ; Jor, were 
cruel and avowed revenge, calumny of the blackeft natute, 
and criminal attachments, to be attended in futurity with 
no worfc confequences than (light and momentary refent- 
ments, accidental and carelefsevil-rpeaking, or too much 
felF-lpve, they would feel no more horror in the commifBOn 
of the former, than the laft mentioned crimes ; that is to 
fay, that when faithful to the commandments, it is not from 
a love of righteoufnefs, but the dread of tharpunifltment, 
which would aucod their infniflion ; it is not to order and 
to the law thu they fubmit themfelves, it is to their chaf. 
tifements ; it is not the Lord they have in view, it is them- 
felves : For while his glory alone i* interefted, and no feri- 
ous confequences may be expefied to follow our infideli- 
ties. 
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titi, from Aeir apparent fligbtnets, we are not afraid off 
.dHplea&nghittt ; weevfen juftifytoourfdvci infecrd thefe 
Jtind dF tranfgreffions, by kyiof, that ihHwiUiflaDdin^ 
th«y o9eoi, and are dirptea6ng to ibe Lord, yet tbey bring 
not death, nor eternal puHiOiment to the foul : Wc are 
not aflh&ed by what regardi only him ; his glory goes for 
nothing in the dtftin£hon we make betwixt anions alldvred 
or forbidden; our intereft alone regulates our fiddity; and 
nothing can warm our coldneft, but the dread of everlaft- 
ing punifliment. We are even delighted at the unpi^mtjr 
of tbofe trivial tranrgrvflions ; of being able to gnitily our 
indioationi, without any greater misfortune attending, than 
the difpleafure of the Almi^y : We love this wretched liber- 
ty, which feemi to leave us fbe right of being unpnniSied, 
though unfaithful ; We are the apologifts of it i we carry 
it even further, than in retlity it goes : We wift all to Ims 
venial ; gaming, drefs, fenfual pleafures, pailion, animoG" 
ties, public fpefiacles, what Oull I fay ? We would wifh 
this freedom to be univerfal ; that nothing which gratifiea 
our appetites Ihould be punifhed ; that the Almighty vtthi 
neither juft, nor the avenger of iniquity; and diat we 
night yield ourfelvcs up to the gratificat^ of every paf* 
Con, and violate the fan£lily of his law, without any dread 
of the feverity of his ju&ice. Provided a lukewarm foul 
will defcend to an examination of itfelf, it will fed, that 
fbis is truly the principle of its heart, and iu Tta\ dil^fi* 



Now, I aft you, is this the Gtuation of a foul in whicif 
the fan£tifying charity and grace is Hill preferved ; that it 
to lay, a foul which loves its Maker morethan the world, 
more than all created beings, more than all pleafures of 
riches, more than itfelf ? Of a foul which can feel no joy 
but in bit pofleflion ; which dreadt only bis toft, and knows 
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■o Btifortune but thxt of fats difplealure 7 . Does the 
charity you flatter yourfelvc* ftill to preforve, feck. 
in thi» otaaiier,' iu proper intercfi 1 Dcies it ttgard, as 
wttbing, the difpleafure of him it lovti, provided its infi- 
delitie* remaio unpunifhed ? Does it think of difputing, 
like you, overy day. to what degree it may fafely oBend 
bim, ia order to take its mcsfures accordingly, and tbei^ 
allow itfelf every tran%reflioa, to which impunity it 
atuched : Does it {ee ootbiog amiable in its God, or 
capable of attaching the heart, but his cballilemcnts I Wer^ 
he not even an Almighty and an avenging God, would it 
be lefs affoElcd by bis v^finite mercies, hi| truth, holinef^ 
wifdom, fatherly tendemefs, and proteftion ? Ah ! luke- 
warm and infidel foul, Thou loveft him no longer : Thou 
loveft, thou liveft only for thyCelf. The fmall remains of 
fidelity, whjch ftill keep thee from fin, v' nothing but a 
fund of flothi timidity, and felf-love. Thou wlOieft 
to. live in peace with thyfelf : Thou drcadeftthe embartaff- 
nteats of a paffion, and the renwrfe of a fullied confci- 
ence : iniquity is become a fatigue, and Uiat alone difpleafes 
thee with it : Thou loveft thine own eafe ; and that is 
thy fole religion : Indolence is the only barrier which Hop* 
due, uid all thy virtue, is limited to thyfelf. Afluredly. 
thou wouldeft wifh to know, whether this infidelity be a 
venial tranfgreflion, or if it extends further. Thou ac> 
knowledges, that it difple^es God, (lor that point admits 
of no doitbt,) yet is that not fufEcient to turn thee from it ? 
Thou wonldeft wifli (o know, whether it fo hx difpleafes 
him, as to provoke his everlafting wrath ? Ah ! Thou ieeft 
very well, thatthisinvcftigation tends to nothing by thyfelf ;_ 
that thy difpofilion leads thee to think guik nothing, a^ an 
Q&nce, and a difplcafure to God; a powerful reafun, 
however, why it QiouU be detcfiablc to thee : That thou 
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rio longer fervelt the l.ord in truth and ia charity ; that thy 
pretended virtue is only a natural timidity ; which dare not 
expofe itfelF to the terrible threatenings df the law; that 
thou an nothing bat a vile and wretched (lave, to reflrain 
whom, it is neceflary to keep fcourges continually in ihy 
fight : .that thou refembleft that unFaithful fervant, whp fc- 
creted hit talent, bccaufe he knew that his mafter was fe- 
Terc ; and, bilt for that reafon, would have wafted it in dif- 
fipation ; and that in the preparation of the heart, to which 
alone the Almighty looketh, thou hateft his law: Thou 
loveft every thing it forbids : Thou art no longer in chari- 
ty : Thou art a child ot death and perdition. 

The fecond chara6lcr of charity is to be timorous, and 
to magnify to ourfelves our rmallell deviations : not that 
charity deceives or conceals from us the truth ; but difen- 
gaging the foul from the fcnfes, it purifies our view of 
faith, and renders it mo^ quick.ftghted in fpiricual affairs ; 
and befidcj, whatever is in the fmallefl degree difpleafing 
to the only objcQ ol our love, appears ferious and conft- 
derable to the foul which loves. Thus charity is always 
humble, timid, and dillruJli'ul of itfelf; unceafingly agi- 
tated by its pious perplexities, which leave it in fufpenfC' 
refpe£ling its real Hate, always alarmed by thofc delicacies' 
of grace, which make it tremble at every a£iion ; which 
make a kind of martyrdom of love, from the uncertainty 
in which they leave it ; and by which, however, it is pu- 
rified. Thefe are not the vain and puerile fcruples, which 
we blame in weak minds : Tb^y are thofe pious fears of 
charity and of grace, infepaiable from every faithful and 
religious foul : It works its fatvation with fear and trem< 
bling ; and even frequently regards as crimes, actions, 
which arc often virtues in the (ight of God ; and which at 
moll, can only be regarded as fimple weaknefTcs. 

Thefe 
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TbcA are tte boly petpkxkiu of dusky, which derive 
iheir fiMirce even from die ligbu of f«ifb. Tht« path bat, 
in aU Bge*. (Mtn <bc padi of the juft. 

Yet nevertfaelefi it is that fKtenAed charity, of which 
in the midll of a vicious life, and of all your infidelities, 
yen believe yourfelveB A^I poffefled, that mafcei Uicm ap< 
pear fligbt to you ; It is that cbirity itfett, which yoa fup* 
pofe not to have ioA, that cemfvits and enccHinges you i 
that ditninifliM yow faults in yovr own fight, and fixes yos 
in a ftase of peace and femrity : la a word, that ant ojdy 
baniflm froaa your heart all liwre piows alaniH, iafepaiable 
from red paety, but makes you regacd them u wisafcnefie*, 
awl eren the eKcefiei of piety. Now t^ll aae, I beg of 
y«a, i* not that «□ inconfifiency t Does charier contradift 
ttfelf so that oiaDiier t Or can yoa place muds dcy ODd- 
ence oa a love, which &> nearly leieatUes haticd ? 

The laA charaAer of charity, ii to be aSive and dili» 
gent in the ways of God. We &td how madk the Apof. 
tie dwells on its aflivity and fecundity in the heart of a 
ChriAiaR : It operatea wkcrever it m; it cadiBK, (ay the 
SunU, be idle : It is a celcftial fire, which no power can 
hinder irotn ibewiaj itGdf, .and irem «Aing : It aiay feniC' 
tiaies h>deed be OfMrwhelmed, and B*C"tly wcakcDDd, <by 
the multitude of otn" weakneffcs, hat, while not «mircl)f 
extJngMtflied, there always praoeed (mm it, as I nay fay, 
fone ^arks of £^, wiiBies, JatncotaiaoDs, vfiana, and 
dec^. The Holy Sacrament reaoimates it, pnyer oreafr* 
it; pimis readtng, affli&ion, diigracr, fcodily infiimtty, all 
Ediindlc it, wlieo not merly extinguiAied. It is men* 
tioned in the i-cond hook of the Maccabocs, that iW -fa - 
c««d fire, which ihe Jews had concealed during their cap* 
tivity, was foami atiheirictHm appareody cxtioA. Rot 
Vol. J. Q at 
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■a the' furEace alone was obfcured, and the facrcd fire flill 
internally preferved all iu virtue, fcarcely wai it expofcd 
to the rays of the fun, when they faw it inftantaneoufly 
rekindle, and prefeat to their (ight a brightnefs altogether 
new. and an a^i^ity aUogethrr allonilhing. 

Bdiold, my brethren, a faithful repref^lation of tbe 
eoldnefs, of a truly juB foul ; and which lllcewtle would 
be your cafe, bad the niuhitude of your infidelitiet done 
no more than cover and relax, as I may lay, without ex- 
tinguifbing the facred fire of charity within you : Behold, 
I fay, what ought to be your fituation, when you ap- 
- proach (he Holy Sacrament, or liAen to the word of God. 
When Jefut Chrifi, the Sun of Rigbteoufnefs, darts upon 
you fome rays of his grace and light, and inrpires you with 
holy dclires, your heart ought then to be feen rekindled, 
and your fervour renewed : You then ought to appear all 
fire and animation in the pra£lice of your duty, and ailon- 
ilh even the moQ confident witnefTet of your fomicr life, 
by the renovation of your morals and zeal, 

Alas ! nothing, however, reanimates you. Even the ho^ 
)y Sacrament leaves you all your coldnefs : The words of 
the gofpel which you lillen to, fall upon your heart, like 
corn upon a fterile land, where it immediately dies : The 
fentiments of falvation, which grace operates within you, 
are never followed with any effeS, in the melioration of 
your morals ; you continually drag on in the fame indo- 
lence and languor ; you depart from the holy altar equally 
cold, equally infenfible, as you approached it : We fee 
not in you thefe renewals of zeal, piety, and fervour, (o 
common in jufl fouls, and of which the motives are to be . 
found in their deviations from duty. What you were yef- 
terday, you are to-day: The fame infidelities, the fame 
weaknelles : 
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wetkneflea : You advance not a Gngle flep in tbc road to 
ialvation ; all the fire of heaven could Tcarceljr rekiadlo 
in the bottom of -your heart this pretended charity, upon 
which you depend fo much. Ah ! my dear hearer, how 
much I dread that it ia extinCl, and that you are dead in 
the light of the .Lord ! I wifli not to anticipate the fccret 
judgments of God upon the confciencei ; but 1 muft tell 
you, that your Aate is very far from being fafe ; I even 
tell you, that if we are to judge by the rules of faith, you 
9re in difgrace with, and hated of the Lord ; I tell you like- 
wife, that a coldnefs fo durable and conftant, cannot (ub- 
fift with a pnnciple of heavenly and eternal life, which 
always, from time to time at leal), betrays external move- 
ments and ftgns, raifes, animates ilie]f, and takes wing, 
as if to'difeng^e itfelf from the fhackles which weigh 
it down i and that a charity fo mute, fo indolent, and fo 
conjlantly infenfible, exilts oo more. 

But tbe great danger of this fbte, my brett^en. is, that 
«a lukewarm foul is fo without fcruple : It feels that it 
might.carry its fervour and Bdelity to a much greater 
length, but it looks upon that zeal, and that exa£litude, as 
a perfection, and a gr^ce, referred only for certain fouls, 
and not as a general duty ; in this manner they fix them- 
felves in that degree of coldnefs into which they are fallen ; 
they have not made, nor fcarcely attcmpud, thfr fmalleA 
progrefs in virtue, lince the ardours of converfion. It 
would appear, that -having exhauiled all their feryour 
againd the criminal paflions with which they had at firfl to 
combat, they imagine, that nothing now remains, but to 
enjoy in peace the fruits of their victory ; a thoufand da- 
- mages which ftill remain from their firft (hipwreck, they 
think no more of repairing; So far from endeavouring to 
ceprefi a thoufand weaknelTes, and corrupted inclinations, 
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left tliem hf Aelr firft irrcgubmnes, Aoy teve ud elicnfli 
then. The Holy SacrameM no loagcr reminiitBi or kni* 
goratea their fakh ; it only amafn it. ConverfioN it no 
Ibngev the end they propoTt ; they fcelicYC it already done : 
And, absF their confeffiona eren to the Ahnighiy, an 
more .for the purpofc of amifing and hilling their confei-' 
etteea, than the efiedt <rf piety, and reat eontritknt. 

"Wt inrpefe gmtly upon ourfMves, my bretbren, with 
regard to oar confeiences reproaching ns with nothii^ cri< 
minal j for we (ee not, that it is even that tranquillity 
which cenftilQtes the danger, and perhaps the guih Kke^ 
wife of if. We beHere onrfrives in fecurity in our ftato, 
becatife it perhaps otSm to our fight more innocence ami 
regularity, dian that of diforderly fotilsj and indted, we 
wiQi nol to COTiceirc bow a HFe parHy natural, fliouM aof 
be a life of grace and of faith ; or thai a ftate of habrttral 
idleneft and fenfual gratification, Ibould be a flate of fin 
and dieatb, ia a Chrrftitn life. 

Thus, my dear hearer, you wboiBthitdflcoarKFregwds. 
reanimate yoorfelf without ceafing in the Ipirit of your 
Tocation ; according to the advice of the ApoAle, raife 
youHcIF every day by prayer, hy nortrfication of the 
fenfei, by vigilance over yo«r paffionx, and by a continual 
retrofpeflion to, and invefttgatton of your own heart ; 
that firft grace, which operates to draw you from the errors 
' and wanderings of the world, and make you emer into Ac 
paths of God. Depend upon ft, that piety has nothing 
fiire or confoling hot fidetity ; that in relaxing from it. 
you only augment yonr troubles, becinife you multiply 
your bonds; that in retrenching from your duty, zeal, 
fervour and exaAitude, you likewife retrench all its fweets 
and pleafures ; that in depriving yotu fiate of fidelity, you 
deprive 
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tk^Hive k of feenricjr; mA that in UmiUBg yaaiMIl, fint- 
pfy CO flnia inifuitf, )kta kife ike in«A pRoons froks ef 

wtua. 

Aoi alMratlt fince ^u bmv Aeaif hciihceithe tC 
feotial, whj> mUycm ftill atudi jworfelvM to the fitvohma 
parts ^ Alter h»ving noeotep^Slei the noA labonou. and 
painful ex«niont towards- felvMion, mvA you pcrilbfoEiiot 
fiaifliiBg the flighwH ami moA mly?^ Wh» Kaamoii. liKls 
coQvinced, becaufe the prophet, for the cure of his -Irpiw- 
{y, bad only ordered him to bath in the waters of Jordan, 
retired full of conteupc for the Kwref God, mi beiiev- 
ing k inpottblt diat his rrcorery rmiM be MCOBpKtbed 
by So fanpi* a remedy, the people who accompMied hina 
made hiin fenfible of bis error, by faying- lo btB, *• But, 
** tnafeer, had the pfopbei bid the* do feme great thing, 
** wouMeA tbou not b>v« done k ? How laaA lotbcv tbei^ 
*^ when he biA M tbee, waOa and be clean V 

And mnr, my farethrtn, attead to wbat 1 have to fay, 
white I fiaifb dm dkfcoarfc. Yo« have abandoned the 
world, and the idoli wbiob you far m eriy woraippod ia it : 
You are come from afar into the paths of God : You have 
had fo many paflions to overcome, and obAaelcs to fur- 
mouQt ; fo many things to facrifice, and difficult exertions 
to make ; there remains only one ftep more to accompliOi, 
which is a faithful and conftant vigilance over yourfelves. 
If a facrifice of the criminal palGons were not already madr, 
and you were required to do it, you would not, I believe, 
hefitate a moment ; coll what it might, you would make 
it: And in the meanwhile, when (imple purifications are 
only demanded ol you ; nay, when you are required as I 
may fay, almoft the fame things which you do, but only 
to be pra^fed with more fervour, fidelity, faith, and vigi- 
lance, 
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lance, are yoa excufabJe in declintoj; them ? Why vrjll 
you render nfelefs all your former eSbiti, by thcrebifal ot . 
1 thing fo eafy ? Why fliould you have renounced, the 
world, and all its criminal pleafuret, only to find in piety 
the fame rock, which by flying from (in you thought to 
bave efcapcd P And would it not be lamentable, if, after 
liaving facrificed to God the principal parts, you fhould 
lofeyourfelvet, by wiflilng Hill to difpute with him athou- 
bnd little lacrifices, much lefi painful to the heart and to 



fioifi) then in us, O my God I that which thy grace has 
already begun ; triumph over our languors, and our weak- 
neflers, fince thou haft already triumphed over our crimes ; 
give u) a heart fervent and faithful, fince thou haft already 
deprived us of a criminal and corrupted one ; infpire ui 
with that willing fubmifEoa which the juft poflefi, lince 
thou hall extinguifbed in m that pride and obllinacy 
which occafion fo many linners : Leave not, O my God ! 
thy work unfiniOied ; and lince thou haft already made ui 
enter into the holy career of . falvation, render us worthy 
of the holy crown prouifed to thofe who fliall bave legally 
fought for it. 

Now to God, &c. Amen. 
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THE CERTAINTY OF THE LOSS OF RIGHTEOUS. 
NESS IN A STATE OF LVKEIVARMNESS. 



Luke iv. 38. 
And he rofe out of the Synagogue, and entered into Si- 
mon's koufe : and Simon's toife's mother was taken with a 
great fever : and they Mfought hitn Jor her. 

OiHce Simon thought the prefence of oar Saviour neccf- 
fiiy for the cure of bis inother-in>law, it would appear mjr 
brethren, that the evil was prefllng, aod threatened an ap- 
proaching death ; the ufual retDedies mud have been found 
ineflednal, and nothing but a miracle could operate her 
cure, and dnw her from the gates of death : Neverthelefst 
the Scriptures mention her being attacked by only a com- 
mon tever. On every other occafion, we never find that 
they had recourfe to our Saviour, but to raife people from 
the gravei to cure paralytics, reflore fight to the tjjind, and 
hearing to the deaf, from their birth ; In a word, to cure 
difeaTes, incurable by any other, than the Sovereign Maf* 
ter of Life and Death : In this inflance, he is called upon,. 
to reltore health to a perfon attacked by a fimple fever. 

Whence comes it, that the Almighty Power is employ- 
ed on fo flight an occafion 7 It is, thu this fever being a 
oalural image of lukewarmnefi in the ways of God, the 

Holy 
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Holy Spirit tm wiAed to make ms lutderiUnd by it, thit 
(his difeaTc apparently fo (ligbt, and of which they dread 
not the danger; this lukewanmiefs, fo common in piety, ij 
a difeafe, which inevitably deftroys the Tout, and that a 
miracle is neceflary to refcae it from death. 

Yei, my hrdhcen, of al! the maxims of Chriftian. mo- 
rality, there is none upon which expenence allows us Icfs 
to deceive ourfelvw, than the one which azures us, that 
contemptfor.thefmalleft foints of our duty infcnfibly leads 
lis to a tranfgrc{ri,on of the molt efTcntial ; and that, negli- 
gence in the ways of God i( never far from a total lofs ol 
righteoufoeit. He who defpiies the iinaller ol^eds of re. 
ligion, lays the Holy Spirit, will gradually fall ; he who 
defpifes them, that is to fay, who delibetMely vioJatntbem; 
who lays down as it were, a plan of this condu£l; for, if 
through weakoefs or furprife you fail in them foaetime% 
it is the common deiliay of the juft, and this difoourf* 
would no longer regard you ; but to defpife them ia tlw 
fenfe already mentioned, which can h^pen only with luke- 
warm and unfaithful fouls, is a path which muA tenniaate 
in the lofs of righteoufnefs. In the firlt place, becaufe the 
ipecial grace neceQaiy towards pcrfcvcrance in virtue is 
BO longer granted. Secondly, Becaufe the pallioDs are 
llrengthened which lead us on to vice. Thirdly, Becaufs 
all the external fuccours of piety become ufelefs. 

Let ut inveAigate thefe three reScAions : They contain 
important inftrudions in the detail of a Cbriflian life : 
Ufcful, not only to thofe who make proleOion of a public 
and avowed piety, but likewife to thofe who make all vir- 
tue to confifi in that regularity of condufl, and propriety of 
behaviour, which even the world re<{uires. 
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Part I.— It is a truth of falvation, hyt a holy Father, 
titac the innocence of even the molt upright hai occafion 
for the CMitJnual afliftancc of grace. Man, delivered up 
to fin, by the wicked nefs of his nature, no longer finds in 
hinarelf but principles of error, and foiirces of corruption : 
Righteoufnefs and truth, originally bom with us, are now 
become as flrangers ; all our iaclinations, revolted againft 
God and his law, in fpiie of ourfelves, drag us on towards 
illicit objefls; in fd much, that to return to the law, and 
fubmit our heart to order, it is neceflary to ndit, without 
ceafiog, the impreflions of therenfes; to break our warm- 
eft inclinations, and to harden ourfelves cuminually againft 
ourfelves. There is no duty but what now cofts us 
fomcihing ; no precept in the law, but combats fome ol 
our paffions; no Itep in the paths of God againft which 
our heart does not revolt. 

To this toad of corruption, which renders duly fo dlflS* 
cult and irkfome, and iniquity fo natural, add the fnures 
which furround us, the examples which entice ui, the ob- 
je£ls which effetninate us, the occafions which furprife us, 
the compliances which weaken us, the afHiflions which 
difcourage us, the properties which corrupt us, the fitua- 
tions which blind us, and the con traditions which we ex- 
perience ; every thing around us is indeed only one con- 
tinued temptation. I fpeak not of the miferies which are 
natural to us; or the particular oppolition to order and 
righteoufnefs, which our pall morals, and our (irft palTions 
have left in our hearts : That love fpr the world and it* 
pleafures; that diOike to virtue and its maxims; that em- 
pire of the ienfes, fortified by a voluptuous life ; that in- 
vincible indolence, to which every thing is a burden, and 
to which whatever is a burden, becomes almoll impolTible ; 
that pride, which knows neither how to bend or break ; 
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(hat iDconAancy oE krart, incapabb of end or uniformity, 
which prefently tires of itfelf ; which camioC lubmit to 
rule, becaufe thaiitisjJways the fame; which' wilbA, anct 
wiOies not; palTes in a tnoBientfrointbeloweftfEatcof de- 
jr£lion, to a vain and chifdiOi jojr, and leases fcarcely ihtf 
interval of a moment betwixt the finccrcft refslittion, and 
the infidelity which violates it. 

Now, in a fituation fo mifei^ble, what, O my God t can 
the rooll jult accomplifh, delivered up to his own weak- 
nefs, and all the fnares which Airround him; bearing in hi» 
heart the foarce of all his errors, and in his mind the prin- 
ciples of every tllufion ? The gracie (*f Jiefus Cbrift, thene- 
. fore, can alone deliver him from fb many miferies ; en- 
Kghten him in the midft of fo much darknefs ; fupport himf 
under fomany difficulties ; reftrain him from following the 
diftates of fo many rapid defires, and flrengthen him 
againll fo many attacks. If left a moment to bimfelf, he 
inevitably Itumbles, and is loll : If an Almighty hand cea-' 
fcs an inllant to retain him, he is cairied down by the 
flrcam : Our cOnfiftency in virtue, is therefore a continual 
grace and miracle ; all our fleps in the ways of God are 
new motions of the Holy Spirit ; that is to fay, of that in> 
vi(ible guide, which impels and leads us on. Alt our piouf 
anions are gilts of divine mercy ; fincc every proper ufe 
o( our liberty comes from him, and he crowns his gifts in 
recompcnfiog our merits : All the moments of our Chrtftian 
Mfe are like a new creation, therefore, in fiiith, and in 
piety ; that is to fay, (this fpiritual creation does nor ,fup- 
pofe a non-cxiftence in the jult, but a principle of grace, 
and a liberty which co-<^ratcs with it,) that as, in the 
order of nature, we fhould again return to our non-entity, 
if the Creator ccafed an inftant to preferve the being he 
has given ui ; in thp life of grace, we would again fall 

into 
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into fin and death, did tiie Redecner ccafe a fiogle mo- 
neiit to continue, by new fucconrs, tfae gift oF Hghteouf- 
nefi and ho^aeU, with wliicii he hath cmbellUhed onr foul i 
Such ii theweakncfs of man, vti fuchis his continual de- 
pendence oa the gncc of Jefu« Chrift. The fiddity of the 
juft fotd tc, therefore, the friut of continual aids of grace ; 
but it is Ukewife the pnnciple : It is grace atone which 
can operate the fidelity of the jnft ; and it u the fidelity 
alone of the juA, w^ich merita the preservation and increafe 
e( grace in the heart. 

For, my brethivn, Hk ways of God towards ui bein|; 
full of equity and wifdoni, there mufi necefTarily be fome 
order in the diftribution of his gifts and gtace : The Lord 
muft comipunicaie himfelf more abundantly to the foul, 
which faithfully prepaceB its heart for his ways ; he tnuft 
beftow more continual marks of his proteQioo and mercy 
on the upright heart, which gives him conQant proof of 
love and fidelity ; and the fervant who improves bis talent; 
muft necefTarily be recompcnfed in proportion to the profit 
he has JtDOwn.faow toreapfrom it: It is juft on the com 
tiary, that a lukewarm and unfaithful heart, who fervrs bit 
God with negligence and difgufl, fhould find the Almighty 
cold and difgufted towards him : The mifery infeparable 
from coldnefs, is, therefore, the privation of the grace of 
prtAeftion. If you become cold, the Almighty becomes 
fo towards you ; if y^u limit yourfelf with regard to him, 
to thofe eflential duties, which you cannot refufehim with- 
out guilt, he confines himlelf with iiegard to you, to thofe 
general fucconrs, which will not fupport you far : He re' 
tires from you, in proportion as you retire from him; and 
ibe meafure of fidelity with which you fcrve him, is the 
sncafuFc <rf prote^on you may expe£l to receive. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be more eqaiuble thin thU condiiCl ; for 
you rntrr into judgment with your God. You iwg[e£k 
every opportunity where you might give him prooft of 
your fidelity: You dirpoteeveiy thingwith him, oE which 
you think you could avoid the payment : You carcFuJIy 
watch, left you do any thing Tor him, beyond what duty 
requires. It appean, you fay to him, what be formerly 
laid to the unfaithful fervant : Take that thine ■■ ; and go 
thy way. You reckon- witb God, as I may fay t All your 
attention it engaged in prefcribing limits to the right he has 
over your heart ; and all his attention likewife, if I may 
be permitted to fpeak in this manner, it to pat bounds to 
bi* mercies to your foul, and to pay your difference witb 
the fame : Love is the price of love alone ; and if you do 
not TuflicientEy teel all the terror and extent of this tmtb, 
allow me to explain to you its confequenccs. 

' The firfi is. that this ftate df lukewarmnefs and infidelity 
removing tbe foul from the grace of protc£Uon, leaves him, 
as I may fay, empty of God, and in the hands, as it were, 
of his own weaknefs : He may undoubtedly, with the com- 
mon fuccourt left him, Aill preferve the fidelity he owes 
to God : He has always enough to fupport him in well-do- 
ing ; but his lukewarmnefs deprives him of the ability to 
apply them to any purpofe; that is to fay, that he is Oill 
aided by thofc fuccours, which may enable him to go on ; 
but no longer by tbofe with which he may infallibly perTc- 
ven i there is no peril, therefore, in this fituation, but 
makes a dangerous imprellion on bim, and leads him to tbe 
brink of ruin. 

I gra^it that a happy natural difpofition, fome remains cf 

modefly, and fear of God, aconfcience ftill afraid of guilt, 

and a reputation to preferve, may for fome time defend bim 
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a|pinfi himfelf ; but ai thefe refourcea, 'drawn moftly from 
aatare, cannot extend far ; at the-fcnrual objefls, in tbe 
aitdftof which he lives, make every d^ new wounds in 
his heart, and grace lefs abundant, repairs not the lofs, 
das ! his Arcngth exbiufis every moment, faith relaxes, and 
truth is obfcured ; the more he advances, the worft he be- 
comes ; Such fouls feel perfefily, that they no longer retire 
from the world and its dangers, equally innocent, as former- 
ly; thattheycany their weaknefleaand compliance mudi far- 
ther ; that they encroach upon limits which they formerly 
nefpefled ; that loofe converfations find them more indul- 
gent, evil-fpeaking more favourable, pleafure lefs guarded, 
and the world more anxious for it ; that they bring into it, 
•a heart already balf-gained; that they are fenfible of their 
loflcs, but feel nothing to repair them ; in a word, that 
God is almofi withdrawn from them ; and there is no lon- 
ger any barrier, but their own weaknefa, betwixt gutit and 
them. Behold the Gtuation in which you are ; and from . 
that, judge of the one in which you will foon be. 

I know that this Hate of relaxation and infidelity trou- 
bles and dillurbs you ; that you fay every day, that nothing 
can bellow greater happinefs, than a detachment from every 
thing worldly; and that you envy the defiiny of tbofe 
Chrilltans who give themfelves up to God without referve, 
and no longer keep any terms with tbe world. But you 
are deceived ; it is not the faith, or the fervour of thefe 
faithful Chrifttans, you envy; you only covet their hM; 
that bappinefs and peace, which they enjoy, in the fervice 
of their Maker, and which you are incapable of partaking ; 
you only envy them thai infenGbility, and happy indifler- 
ence to which they have attained, for the world and every 
thing it efleems ; your love for which occalions all your 
troubles, remorfet, and fecret anguifli ; but you envy 

them 
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ibcm attt the Jtcrificct tb^ w«ic under the necdSty of 
•Diking, to arrive at tb«ir ^eCeat Qate of peace aod tria- 
if uilltty ; You envy ihcm Ditt the triaU thsy have under- 
gone, in order to merit the .precious gift of a lively and 
tierveot bitb : You enyy tbe happiacfs of tbeiE fiate ; but 
70U vauld notwiA it tocoftyoHtbeiHuriooaDd ienfualilf 
■of your own. 

Tbe fecood coofequence I diaw from the refafal of tbe 
^race of protection to tbe lukewAln ChrifUan, is, that tbe 
yoke of our Saviour, to him, becoaies burdcDTome, faard« 
*nd ioTiipportable. Fur, my brethren, by the irregalarity 
of OUT' nature, having loft all tafle for righteaufRe£i and 
truth, which, in a Rate of inaoccnce, formed the happi- 
nelc of nan, we no Isnger have any feeling or defire, but 
for objeAs winch gratify tbe fenfes and pal&onj. Tfae du> 
ties of die bw of God, «riiich recal us from the feDfes to 
dte fp irit, and make ui Sacrifice tfae prefent impreffions of 
pleafure to the hope of future {womifei:. Thefe duties, I 
fay, prefently fatigue our weaknefs, bccaufe they are con- 
tinual effbitt we make againft ourfelves. It requires tbe 
unflion of grace, therefore, to JbFten tfae yoke j it is oe- 
cefliry that grace fpread fecret confolotiont over its bitter* 
neb, and change the fadnefsof duty intoaholy |and fenfi* 
blejoy. Now the lukewann foul, deprived of this uac- 
tioD, feels only die wet^ of the yoke, without tbe con- 
fblations which fofiten it : In this manner, all the duties o( 
piety and religion become infipid to you; works of falva- 
lion become wearif<Hne ; your conTcieoce, reftleli and em- 
bsrrafled, by your relaiations and infidelities, of which 
you cannot juftify the innocence, no longer allows you to 
' enjoy either peace or joy in tbe Icrvice of God. You feel 
all the weight of the duties to which fome remains of faith, 
and love of cafe, hinder you from being imfaitfaful; but 

you 
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yrou feet not (be kcnt tii{limony of « ckar canEcMace* 
urttich foothes and fuppons tbe feprOit Cbviftisn : Yqu 
ffiun, perhapr, certain occafibnj of pleafure, where iano;. 
cence ii lure of being fhipwircked, bat yoti oiriyexpsri* 
ence in the letreat wfaicb dividei yoa itsa tiiea, ■ 
wenriromends, and ar mora lively de&re for the feme pica- 
fares, from which yon have forced^ y<ourfetf to lefraia, 
Yon pray, bat prayer is no longer bat a fatigue ; YoU 
frequent the Ibeiety of virtuoUA perfons, but their eoa^M- 
ny becomes fo irkfome, as almoft to difgufi^ yau v<ith.Tip- 
tue itfelt : Tbe flightell violence you do upon your incli- 
tMtiona for (he fafceof heaven, oo&syon fuch efioHf, that ' 
the pleafares and amofements of ibe world roaA be appli- 
«d to, to refnfii and invigorate you after tbia fatigue ; tba 
Analleft moTtificationexhauftsyoar body ; cafls tmeaiinef* 
and chagrin thn»igh your temper, and only confolts you, 
by. an immediate determination,, tOidnndon its praSice. 
You live unhappy, and without confolation, becaufe yon 
deprive yourfclf of a' world you- tov«, and fubftkule in in 
place duties which you lorc not : Yoarwhole life is bat a 
melancholy fatigue, and a perpetual difguft with- yourlelf : 
You refemble the Ifraelite* in the defert ; difgufted, on the 
one part, with the manna upon which the Lord hkd order- 
ed them to fubfill ; and on the odier, not daring to return 
to tht food of the Egyptians, which they ftill loved, and 
whiiih the dread alone of the Almighty's anger induced 
tbem to deny themfelves. Now ibis Aate of violence can. 
not endure ; we foon tire of any remains of virtue, which 
do not quiet the heart, comfori tbe raafon, and even flat- 
ter our felf-tove : We foon throw off the remains ot » 
yoke, which yreighs ns down ; and which wo no longer 
carry throogh hnre, but for deocncy's- fake. It is fo me- 
lancholy to be nothing at all, as I may fay : Neither juft 
dor worldly ; attached neither lo the WQrld npr to Jefus 
Cbria: 
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Cliriil ; enjoyiitg neither the pleafures of the feofes, axx 
, thofe of grace ; that it is impoflible tliis wearifome (it u»- 
tkin of iodifTerence and neutrality can be durable. The 
heart, and particularly thofe of a certain defcription, re- 
quires an avowed object to occupy and intcrefi it ; If not 
God, k will foon be the world : A heait, lively, eager, 
always in extremes, and fuch as the generality of men pof- 
iefs, cannot be fixed, but by the feelings ; and to he con- 
tinually difguftcd with virtue, (hows a heart already prepared 
to yield to the atlra£lions of vice. 

I know, in the firft place. That there are lazy and indo> 
lent fouls, who fccm 'to keep themfelves in this Aate of 
equilibration and inlenlibility ; who ofier nothing decided, 
«thcr for the world or virtue; who appear equally diflant, 
by iheir difpo&tions, either from the ardours of a faithful 
piety, or the exceOet of profane guilt ; who, in the midft 
of the pleafures of the world, preferve a fund of reten- 
tion and regularity, which proves the extflence of fome 
remains of virtue ; and in the midft of their religious du- 
ties, a fund of careleiTnefs and laxity, which ftill breathes 
the air and maxims ol the world. Thefe are indolent and 
tranquil hearts, animated in nothing ; in whom indolence 
almoQ fupplics the place of virtue ; and who, uotwith- 
Handing they never arrive at that degree of piety, which 
the faithful accomplifh, never proceed to thofe lengths in 
iniquity, which crimioal and abandoned fouls do. , 

I know it, my brethren, but I likewife<know, that this 
indolence of heart defends us only from crimes which 
would coft us trouble ; makes us avoid only thofe pleafures 
which we would be obliged to purchafe, at the expence of 
our tranquillity, and which the love of cafe alone prevents 
us from enjoying. It leaves us virtuous only in the eyes of 

men. 
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tun, who confound the indolence which dreads emharraflT- 
ttent with the piety which flies from vice ; biit it does not 
Sefend us againft ouifelves ; againft a thoufand illicit de- 
fires ; a thoufand criminal compliances; a thoufand paf- 
irons, ' more fecrei, and lefs painful, becaufe Ihut up in the 
heart; from jeaioufies, which devour ut ; ambition, which 
domineer? over us ; pride, which corrupts us ; a defirc of 
plcafurc, which engrofles us ; anexcefs of felf-Iove, which 
h tfiie principle of all our condu3, and infers alt our ac> 
tionj ; that is to fif, that this indolence delivers up our 
KeArt to all its weakneOes ; at the fame time that it ferves 
as a check againft the more ftriking and tumultuous paf- 
Cons, and that, what appears only indolence in the eyes of 
men, is always before God a fecret ignominy and cormp- 
tion. 

I know, ih the fecond place, that this love-of piety, and 
this nnSion which foftens the praflice of religious duties, 
» a gift frequently refufcd even to holy ind faithful Chrif. 
tians. 'But there are three cfTential differences betwixt the 
faithful foul, to whom the Lord denies the fenfible confo- 
lattons of piety ; and the lukewarm and worldly one, whom 
the weight of the yoke opprefles, and who is incapable of 
enjoying the things of Cod. 

The firft is. That a faithful Chrifiian, in fpite of his re- 
pugnanctes, prefervtng a firm and folid faith, finds his Hate, 
and the exemption From guilt in which he lives, fince 
touched by God, a thoufand times more happy, than that 
in which he lived when delivered up to his palTions ; and 
penetrated with horror at his former excefles, he would 
not change his lot, or re-engage hiirifetf in his former vices, 
for all the pleafures of the earth : In place of which, 
the lukewarm and unfaithful heart, difgufted with virtue. 

Vol I. S cnvioufly 
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Cnvioafly regaida the pleafurec, and ^n bappuieli. of- tBf 
world ; and hit dUgufis being only the conCeqficaca ao4 
- JuSerJDgs of hia weaknefs, aad the lultewannn^ of hqf 
bith, to plunge into fin, begins to appear U tbe.onl)^ xf^ 
iburce left hjm, from wcarioers aff 4 the gipoqiuwf* oE . pi* 

«y^ . i 

The fecond difference is, ThU the taithftil Ctiri.4wi, JR 
the midft of hi) difguftt and hardfiiips, at |eaft bean a- ^n-r 
Tcience which reproaches him not with guilt; He at leafi j« 
fupponed, by the leftimony of hjs own heait, and by 4 
certain degree of internal peace, v;bi|C^, tbou^ neither 
warm, noi very fenfible, fails not, bonrfver, to eftabliO) 
yiihin tK, a calm which we pever cxpefi^cedin the pAtf^ 
of error: on the contrary, the lukewarm and unfaithfiif 
foul, allowing himlelf, againft the teflimony ol his own 
confcience, a thooTand daily tr3D%reffiona, tfi wjudirbe 
knows not the wickedneft, bears always a^ iitieafy %ad fuff 
picious confcience ; and being no longer fuftained by lovf 
for bis duties, nor the peace and teflimony of his confci- 
ence. this flate of agiution and wquincfa fooB ter^ip^lef 
in the mifcrablc peace of Gn. . > 

The laQ reafon is. That the difgufls of the faithful Cb^., 
tian being only trials, to which, for his purification, 'G<>d 
.cxpofes him, he fupplies, in a thoufand ways, the feofible 
confolations of virtue which he rcfufes him ; he lepla,^ 
them by a more powerlul protedion i by a merciful itlt^n- 
tion 'to remove every danger which might ("educe himj 
and by more abundant fuccours of grace; fortbe AImightj( 
wifbcs neither to lofe nor difcourage him ; be wiQies onix 
to prove him ; and make him expiate by the affli£lions an4 
hardlhips of virtue, the unjufl pleafures of (in; Bm thf 
^fgufis of aii-iofidel foul are not tnals, they- are punifbr 
^i^s: 

n,oii,7=rir, Google 
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AHA; H'ii not a merdfulGod wfao fufpends the conrola- 
ikiat of ^race, Vidioat fuf[lendmg gi-ace itfett : It a not a 
fclldir fuhtr, Vho rujvplics \ty the fdlidity of hii ttndcrners, 
«ttd bjr eSeStnl MOftaacet, the apparent rigoan he is un- 
ia iht tled^ffity bt uGng : It i» a fevert judge, who only 
be^iis to deprive tbe crAfaihal tif a dAufand indulgences, 
Etecafaft tbe ftntence dF deaih is prepared For hlni. The 
Mrdfliips bf virtue fittd a thouAind refources in vinue it- 
fclf; thofeof hikewarjnnefs, can find them only in the 
dcctitfni pledfares df vice. 

Sdth, iny bl-ethrcn, Is the inevitable h>t of lUk^Ararm- 
flefs ih ihe tvayi of GoA ; the raifcry of tofing righteouf- 
tiefs. Will you tell ijs, after this, that yoii with to prdc- 
fifi oti]y a degree oF Irittue «hicH may cohrinufe ; that theli! 
^[reai exertion* of zeal canndt be fupponed ; that it is much 
tetter not to begin tb high, and by thefc means to accom> 
pKft the end ; dnd that they never go far, vbo exhaulf 
fll^Mves at the beginnnig ol their journey. 

I know that eWry ekccfs, feven in piety, comes not 
front the Spirit of God, ilrhich is a fpirit of wildoni and 
difcretioh ; that the zeal which overturns the order of 
our Aate and duties, is not the piety which comes from 
Uk>v£, hut ah illufion horn in ourfelves ; that indifcretion 
U » 6>Drce of fllfb vittues ; and that we often give to va> 
SHfithat we think It givea to truth. 

- But I tell ydu from God, that lo pttfeVe^ in his ways, 
we muftgiveoprrelvesiip tohim without referve : That 
in order to fupport the fidelity due to the efTentiat parts of 
bur dut/i W^ ninft unceafingly endeavour to weaken the 
(tiflioiTs which oppofe it; and that keeping terms with 
thefc paflionsi under the pretext of not going (00 faf, is 
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to dig for onrielvn ■ grave. I tdl you, that it u only tKs 
iiairhful and fervent Chri&ians, who, not couented with, 
fhuoniag fin, fliun alfo every thing which can lead to it t 
tbuii it tbefe alone who perfevere, who fuftain themTeWes, 
who honour piet)- by a fupponed, equal and uniform con^ 
du£l ; and, on the contrary, it ii lukewarm and reUxed 
fouli, who have begun their penitence, by limiting tbeir 
piety, and accommodating it to the plealure* and maxima, 
of the world ; it it thefe fouli who draw back, who belie 
tbemfelvei, and who didonour piety, by their inconftancy 
and inequality of condufl ; by a life, fometimes blended 
with virtue and retirement, and at otberi devoted to ibe 
world and weaJtneft : And I appeal to yourfelvet, my bre- 
tfaren, if, when you fee in the world a perfon relax from 
liii firft fervour, gradually mingle himielf in the pleafuret 
and focieties he had lately To fcrupulouQy and feverely 
denied htmfelf ; infenfibly abate bis love of retirement, bit 
inodefly, circumfpeflion, prayen, and exaflitude to ful- 
fil bit religious duties, you lay not to yourfelvet, that be 
ic not far from returning to what he formerly was P Are 
not thefe relaxations regarded by you as a prelude to hil 
ruin ; and that virtue is nearly extinQ, when once you fe« 
it weakened 7 Do you even require To much to roufe your 
cenfures, and malicious prcfages againit piety ? UnjuA that 
you are, you condemn a cold and unfaithful virtue, while 
you condemn us £or requiring of you a virtue faithful and 
fervent ! You pretend, that in order to continue, you muft 
' begin with moderation, while you prophecy that a total 
departure from virtue is not far diflant, when once it begin* 
to be follow.ed with coolnefc and negligence. 

From a relaxation alone, therefore, we are to dread a 
return to our former courfcs, and a departure frctm virtue : 
It is not by giving ourfclves up without referve to God, 

that 
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dM'we tecootc difguficd with piety, and are foriak«n bjr 
hiai : The way to coaie^glonouQy off in battle, ii not by 
glaring, but overcoming the enemy : There u no dread, 
iherefore, of doing too niucl), left we (hould be unable to 
Aipport it; on tbe contrary, to merit the grace neceflary 
to our fupport, we ought, from the firJl, to leave nothing 
nndone. What iltu&on, my bretbreo ! We dread zeal, a« 
dangerous to perfeverance : and it ii zeal alone which can 
«btaiv it : We fix outfelves in a lukewarm aiid commodiout 
life, as the only one which can fubGft ; and it is tbe only 
one which proves falfe : We Ihun fidelity, as the rock of 
piety ; aoii piety without fidelity is never far from Ibip' 
wreck. 

It is thus that lukewarmnefs removes from the infidel 
loifX the grace ^f proteAion ; of which tbe abfeace depriv- 
ing our faith of all its ftrength, and tbe yoke of Jefus 
Cbrifi of all its confcdatioos, leaves us in a Aate of Tudi 
imbecility, that to be loll, innocence requires only lobe at- 
tacked. But if the lols of righteournefi is inevitable, on 
the part of grace which is withdrawn, it is flill more to, 
oo account of tbe palBons which are fortified within us. 

Pakt II. What reodert vigilance fo neceflary to Chrif- 
tian piety, ii, that all the paffions which oppofe themfelves 
in us to the law of God, only die, at I may fay, with tis. 
We undoubtedly are able to weaken them, by the afliflance 
of grace, and a Eerventand lively fWth'; but the roots al- 
ways continue in the heart ; we always carry within us the 
principles of the fame error* oar tears have'e&ced. Guilt' 
may be cxtinguiflted in our hearts; but fin, at the Apoftle 
fays, that is to fay, the corrupted inclinations whicb have 
fwised our guilt, inhabits and lives there fiill : And that 
&ind of corroption which removed us fofar from God, is 

Bill 
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ftill litt lit ifa en- jtentetMci, to fern u t M«^ttwi) exet-JOfa 
tDviitue: At fBAdarite) by thecocMuilMctfiortaot^iMtl- 
ljat it mf« up for us; nore wonhyot » pt«[^ drown ;■ 
to Uiiabk ou^ piiAe ) to keep us in reiUPfttbraiKc thit the> 
chirttKMi of oar prefcm tifcii a time of vnt lad dUlgW ; 
4iid, by adeAiny inevitabletooiir natuRftkU th^itdft-' 
))t ODc fldp betwecQ jebuuiion iud guik. 

. b it tnM, tbattbc giAccof JeriM Cbrift is ^i^n m tdi 
Kpreri tbefe corruptttl inclinatitHis wbiefa furvive oiur coc- 
«t»rliwii ; but in A Oite at' lukew'aminefs, as I have already 
fiud, graco ofiering U9 -oaiy 'Comtedb fUccoura, ted the 
grace of proteSioo, of wbich we are become unworthy; 
beiag -either more rare, or entirely fufpendcd. it is evident 
ihat the pkffiou muft ooquiie new ftrehgth. But I Cay, 
tfau not only the paffions air* firegtbencd, in a Iskcwans 
Md infidel life, bccwifc the grace of proteftitm Which 
checked them ii more vare, but likewire by lh» flate itfet# 
of lelaHatJcn and coldncfs ; for that lift being otiTy a con<> 
liaucd indulgence of all tbe paffiona ; a fiiaple ^finefs "id 
grantinf^ to a certain degree, every thing which fisttCi^ 
the appetites ; a watchfulneft, even of folf-love, to tHJ 
move whatever might reprefs, or reftrain them ; and a per- 
pelual ulage of all things capiU« of inflaming th*ib : 11 it 
•rideiu, that by thefe means they muQ daily acquire riitv* 
force. 

In a word, my brethreb, we are not t6 imagine, that tti 
pulhing our indulgence for out' paffiuns, only to certain 
tfngths permitted, we appeaf* tban as I may fay, that W(f 
allow fufficientto faiitfyitbemyand not enough toftain ou^ 
foul, or carry trouble and Tcmorfe through oui* cortfcience} 
or taocy that we can ever attain a certain degree of e^t^i'- 
biatloo betwixt virtue and fin, where«oa the one-fide,«Aii' 
pafuons 
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of guilt, which t((c flin)^ Fqf :iucI^.!iv^:9ltin!.<9^BUd 
by the lukewarm foul : Favourable to hii indolence, he- 
IK^, ho f qii^li^ tsqUbo eypiytlfiag,: *«lJ8r.iR,yirti|ffor 
W:fo»;'*b«;h «8 cjiflurb faiifi ;, ■T«>t'>« IHfew. ^ rti*k* 

wl*awif« migfet. (ropt,!? !>i» P9nfS«neo;t:,«"(l h*. /vinny, 

P^S. tilis few, of tqiiiliJiriHaj; t> fl.ppifii^, chiiBWa.: T^tf 
I«(6pt|ikppvJi«)waiuorl)fl»W(iiiogiMlii ; h<?w. ihnrefota 

fis^l.i* £,T^Uie Htniqa.£&c^ft Qapttotrr^niinor fix t^icfnf 
hqV UvFH ci|ul4 fiiapi* iqdulgppff ex d^ i( ? tti» i«PTe yo» 
.ffWt.:,^fe?#^?>OM4epfiv^yoifF(ctf,of ibftpow^r tof^ 

by.tafpuriftgihpfB tf» a cm»m 4ffTee-i it »* by opjpoBng 
fbfigi ill ?!4W)f ^ipg J, eypi^ i5(diilgen¥e Hatif T/-94ttn the» 
a((Vft^flW#iaftd:4iiii»n^e%Wc;, it ifi a liftlc: iy«er th«>wiB 
VIK>a^ greptfire, wbich, fa? fK>pi.ej«ingnifting; i^ic^eafw 
iu fuii>! t E-v^iy ihiflg -whiob fl^t^eri th« fftir^j^s^-FOldera 
irtMas ^pre !i?ea, apd 4^QiQm <>)» pjI^ii^Uity qT being 
^ie tp cpfiquei th«q., - 

Now* iiichiitha AMepFal^liewaFvaBd'qnfajthful&att 

e4r^y(!ngcj it juAifiw e.v^ry ftJafurt, ia.vhich, guilt .« 
qpt; p4p.at^e ; it (fclivf^s itfolf; up wit^ftW rtferwe, (% evojy 
*MVW^ 6pCn* avd gnttifica^iog, b)' which 4p,ifi<}ividM9l» 
i(.;i«B»<?f«. i» iliiuwJ; «yery omifjoin. «!hicll ttcmi (9 
JtHr«:0.i» thoarbitraryduUfSf o^bu^ilfghtly inrtfretb (hp eC* 
initW fP^h it, w^kes 1)9 (^|?1c oi ;' evary afitioti- «{ ftlf^ 
lovcWihu^ leadsficf dfFe£Uy t(Xgiiilt,;4t EeiAr4sa# noth<Jr>g( 
it^ thft fic^ty. with i!egv4 Ito rank and i)»erl)>ttil. {tm?, 
ttbrf}i 14 vaiafatihi^, w'uik t)>a^'raPderMJ9i\'5Vflo.(he.V'((fU 
requires. 
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rtqaim, itr^ardiaii merit. Now, what happens ioconf 
fequence'of tbU ? LiflCn and you ftall know ; and I beg 
you will atteod to die following reflefliont. 

Iti the Srft place r All the inclinations withia ui, wUeli 
oppore themfelves io order and duty, being contimally 
ftrengthened, order and duty at laft find in us inrurmounia- ' 
bledtfiicnhies;''!!] (b nniclr, that to accompUih them ott 
kny eflential occafjon,; dr when required by the la^r'of 
God, is likeremonntingagamftthe flreamof'a rapid'lloodr • 
where the current dftg« ut down, in fpite of every efibrt 
to the contrary ; or like a furious and unmana^Me hcnfe, 
which it» neceflary to Sop Otort on the brink of a preci* 
pice. Thus your infenlibilily and pride, are Aouriihed U> 
fuchad^fteof ftrcngth, that you abandon your heirt to 
all'theirimpreJIions : Tims your care and anxiety, have fo 
fortified in your heart, the defire of worldly priHft.-thit <in 
any important occation, where it would be itecefTary to 
facrifice tKe vanity of tis Aiffnigei to duty, and expofe 
yourfelfj for the gobd of your foul, to its cetifilre and de- 
riSon, ■j-ou will always prefer the interefts of vanity to thofc 
of truth, and the opinions of men wilt be much mdite'poW' 
erful than the fear of God. Thus thofe anxieties with re- 
gard to fortune and advancement, have rendered ambition 
fo completely fovereign of your heart, that in any delicate 
conjud£lure, where the deftrudion of a rival would ke-ne- 
nelTary towards your own elevation, you wiU never hefi< 
tate, bufwili facrifice your confcience to your fortune; 
and be unjufi towards your brother, leaft you fail Dowardi 
yourfelf. Thus, in a word, to avoid a long detail, thofe 
fufpicious attachments, loofe converfations, ridiculous com- 
pliances, and delires of pleafing, too much attended to, 
have filled yon with difpofitions fo nearly alli^ to guilt 
and debaucheryi that you are no longer capabte of refift- 
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anM'agaiifft iny of thrir atiarki ; the corruption pr^iaied, 
b))* the' whole (rain ol' your paft n3ioiH, will bt lighted tip 
in an inftam: Yourvreaknefs will overconie ^ur rcHeo 
tion : Your heart will go againft glory, duty, and yourfelf. 
AVe cannot long contimie fahhful, whenwe find in-aurv 
fetvei fo many dIfpofitioQi to be otherwtTe. 

'' Thdayoti will'yOurfelf be furprifedat yoar awAveak- 
hefs: YoQ will aflt at youifdf,' Wtntare becone«f all 
thofe dirpolkions of .ni«defly and vittse, wliicfa fonsHy 
infpired you with fudi horror at fin ? ,Yoo-no Iwiger will 
linow yourfeif : Bm this fiate of ^uilt will gradual))^ apo 
pearlefs frightfol to you; The btart foonjuftifits to itblf, 
whatever pkafcs it : Whatever is agceoaUe to ni, doe* noC 
long alarm va ; and to the mifery of a departure from viib 
tue, you will add the mifery of ignorance and fecurity. 

. Sdcfi is the inevitable lot of a lukewarm and utibitMiil 
life: PalGonswhich we bavetoomucb indulged; "Ymwg 
lions," fayc a prophet, which have been nourilbed witli- 
•• cm precaution, at length grow up, and devour the care- 
** tcTs hand, which has even affifted to ftrengthen aud-re»' 
*' der them formidable :" The palfioAs arrived toarileT- 
tain pomt, gain a complete afcendancy : In vain you .then 
iry'to regainyoarfelfi The time is paA ; you have foftered 
the profane fire in your heart; it muft at lad bteak ouL; 
you have nouriOied the venom within you ; it muft now 

- fpr^d and gain upon yon ; and the time is pad for any »f- 
plication to medicine ;' you (hould have taken it in tupe ; 
at'the commencement the difcafe was not^ irremediable ; 
you have allowed it to ftrengthen ; you have irritated it by 
every thing which could inflame, and reader it incurable ; 
it-mull ncfwbe cmqueror.and you the vif tim of youi owfl 
indifcretion apd indulgence. 

• ~ Vol. I. T ^9 
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Do yvw not likewife fay, acf brtlhtcn. ibrK yovlmc 
the bell imentioiis in tfar world; that ymtwibyaatoiM 
■fiinuchbetterikrayoBdo; uid though yon hiiv* tiffin, 
tcivi ittQm for lalvjKion, yet a ^oqrtock o«njun£kui«» hap* 
pen in hfe, w4ure we iorgrt aU o«r ^ao^ iotetitiiw^ Md 
inuft be faints ta reift their' inpnfidn) ? Thiji ii ex«&l)r 
what we tell you ; that in fpite of all your pretended good 
inteMioiii, i( you io oot Sy, ftruggk, watch, pray, and 
HonttniMHy take the command over youifelf, a thoufMd 
occalians witt occur, where you will no longer be mt&cr 
of your own wukoefi : Thi* i> what we tell you, {that 
nothing bat a nionificd and watohlal life can place ai be. 
yosd the reach of temptMioo and danger : Thai it is. ridif 
culous to fsppofii w«<fiiBtt oofltinue faithlaL. in tfaoTe aao* 
raenta when violently' atcaoked, whenwebcara btattwvah* 
ened, wavering, and altieady on the xu^ of iaUing f J^t 
none but the houfe built upon a rock can refill the winds 
and the tampeflc ; and, in awoad, thu we moft be.baly, 
and jimily cfiablfflMd in virtue, to live fnie fiom gnih. 

And when I fay that we mufi be hol^ : Alas! ray bre^ 
thr«i, the moll faithful and fepirent Chrjfiians, with eWrf 
nidirtali<>n mortified as br ai the frailty of our nstureiaitt 
pertnil ; imaginations pnrificd by prayer, and minds nmu 
rifted in virtue, and. meditation on the law oi God, itr- 
quemly find thetnfelvei in fucfa. terrible. fintatioiis, that 
their hearts fink wichin them ; their iniaginationa beconav 
trvobfed and fterai^td ; tbeyfee thcmfiilve* in tfaofeinelinr 
oholy agitations, where they float for- a ' taag time brtu-ixt 
vifiory and death ; and, like a veflcl ftrug^^liBg agaioft the- 
waves, in the midft of an enraged dctan, they can only 
\o(A for fafety from the Almighty Contnender of wjndx' 
and tempefts. And you, wii^akeart alfMdybalf.feduc«d, 
with inclinations at lead bordering upongti^, would wifh 

your 
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ysur wekkners to be {trodf a^inft all attacks^ and die Inoft 
;tt>yi%fR]I temptatidtis to find yott always innquil ahd i»ac- 
rtffiWe ? Von would wifh, with your lukewarm, hnfuali 
4nd iwi4d)yirtorah, that oh there otcaliomyourrdulOiouM 
bi ^(ted with thet Arength and (aitfa which twaa diB raoA 
tender •and watetiful piety fometimn tmnet give? Yob 
would trifli pafTions Satieted, lioatiQMd, and ftren^hened, 
to remain, tra£bb1e, ^uiet, and cold, in the prefelice of 
objeOs moR capable of lighting ihcm up ? Tfaofe wtiich 
after yearv of auHetities, and a lite devoted to ptnyer mi 
Watching, aifrukK foRietimes in a moment, far even ivotk 
danger, and, by melancholy examples, make the moftnipj 
right feel, that we never fiiould bfc oW our guard, andfhtrt 
the htgheft point of virtue is fomedmes the iriftant which 
precedes a dftpartuM from, aiid total lofa of it. Sach it 
OUT lot, my brethren, to be quick-figtlted odlj' towards tb* 
dangers which regard our fortttne, or out lifCj and twit 
even to know thofe which threaten our falvation. But let 
us undeceive ourfelves: Td ffaun gutit, fomething mere is 
required than the lukewatmnefa and indolence of virtue f 
and vigilance is the only meAoleft uj by our Saviour to pre- 
(erve our innocence. FiHl refleftien. 



A fecond refieSion to be made on this truth is, Tliat the 
pallions, daily llr«ngtbenii>g in « lukewarm and infidel life, 
not only doty finds in us unfUrmountAle repognaHcies, but 
guilt likewife, as I may fay, polifhes itfdf ; and at laft ^e 
ffcd no more repugnance to it, than to the fimpleft' fault. 
Indeed, by ihefe daily infidelities infeparable from lukei 
warmnefs, the heart, as if by infenfible fteps, at laft arrives 
at thofe dangerous limits, which, by a fingle line, feparate 
life from death, gniltfrom innocence, and makes the filial 
Hep, almoft without perceiving it ; only a little way re^ 
mainiflg for Him to go, and bavifig no e^cafioR for any new 
exertion 
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cxaitieA to accomplish it, be does sot bielieve be has cs- 
ccoded bii former bowndi. He bxl repienilhed faimfetf 
wiifa dirpofitionsi fo nearly bordering. on guiltt tb^ he ha% 
hrou^ fortb ini^ty wiljioui pain, -repugnance, vififale 
Bovenbnt, or even pcrceiiiing it himfclf : Simitar to ajjr- 
ang.pcrfon, whom the langupn of a long and painful nwla-. 
d^ have fo extenoafed, and to mfaily approached to his end* 
tbt the departing iigh refemblesthofe which have preceded 
it ; colli him no greater efibrt than the oihen, and even 
kayes the fpeSatort unccruin, whether bii laA moment ii 
come, or if he ftiU breathes : And this is what renders the 
fiate of a lukewarm and infidel foul fUU more dangerous, 
that they are commonly dead to grace, without knowing it 
tbemlJElves : They become enemies to God, while they 
ftill live with him as with a &ieod : They are flil) in the 
commerce of holy ihingtt when ihey have loft the grace, 
which entitles us to approach them. 

mius, let thole fouls whom this difcourfc regards, nolon. 
ger deceive themfelves, becaufe they believe to have hitherto 
avoided a gcofs departure from virtue : Their ftate before 
God, is undoubtedly only more dangerous : Perhaps the 
noft formidable danger of lukewarmnefs, is, that already 
dead in the fight of God, they live intheir opinion, with- 
out any vifible or marked gailt ; that they compofe ihem- 
jclves tranquilly in death, depending on an appearance of 
life which comfwls them ; tliat to the danger of their litu- 
ati<Hi, they add a .falle peace, which confirms them in this 
path of illulion and darknefs ; it is in a word, tliat the Lord, 
by-terrible and fccret judgments, flrikes them with blind* 
nefs, and puniflics the corruption of their heart, by permit- 
ting them to be ignorant of it. A grofs fall from virtue, 
if I may venture (o fayfo, would to them be a mark of the 
foodoefs and mercy of God : They would then at leaft 

open 
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open-tlMir eyea : . Naked and manifcA guilt wovld then ear- 
ly iroable and uneafiners through their confciencc: The 
iiialt at laft difcovered, would perhaps induce tfaem to 
have recourfe ^o the remedy ; in pUce ot which, thii life, 
apparently regular, compofei and calmi them ; renders ufe- 
left the example of fervent Cbriftians ; perfuadea them 
that this great fervour is unneceOary ; that it is much more 
the e&Et of tempeninicnt than of grace ; that it is an emo- 
tion of zeal, rather than a duty ; and makes them lifien to, 
as vain exaggerations, all that we fay, with regard to a luke- 
warm and infidel life. Second refieftion. 

In a word, the laft refle£lion to be made on this great 
truth, >St that fuch is the nature of our heart, always to 
remain much hclow wb^t it at firft propofed. A thoufand 
timet we have formed pious refolutions ; we have proje£l- 
ed to carry to a certain point, :tbe detail of our duties and 
condu£f ; hut the execution has always much diminilhed 
from the ardour of our proje3s ; and has refted at a degree 
much below the one to which we wilhed to raife ourfelvet ; 
Thus, the lukewarm Chrilhan, propoCng to himfclf no 
liigher point of virtue, than to Ihun guilt ; looking prccife- 
1)' to precept, that ii to fay, to that rigorous and precife 
point of the law, immediately below which is prevarica^ 
tion and death : He infallibly refts below, and never reachct 
(hat eSential point, which he had propofed to himfetf : It is, 
diereforc, an incontellihJc maxim, that we mufl undertake 
much, to execute little ; and look very high, to attain at 
leaft-the middle. Now, this maxim, fo fure with regard 
even to the moil juft, is much more fo with rcfpeS to the 
lukewarm and infidel foul : For coldncfs, more ftrongly 
binding all his ties, and augmenting the weight of bis cor- 
niption and mifery, it is principally him, who ought to 
take this grand Bight, in order to atuin at Jeaft the loweft 
degree J 
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ikgree ; and in His co«nf«li with himfdf, propofe perfec- 
tion, if he wiflws to reft, even at the c^iervance of pre' 
<epi : Above alt. h is (o him that we may truly fey, thai 
hf fettling in his mind, only to Oiun guilt, loaded as he is 
with the weight of his coldnefi and infidelities, he will li^ 
^■ys alight at a place very diftant from- the one hcexpeft- 
ed to' reach; and the line of guik being irnmediateir brlo*^ 
this cotnmodtous and feoJin) virtue, the very fame cffofLt 
he made, as he thoaghl to-lhun it, will only ierve to con- 
duft him to it. Thefe are rcafons, drawn entir*Iy from 
the wcaknefs the flrcngtliened palSons leave to the luke- 
' warm and infidel foul ; and which inevitably lead it to ruin. 

■ The only reafon, however, you allege to Us, for perfe. 
Vering in this dangerous ftate, is, that you are weak, and 
totally unable to fupport amore retired, limited, mortified, 
and perfeft manner of life : But furely, k is beeaufe you 
arc weak, that isto fay, full of difguft for virtue, of love 
for the world, and of fubjefiion to yoor a{>peiites, that a 
' retired and mortified life becomes indifpenfable : It is be- 
eaufe you are weak, that with more caution, you ftught 
lo fhun every danger j take a greater command over your- 
fclF; pray, watch, refufe yourfelf every improper gratifi- 
cation, and attain even to holy exceffes of zeal and fervour, 
in order to accomplifh a barrier againll your wcaknefs. 
You arc weak ? And beeaufe you arc weak, you think yon ' 
are entitled to expofe yourfelf more than another ; to dread 
danger lefs ; with more tranquillity and indifference, lo 
neglefl the necefTaty remedies ; to allow more to yonr ap- 
petites ; to preferve a Wronger attachment to the world, and 
every thing which can corrupt the heart ? What illufion 1 
You make your weaknefs then the title of your fecurity ? 
In ihc ncceflities you have to watch and 'pray, you find 
then the privilege of difpenfing with them ! And fince, 

when 
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whra is it, thM the &ck are autfaoribd to allow themfelves 
greiter excelTn, and nuke ufe of left prcoaoiibn, than 
tbofe who snjoy a perfeft health ? Privaiion has ^waya 
been the way of the weak and infino ; aad to allege yanr 
wakaeb as a right of di^nfation from a more lervent 
and ChridiaD life, is Hko enmncratiag' your compfainiir ia 
order to perfoade ut- that you banre no occafion for medi- 
cine. Sec«Dd Kafon, drawn from the paffions, whicti ar* 
flrrengih«nedin aftatfl of Itikewannners, and which prove*, 
that this- fiate always mds in » depanune from vmoB, and 
the loft of' righeeoufiwrs. 

To all thefe reafbni, I fimuM add a diird, drawn from 
the externat fuccours of Teligion, itccel&ty to Uie Ivpport 
ttf piety) and which become iifcle& to th* hilMwarm aad 
infidel fo«I. - , 

The Nely Saeramertt not only beeomei ot no utility, 
but even ia^erwn to him ; either by the coldneifs with 
which ht> approaches it, or by the vain confidAiGe with 
which itiirfpiccs him ; it h no longer a nrotireo for htfla ) 
k has loR' >tt CffeA, likc'tnedici«ws too frei^ucnily made ufir 
of; it amnfes his languor, tut ^cannot core him : It is like 
the food of the ftrortg and hesilihy, whteh fo far fram tc- 
eflablilhing, completes the ruin of the weak ftomaeh : It 
is the bfvath ef the Holy Spirk, which,' unable to T&iHu- 
Riinble the flUl fmoBkin^ fpark, entirdy cxtingutSies it f 
that is to fay, that the grace of the Holy SaerBment, re- 
ceived in a lukewarm and infidel heart, no kinger operat- 
ing there an 'increafe of life and Rrength, never faiisi fbon- 
er er 4ater, to operate the death and eohdenmtibn attache<t 
to the abuft< of .thrfe divine remedirs. 

■ Prayer 
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Prayer,' that channel of grace, "that nouriihnient to * 
faithful heart ; that fweetener of piety ; that refuge agatnft 
all attacks of the enemy ; that cry of an' zffeded -fouT, 
which renders' the Lord' To attentive to his neceffities': 
Prayer, without which the Almighty no longtr makes him- 
fclf feU within us ; without which we no longer kno'w Ota- 
'father ; we no longer render thanks to our benefaElor, tior 
appeale our judge; we expofe no longer our wounds to 
our phyfician : We live without God in the wotid ; Pnf- 
er, in a word, To neceOary to the moft eftabKfhed virtue, 
to the lukewarm foul, is no longer 'but the wearifome' oc. 
cupation of a diftraded mind ; of a heart dry, and ffaared 
betwixt a thoufand foreign afTeSions. He nb loit^ «:<- 
periences that love, thofe confolations, which are the fruit 
of » fervent and faidiFul life ; He no tonger, as if with a 
new light, fees the holy truths, which confirm the foft! in 
its contempt for the world, and love for the things of hea- 
ven'; and which, aftei'ils departure hence, make it regard 
with new difguft every thing which footifh man admires : 
He leaves it, no longer fillcdwith that lively faith which 
reckdns as nothing, all the obfiacles and difgufb of virtue, 
and with a'holy zeal, devours aQ its forrows : He no long, 
er fects after it; more love for his duty, ani horror at the 
world' ; more determination to fly from iu dangers ; more 
light to know its nothingnefs and' mifery, and firengfh (o 
hate and Aruggle with himfclf ; more terror for ihe'judg- 
ments of God, ani compundion for his own weakneOes : 
He leaves it, only more fatigued than before, with vinue ; 
more filled with the phantoms of the world, which in the 
moment vrhen at the feet of the Almighty, have, it ap- 
pears, agitated more brilUy his imagination, blafed and 
fiained by all thofe images ; more happy, by being quit of 

abor- 
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t bunlAifoKiff doty, wbera he faai experieoced nothing fo 
igreeoble, at the ^cxiure of finding it over ; morC' eager, 
hy. amutemem* and iafifktitiei, to fuppiy this moment oi 
weariocEi Mid pain ; in a yforA, more diAant from God, 
ttkooL he hai irriuied by tbe infidelity and irreverence ot 
bii pmyer. Such, ray bretbrent ii the fniit which be 
reaps from it. In a word, all the external duties of reli- 
gion, which fupport and roufe piety, are oo longer to the 
lukewarm ChriQian, but dead and inanimate cuflomi. 
where his heart is not ; where there is more of habit, than' 
of love Of rpirit of piety ; and where the only difpofiiion 
be bring! is tbe wearineb and languor, of always xloing 
ibe fiune thing. 

■ "nun, my brethren,' tbe grace of thi< fout, being con- 
tinually attacked and weakened, either by the pnfliccs of 
the world, which it aHtwi itfelf, or by thofe of piety, 
which it abnfes ; either by renfual> obje£U which nourilh 
its corruption, or by thofe of religion, which increafe its 
difguOs ; either by tbe pleaTtres which enervate it, w by 
tbe duties which fatigue it ; all uniting to make it bend 
towards niin, and nothing fupportlng it : Alas ! what fate, 
Cflli it pTomife itfelf I Can the lamp without oil, long con- 
tinue to give light ? The tree which no longer draws nou- 
rilhment from the eurtb, can it fail to wither, and be de- 
voted to the fire 7 Now, fuch it the fituation of tbe luke- 
warm Chri&iaB ; entirely delivered up tohimfelF, nothing 
lupports faim ; furrounded fay wearinefs and difguflc, no- 
thing reanimates him ; full of weaknefs and ol languor, 
nothing prote& him t ^very confolation of the juft Tout, 
is to him an increafe of languor; every thing which gives 
fupport to a faithful Chriftlan. difgulls and overpo<Yert 
him ] whatever renders the yoke more eafy to others, makes 
his more burdeofome ; and the fuccours of piety are no 
longer but his fatignes, or his crimes. Now, in this Hate, 
Vol. I. . V O my 
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my God ! almoft kbandoned by thy grace, tired bf. thjr 
. yoke, difguiled with himfclf, aswcllaswith.viilite, weak- 
ened by difeafcsand their remedies, ftaggeriiig at evetyilep; 
fi breaih overturns htmf he bimrelf:teap5'tovtaiidi'his-faU| 

'jviihout any additiotial or foreign iidprefJion ; and^ to fee 
. him tall, there is no aeqellity for his being tfUckeil. . 

' Thefe are the reafoiu, which prove the cerUinty of the 
Joft of rigfateoufnefs in a lujtcwann apd infidel lile. . But 
^re fo many proofs neceHary, my dearbcuer, whcp your own 
inisforturtei have fo fadly infiru£led you? Remember from 
-whence you are ffllcD, as the Holy Spirit of God formerly 
faid to a lukewarm and infidel foul : Remount to the fource 

01 the dilorden under which you ilill bend: You will find 
it in the negligence and infidelity of. which we fpeak. A 
'birth of paflion too feebly rejefled, an occafion of danger . 
too much frequemed, praflicet of piety too freqMently 
omitted or defpifed, convenience too Icafually fought ' 
after, defirea of pleating too much liAeoed to, dangerous 
writings too liitle avoided j the fourcc is almoft impcr-< 
ceptible : The torrent of iniquity proceeding from it, has 
completely inundated the capacity of your foul : It was 
only a fpark which has lighted up this great conflagration; 
it was a morfel of leaven, which, in the end, has ferment- 
ed, and corrupted the whole mafs. You never believed it 
poQible, that you could be, what at prefent you are : 
Whatever was faid to you on this fubjefl, you heard as 
exaggerations of zeal and fpitituality : You would then 
have come forward of your own accord, in order to clear 
yourfclf of certain Heps, for which you now feel not the 
fmallcft femorfc : Remember from whence you arc fallen : 
Confidcr the depth of the abyfs into which you arc plung. 
ed : It is relaxation and Qight infidelities, which by degrees 
have condufled you to it. Once more, remember it ; and 
fee, if that. can be denominated a lure or durable flate, ' 
which ha* brought you to the precipice. Such 
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:' ^uch is tbenfual artifice of Satan; Hrncveraffirft pro- 
p6fcr guilt ; that - w«uld [righten away his prey, and re* 
inove.it bryond the reach of his furpriles : Too well he 
knawi the road for entering the heart ; he knows that h« 
maA gradiially conficm the timid conloknce dgajnA the hor- 
rorlof guilt, and pta^fc nothing at.firll bat h(Aieft purpo'> 
Jei, and certain limits in pleafure : It is not boldlyriike the 
lidn,, he at firK attacks ; it is warily like the ferpent : He 
does not lead you firaigfat to the gulf; he condors you 
tbcfc by-wiading paths. No, my brethren, crimes are ne^ 
ver'tte firfteJTays of the heart.' Oavid'was imprudent and 
floAfiil, .before he became an adnlterer:' Solomon had al< 
hKwed himMf' tct be feduced and enervaud by the delights 
2a<| Vi^Dificence of royalty, before -be ptibHcly appeared 
in ih^inudft of lewd'tMsncn : Judas had. given up < hi* 
heart to money, before he put a price upon his mafter : 
Peter-war prtffuliptuoui. before he renounced the (ruth. 
V'i« hps its progreTs, as.:well as virtue: As the day, lays 
ihfi Ptophet,' inftruStf the.day, thus the night gives melan. 
choly Icflbns to the night-; -and (bereis not far betwixt a 
Aafe, which fufpends all the ^race of protcdion, fortifies 
sU the pafTiops, readers .ufelers: all the fuccours oi piety, 
and a flate ybere iicls entirely 6xtinfi. ' 

What the*, my dear hearer, can confirm or comfort you, 
in tfaii life o^ . negligence and infidelity ?- la it that exempi- 
tion from guilt you have hitherto preferved 7 But I have 
<bewn yott, that it is cither guilt itfelf, or that it will not 
bi),. fopn to lead'yw to it : Is it -the love tiF.eafe P But 
in (hat, you enjoy oeitber the pleafures of the world, nor 
the c9nf<dations of. virtue : Is it the afltirance that the AI'- 
migbty requires qo more of you i But. how- can the \ake- 
warm and unfaithful foul falisfy or pleafe him, when from 
hii mbutb he r^e£ls htm ? Is it the irregularity in which ihe 
generality 
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' generality of men live, and wbo any it to in «xdefa 
whicb you avoid ? But tbeir bte it pcrtiapi Iris to b« 
■wurned. and left dcTpente iban your own ; Tbey atiaaft 
know their malady, while you legud your tmn at a Aal* 
of perfe3 health. I« it the dmd of being unable to fup<i 
fan a mork mortified, watchful, and Chriftian life i Bot 
fince you have hitherto been able to fuppon fome renaina 
of virtue and innocence, wttbont the comfort* and coofobi* 
tioni of grace,' and in fpite of' the wearineflei and difguAa 
which. your lukewannnefa hat fpread through all your da« 
tiei, what will it be when the Spirit of God, ffiall fofiteH 
your yoke, and wli«i a mca-e fervent uid faithful life, IkaH 
have rellored to you all the gnce and coofolatiom, of wbi«Ii 
your lukewarmnefi faat deprived yon ? Piety is never fadt 
•r infupport^le, but when it is cold and uofaithfslr - ' 

Rife then, fiyi a pn>pfact, wtcked and Oothftil fOu 1 • 
firoak the fatal charm, which lulit,- and chainEihe to thine 
indolence. The Lord wbom thou believeft to ferve, bei 
caufe thou dofi not openly aflRront hiib, ii rrot the God of 
the wicked, but of ibe faithful t be is not the rewirder of 
idlenefs and lloth, but <rf tears, watcfaings, and codlbats i 
He eibblilheth not in his abodes, and in his evcrtaflingcityi 
the ufelelt, but the vigilant and laborious fervant : And his 
kiagdon, faya tbo Apofile, ia not of fledi and blood,' that Ea. 
to fayi of an unworthy effeminacy, and a life devoted td 
the appetites, bat the ftrai^th and virtue of dod ; namely,' 
a continued vigilance ; a generous facrifice of all our incH- 
nations; a confiant conrcmpt of all things which pafs 
away ; and a tender and ardent delire for thofe ' invifible 
bleffings which fade net, nor evien pafs away : Wfaichmay 
God, in bit infisite mercy, grant to all aflembled- here. 
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ON evil:spSaking. 
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knew, 4^ mtn, 

^1 HESCwene-tbe.JJne nwnJMt, who a little'tebre hiA 
been decrying to the people, the afiioni of jtSm Cbrift, 
•od.endiBVDurlng top(»r(Hitbe.|Mirii)r.aiid fimfiityof bit 
V(>t4<* wka Btnr make .aflnw. of beKcving in Um, and 
claffing tbemfelvet amongft hi« diCctptcs. And Jucfa it tbe 
cbaraaer of tbe eviUfpes^r ; under the mark of efleent. 
•ad the flntering expreffionaiof friendA^ to coofeal fbe 
gitU«MlbiucTne&.of flaodeiu . 

. tfovt iritboughytiMt be periapt the oily vice, wUdi m 
arfiuqnflance cm palliate, itia tho-osc wearcmoA wgc* 
nioDsin concealing Inon omfelves, and tovdtidb fiicty.tnd 
ill? wprld tt.prelinit fbow tbe greateft iodolgone:' Notf 
that tbe cfaanuQer of a fludererii sot eqsaHjt odiobc ta 
men, aa, according to tbe expretEon of tbe Holy Spirit, it 
ix abominable in tbe figbt of God ; but in dut number, 
they Oonprife only paiticiilar -defaaiers of a bhckn- dnd 
aore avowed inaligoily, wbo deal thtir falowt'indiruiimj 
■atcjy, andwitbout art; and.wbo, iritb fuSdeiit malica 
to ecnftttc, jue ikflitaisof die wit .ncc^Euy to jdatei 
) Now, 
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Kow, tbe defamen of that dercriptioa are more rare ; mnA 
had we only them to addref* ourfelvei to, it would be fuC- 
ficent at prefent to point out, how innch unworthy of reai<. 
fon and religion tWl vice, is; tpinijiire with a juft detefla- 
tion of it, tbofe who feel themfclvei guilty. 



But there'll another defcription of (landerers, who con* 
dema the vice, yet allow themrdves the prance ol it; 
wbot without regard, defame their brethren, ' yet applaud 
tbemfelTea for circumfpoQion and qioderation ; who cany 
the fting to the heart ; but, hecaufe it is more brilliant and 
piercing, perceive aotthe wound it has made. ' Now, de- 
hmen of thii charaficr are every where to be found ; the 
world is filled with them; even the holy afylums are pot 
fica; ^»viccii.the'bondof utnobtothesficR^liei of.fia- 
Den; it-ohen finds its waycVen into the foaety-of4fae jaft i 
and we may ftfely fay, tfaat all have erred from the fiiait 
road ; asddiRC is not one; who has piefenreii hi* topgue 
purs; jwd hit lips. nailed. '■'.'.- . ■ » 

Uts pp^cr, dien, my.bieibren, to expofe at prefent the 

illufton of the pretexts, made ufeofcver^-dayiinthe worlds 
in juAificatton of this vice ; and to attack it in the circum- 
ft9nc««,'«beK'yoiifaKJieveminoft inhoiecnf ; for were I to 
defcribe ittoyou,' in geoeral, with all its ntaoinefs, cru-t 
dty, ;»i4 irrqwability, you woald no.longtt apply it to 
yourfeUra ; andtir from inrpiiiing you with horror at ft, I 
Aonld 'be acceffary : towards yourperfoafioR, that you ut 
free ftwniUguilt. 

I Now, whaiare theprettetBtiwhichvinyourey^, foAen, 
erjofilfy thC'Vitc of .evil-fpealnng? In; the firflr^plfcc, R 
is the digbtncfs of the toks :you'cenfare: Wc -porfuade 
onrfriTest'tbatatit :ii not s matter of culpabi)i^,thet« 

cannot 
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i^Huiot likewtfe be muchfaannlncenfuring it. .s<it^, It is 
tbfc public notoriety, by which thofe to whom we Jpeak,' 
being already informed of what is reprehenfibteio. our bro* 
ther, qo lofs of reputation can be the conrcqoence of our 
difcoui&s. Lallly, Zeal for truth, and the glory of God, 
which doei not pennit us to be filent .on tholi: difordert 
which dilhonour him. Now, totbefc three pittexti, let ui 
oppofe three incontrovertible tnitfas. To this pretext of 
the lightnefs of. the faults ; ' that the mare the lanlu which 
you ccnfure are light, the more is the dander unjuft : FirA 
Truth. To the pretext of the public notoriety ; that the 
more the faults of our brethren are known, the more cruel 
is the flandcr which cenfures them : Second Truth. To 
the pretext of zeal ; that the fame charity, vriiich, in piety, 
nukes us hate flsneis, makes us likewife cdHr up the mul* 
(itudeof their faulu : Lxft Truth. 

Fart I. The tongue, fayi the Apoftle James, ii a 'de< 
vourieg6re, a world of iniquity, an unruly evili full of 
ideadly poifon. And behold, what I wouM have applied to 
the tongiie'of the eril-fpeaker, .had I undertaken to give 
youajuft and natural idea of all the enormity of tbisvice: 
I would have faid. that the tcmgue.of the flaoderer il a de- 
.vouring fire, which tarniOies whatever it toncbei ; which 
exercifei its fu^ on the good grain, equally as on the chaff; 
otitbe profane, atondiefacr^; wfaidi; wherever it pafies^ 
Inaves only defolation and ruin; digs even into the. bowels 
of the earth, and fixes itfelf on things the moft hidden ; 
turns info vile afhes, what, only a moment beforc,.had ap. 
peared to ui fo precious and brilliant ; a£ls with more vio- 
lence and danger than ever, in the time when it was appa- 
tently fniotberfcd up, and almoll exttnd ; which blackens, 
what it' cannot coofume ; and fometimes fpurkles and de- 
lights, beforeit deftroys. I.would have told you, that evi). 
fpeaking 
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^^cakingbaififiemblageofiaiqaity; s fMra piife, ivbich 
iXcoKca to cs tlie SHtc in ottr brotber'i eya, but hiAes chfl 
bnm which £■ iti oar own ; a mcancnTjr, which hutt at thm 
talent! oc profpmty of oAen, makes tbem the fubpQ oS 
tu ccoftirei, and fiiidiu to dim the fplend<»if o£ whatever 
•utihind itfdf; a di^iTed hatred, which fkeda in iM 
fpccdiet, Uie htddeh venom' of the heart ; an anwonh^du* 
pticitjr, wbich praifes to die face, and tean in pieces be- 
behind the back ; a fliaibefiil levity, wbith hai no coaoJ 
mand over ttfelf, or words, and often facrificea beth (or- 
tune and comfoTt, to the imprudence of an-amufing con- 
verfation; a deliberate baibarity, which goei to pjerce 
jrour iMent brother ; a fcandal, wbate you become a fub* 
jt& of Ibane*«nd fin to tbofc who Nftsn to you i an injufi 
(ice, where ydb ravift from- 3n>ur brother, what is deareft 
tohim. I would have- faid that flander ii a nftlefi evil | 
which diftdrba fociety ; fprndi difleotion through citiet 
atid coiintrin '; difunitet the firiaefi fricndfliips ; is the 
fourca df hatred and revenge; fills, wherever ^t enters^ 
with diftnrbancei and coahifion ; and, every where, ■■ aft 
enemy to peace, cotnfbrf, and Chriftian good btvedingV 
Laftly, I would have added, that it is an evil fait at dfad"- 
lypoifon; whatever Sows from it it infe3ed, and poiCank 
whatever it approaches i that even itk pTaifei are 'napoiCew- 
ed ; ita apptaofet, malicious ; its filence, criminal ; in 
ge&urea, motiont and looks, have alt tbtar venom, and 
fpread it each in tbeir way, 

' Bdiold, what in this difcourfe, it would have been ntf • 
duty, more at large, - to have expofed to your ' view, had I 
not propofed only to paint to you, the vileners of the vice, 
which I am now going to combat; but as I have almdy 
laid, tbefe are only general inv«3ivet, which none apply 
to tbemfelves. Tiie more odious- tbe vice^is rrprelented, 

the 
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tbe Wsdo-yea peroeiw^ yourfclvei concerned in it ; and 
though you acknowledge tbc prinoiple, you make no 
■fe of it, in the regulation of your nuDneri ; becaufe, in 
Aele'geA^ralpaintiflgs, we always find featores which re. 
Chb^U nb not^' i tfi'Sit therefore, to .confine. myCeH tt 
ftrefent, to the fingle *b|j^ of making you feel all die in* 
juflice of '. that 'defcf iption of Ilaodsr, <vrhiidi^aa think the 
«no(t' innocent ; and leaft -you Ihonld not feel .y^ar* 
feWcs-connefled with- what 1 (hall fay, I fliall ittaek tt, on- 
ly iri tlw prbciits which y6u coBiinually cmplcqr in its ju£p 
ttficatrop. 

'' NoV'the firft pretext, which authori£e« in the world aU 
tnoft^H-thedefamatioiis, and ii the caufs that our cuitct^ 
btioDS are now continual' cenfurei npon our brethren, it 
fhe pretended infignificaney of the vices' we expafe to view. 
We would wiflt not H) tarnifh a man of chataOer, or juia 
his fortune, bydilhonouringhim-in the world; to fiainxbe 
principled of a woman's condud,. by entering into the efieor 
tial points of it; thatwould be too infamous and mcaa: 
But upon a thoaf^ii I'atllts, whish lead our judgmenttubep 
lieve them capable of a]( the reft ; to infpire the jninds of 
Ihofe who liften to ui with a thouland fufpicions, which 
point out what we dare not fay ; to make fatirical xemackik 
which difcover a myilcry, where-ao perCon before bad per- 
ceived the leaQ intention of concealment ; by poiJoooutf 
interpretations, to give an airot ridicule, toniasners which 
had hitherto efcaped obfervation ; to let every thing, on 
pertain points, be clearly nnderftood, while proteAing, that 
ihey are incapable thsmfe Ives of cunning or deceit, is what 
the world makea littJ^ fcruple of; and though the nia> 
tives, the circuraAances, and the tSe&a of tbefc difcour- 
fes, be highly criminal, yet gaiety and livelinefs cxcuTe 
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their nudignkyi to i^fe wholiil«ataut,'aiid«veo coBcesl^ 
frran ouriiehnei Uteic attocity. . , 

I by, in the firll place, the moiivn. I know thatit it- 
above all by theinaoecDC]' of the >BteflMpa, that thejr .pi«-, 
Undiojiiitify thentfelvea ; that y0U continiwlly ^/. that, 
yonr defiga if not to .taftiUh the reputation of yoor bro^ 
ikor, but innocently to divert yourlelv** with iaul^ whic.|t- 
do not diBtODCur him ic the eyes of the world. You, ib)^ 
Abu heaicr, to divert yourfelf with hithul^l But wh^ 
ii that cruel pleaCure, which carries farrow and hiucmefa 
to the heart of your brother 7 Where is the innocency of 
' V> amufement, whofc fource fpriagi fr^m vicet, wbtch 
<H^fat to iofpire you with compaffioR and pief f If Jefua 
Chrift ibibid ui in the gofpel, to.invigoiate the laaguon of 
conver^toa by idle wordi, fliall it be loprc permitted u^ 
you, to enltveo it by denfioos and cenfuict 7 If the law 
curfe him, wlio uncovers the nakedoefs of his reUtions^- 
ihall you, who add raillery and infult to the difcovery, be 
more protcdcd from that'nuledi£Uon ? If whoever call fai^ 
brother fool, be worthy, according to Jefus Cbrifl, of 
eternal fire ; Ihall he who renden him the contempt and 
laiigbtng-ft»cli; of a profane aSc^bly, efcape the fane pan- 
ifbment? You, to amufe.yourfelf with fail faults 7 Bu( 
does charily delight in evil ? I« that rejoicing in the i-ord, 
as comoiaodied by the Apoftle ? If you love your brotheij 
uyoorfclf. can yoa delight in-what affiids him? Ah{ 
The church formei1ybc{d in htxror the exhibitions of gla* 
diatora, and denied that believers, brougbtup in the tender* 
aefi and benignity of JeCds Chrift. could innocently feaft 
tbeir eyes with the blood and death of thefe unfortunate 
Qavet, or form an harmlefs recreation of [o inhuman aplea> 
fure. But you renew more dete&able Qiowi, toenlivenyouj 
languor; You bring upon ibeflage, not infamous wretches 
dfcvotc^ 
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Refutes Wdn^, bttt-W^uben of- Jritu Gbrift, your hn- 
dma )■ MCdtbereyOamtttaintbe rpefbton, xrith wout^t. 
wbicb ^ou wfliA oa periom rendered facred bj- tu^ifoi. 

r Ii it tlien DcceffiKy ibk ^tntr brodm- ftodd Tuffin-, 10 
aiattle you'f Can yoa find' no -ddigbt; in yoar converTt* 
tioni, ' tmlHii bn bldod, sslnuyfay, m furnilbrd toward* 
your tnicpntouB ple&Aim f Edify eacfaother, hyt St. I^ul, 
bv wordii, of peace and .charity ; lelate tbe wonden of 
G*d-toWa#dr-tbejuft, die biftoryof hiimeroiea tofiuinst 
Itectt tbe Virtbe of ibok; ivfao with the figni of faith have 
unheeded us ; make an* agreeaUe rdaxatton to yourfelvet, 
lareciting thepioni examples of yoor bretbreri with whom 
foti- KM > with a regions joy, fpeak of dw .vifioriea of 
laith] of'tbe a^psndifenent ot the kiaffdomof JefiU 
Chtift; of 'theeflabliQnDeht of tnitli, and the extinfiioit 
of emH-; of tbefa^WiKs'whldJ JeTusChrift beftowtoabii 
chtircb, by ratfing iip in' it faithful pafton. enligiuened 
members, and religioui princes ; animate yourfelves tovir- 
iue,'by contemplating tbe little folidjty of -tbe' wertd, tbe 
emptinefs of pleafuret. and- tbe unhappinefs of'finnera, 
who yiald^ tbemfelvei np to tbeir unruly pafliooi; - Arc tbef* 
j^AtDiAje^ not wottbytbedelight'of ChrifHaaa? iLwal 
thuB, 'fiowever, that ^efrft believers re|oiced in tbe Lord, 
■vdfiuuitbe-'fweetl^'of-tbeircoovnfations,- formed one o( 
the' moft holy confiidations to their temporal calamities.' 
It itthe bean myfarctbren, which decide* uponour plea< 
f uKes ; A corrupted heart feels no delight,-, but in what re. 
call to bimihe image of bit 'vices; Innocent ddighti, are 
only fuilable to virtue. 

■ In efiefi, you excufe the maligntiy of your oenfure*^by 
(he innocency of yoor intentions. But Faibom tbe fecret 
of your beait : Wbtact comei it, that your lk«afm« ara 
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klwiyt poinAd td tacH At iocUvMtttl. «t)d IM yo* MV«k 
vnufeyourMEwthinore wii, Qr«MK.«gm^yw.i}iWiil| 
recalUng hn faiths ? M*f it not ftva^fHaa » fmnX'.JMit 
louty? Do not hii talents, fortune, credit, flat ion, or cha- 
ncer, hurt y»iAiu»r^ tk*i liiB txai» ? .WouMyouf od ttn 
fci & a Jnbjcfi for cenfuRs Hdi hi fowcr »f ffadfB'qiHlitm 
which cx^ biiB ab*ve ybu ? Wooi^.yod eKpftiUKe. focb 
|(lea{iire in txpoGog hb foibleiV ' did. MOl tfce wpfJd .ind 
qualitici in-htn both valuable tmi ^Me-worthy .?' W«uM 
Saul hare fe often npetud With bteh Ibleafme, that Dkiilj 
was only Ibe Ion of Jefle. hadihe not .coafidend ^birt.tt- « 
rival more deferring tisnbtmfeffoftbccniptre? Whencf 
comes it, that ibe fanks of ali othen find you moK indad 
gent ? That rifewkerc you excttfe every tbiag,' bnl htn 
eveiy cifonalhace comes e mpn ifc ned from yotUariquthf? 
Go to the foarce, and extananct if it m not fiaio fi/Oti 
root of bittertieri in your heart'? And caa you prstead to 
, juftify, by the innoceOcy of tha inteirtioB, difffourfe^ wfattdt 
flow from -fo corrupted a principle ji You maiauin that it.M 
iMttb^ from batrad nor jealodfy againft your brother : { 
wilh to believe it ; but in- your breams may there not bo 
motives, perhaps ftiU more fhamefit) and mean:? M ihMt 
yoar wtfb, to render yourlelf agreeable^ by turning :y«i» 
brotberimo m^objeA of contempt and ndjctt{ef,J>o.^ou 
not facrifiee his charafler to ydur.f^tuae ? 'Coucta at0«l« 
ways fo filtdd witb thefe adubtoiy. isd ibrdidly ifliarefted 
iatires, on each other J The great 'are to be pitied, .irb^eret 
ihey ^irid tbeMfelves up to UBWamuxdde aveifiohs^ VJ* 
<es are Ibon found ont, even tn'dat virtue it£df which dif» 
pleaTes them. ' ' ' . , 

But after dl, y6ii do not-fetit -yourrelvea guilty, ^o» 
fay, of allthelfa vilcmotives; and that it is merely ihreu^ 
tndifcretioo, and la«ity of fpeech,- if. ii fometim^ happen 
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Aas-ytm-^baatyoathmimii^- But H'iKitf-^mym.tan 

t/mn i. ChM ytcii„rti upwoitby ef the grvuiij'.oE aC^ifttw 
To diftant from the ferioufncra ind folidity of faith, and To 
lifiken<aQndtEptaedmtfa&g0ffdi.GM itjiifttiyaBAHta-viit!? 
WJiMJMUtrt k!iotb0 IttiHbM wboB yo^-iab, whether U 
be done through indifcretion or malice ? Doei an arrow* 
unwittingly drawn, make a leTi dangrroui, or (lighter 
wbugid;thanif itabonptd^filPj I* the deadl/Uow, wbicb , 
yon ^y*.ioy(Mijr:brsU)eri' more fligbif he£Ni{e.tLVW9i Imw 
0Q4.thr«ugTi ji|ipfiid«tK» and levity ? And/wlnt fignifie* 
tbtkioaocfcncy ofthe&teiriwti, when the a£iioR is « crime? 
Biitt beftdfct,.b there no criminality in indtfcnttion,' with 
tegtttdilO tJitrc^tatioDdyoartlrethren? iR'an^'cSTey^baU 
ever, c^Aore circmnfydfUon and prudencshe required?. 
Arenotalttfae dittte»of ChciAimiiy coo^fed in that of 
ohaiity ? i>eei hot all rdigioit, as I n»y; oonfift in that t 
Ahd to be incapable t( ■ attention attd c»e, in. a point ' fa 
bighly eflcDtialt ii it not coofitfering as it wKrc^ all the-reA 
fSA.ffQXt? Ah) ttii here beoughl to^l:a-g«ac(l of cir-' 
curo^icfiiofton hia iiongue. weigh every.word,->tit'themto- 
gcifier,-inhii-bean« fay4ibe.ra£«£cclefi«iUcttf , ^nd ki thera 
ripea iA his moiftb. Do any of tbefe ioconiideiatc fpeecbet 
nwr iffcBpeyAU.iaglda&.yc)utfelf-? Do yoii! ever fait inat4 
tentadn to wbat-inietefli your hoooar or glory J! What in> 
defatigable carci.! W^at exedions adddnduflay, to makt 
them profper I To what lengths we fee you go, to increafe 
foor^Hitlrcftvr improve your- fortyde I lE'h ever happen, 
riNt.you.teke blvse t^ yauFfclf,.it ts.iAw^s under circum* 
lUmces whiclrtend to, your praife : You een&ue. in your* 
Mf, only faulu which do you honour j. and in confe&ing 
.your vtcett you wi(h only to recapknlate your virtues ; 
fietf'love conoefis every thing wuh yourftlf. Love your 
brother as you love yonrfdf, and every thing will recal l« 

you 
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tereft it c<mccmed, and wiU no Idnger need oar inftraci^ 
bow, iBMfpieato'wlntyouowetahiichsnaertiil'glatyJ 

But if theft 0«nden wUcti jatx ctll trivnl. lie cnminal 
■a tbeiT' notivMi tbsy nc bu IcA fo in dwir ciiwrKlliiiifc 

CO. 

In the flrft plan, IiQiAuld' Bvk«7Wi oUerrc, tlMlfcd 
wotid, funiliirrRd ifMi guih, and aocuftomed to fee vbtf 
neft hfliabw vicei, nVw become the vrcei"of tbemuttt''! 
tode, ii ao longer Ihocked at-thffh ; denerdhiMes light, - de-/ 
ftunittoiii which tun Dpon the-ateft criniitudaiid'fkinieM 
weifaiefl^: Sofpieiotis of infidelity, in Ac ftcrtd'hond 
of iiurri)q[e,'areTio longer amarlceddifcradit, oran efloi-i 
ttil'flain'; they ire fborces of derifion and pletCmtry: -.To 
tccttfe a courtier of iafincerity md douUe>dealiiig, it' no 
attaci: upon hii honour, it isttnly-caAing a ridicule on-tM 
proteftationf of'fincerity, wMt which he amnfe« u«: T6 
fprcad the fnfpicion of hypocrify, in the fincereft piety) 
- IS not an infuk to God through bit faintS) it ii a laj^mgk 
of derifion, which cuAom bat rtndered common ; lii t 
word, excepting thofe crimci pumifltable hy thepublio au- 
thority, and which are attended with d» lofa of ereditand 
property, Ul others item trivial and become the onimay 
lubjea of' oonvcufttwo, and of the public c^ifure. 

Bntletotttot pUrfue thli K&£Uon fardier. I wiftto 
allow that your brothei'i £ntlt« are Jight: The mors. they 
are light, the more are you wijuft in heigbtening them; 
The more he merita iodalgence on your part, the more are 
we to prefume in you, a naalignity of obfervttioB,' front 
which nothing can efcapc; a natural hardneTi of beartl 
which can excuTe nothing. Were the &hiIu of your hro- 
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1^ iniroitfllit* jrou would rpanhimi ywiU^i jroutroukt 
4M Ituo cotitled to your iuluignice: Pcrfiteoeri ind leli- 
gitm would make your Glence a duty : What [ benole his 
weakaefiei are oaly triviaJ,' you find him IcTs worthy oi 
ywit vtpsA ? The yery circun&aoce whii^ oufbt to make 
lam refpe^ble, autborifn you in making bitn the butt of 
your, fart aTist ? Arc you not, Tayi the Apoftle, become • 
judge of iniquitous thiwghts P And your eye. is it then 
wicked, only becaule your Inotber is good t Befides. tfaA 
faults which you cenfureifK light } but would tbey appear 
fi> to you* were you to be reproached with them f When 
.pertain dircourfei, held io your ab/ence, have reached 
jnoUr can, and whicb, iq fa£t attacked eff'^ially, ^either 
jKwr hoDour nor probity, but only acquainted the public 
withfoaeof your weakuefips. what b^ve been your fenla. 
lioiu P My God I Thoa it was, that you mf^trified every 
thing; that every circumftaqce appeared imp^ijCfnt to you j 
iJiat, not ^t^ with ex^^geiating the malice of tha 
Jtrordi, you raked up ttie fecret of the inteutioB, and hop- 
ed to find motives Aill more .odious thap the difcourfes. la 
vain are you toldi that (hc{e arc not rcproacheSi which ef* 
(eotiaJly Iniereft you, aod at the worft cannot difgrace yoa 
.You thiqk yourfelv^M infult^ ; you mention them with 
hitler compljiiP') i. Y.o?*:^i^V (>"'* ^d u^ no longer ma^ 
ters of your rcfcntment ; and whilA all the world blamqs 
the excefi of your rcnfibility, you alone obllinately perGft 
in the belief of its being a ferious afiair, and that your ho- 
nour is interefted in it. Make ufe then, of this rule in 
the faulu which you publifh of your brother :. Apply tha 
oi&acetoyourfelves; every thing is light, which is agaioft 
bim ; but with regard to what touches you. the fmJIefi 
circumAance appears important to your pr'4c, and worthy 
•f alt yout refeotiQent. 
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Lafttf, Tbt vices wUch yaa cenfure are- light ; biit 4» 
you add- notlriDg<Jf your own to them 7 Do you^MthfuU 
iy exbibit tbcfn m they ate ? In their TcUtioni do you ner 
vrr mingle the •mdignity of yoar 'Own eonjeQurei p Do 
Toa not pbce them in ^ point of view, iliflerent from tbetr 
natural ftaic f Do you not rmbelHfh your late f And in c»-- 
dor lo make the hero of your ridicuk agrcMble, io yoa 
not faSiion him to the wUh-of the cotapmy, aii(l<not ilich 
kt in reality-he iiP Do you never accompany yoitr l^pecches 
with certain geSurcB, which rflow alt to beunderftood'; . 
with certain expreffioni, whiah open the Qt&ds of •your 
bearers lo a thoufand fufpiciiHiSt equally, ralh, as diOioDk 
curable i Even with a certain filence, which permits xaorf 
40 be imagined, than any thing you Could have poffiUjr 
-faid P For, bow -difficult it is -to confine ourfelves lo ibe 
Vwodf of trufhi When -we are no longer withui thofe of 
Parity ! The more what we ccnfuie ii li^t, the more !• 
calumny to be dreaded : we muft embelttlh lo atttaEt atten- 
tion; and'we beconJC'Calumniaton, where we did not fup- 
|K)fe oiirfelves even cenfurera. 

Behold the circumftances which regard you ; but if. on 
their accouht, the llanderiwhieh you thinii light, be high- 
ly criminal, will they be left fo with te(pt& to the indi- 
viduals whom they attack f 

In tht firjl place, tt is a pcrfon, perhaps of a fex, to 
whom, efpeciallyon ceitain points, the {Itghtefi Jlains are 
important :' to whom it is a dilhonour to be publicly fp«A- 
en of; to whom raillery becomes an infult, and every fuf- 
picion ati accufation ; in a word, a perfon, whom not to 
praife becomes an outrage, and a difgrace to their ftation : 
Thus St. Paul would have every woman to be adorned 
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^thbaRiruIneftand modedy; that is to fay, he would with 
tbore virtues to be as conrpicuous in them, as the orna- 
ments with which they are covered ; and the highell eulo- 
gy which the Holy Spirit makes on Judith, after fpeaking 
of her beauty, youth, and gr^'t wealth, is, that in all If- 
fael, not a perfon was to be found who had afperfed her 
conduct; and fbat her repittation correfpondcd with her 
virtue. 

' idly, Vour cenfure's are JiCrha'ps poihted towards your 
fuperiors ; or agaitill thofe whom providence has cltablifh- 
e'd above yon, and to *hom the law of God comi^and^ 
yoii to render that refpeS and fubmiffion to which they are 
entitled. For the pride which hates inferiority, always rfe- 
compenfes itWf, ty finding' out weakneffes and foibles, iri 
thofe to whom it is under flic neceffity of yielding obedi- 
enct; the more they zre'exalted, the more they are expof- 
ed to our cenfures : Malignity it even more quick fighted 
In regard to their errors ; nothing, in their actions, is par- 
doned ; the very perfoni moft loaded with their ktndneffes, 
or moft honoured by their familiarity, are frequently thofe, 
who mofl openly publifli their imperfefltons and vices ; and 
beltdes violating the facred duty of refpefl, they likewifc' 
render thcmfelves guilty of th£ mean and Ihameful crime 
of ingratitude. 

3rf/f, It is a perfon, perhaps confecrated to God, add 
eRablilhed in the church, whom you cenfure ; who, engag- 
ed by the fanflity of his vocation, to more exemplary, 
)>nre, aiid irreproachable manners, finds himfelf (tained 
and difhonoured by cenfures, which Would not afic£f the 
reputation of pcrfons of the world. Thus the Lord, in the 
fcriptures, curfeth thofe who ftall even meddle with his 
anointed. Nevenhelefs, the traits of (lander are never 
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more animated, more brilliant, or more applauded in the 
world, than when dire£led againft the minillers of his holy 
jtlur; the world, To indulgent to itfelf, feems to have pre. 
fcrved its feverit^r only on their account ; and for them, it 
has eyes more cenforious, and a tongue more empoifoned, 
than for the reft of men. It is true, O my God, that our 
, converrattonamongft the people is not always holy, and free 
from reproach ; that we frequently adopt (he manners, 
luxury, indolence, idlenefs, and plcafores of the world, 
againft which we ought to flruggle ; that we hold out to 
believers, mere examples of pride and negligence, than ol 
virtue ;' that we are more jealous of pre-eminence, than of 
the duties of our calling ; and that it is difficult for the 
world to honour a ^harafler, which we ourfelvei difgrace. 
But as I have often faid, my brethren, our infidelities 
ought rather to be the fubjeQ of your tears, than of your 
pleafantry and cenfurcs : God generally puniOies the dif- 
orders of the people, by the corruption of the priefls j and 
the moft dreadful fcourge With which he ftrikes kingdoms 
and empires, is that of not raifiiig up in them venerable 
paftors, and zealous minifters, who may ftem the torrent of 
diflipation ; it is that of permitting faith and religion to be- 
come weakened, even amongft thofe who are its defenders 
and depofitartes ; that the light, which was meant to inftru£l 
you, fliould be changed into darknefs ; that the co-opera- 
tors in your falvation, fliould aflift, by their example, to- 
wards your deftru£lion; that even from the fanduary, from 
whence ought to proceed only the good &vour of Jefui 
Chrift, thereOiouId ilfuea fmell of death and fcandal ; and 
in a word, that abominations fliould find their way even 
into the holy place. But what alteration does the relaxa- 
tion of our manners, make in the fanflity of the vocation 
which confecratcs us P Arc the facred vafes, which ferve on 
the altar, though compofed of amean metal, left worthy of 

yo«r 
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your- KfpeQ ? And tvea granting the mintfier may mail 
yoar contempt, would you be lefs facriligious, in not ref- 
pcfling Um miniftry p 

What iball I &y? Your detcaSions and'c«n(ures, are 
perhaps direded againll perfom, who make a public pro- 
feffioD of piety, and whofe Virtue your bearers formerly. 
lefpcQed. You then perfuade them, that they had been too 
credulous; you authorife them to believe, that few wonhy 
and ' intrinfica]}y good chara&rs, are to be found on the 
earth ; that all thofe held out as fuch, when ttarrowly exam- 
ined, are like the reft of men : You confirm the prejudi- 
ces of the world againft virtue, and give frefli credit to 
ibofe difcourfes, fo ufual, and fo injurioui to religion, 
with r^ard to the piety of the fervants of Jefus Chrift, 
Now, do all thefe appear fo very light to you ? Ah, my 
bretben ! The juft on this earth are like the holy ark, in 
the midft 'of which the Lord dwetts, and any contempt 
or infult to which, he moll rigoroufly avenges : They 
may fiaggcr in their load, like the ark of Ifrael, while 
condu^Dg in trtumph to Jemralem ; for the purcll and 
moft ibintng virtue, bat its fpots and ectipfes ; and even 
the moA folid, cannot always equally fupport itfelf j but 
the Lord is incenfcd, when raOi and impure hands, like 
thofe of Uzzah, (hall venture to put them right; and 
fcarcely have they totiched them, when they are fmote by 
bis wrath : He takes to himfelf the flightefi mfults with 
which tbey diffaonour his fervants, and he oannot endure 
that virtue^ which has found admirers, even amongft ty.. 
rants, and the moll barbarous nations, Ibould frequently 
' among beMevers, find only cenfur^'s and derilions. Thus 
the little children of Ifrael, were devoured on ibe fpot, 
for having mocked the fmall number of hairs ot the man 
of God ; aeverthdefs thcfe were only the puerile tndifcre- 

tioQS,, 
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ttont, fo pardonable at thetr age. Fire from fteaveo. felt 
upon the officer of (be impioui Aluziah, aiid in « otomant 
confutned him, tor having in derifion called Elijah tha 
Man ot God ; neverthelefs it was a courtier, from whom 
little regard might be expe£Ud, fof the aulleritjr aad fim- 
plicity of a prophet, or fpr the virtue of a man, ruftic in 
his appearance, and hateful tp hie na8er. Michal -wa* 
flnick with barrennefB. for having too bartbly ccnfurcd tfac 
holy cxceffcs . of jay and piety of David btfore the altar ; 
nevertbelcft, Jt proceeded mendy from female delicacy^ 
Sut to meddle with tbofe wbo feme the l.ord. i«, according 
to the Scripture, to meddle with the apple of your (ye : 
He invi&bly curfei thoTe raJh cenfuren od piety.: and 
though he m^ not firike them at fonnerty, with injbuil 
death, yet he marki on their forehead, from this life for- 
ward, the ftamp of reprobation, and denies to themfelves, 
that precious gift of fanOity and grace, which they had 
defpifed in otheri ; neverthelefs, it is the upright who m 
now befome the general hutt oF the malignity of public 
difcourfes ; and ve may faCely fay, that virtue give* birth 
to more cenfurcs in the world, than vice. 

I do not add, that if thefe Sanders, wfatchyou teimlightv 
be highly criminal in their motives aad circumllance*. tbey 
are ftill more fo -in their coofequcmces : J fay their confe- 
quences, my brethren, whichare always irreparable. You 
may expiate the crime of voluptuovfBefs, by mprtificatuto 
and penitence j the criipe of haired, by love for your ene- 
my ;' the crime of ambition, by a renunciation of the hon- 
ours and grandeurs of the age ; the crime of injuftice, by 
a rcftoration of what you had unjafily ravifiied &ora your 
brother; even the crime of impiety and frcethiakii^, by. 
areligious and public refpcfl for the worlhip of your fathers i 
but what remedy, what virtue, can repair the crime of de- 
traflion ? 
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txiOioaJ You revealed to only one perfoB the- vices of 
your brothtr: It aay befo; but that unlucky c(»ifidept 
will foon. in bis turn, have coHnnunicateil it to otiim, 
who, on their part, na .lopger. re^rdisg u a fecrct, whu 
they have juft heard, will relate it to tht firft comers.; in 
the rebtion of it, every one will add new circuniftance* i 
eacfaf in hit way, will empoilbn it with fanMiicw-trwt } 
in propaxtion as tbey pubhfli, they will increafe, Axy will 
toagniiy it : Similar to a fpark of fire, fays St. James, 
which wafted by an impetubiu wind,, to dififereat }Jaccs; 
feU in fiames, the forelts and countries it reaches : Such it 
the defiiny ot detia3ion. 

What you had mentioned in fircret, was nothing at firftj 
and feemed fiified and buried under its own aOies ; but this 
fire, lict hid lor a while, only, in order to burft forth with 
redoubled Fury ; (bat nothing Toon acquires reality by paf- 
fing through a diverfity of mouths ; every one will add to 
it, whatever his paffion, intereft, diipoStioa of mind, andr 
bis own maligmty, may bold mit to him as pcobable : Tbe 
fource is hardly perceptible ; bid, aflsfted in its courfe, 
by a thoufand foreign ftreami, the united torrent will over-> 
whelm the court, city, and country ; and that, which at 
iu birth, was oalyaprivate andimprudent pleafantcyr but 
a fimple idea, hut a malicknis conj«£luTe, wUI become a 
ferious aftur, a pnblio and fonnal difhonour, the fuhjefkof 
every coaverfattoo, and an eternal ftain upon the qhava&er 
of your brother. Repair, now, if you can, the inju&icc 
and fcandal ; reftore to your brother the good name, of 
which you have deprived htm.' Will you pretendtoop- 
pofetbepuhKc inveteracy, and fingly hold forth his praife ? 
But they will regard you aaa new comer, who is ignorant 
of what hat talten place in the world ; and your ptatfes com« 
far too late, will ferve only M> ^^ "pon him frsfli fatires. 

Now 
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Mow, what a multitude of crimett proceeding From only 
d^e I Tbe fins of a whole prople become your*): You de- 
bine through themoothiof all your feltaw-citizeos : You 
Me likewife anrwerable fortbe guilt of all who liftcn to 
you. What penitence can expiate evils, to which it can 
no longer aSbrd relief 7 And will your tears be able (o biot 
out, wh«t Ifaall oever be efiaccd from tbe memory of man f 
Again, were the fcandal to end with you, your death, by 
tenninating i(, might be iu expiation before God. But 
it is a fcandal which wiit furvive you ; the fliamefut hifto. 
ries of courts never die with their heroes. Lafcivioua 
writers have tranfmitted to us, the anecdotes, and irregu. 
larities of the courts which have preceded us ; and licen- 
tious authors will befoundamongft us, to acquaint the ages 
to come, with the public rumours, the fcandalous circum- 
Aances, and tbe vices of our own. 

O my God ! Thefe are of that dclcription of fint, of 
which we know not either, the enormity or extent : but we 
know, that to become a fiumbling block to our brethren, 
is to overturn for them tbe work of thy Son's miffioo, and 
to deflroy the fruit of his labours, of bis death, and of all 
his mintftry. Such is the Hlufion of the pretext, which 
you draw from the ligfatnefs of your llanders ; the motives 
are never innocent; tbe circumftances always criminal; 
tbe confeqnencet, irreparable. I.et us examine, if the pre- 
text of the public notoriety be better founded. This is 
what yet remains for me to inveftigate. 

Fakt II. Whence comes it, that the majority of pre> 
eepts are violated by thofe very perfons who profefs them* 
felves their oblcrvers; and that we find more difficulty in 
bringing tbe world to acknowledge than to correfi its tranf- 
'greffions ? The reafon is, that our ideas of duty are never 

takeo- 



j',G(.)(.)^lc 



OH EVIL-SPEAHKG, I75 

taken from the groundwork of rcligioa ; that we never ea- 
ter into the fpiril, to decide 'Upon the letter; and that [ew 
people arcend to the principle, to clear up the doubtt, 
which corruption tonat on the detail of the confequencei. 

Now, to appl)rthis maxitn tomyfabjeA: What arc the 
rules in thegolpel, which conflitute Qandera crime to tho 
diTciplesof Jefus ChriJl? In the lirlt place, it is the pre- 
cept of Chrillian humility, which, as it ought to eftsblifii 
in us, a profound contempt of ourfelves, and to open our 
eyes on the endlefs multitude of our own wanu, (houid, 
at the bme time, fiiut our eyes on tbofe of our brethren. 
In the fecond place, it is the duty of charity ; that charily, 
fo recommended in the gofpel ; the grand precept of the 
law ; which covers the faults it cannot correfl; excufes , 
thofe it cannot cover ; delights not in evil ; and, with dif- 
ficulty, believes, becaufe it never wifltes it to happen, 
Idftly, It is the inviolable rule of juftice, which, never 
permitting us to do to others, what we would not have 
done to ourfelves, condemns whatever goes beyond thefe 
equitable bounds. Now the fcandalous difcourfes, which 
turn upon thofe faults you term public, e0entially wound 
thefe three rules : Judge, then, of their innocency. 

i&. They wound the precept of Chrillian humility. In- 
deed, my dear hearer, were you feelingly touched with 
your own wants, fays a holy lather; were your own fin 
incelTanily before youfeyes, like the penitent David, you 
would find neither fufficient leifure nor attention, to re-< 
mark ^he faults of your brethren. The more tliey were 
public, the more would you in fecrct thank the Lord, for 
averting from you that fcandal ; the more would you feel 
your gratitude awakened, when you confidered, that though 
fallen perhaps tat* the fame errors, he hath not permitted 

them. 
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them (o be prftclatm^d From the houfeiops, like thofe of your 
brother ; thu he hAh left in obfcurity your deeds df darfe- 
nefs ; that he buh coTered them, m I may fay, with his 
wings ; and that, in the eyes of men, he bath preferved for 
you, an honour, and an innocence, which you have fo 
oltcn forfeited before him : You would tremble, while fay- 
ing to yoarfelF, that perhaps be hath fpared your confufion 
in this world, only to render it more bitter and more dura- 
ble in the next. 

Such it thti dirpolftidn of Cbriflian humility towards 
the public difgracei of our brethren : We flionld often 
fpeak of them to oifrfelvei, but almoA neyer to others. 
Thus, when the Scribes aod Fharifees, prcfented to our 
Saviour, the woman caught in adultery, and eagerly 
prefled him to give his judgment ; though the guilt of the 
fTnner was public, Jefus Cbritl kept a profound fliencc; 
and to their inridtout and prefHng entreaties, to explain 
himfclf, he limply anfwered: " He that is without fiti 
" amongll you, let hfm firft caft a ftone at her;" as if he 
thereby meant to make them undcrlland, that finners, like 
them, were little entitled to condemn, with fo high a hand, 
the crime of that woman ; and that to acquire the right of 
calling a Tingle Hone at her, it was neceflary the individual 
Qiould himfelf be free from reproach. And behold, my 
brethren, what I wifli to fay to you at prefent : The evil 
conduct of fuch a perfon is become notorious : Very welll 
Whoever of you is without tin, let ^im call the liril Hone : 
IF, before God, you hav£ nothing, perhaps more criminal, 
with which to reproach yourfelf, fpeak with freedom j con- 
demn, in the feverell manner, his lault, and open upon 
him tt>e whole flood of your derilions and cenfurei ; It is 
permitted to you. Ah ! you, who fo hardily fpeak of it. 
you are more fortunate; but are you more ionoceot than 

he ? 



(ffrifw yfw ^fity i ^ Gwl, who Jtooweijji y,ou, v^ill jv 
ijWi(.e lij^ ]Bon ? 'VV^se ^be 4<»rJ^.niq^, whicb cao.ceals your 
S>^^ M> be^^ffif^^* V9ui,4 not ev«^ #o9f you tbrowj 
recoil upon yourfelves ? Were an unexpe£led circumfUqucj: 
to betray your fecret, would not the auilacity and malicious 
i9y 'Wit,b v/}»(^yo)i pe«{p|r«, a^d a4<)'^'Pt>?' ridicule to^^ur 
99p;F»ftG>n.a|^ difgraqe? Abl lit is ^nly ^9 j3>rti£c<^ ynd v> 
pngpfliWfij w*)ich tine juflic? of G^^l ni*y ^iifpoqcert m)^ 
]Ay pg^ i^w M^Aaflt, t^t fouiu'^in^^^ ^ ^^ ff>ntp°f 
9Jf,ffP¥WW<.. oji Whipt y-PW fi^de yovpfclves Xo ;nuch; 

yt^iQwve; and fyri/ififi blufti^g ip fci^ andJQ filcnw, 
[Wfhc? 'faults, )ikc y.otir p>'0, are m^de kciovn, yoju fpe^ 
Sf, <and relate il,teqi witfi jp^earufe; ^ y^v furwih-t}]^ 
pM^if: (fill) (K^tj, wljiGli, pp? 4ay, it ivjl cfliplpy jig^in^ 
jnpurfrlf; fri**tict^«* *n4 pr^4,i|&ioii .o| our Saviouf, 

AU ihey f hat a*? i^p Cwrd, ,flwlt j^erift >i'*th t^ fw«»I f 

Xw piwce ywr ,Vr«tbcr,w.iUi tbf fM{or;^.<(f t,he (ongpc^ 
iWife-thp fmift weappn, lh»ll yop. t^ j>ief,c^ i« y«ir ,i.ui:B i 
W^ ^lw«g.l> >W» wdfc^eiviBiijeyqinpted ifpm Ove yjc^ yo^ 
fci.bri^y ct-nfiWP in, Piter*, tb*ij*ft QfldwiJl (Mivw yQ» 
up Wit. 

, PiCspfflce is .tbe cCKHTieii |«(pift»>R«t pi pri^Ie. Pffftr, 
At) *tw flvenipg of (ihc Lord's Supper. nB^fcx ccaled to e?* 

ilgg^te th^ ,guik <3t the difciplte, i>y wbe^ bis mafter waf 
<o,be bfitnrycd : H.« wHs the (neft fWJUpjw of ^b«(a all tp 
IcnQV his name, atwlthe moft:forw$trdtiOCixprcrs^s.dcleQ4. 
Ijon of fats |tecfidy> and itnne^ateJjr i^cr. he f^ll^Juff-f 
felf iinto.tbe infiOelily Wbicb lie .hod io^Utely bi^paM yfih 
Cucli .pride aod coaS^eoce^ Noting itW* d^vn .upon 
ps «bc vnth wd^nrie of God. (b mucb ai-tbe maliciot^ 
pteifure wjtU which vn magiufy.'the fauU* pf oHr)»r«breni 
. Vol. I. Y "id 
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' ind his mercy is tneenfed, that there afBlfting ex^iapief^ 
which he permits, for the fole pinpofeoF recdKngui to 
oar own weaknefTM, and awsLening our vigiljuce, (hOuld 
Battel our pride, and excite only our derifionsand ceti- 
farei. 

' You depart, then, front the mies of ChriSIan hamSitf, 
vhen you permit yourfelves to cenfuie the faults, howrarer 
Jiubltc, of your brother ; but you likewife eflentially wound 
thofe of charity ; For charity never finleifa, fays the Apof- 
tie. Now, if the vices of your brother be known to thofe 
who lillcn to you, to what purpofe, then, do you repeat them 
ifreOi ? Whu indeed can be yotir intention P To blame hii 
conduQ? But, is-bisfluntenotalrcady'fufficient? Would 
you wifli to overwhelm an unfcntunate wretch, and give 
the laft ftab to a man, already pierced with a thoufand raor- 
tal blows ? Hii guilt has already been t:xaggerated bv fo 
many dark and malicious hearts, who have fpread in colotira 
fufficicnt to blacken it for ever : Ji be not fufficiently puDw 
ilbed ? He is now worthy of yoor jJhy, rather than «f 
your cenfures. What then could 'be your intention ? To 
condole with bin for his misfortune ? But to open afrefii 
his wounds, is aftnutge way of condoling with an unfiMla- 
nate brother. Is true compaflion thus cruel ? What it it 
then ? To juftify your {HvphecJes, and foimerfufpicioni, on 
hii conduA ? To tell us, that you bad alway* believed, that 
fooner or later it would come to that ? But yon come thest 
lo triumph over his misfortune 7 To applaud yourfelf for 
his difgrace ? To' claim an honour to yourfeK forthe malig- 
nity <rf your judgment P Alas ! Wbatiglory can it be to a 
Chriftian, to have fufpeSedhis brother; to have believed him 
guilty, before he was known as fiicb ; lohavenffaly forefmt 
his dilgracet yet to come ; we, who ought not to fee tbeoit 
■ even when tbey have taken place P Ah I You can prophecy 

fo 
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fikj^ly, OB tliedeSii^-af othen: Be. a pro^Mt in ^Wr 
own counby, aod aaticipate the tniifartuHCS which thieaten 
yeu : Why do you not prophecy thui (or yourtetf, that 
nalefs you fly from fucb an opportanity, and fucb | dan* 
ger, yon will peiifli in it ? That unlefi you diflolve Tuch a 
conneOioD, the pablic, which already munnun, will at 
laft break oul, and then you Ihall find it 100 late to repaii 
fbe fcandal ? That unleb you quit thelb exceflei, into 
which the palfiont oS youth, and a had edacation, have 
thrown you, your affair* and fortune will be ruined beyond 
jcToorce P It is oo tbefc points that you ought to exercifs 
yopr an of cooj^vre. What madaefs, while furrounded 
one's-iell with precipices, to be occupi^i in contemplat* 
■ing from afar thtrfe that threaten our brethren I 

QeGidcs, the more your brother's difgraces are public, 
tht more affe^ed ought you to be with the. fcandal, which 
^hey necefiarily occaGon to the Church ; with the advan- 
tage which the wicked and the free-tbinkera will draw from 
them, to blafpheme the name of the Ixird, to harden them- 
felves in impiety, and ia.perfuade themfelves, that thefe 
are weakoeOes commpn to all men, and that they are moft 
virtuous, who befi know bow to conceal them: The more 
ought yon to be alEifled, at the occaGon which thefe pub- 
lic exan^les of irreguUrity give to weak fouls, to fall into 
the bme difprdera : the more does charity oblige you to 
grieve overthem^ .the.more ought you to wifb, that the re- 
membiance of thcfc faults fliould peiufh : that the day, and 
the places of their revealmeot, fliould he eflaced fiwn the 
memory of mea : and laflly, the more ought you, by your 
iilence, to endeavour to fupprefs them. But the whol? 
world rpeaks of them, you fay j your filence will not prc> 
vent the public eonver{ationj { cpnfequently, you may 
make remarks in your turn. The iokreoce is barbarous : 
Becatdc- 
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BwiiiA fM lirt Bitiftle* to r^f iHt dirj^^) tf» yo^ pei-i 
itiUM^ tugmifff it? Bfeciufe yofr eiflsiol {xft^fOai Wm* 
Ac/ ftam Aame; ffi^ ^oti iifKft td tftcfwbelftf hita ^tMi 
ceofiifiMi aniA iofamy ? Becatefc, rfdiaft Cvrrf on^ eati* li 
itoiie a( hhoi fltfH it bi^ left cruel in fooi tathrb* Mc ia 
■ftuT tiirri, asA to uAtfe with thok Who bi^tfe, aiid beMM(9 
^pieces? SeHUg raligion ^rfr, bdw' bMufifAl it iy, M 
declare for tM unFoAunate ? Havr much real Jlignify dftd 
grcatnefs of foul, hi ftcAc/ing attiet oor proi«Sioto,- Ihoft 
ifcandoned hy ttie wdfld ! Amf even admlttirt^ the ta\ti of 
tlwiiy were not t6 make it a duty to uk, the feelihg* rfOMt 
trf fHHAf Mi haiimkj, fhoAld Jnthi^ t^ be tu&titm. 

^dly. You not only viohtethtlioljf rotes of charit)*! brit 
you are alfo a breaker of thofe of juftice. For. the ^ulls 
«F your brolhtr are public ; let it be ft* j but place yeur- 
felf Ifi the fame Gtuation, Would yoa exvEt from hiBH Mi 
deference or hfft' humamly, Were your di^ace to be M 
longer a myftery f Woutd yoH agtee, that the paUic iH 
ample gavt M foar brother a rrght irgainft you, which yoii 
•rro^te to yoorfclf agaiAft him f l^ouJd you accept, c« 
iiH pint, in juftrfication' of his maH^inty, an excnfe, Whidl 
would render biAt AilT ftiore ddiom, nfean, and cmel ? 
fiefklei, how dd yon iaavr whether the author of all theft 
teportsbe not an impoftor ? So ramiy lalfe repons are ciri 
<tifated in thci World ; and the RiaKce of men renders thciri 
fo credulous on die bulti of others t How do yoti know^ 
but thefc calunmics have been circulated by an enemy; l 
rival, oi foriie ^irvious perfoa. in order to fuin bitti, who 
has thwarted fiis pafTions or his fortune ?■ Are fcch inflan- 
ces rare ? Wheihcr it be not fom* heedlefs perfon who ha* 
^vcn orcafion to idl thoTe (fifcourfei, by an indifcredt eit- 
preflion, uttnrd withoot thonght, atld tatd hold of through 
malice ? Are fdch mifUkej impoffibh ? Whether it be not 
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« Wrt tmijcaMM, MifiaO^ circ'sfaoKl * fvOn mi 
aJUntmii Hiven at x traili ? Ar? fudi •Itevatmn - vn-* 
<r6i#moij, in public firiOMrS ? Wlnt couTd tMv<«a.gie«M 
AppetftariU of fMHAI(ty« to ttM cbiMrrai ot ths caft'erkifi . 
#han tFfe Mlerfgt^ rtiirfoMdwa dl Suf«MM. The jodge* 
*A t&e ]MefAe of God, venmable tfaroiigh Ibejr age aa4 
canity, ()«p6rd() i^iiA ber ; die peopift e«cIaaMd' afgiinft 
her ai an aduliereiB ; tliey tcMfted Upon her u the difj 
||^«(<e o( Iftael; nevertheless, it WM her moAe&f Aam 
Which-<iTew upon her t^efe-mfuUs; and hail not a-DaHcl 
li£en tbuiid i* her trffle,' who htd (he courage urdoabt a 
g«nefert re^rt^ (te btotfd ot that intioecM wMibb maft 
hxvt fimned the whole pAopIe. And, witllou^ dejianrng 
from otJrgofpd i w«re not the late^ikgroB* reporU, wbicQ 
belli otit Jefiis a« an impoAor aAd SainaritaiT, became tM 
priUic (Kreoutfetf of alt jud«a ? Hm Priells md niarifetnr^ 
people, to whom the dignity of tbeir flation, and the regu- 
lafri^ of thck rHannerf, aiiraSed tin ^^te£fc'aod odn6- 
detioe of the |tea)»le, IkeDgilMAed theib by theiir aicbority t 
l^Tenbelefe, wotdlt you exoufe fbch amot^d the j0wit 
as 6h reportt fo toitiinont TpAkeef the Savmr oftba 
«rorid, a« a fedutfer wKd impdfed bfi ibe CFedAfiry of the 
^df\e ? You cxpofe yotK-feK.. theAi to the gaik at haV'i 
iitg critMdriiatcd yeiir broker; -bowevsrcktokKcd th* rm, 
Arours againft him may be, bi« rrtmCf of which you hav* 
hot been a wkneft, is always dubioui to you j Md'^jtr Al 
hint an iifjuftke, When you ftrOpdgate ds irtief tfbv yoa 
have only heard from- ptMle reporti, oEttu folft, aad ^ 
Hay» rrih. 

But I go rirrthcT i when your broth^'s A%rare, fteuld 
«veh be Cenahi, and tbe malighlty of t«p6ni fifoutd bare 
added nothing to its criminality ; bow can yoii kitotr, that 
tbe very flumeof feting it A>piri»Iic May not fadvc Mcalled 

liim 
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^bimtolumfeir; lodthata fiOctn rept^Umce, aadtevtef 
compunSuHi, tiiiy not hftre already e&ccd, and expiate^ 
it beftiFC God P Yean are not alwayi Kquired for gnce tQ 
triumph ova a nbellioui heart : there are viQoriet which 
it leave* not to time ; and a public diigrace often turn* out 
the moment of mercy, which decides upon the coaverfioa, 
of the Cnner. Now, if your brother ia in a lUte of re- 
pentance, are you not uojufi and cruel to revive fiulu 
which hii penitence has effaced, and which the I<ord haUi 
ceafed to remember ? Do you recoiled the finfu! woman 
in the gt^pel i Her irr^ularittes were notoriout, feeing 
Sw had been known through the whole city a« a profiitute ^ 
DeverthcleOi, when the Pbarifee reproached her with hef 
fini, her tean and love had effiiced them, al the feet of our 
Saviour ; the goodoefi of God had remitted her errora^ 
yet the malignity of men, was unable to obliterate tbeia< 

- Lafify, Your brother's difgrace was public; that is bt 
fay, it was confuredly Itnown, that his condu£l was not 
free from reproach, and you come (o particularife thf 
cireumftaacei, to proclaim his deeds, to explain the mor 
tives, and to lay open the whole myfleiy ; to confirm what 
they but imperfeflly knew ; to tell them of what they knew 
not at all ; and to applaud yourfelf, for appearing better in* 
Arufied in your brother's miiibrtune, than thofe who liflea 
to you : Some degree of charafler, though wavering, yet 
remained to him ; he fiill preDerved, at leafl, fome remain* 
of honour, a fpark of life, and you completely extinguib 
it. 1 do not add that thefe public reports perh^ origin^* 
ed from people of no charaQer ; perforn of neither re- 
putation nor confequence to convince ; hitbeno ncme durft 
yield .credit to rumoyrs fo poorly fupporled ; but, you, 
who by your rank, birth, and dignities, have acquiced aa 
infiueocc over the minds, leowvc every Ihadow of doubt 
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br fiiicettaThtj' ; Yournamealonei willnovrervifcaiaproof 
i^iirfl the ionocency of your brother; and in future it 
will be cited in juflificatidn of the general repdrts, Now; 
can any thing be harder, or tnore tinjuft, both on accoant 
cf tift injiny you do to him and oF the fervice you ki] to 
perform ? Your filence on his fiuh might aloltt perhaps 
bave- fiopt the public defamation i and yon would have been 
cited to clear his innoceoce, as yoU now are to blacken it : 
And what more re^pefiafelfc nfe could you have made of 
•joxit rank and infiuence? The more yon are exalted in 
the world, the more ought yon to be religious, and cir* 
cumfpefi on the reputation of your brethren ; the more 
ought a noble decency to render you referved on'their er. 
jott: The dMcoUrfts of (he vulgar arefoon forgot ; they 
expire in coming into the world ; but the words of the 
great-never hW in vain ; and the public is alvAys a fiiithful 
echo, cither to the praires they beOow, or to the cenfuret 
ifaey allow themfelvet to utter. My God< thou teacfaeft 
OS, by concealing thyfelf the fins of men, to conceal ibem 
on our part j to reveal our faults, tbou waiteft whb a ner- 
ciifet patience, the day when the fecreta of our hearts (haH 
' Ik numifeftcd : And we by a ra(b malignity, anticipate the 
titoie of thy vengeance ; we who are fo inierefled, that ih< 
fecreciea of our hearts, and the myltery of the confciences, 
fbould not as yet be laid open to thee. 

Thus, you particularly, my brethren, whom rank and 
binh exalt i^ove others, be not fatisfied with putting a 
-dicck upon your tongue ; according to the advice-of th* 
Holy Spirit, prefent a melancholy and feverecoantcnance, 
» filence of difapprobation and indignation, to every defa- 
natory difeourfe ; for the crime is exa31y equal; between 
the malignity of the fpeaker. and the btittaSion of thofe 
who liQeo u» them. Let ni forronnd o«r can with thorns, 

(hat 
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|)m» ilngr mf ^ ■'» •cppfEWt *9 f9y««o)|*4iiSpaMi)9iiK 
-^bu ii M (<Hy,. Jfi^ VI n# Aply A)u> tb«Ep 4fMt^ tii*f« Nffuvlf 
pf {^DOc)«p4 pit. ImtH i*s»««fn*)»B» on their yufkqrw 

|ben be pucK^ of thfR fFw4a) » Sl»f^fr f* pl^a^Dg* m^ 
^ vipe ^icfa {kM» foeti ^wnw ji 4«f'^ic v^mt.. •■ Wf 

ftvc ivtA« W br «f plfwdrdj 'ih«r« .ve ificy ^^kf^fiilc wIn .4tf 
(tot Oti^y it, 9n4 «i4»W"tf |o JVik» * ¥^ffit # fiawN- 

. A« nhit u ;fuE^«8«g in. ,tliti fiMr itbll tTnqtieivMK 
fertesV(i^(M»totba»yw«, KthtcJiftfUfte v«iirfow»^ 
4ijNi9.«f pifty,- aad whif:h fiiwece piety 4(iteA<. Ttbit «it)|ht 
19 twjtlwJaftpjuXef Kbt* jJircourrtis Jwt 2.(l>iiU%.Qiily^ 

^94|i.;ifl piMy idfetf. wherevjtli^l^tojCMjjQur iiMl; JEt de£t» 
M^elf mUM-fltP v^Qfiwce of zeal: Itiatiwit* virde^pia 
1^ {t<«l)ori(e tbe AeabHcaFifinneiii:: Thaft |«ihp. nuie * 
IKftfe^Pfl (^ .virtue. ofiCB bebftvcdut iiiey.vfi haapwtg 
iG*i, aiid fcn^ng ^ry .to hjib. wbto ibey (iifii«>PiH& 
ttti #Kclaia figuoft tbofc wko «C^BdJhim j. as thoogh ite 
pnivikgCoE piftft vhvfeJoul ii chjvity, wMc ,to <l«^»nifr 
us even from charity, ItUtnot tbM I wf & hwr to jiiAi^ 
the difcourfet of the world, and to furnifli it with new 
twf i^Hnift titc zeA 9i tiw vptight i bi*>. vt t^ Tf sie 
time, I ougt)t<iot to dilTca^le* tJbK the bbfiv :Vluch|^ 
»frui«e, oi' GCnfurteg the conduS .-of t^tir bfetbreni i»v$f 
9^ Mil! mA f ovnoa «bulin .of |Hflty. 

.Mfw.. oiydear htarar.^H.irikaD.tfais.cUIicouEfercpidfc 
HBct) to, wid nevcr&rgBtihpjrolM viifaichthpfci^.prr« 
CeriJ«H(»,ttiWjse»U- ■ 

1^; 
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: -i)f/|', 'RanaiAff,'tfMt die zmI wfakk' makes' ua kioetft 

ba>er"tlK Tcandvls that tl{(ht>n(mr .lb« chufthyis conteitteA 
«r&h'lMn«iiting ibra) b«fe>K God { witb praying^iini not t6 
tbpget faif former flMMiei'; -to oft bis pro))(rio(ls r*^ri» 
upon tfae people ; to o fc fc ti ft- hit-reign in M tvaris ; ani 
to recal (innera from their erroneous ways. Behold, the 
botyifaliiuier«f Ixaeatihg over the difgrMCs o( your bre- 
ihfeii; -aimtion them Itet^iKnily to ite LonK but forget 
them in the jlTcfience of men. 

- adly, RAneiaber, dnt piny givtM yob no right of emv 
ipire or.aDtboiityover your brethren : That S you be' not 
«ifUMfiie<l over them, and rerpotifible for their conduS', 
\4Mber they fall, or iWMin'ftedfaft, is the concern of the 
'Lord, and not yourt; rojnCequently, that your continual 
tbd pobtic lunentMions, over their irregularities, proceed 
ireo'apfincipteof'pvide, malignity, levity, and intolerant- 
cy;. that the church -hat its palk>r>to fuperintend the flock; 
that'the-ark hai its jntnMlers to Ibftain it,' without needing 
tho inierference of any foreign or impntdent fucfcours; 
and billy, that by ihefe means, far from correAing your 
JirMhren, .you diDtonour piety ; you juftify the difcourfes 
of the wicked againA the juft ; and you autborife them in 
faying, as formcily in the Book of Wifdom, Why profef- 
fMh thk rigtrteout, M 'hkve a right to itll the flrectj, and 
iKe public places, with their clamours and upbraidingi 
agaiflft our condufi t and boldeth it out as a point of vir- 
■tu?, to defa'me ua in the minds of our brethren f 

grf/y. Remember, that the-zeal regulated by wifdom, 
feeks the falvation, and not the defamation of the brother 
<t wiflies to edify ; that it loves not to injure ; that in order 
to render itfelf ufefu), it ftudics to render itfelf amiable ; 
that it is' more alKlQed withihe misfortune and \oh ol its 

VbL. I. Z brother 
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bi-Mber, ihin irriMud ag^isft, br TcindtlHcd by hisenren) 
that, 'far fidm pnng to puUilh tbcm to othen, it wouM 
.wifh to be eoaUec) to coltcal tbem from itfelf ; uidtbtt 
ibe zeal whjcb cenfurel them, far fn»i leOcDin; tbe crLIt 
^rv«i oa\y to augmem tbe fcandal. 

^ikly. Remember, that the cenibrioui zeal which yod 
clifylay, i* ufcldi to your brother, feeing be wiinefles it 
not ; that hu* from being of fervice, it it even hurtful to faU 
converlion, to which you raife up obllacles, by irritating 
him againft your ceafurei, fbould-be bqipen to be inform. 
«d of them ; that it it injurioui to hii rrputatiwi, wbicfc 
you wound ; and laiUy, to thofe that liftett to yon, wbor^ 
pe&ing your pretended virtue, never eoteitain a doubt thit 
they can err, while followtog yrair fiepiiand no longer 
place flander among the number of vioei. Zeal ti humble 
.and has eyes for nothing but iti own wants ; it k fimpkv 
and much more difpofed to be credulout with regard to good 
than evil ; it is merciful, and is always indu^eot to the 
faults of others, in the lame proportion as it is fevere to ita 
own weaknslTes ; it is gentle and timorous, and preEtn t<r 
have failed in fufficienily blaming vice, to raflily exj)oGii( 
Jtfelf to go too far in cenfuring the finner. 

Thus, my brethren, you who returned from the erroH 
,of the world, now ferve the Lord, allow me to conclude^ 
with-addre(&Dg to you the fame words, formerly fpoli£ii by 
a holy father, to tbe fervantt of Jefus Chrift, who through 
an iodifcreet zeal, made no fcruple of tearing in pieces the 
cbara£Lers of their brethren. 

" A tongue which has confelTed Jcfos Cfarifi ; wbichbai 
" renounced the error* and fplendours of the world ; wbich 
," every day bir Qei the God of peace, at the foot of tbe flltar ; 
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"indu often confeciatcd, bypaiticipatidnoF thebolymyr- 
Htcnet, fhotdd no longer be iatolerant, daogorou*, and full 
*'ofgaII ani]l>itteniersagtioftiubrcthTen. ^tii difgracing 
* rcltgioa, after hiving offered up pure piayertand tfaankf- 
" givingt to the Urd,, in (be allEmbly of ibelieven , to go 
*' and fpit oat the venenwus traits of the ferpent, againft 
*'tiiok whon the naity-of fiuth, chari^^.ihe-facrament, 
*• and even their very erron, fliould render more endeared 
<• and moie jefpeftablej:p you." . - _ . 

By the wifdaai nd mpdnration of our difcourfes, let us 
deprive the enemies ol virtue, of ereiy occafion to blaf- 
fdMme-agantft'it-vlM'tM'CorreaourbMduMci, •bythe£uio> 
tityof ourexample, n>berthaiiby>tfaekeetiersofourceD> 
Jarei ; let u* recal them, by living better than they, and 
mot t)y fpeidtiilg i^fBtnfitbtai:; JstustendcrVHti>«Rfp*wi! 
Me Ibif its fweetncfi, ^thcr than by iti ifeverity ;. kt lA 
dnw finner* towards us. by: compaffionktiiig,' rather than 
Obifliriag tbesi fatdtst ia. «der:tbat'.()sr vurtue may 'b« 
cenlpiciunu to shcnt oolythiough-onticfattity and indnln 
gencc iUid:that'oaT tendor caretp.c«nrecand.exculeth«ik 
finiltSt may JndiKe'iiigDMrBGGuleaadcoadeianthienifekeft 
with Aore ifeveiity.'when.'tiicy pace^'the difiereoee of 
«ur ocodnfi : Ry tltefe nnvU. we flutU re^in otir brethren ; 
we-ftaU hoaoarpiMy;: we fliall overlkvow impiety and 
twcthiiAJM; y*f ^baU ^deprivelthc wor^ of all occaCoA: 
iHT'thfife ^cifmdkt, ia ^ptamiKi,- and < fo^jwioui ,to mi. 
viron; Aiid,.aft«r hB»ii}g aCad mtrcy itdwarda our bee- 
-^hrest' we fhalLwiih afQrc;cea&d«ic»gtt t» ^ftfefcot aarfelvrii 
b«f«re the ftiberof nKftici, tnd tte,C«d'oC all confiilk* 
UQQ. (oalkmcrcy.forourrclw. 

: SERMOK. 
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SERMON. VII- 

ON THEEMPLOrM^f/TOFTlME. ' 



' ■ John vii. 33. ' " ' - 

Y4t a iUtlemMeam,! mlk ytn, andtUn /«« nntt.Uim 

. iit ■. ■■ .,.:..„:.. ■■■,'. 

Ah napni]Kr oh of tiiW. irthb Umm Of all t|^ dlretu 
den whicb icign flmongA tn«n. Soait iptf> tbeir Wbofal 
life in idkaeftM^ floth, eqmtty itfet«ri to-ihle woHd*, ttieiv 
•ouMTf aiKl.4beiiifelvet : -OdKHi id^thei Mnsit of bafrt 
BoTs and woridi)' 'aftin. Smnfl tpparuekrfl) only for 
the purpofe of indulging aa unwottt»y 1 iiid6lefic«, and cf'^ 
taping, by aM&Krfity of plealkMi, h^m the wcarineft 
which tvery'^vhm'paTfnei'thetil, in pvo^Ktdti ai tkeyfly 
from it: Othcnin a cotttinual fieMrcb(JMiidft the cattt'ot 
the worid, ioroceopxuobt wbiofatnMydetiver themfronr 
Aemfelwi^' Ii a^ipnts, (hat time Ja a enmaoD cnemyv' 
agaiiiaw4itehatlfiKlihave4grc«tH* MnfpiK't TbrirWhOlii 
Jtfa is one comiituVd «id dAptontble «n:tiety,. to ri<t ^bmau 
Mm of it. Tbe happi«ft are thttfil) #ht>beft fiioAeJ,' 
in not (eeKng-the ifteight of itodatoiidfl; ahd tbe )>flfftif 
pal ratisfa£lion they reap, either - frcM Frivolous plftaifun>*t' 
or fenous occiipatiom, is the abridgment of dayi and 
nomentt, and deliverance from them, almoft without a 
preccption of their being pafled. 

Time, 
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• Timii tbmpiiicktdi dqMt confided M lU'by the Lot'd, 

m tlii;r(tEbni^bi!Cc>n«'«lbur4eD-«hlch fect^uMaitd oppivflei 
UB^.Wrdrfakl, aib«g|rca»ft-Of' cvilt, Su dOprivMidn tbf 

pOrt'iM-Wekrindfs aaA'A&mtidtii ' It it a Weafiire which wd . 
would >!ifh taictain ftirever;'j«t'Whiehwe OiftnOt taSItt 

fiitiiiHiti hMrvrtrt afVhiehLwcittake tolfttleeftima- 
tittti, :is ttit oiily mean- af f>t>T etetiia) falvafion. We tore- 
it- ivkboiA ngt«t, 'which IS a ciritfie ; We tmpioy it only for 
WOrMiy-fUT^pefes-, whteb it a madoefs. Let us- employ 
the lime which Ged allowi us, becaufe tt ii fliert : Ld 
us employ it -only in laboaring for our falvation, be- 
OWfcJfJjiotily giv«i'u^'(^-we'irtHy!beftv«a;' That is' to - 
ftiy,c^le«iMJbe'renfiUebP<(he value of tttne, atid^Iet^tls loftr 
iiooi; ll^M know tfae'tafeot it, and cntploy 'it bftly fat 
fhfl'tHn^iofe it vrasif^ven ! By thtifeiiVriiH;' we Oiall' avoitf 
katb 'the .4Ht)girs -of a dofltfbl, -aBduhc in^oHVenieftcef 
of an hurried life. This is the fubjcA of the prefem Dtfi' 
conrle. 

PAllT'L'tFlifte.'circnttifttmtni in gHierAl,' :fi^de tfpoit^ 
A&'4«>6e^d('lhfitgB aiabng-mth: The gMK ddV^M'^es' 
irtdolf myarctin toii»'fnMM%tKiii'i'Thc ifaort ffnw« wtf 
hBVfe(<>'efti«y-dien):'A«l,'k41^.'«vvryb«[te'ddlt>oy«d oP 
ever regaining them, if <mce -luifli Now, iMllcMi my< 
brethren, the pnncipal motives which ought to reoder time 
prcciMM'Wd (AiMblef, W 4v«ry -wUb MMit M tbe &^ 
{^aoei''i»'i« the)>rkeor onn-AJtyc 1t>th« ft«oittf{>be«, if 
is-Siort I wtvue Cdtinot Hiake too' muCb-baJte'to mtp the' 
bAtw^of'it : Aiid.iaAlyt il'lt lrr«))arabl0;:rory-Wt^loll,' 
it caniiVettT'be regattoed. - it i«the-^ic^ oF^etertllty :- Yes,' 
tty btt<tat«ti, mail, CorideWted to deub by the fin 6f bii 

bitth 
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Mrtb. oC^'ioraceimli£e, 4tofytokie.it, evfltaCnmihr 
iDoiiienc be hu received it. Tbe. blood il(int..of }atv» 
Chrift hu e&ced tb» ieolcnce of deatb and pUoUhineni;^ 
prooounced againfi ^1 mankind, io tbfc perfoa of tbe, &ft 
iJaQcr:. W« live, tbougb (be o&pHpg of « father. «»- 
dcEuted to deub, and . ifthentors ourfetve* of bit puoi flh* 
ment, becaufe the Redeemer ^^ for lu.: TbculeMb: ok 
Jefiu Cfarift ii, tberefore, the fource, and tbe only cluin 
of right we have to liEej.oiir .^jSi.trttmmitBiUi, am tbe 
£rft bleflinft, which have flowed to gtfroni hit crofi ; aoA 
^ time which we fo vainly lofe, is the price bowevec. 
^l. his blood, tbe fruit of hif ftcath. vid the ment - of his 
CwiSce. 



. Not only « children of . Afym* .ve deferve no loqger 
to live ;. but c^eo ajl tbccniqes \re.bav<£ added tptbole.'of 
4D)rbinfa>:.aFe.becot4e acy^r fcoteacei qf death a(ai«ft IH# 
Soinaay tiiaealM w^ hDve viobited^belftyrof: tbe Antbpr 
of .life, fo matiy timet, .froai that^^nKiowit, ought we <u» 
bave left it. . , 

Every finoer is, therefore, a child of dcUb and anger t 
and every time' tbe qieri;y c^ God baa fufpended, .4fter each 
of our cnmea, the fente*ce of coBdemBatian ind 4it^, it 
% a new life, fit it wen, U* coodoftfi bacgrvptedi- ilijtNV 
der to ,aHow .tu tinte to nfair the ciiniwl'.vic ws trnk 
liitheitO'iDideof ojarpwa> ... 

I even fpcak of the difealea, wcideBtfa and mui^rieA' 
daogen, which fo ofico have laetiaced our life i wbioh b- 
often we bave Jeen t$» terminate that of our fnead* jMid^uv* 
eft coniwdioni ; and from .ytwchi his goochtefs baiiatweya 
deliveiied ua. The life which we enjoy, it like a perpetual 
mirade, ttafrefofc^ of bi^diyincjnqccy,: TheiinK wJiivll. 
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ON THS-nmOYMERT OF TIME. l^t 

n left to Qi,* is the confequence of an infinity oF tender 
mrrcif I and grace, which con^ofes the thread and the train. 
ai it were, of your life : Every moment we breathe, ia 
fike a new gift we receive from Clod; aiitl to wafte that 
time, and thefe momenti, in a deplorable ini'iifity, is to 
tnfnit that Infinite Goodners, which has granted them to 
Qi; to difHpateanineftim^le grace, which it not onrdue; 
jut(l to deliver up to chance the price of oor eternity. 
Behold, my brethren, the Grft gnilt attached to the lort of 
time : It ii a precious treafUre left .to u», -though vre no 
longer have any right to it ; which ii given to us, for the 
fliirpole abneoF porchafing the kingdom of heaven ; and 
which we diflipate, as i thing the moft vile and contempt!-, 
ble, and of which we know not any ufe to make. 

In the world, we wotild regard that man as a fool, who, 
Jheirlo a great fortune, fhoald aHow it to be wafled, through 
want of care and atteiKion ;' and Hiould make no ufe of ir, 
either t9 laife htmfelf to places and dignities, which might 
draw him from obfeurily, or in order to confirm to him- 
felf, a folid tflabliOinieat, which might place him in future 
beyond the reach of any reverfe. 

But, my brethren, time is that precioas treafure, which' 
we have inberited from our birth, and which the Almighty 
leaves to uiihrough pure compafEon: It is inourpolFeflion, 
and it depends upon onrfetvcs tb hiake a proper ufe of it. 
Jt it not in order to exalt ourfelves to frivolons dignities 
bere below, or to worldly grandeun': A)a»! vrbatever paf* 
fes away, is too vile to be the price of time, which is itfelt 
..At price of- eternity : It is in order to be placed in the 
.heanns above, at die flde of Jefus Chrift ; It is in order 
to fepatate us from the crowd of the children of Adam, 
above all Cx&rf and Kin^ of the eardh inihat'immorta) 
\ fociety 
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|'wct^V:of-tt>e1»t>py< wb» ftalllill be iiii|s. and wbb& 
tvigo fliaJl ha^e no -bounds, biKthofe of etemhyb 

I ■ ,1 ■,■-■■:■; 

What fnadnfeffi, then, to mikeno nreof atmfnre.fo m- 
eflim^bl« : In Trivi^Us anuifcnirati, to wafie Uitt time, 
which taay be the pnce of eternal filVatton ; ind to allow 
the hopes of our immaitality, to be. diiGpated in' fnoket 
Yes, ny brethren, there Is not a day, aahour,:a'mcuient; 
but whit^b, propoly employed, nny sicrit aibcaven. ' A 
Gngle day lot, .ought, tberefore, toi leave to ui nmatits, ' 
K thoitfand titties more lively and poignant, than tbc fajlnre 
of the greatell worldly profpeds ; yet, neveithelefs, ihi| 
timeii a' burden to us: Our whole life Is only one continu- 
ed fcience toktGeit; andJafpile ofallouranxieiieitoiwafti 
it, there always, however, remains more than we know 
}}OWto eiilploy; ai>dyet,'thethutg ufxmiKe' earth wel^ve 
4he rmaUefi vaJoe' for, ii our kime '. Our a£ts of kindnefii, 
;we relnvc for our friends : Our bounties, for our depend^ 
cms: Our riches, forourcfatldtenandielattoas: OurpniIe», 
for ihofe who appear worthy of them ; Our tinn we give 
fo all the world : WeexpoCc'iti at I may fay, a prey » 
al) mankind : They even .do u« a pleafure in delivering ub 
from it : It is a weight, as it were, which we fupport in the 
midft of the world; while incelTaDtfy in fearch' of fodieDne 
who may eafe us of its burden. In this manner, tim^, 
that gift of God, that moft precious hielling of kis clem- 
ency, and which ought to. be the price of our elernityv 
occafions 4II ovir embarralTinents all our wearinefles, anfl 
becomes the aoAopprclIive bunden of our life. 

But a fccond reafon, which makes us feel, iRiIl more fenfii. 
bly, our abftirdily in fet^ttg To Uttle Valtte upon the time 
the Almigbiy leaves to us, is,' that not only it is the price 
of our etenrity, bat likswife, it il Qioct, ajid we cannot 

haftep 
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&lfliHi.t09 iBUCit to eoiplcrf it to aSvantagc. For, my. 
bre^ren, kad We-eveii a long (eries of ages to exiR upon 
. the earth, ttnt fpac« vronldi in truth, bs ftill too fhon to 
W etnplcrftd in tneritiag ev«rl^ing tupptneft ) ycl its du- 
Mlion would at lodft enable ui to retrieve tbofe accidents! 
(ofles. The ddy* tuid nioi*ems loA, would at leafl rorin 
bafy B poiftt, rcafc«)y perAptible, in that long feries oi 
Jigei w.r fliould have to paft bete below. But, alat ! Our 
whole life is itfelf but an imperceptible point : The Iqngefb 
endures io little : Oift days and our years are Ihut up in 
fiicK narrow lim^i^ thatwc fctf not what Wc^can have Aill 
to lofe, in a fpacc fo ftort and n^id. W« are only, aa I 
may fay, a moment up«n the aarth ;. like ^fc fiery eK- 
l)ailMion», whiflh, in tbe obfcurity of night, are Teen wan^' 
diSrinj in the air, we ottlyapptfar, to vanilli in a moment, 
and be repliingcd, for cv«rf into duroriginal and everlafi. 
iag daritneft : The exhibiiion we mate to ibe world is bue 
a fldOi, which is extirtgiliflidd afatoli in tbe fame moment 
ttexiJI*: We fay it Ou^elVeasveryday. Abst Uawcan 
we vike days and bodi^ df reft, from a lifa, which i> itfetF 
hit a monrenl P And beRdes, it you retrench friim that 
AOmnit, all you are under the ntccflity of allowing to the 
itHlifpenfable aecefliftes of the body, to tbe duties of your 
JUlion, to UBCXptfSed tfvMtt, and the inevilaftle complai- 
fimces duti to ibciety, wbai remains fur yourfdf, for God, 
and for etcrrnty ? And ar^ we not wonby of pity ; we. 
Who know Qoi bow (o employ (be little which ranains to 
M, and who B^uuhe iiffi^utcc of a tfioufand aniiices to 
abridge iu duration P 

' To Ae Kttle time, my bretbres, we have to Kve upon 
the earth, add the number of paft crJmos, which we have to 
expiate in thit Ihoct iliterval. How many iniquities are 
0<rile£led upon our heftdt, (ince our iirft yeqn : Atas I Ten 
Vf L. I. A a lives, 
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lives, like pan, would Tcarcely Tuffice to expiate a part of 
tliem : The time would fiill be too fliort ; and U would be 
necelTaryto call upon thegoodnefi of God, to prolongtbe 
duntion of our penance. Great God ! What portion can 
remain to me for pleafurea and indolence, in a life fo (hort 
and fo criminal as mine ? What place, then, can frivolous 
fports and amufements find iff ati interval fo rapid ; ^d 
' which altogether would not fuffice to expiate a fingle one 
•f my crimes? 

Ah ! my brethren, do we even think upon it ? A crimi- 
nal condemned to death, and to whom a Tingle day is only- 
allowed to endeavour towards obtaining his pardon, would 
be find hpurs and moments Hill to trifle away ? Would he 
complain of the length of the time, which the humanity 
and goodnefs of his judge had awarded him ? Would he 
be embarraffed how to ufe it 7 Would be fearch for frivo- 
lous amufements to aflift him to pafs thofe precious mo> 
m«nts, which were left him to merit his pardon and de- 
liverance? Would be not endeavour to profit by an inter- 
val fo decilive with rc^rd to his delliny ? Would he not 
replace, by the anxiety, vivacity, and continuance of his 
exertions, what might be wanting from the brevity of the 
lime allowed to him 1 Foots that we are I our fentence is 
pronounced ; our guilt renders our condemnation certain : 
We are lett a fingle day to Oiun the evil, and to change the 
rigour of our eternal decree : And this only day, this rapid 
day, w^indolently pafs in occupations vain, flotbftll, and 
puerile. 

This precious day is a burden to us. wearies us ; we 
feek to abridge it ; fcarcely can we find amufements fuffi- 
cient to fill the voiA; the evening arrives, without our 
having made any other ufe of the day left to us, than that 

of 
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of rcnderiog ourfelvet ftill more worthy of the condemiM' . 
tion we had already merited. And beRdes, my brethrea, 
bow do we know, that the abufe o( the Azy, left to ns by 
the Almighty's goodner>, will not oblige hit juIUcc to 
abridge, and to cut of a poition of it ? How many unex- 
peCled accidents may aireft us in a courfe To limited, and 
crop, in their faireft bloQbms, the hopes of a longer life ! 
How many fudden and afloniflung deaths do we fee ; and 
generally the jufi puniOmicnt ol the unworthy ufe they had 
made of life .' What age has ever witnefled more of thefe 
melancholy examples ? Formerly Uiefe accidents were rare 
and Angular ; at prefent, they are events which happen 
cveiy day. Whether it be, that our cripies have drawn 
4own upon us this punifiiment ; whether it be, that excefles 
unknown to our forefathers lead us to them ; but at prefent 
they are the deaths moft common and frequent. Nuiriber, 
if you can, tbofe of your reUtiom, friends, and connec- 
tions, whom a fudden death hat furprifed without prepara- 
tion, repenUnce, or a moment allowed them to refle£l upon 
themfelvei, upon that God whom they have offended, and 
upon thofe trriihei wJiicfa, far from detefling, they nevei 
had leifure fufficieiitly to be acquainted wilh. 

Will you tdl us after this, {hat there are many fpare mo. 
menti in the day : That we mufl contrive to amufe ourfelves 
idme W9y or other ? 

There are many Ipare moment! in the day ? But youp 
guilt, confifts in leaving them in that frightful void: The 
days of the upright are always full. Spare moments in the 
day: Butare your duties always fulfilled? Are your boufcs 
regulated, your children. inflruQed, the affliSed reliev- 
ed, the poor vifited, the work* of piety accompliOied ? 
Time is fhort : Your obliguioni 16 infinite ; and you can 

fiii; 
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AiU 6nd fo many fpare momrarB ia (he «Uy ? Mf Ooit 
How maity hojy cbaraflen h?vc in faHtude complained 
that their days palled too rapidty away ; bave borrowed 
from the night, what the brevity, of tbe <ky had uktiO f roE* 
their labours and zeal ; have lamented, even in the caltB 
and leifure of their folitude, that fufSeient tioie remaiiw^ 
not for them to publifh thy pnife^, and eternal mercies i 
And we, charged with a multiplieily ot cares ; we. iaMit 
midll of the folicitudes and enga^meoU df the age, which 
abforb almoll all our days and roonentt; we, rerponfibk 
to our rekttoRs, to our children, to our frientb, to our in- 
feriors, to our fuperiors, to our Qations. to o«r eoitnlry* 
for fuch an infinity ot duties j we Aill End a void in our 
life ; and the little which reroains to us, we think too long 
fo be employed in ferving and bleffiog tby bolytname P 

- But we are happy, yon fay, when we know how c^ 
amufe ourfelvei^ and innocently to pafs away the ttBC* 
But how do you know that your courle is not already tan j 
and that yon do not perhaps touch the faul moment which 
commences your eternity 7 Does your tine bekmg to you, 
to be difpofed- of as you pleafc ? Time itfelf pafles away fo 
foon ; and are fo many amufsmsnts neccflary to afOft it in 
paiBng ftitl more rapidty f 

But, is time given to you for nothing ferious, great, and 
eternal ; nothing worthy of the elevation and deftiny of 
man ? And the ChriAian and inheritor of heaven, is he 
npon the earth, only to amufe himfdf ? 

. But are there not, you fay, mar^ innocent reereatiofls 
in life ? I grant, there are many : But recreations foppob 
pains and cares, which have preceded them ; while yout 
whole life is one continued reere«ioD. Bccreationc are 
permitted 
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penoiUed tolhoTe who, after fulfilling tbck duties,. are uu-< 
der tbe neceffitj- of according iamt momenti of Tefanatioa 
10 the weakiicb of bunau nature : But you, if yea tart 
pccafion for reJaxation, it is from the continuaiioe of your 
pleaAires, ud evea what you call your recreations : It il 
fi6ai the rage of iaordinate f;anung, of which the dun- 
tion and earnefl attention neceOary, befides the lofs of time, 
render yoo incapable, on guiding it, of applicaliea to any 
other duty of your flation. What recreation can you fin4 
in « lawlefs and houndleT) paflion, which occupicB almoft 
)Vur whole life ; ruim your health; deranges yourfortune* 
and renders you the continual fpon of a mifecable chwce? 
And it is not with fuch cbaraQers that we find neither or- 
der, ruk, or.d^ipUneP AiUerious duties forgotten; dif- 
orderiy fervUts ; children sitferably educated ; aBarrs de* 
dining ; and public fcorn and conlenipt attached to their 
nmes, and their unfortunate poflertty ? The pfiffion oF 
Hanung is slmoft aeirer unaccompanied ; and to thofe of 
wielex efpeeiallj, it always thelburce^ or cheocMCon of 
a)jt tbe others : Thefe are tbe recreatiosa you believe inno. 
sent, and neceBary to S.II up the enpiy moBicnls of the day. 

Ah J tny brethren, how many of the reprOlMe, in the 
Biidft oE their u^mQi and punilknsents* entreat from ibe 
mercy of God, only one of thofe moments, which we 
koov not how to employ ; and. could their rcqucft be 
granted, what ufe would they not male of that prccioui 
moment f Howmaxiy tears a£compun3ian and pcoilence! 
How many' prayers and fuppHatints,. to foften tbe Father 
of SJercjes, and to Jnduce his paternal feelings to leAorc 
to tbemhiiafiedion! This only moment is nevertheJefs re- 
fufed: Tine, tbeyaretold, exilU no more forthem; and 
yon find yourfelves embanafled with the little you are 
left ? God will judge you, my brethren ; and oii the bed 

of 
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of deadi, and in that terrible hour which fitall' rurprife 
you, in vaia Ifaall you demand a little- more time : In vain 
{hall y6o promife to God, a mote Chriftian ufe of what 
you will cndeavoDr to obtain: Hii juftice, without pity, 
will cut the thread of your days : And that time, which 
now oppreflci and cmbarrafTes you, Ihall then he denied. 

But in what our blindnefs here is ftill more confpicuoiu, 
it, that not only the time which we lofe with fo much in- 
difierence and infenGbility, is fhort and precioui, but like- 
wife iireparable ; for once lofi, it ii for ever gone, with- 
out refource. 

1 fay trreparable : For, in the firS pkce, richei, hon- 
oun, reputation, and favour, though once loft, may again 
be retrieved. We may even replace eachnf thcfe lolTei, 
by other acquirements, which will repay us with ufuiy : 
But the motnentfi loA in inutility, are fo many mieans of 
falvation, which we never again cm poflefs, butwhichan 
for ever cut off From the number, which God, in his com- 
paffion, had allotted to us. Indeed, in a fpace fo fiiott u 
we have to live, there canoot be a doubt, but that the Al- 
mighty hod his particular defigns, with regard to each of 
our days and mometUs ; that be hath marked the ufe we 
ought to have made of them i theeonnefiion they were to 
have with our eternal falvaiiot^ ; and that to each of thent 
he hath atuched affiftances of grace, in order to confum. 
mate the work of our fanQificatton. Now, ihefe days and 
moments being lofi, the grace attached to them mult be 
equally fo: The momenu of God are fioifhed, and re- 
turn no more : The courfe of hii ifiercies is r^ahued : 
We believed they were only ufelcfs moments we had loll ; 
and with them we have lolt ineflinable fuccours of grace ; 

which 
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wbicti we find - dedufied from thore the goodath of God 

had dcftined lor lu. 

In ihe Jicond place, Irrepuable, hecaufe every day, 
every moment, ought to advance us a ftep nearer hea- 
ven : Now, the days and moments lofi leaving us in ar^ 
rear, and the duration of our courTe being alfo detenninedt 
the end arrives when we are yet at a difiance ;' when there- 
ii no longer tjroe ^o fupply the remainder of (he career ; 
or, at leaA, to regain the lofi moments, and reach the goal, 
we nufi double our fpeed : In one day, fill up the courfe 
of many years ; qtake the mo0 heroic exertions ; and haf- 
tep in a degree, even beyond our ftrenglh : Proceed to ex- 
ccflei of holinefs, which are miracles of grace, and ot. 
which the generality of men are incapable ; and confummate, 
in fipall interval, fwhat ought to be the lahonr of a whole 
life. 

In tbe la^ place. Irreparable, with refpeil to the works 
of penance and reparation, of which, in a certain period 
of life, we are capable,- but are no longer fo, when we 
wait the infirmities of a more advanced age. For, after all, 
it is in vain to fay th»i, that God expcQs not impolGbili- 
tiei; that ibere is a penance for every age ; and that reli- 
gion does not with us to hafien our days, under the pretext 
of expiating our crimes : It is you who have placed your- 
felves in this Rate of impoifibility : Your'finsdiminilh not 
your obligations : Guilt mufl be puniihed, in order to be 
eSiiced. The Almighty had allowed you both time and 
flrength, to fatisfy this immutable and eternal law : This 
time you have waded in accumulating new debts : This 
ftrength you have exhaufled, either by new excefles, or at 
Icall, without making any ule of it, to. further (he de- 
figns of Cod refpefUng you ; The Almighty mull there- 
fore 
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lore do, whw yoB have nerer done yourfelvcs, andpuntlk 
ihcr your death, the crimes you bave-oev«r b«t» inclin- 
ed to expiate during your life. 

' Thitisioftjr, in order to coaccntnte at) Uiefe reflc£t(on«, 
that -wilh every moment of our life, it i> as with our deaiH- j 
We die only eou : and from thence we conclude, thac 
«e mufi die' in a prc^fter ft«M, ' beCanfe (h«re is rio ioo- 
•er a poffibility of returning, to repair,- by a fecond death 
the evil ot the firll': In like manner, we only once exM, 
fiicband tueh nioinems : We cannot return upon ourfteps, 
•sd, by Commencing a nfew roitd, repair 'the erron and 
faults of oor firft path : In like manner, every tnomeift- of 
our life which we facrifice, becomes a potnt fixed for our 
«teroi.ly ; that moment lolt, (hall change no more : I( fhaif 
Aeraally be <h* fame ; it will be recalled tons, fnch ai-wtt 
bad paOed it, and will be marked with that ineffaceaMd ' 
fiamp. How mifetable, tben is our blindncfs, my brethren ; 
«c, wbofc life is <mly oite. continued atteniion to Mi the 
lime vhich returns no more, and widi fo rapid a cotirfr, 
flies to precipitate iifelF into the abyfs of eternity f 

Great God ! Thoa who art the Tovereign difpenfer of (imeS 
and moments*: -Thou, in wbofe bands are our days and our 
years, with what eyes muS thou behold us lofing and difli- 
pating the mottcnts of which thou alone knoweft the dura' 
tlon) of which, M in-cvocable ch»a£lers, thou baft nurk' 
«i (be cotHfe and meafure ; momenls^ which tbou draweR 
from (be treafureof ihine eternal mercies, lo»lk>wustine' 
for penitence ; Moatents, which ever}- day, thyjuAice pref" 
fes thee to abridge, as a puni(hm«it for their abufe ; mo> 
mcnts, which, every day before our cjes, thoa rcfulclt to 
ii>many (inncri, tefs culpable tban we, whom a terrible 
death furprifes,' »nd drags into Uie gulf.of thine eternat 
vengeance ; 
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vnignnce : Momenu,' in a word, which we llnll hot per- 
haps long enj<^ ; and of which thou £Don inteodeft to ter- 
minate the melancholy career I Great God, Behold the 
greatefi, and the heft part of my life, already paft, and 
wbt^Iy loft : In all my days, there faai not hitherto been a 
fingle ferious one : A fingle day for thee, for my falvation, 
and fur eternity : My whole life is hut a vapour, which 
leaves nothing real or folid in the hand of him who recaU 
it. Shall I, to tbe-end, drag on my dayj'in diis melancholy 
inutility ; in this wearinefs which purfues me, in the midft 
of my pleafures, and the efibm which unavailingly I make 
to avoid it ? Shall the laft hour furprife me, loaded with 
the void of my whole year* ? And in all my courfe, fhali 
there be nothing ferioui or important, but the laft moment, 
which will terminate it for ever, and decide my evcrUfting 
deAiuy 7 Great God ! what a life, for a foul deftined to 
^erve Thee, called to tbe immortal fociety of thy Sou, and 
thy faints, enriched with thy gifts, and in confequcnce ot 
them, capable of works v(prthy of eternity ! What a life, 
t* that life, which, in* reality, .is nothing, has nothing in 
view, and filjs up a time which is deciGve of its eternal 
4eAiny, in doing nothing, and reckoning as well paifcd, 
thofe days and hours which imperceptibly flip away i 

But if inutility be oppdRte to the price of time, irregu- 
larity and maltiplicity of bccupations are not lefs fo, to the 
■proper order of time, and to the Chriftian ufe we ought to 
make of it. You have juft feen the dangers of a flotbful, 
and I will now lay down before you the inconveniencies of 
■ft hurried liiiE. 

Part II. To every thing we have hitherto faid, mybre- 
.thren, the majority of thofe who liftM to me, have no 
.dojuht fecretly oppofed, that their life^iTaay thing but Qoth- 

VoL. I. B b ful 
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•Ibt-andufdeTi; tbtt tcwcclyon^tbcy Ik&pe. fbrtheclia* 
4iet, good ofiocsr ud «MUc&eiigagcfiMiiti-of tboir fiatioo* ; ' 
that .ibey live ia. aa -ocmtl vicUfitvdc ot ocoupatunwiMil 
fcu£i)tffv which aMori}a tbdr whete life ; awl .tbM l^ 
ibink'tliemrelvn happy, -wbrq they «ui loctHBpUfli-a mo* 
jMtit for tbemfelvet, ud «njoy u JeiliiR, the jtMlka 
which their fbrtoM. denica to than. 

• Nwrr tfaisy.'Oiy'itfethreR, it 3 aBW-imy of diiuTing tlin«^ 
ftill more dangerMit than evcB ioHiiltty tnd indoleaee. Ia 
«ficfi the Chriftian tt[e of tine, i« not raereJy the filliog 
vp of all-itt mommts ; it is that «f filling them op in ofder, 
and accovding to the will of tbs .Loidt who givesithoia'lo 
u>i The life of faitt. isA life e( ngoUrity aodwiTdaiai 
Fancy, peffion^ pride, and enpadity, ttc^fe prindpln 
•f c«idu£l. finoe they theinfdwti arc oaly sdorangcaoeal 
•f -the mind and heart ; .andthit ovderatut Ma&jn oughtl* 
he our only ^dci. 

Nsvenhclefsihe Gfc of -the »ajority«f tnen,.iaa<Iite 
always occupied, and always ufeleft ; always laborious wd 
«rwaysvoid: Their paflioni give bifth to all tbcirm«tion*c 
Thefe ar« the grept rpting* fvhifh i^itaiemeii; mfbc then 
run here and there like madmcQ ; and leave them not a Ga^ 
■glc moment's tnnquiUity ; and in fiUieg up all ttieir sio> 
ments, tbey feek not to fulfil their dotiet, but 4o deliver 
themfelvei up to their reftleflheft, and to fatiil'y their ins- 
quitoua defirec. . . 

But in what doth this order confift. which ought to fw> 
gulate the oieafure of our occupationi, and to faoQiFy th« 
nCeof ourtimep Itcanfini, inilie firftplaee, in tiniitin^ 
ourlelyes to the «ccup«lieii& .utached to our ■ flation» : la 
not tedjag plu^ei U4 litiwieiHwhich. ta»y aaitifly 4wm t 

■and 
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and- iit' nor ifatonfi^. unoiQ our duties^- tbe ani iaA. 
ci^MiafffncnH^ ifhitii inxiety, oroar pafltom, alotR get 
amtC^ wftUn- w. SA^ondly.,. Hvweve^ agittoed majr bs 
•nr-fltuationl, lUidft allouroccupuionr, to: Kgard « tfa« 
VKtft-efliBtlil, sod' ihr okA privilrged, thbfir we dweto 



■ I Taif,. in'tfae fitftplan, not-to irdteBnobn^theocaiu- 
fHOiebi vrtitch fimfiiff the ufe of- onr tisir, . dwfc 'iriikb 
xdUcAifcfi* artlM'{wfiaa»aloKgeii«3te. t 

. AeUtfibefct ¥«, my bratbivn, wc aU- wift lo- tfmd 
«niiri*ei; TotWgeaeralhy of nra,. ngthingicmoreDie* 
lalidwty Mid AfagrecAlei titan to Sod. themfEiTss alond^ 
■nd oUignl. to tvriew tbair own hearti. Aa vain paffiona 
katry lA wyafi'.ht many fangnaal attacbmdDU flain-vi i 
Bod'at Aaoy tlwafaada iHtcitJ ifcfii!« ocoap)' evny RMtDeat 
of oos heart ;' in ehtetiog into oarfeJV«f < vre find caty ai 
onlwer oi d«th, a frigbdul v«id; cniel nwotks, dark 
-dHn^Ui and nelanAoly leflcfiionr. Wa. rearcli; there* 
{tmi in dw variety of eeeiipatioiMr and' oodtifloal dittian 
^mOt an sblivioR of ourTriver: Wff'dtead leilUR aailiB' 
i^nri(rf acearincftj aid wsexpeft lofi&d indie confuBo* 
^d tavMi^iiiy^ «xiniial earn,- that iiaf]i]f))intoximiorir 
wMch CB^lHiu-tSfgOABwitiioaoparUfvlng k^ andmikn* 
m no longer to feel the weight of ourfelvei. 

But alul we deceive our(ch«si Wcarincfi it nrvdr 
loutidibut inirr^olariiy, aiidiivaliCsef cottfufiMi, whete 
MWiy tbiagir outof: iti'^ace-i 'It ii i» Hving by haxard, 
that wa are a bwdeil! to AinilrtTtt: that we continuslly 
-fcwpch afitr tmr ocaopMiant, aitd tbatdifgtift Tdob ohIigA 
'W to repent tim mtc ner ttmght for them ; that wc incef- 
■hatiy cbangeM* SauiwB, ia ofdor to'^ from oiirfetve»;. 
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■nd thit wberevw we go,- we carrfourfdvet rln zword, tlu£ 
our^ whc^ life ii but a diverfified wet, to than weniaels,' 
and a miferable talent to find it. Wherever order is not. 
wearineb nrall neceflarily be tound : and Ear from a life o{ 
inegalarityandcoiiinfion beingaTetned)r, ODthecontniy. 
it it tbe aoft fruitful fource, and univerial caate of it. 

TbejuRfouIiwboIive inregntarity ; they who yield nc 

diing to capricsand temper; whofe every occupation isicx- 
afily wbcrcitoughttobe; whbfemomemsaie filled up, ac-^ 
cording to their deftination, and to the will of the Lord who 
diiefit lh«n, find in order, a pcrte3 remedy againft, and 
prote£Uon fromwearinefi. That wife onitonnity in the'prac- 
tice of duties, which appear fo gloomy in the cyet of tbe 
world, is the fource-o^ their joyi and of that happy eqaality 
of temper, which nothing can deranga: Never embarraBed 
with the prefent lime, which-flatedduticaoccupy: Neveru 
twin with regard to the future, foTwhicbnew;dutieiare-ar. '' 
ranged : Never delivered upto tbetnftlvea, by the change of 
occupation!, which Qicceed each other : Their days appear 
as moments, becaiife every momsnt ii in its pbce : Time 
liai^i not upon them, becaufe it always has its diAio£UoD 
•nd ufe : and in the arrangement of an uniform an ocoipied 
Jife, theyfindthatpeace, and that joy, which tbe reft of mea 
invainfearcbforintbeconfafieAof acootinuaLagitaliinii 

ReftlelTners, by multiplying our occupatioiu, leaves us, 
therefore, a prey to wearinefi and difgiift ; nchr yet dou it 
fan£lify the ufe of our time : For if the moments, not re- 
gulated by tbe order of God, are niomem* loft, however 
occupied they may otherwife be ; if-tbe life <^ man oogfat 
to be a life of wifdom and regularity, where every occupa< 
tion has its allotted place ; what can be more oppofite to 
fuch a life than this incoafifteocy, tbefe eternal fiufiuatioH 
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in vbicb'refllefiaeft If akcs U5 paf« .our tine f ButUie p«f. 
JoM whichkcep us iit pcfpctual aMi<iD,.do hot lona for 
in more legiumate employmentt. 

- Yet, my brethren, I knowtbat it ii only ina ceitain age of 
life, thattwe appear occupied widrfrivolity apA plcafiirea ; 
tbore ferious cares, and more rolid avocations fucceed to' 
tbe indolence, and to tbe vain anuGemeots of onr younger 
years; andraltecwaJUng onr .youth in ilbtb and io.plcarures, 
we appropriate our.niaturity..'io our country, to Eohrne, 
and to ourielves ; but fitll witb refpeft to heaven wc con- 
tinue the lame. I coafefs ;tbat we owe our Cervices to our 
conhtry, to oub Sovereign, and to tbe nationaT cares ; that 
vnoqgft the mnlibec of duties piefcribed to U8<by rcHgiw* 
it 'places- that of zaal fior obr S^vereigd, and foi tbe inte- . 
.xeft aadcglory of our counfrjr ; and that religion alone can 
form Ulhful fubje&, anil citizens ever, ready to ' lacrifice 
« their all for tbe>genenl good. But religion wtflies not that 
pride and ambition fliould raflily pkog|e us in pUbUc af> 
■&in ; and that we fltould anzioufly endAi^ur by all poQt- 
.bie means, by imrigue and folicitations, to atuin places, 
■wtiue, owing every thing td. others, not a moment is teft 
•for omfelves : Religiqn. wilhea us. tO' dre4d:tbcft tumultqp 
.nsu lituatkuu : to give.ourfelves up to them with rtgtet and 
'trembling, when tbe order of God, and the sutboDt^of 
our mailers, call us to them ; and where the choice (eft ta 
-us,always torprefer the fsfctyand leifure of a private flatioQ,- 
ID the dangers and eclat ot .deities and places, i Alas I ' 
We have a Piort time toexift upon tbe earthy and the {aly»> 
tion, or eternal condedinatioir which awaits.ns, is-fo near, 
that ever)- other care-otigbtto be melancholy' and .burden 
fome to us ; and every thing which diverts our attention 
'from that grand objefi, for'whicb we ar£ allowed only a 
liBaU poitioo of days,' txigbt to appear as the heavieft mtv 
fprtone., 
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Ibfnm^. Tb&'u not* nqxim-oF piiA:fptrifbaIii]rVAal 
«bt firft iiiaKiiB,'aiiil.theioBiHlitioa «f Oh^iftitiii^. 

NcTcnhelers, ambition, pride, and all our pafiions, unite 
to renderi private life inruppoitdrie ions.' Wbtt in life 
we dread nio^i it a lot andaftalioiiwhidileaTe'in to our* 
felvet, and do not eftablifii ut apon othert, W« tan&dt 
licitber the order of God, nor tbe jriewi vF. nligion,' nor 
the dangcnoT a too' aptated ^hnation, noi the liaj>piaeff 
which faith, pointa oat in a. private and; tranqoil fl«.iM^ 
where we have trothiog butiourfdwa to wifwer for, and 
tnqatm]j not even our talents; we coAfutt oufy our paH 
Sons, and that infatiabttt deGie.of n^o^ ourMvci it w « 
•w bretfaRn ; we wiOi to Sguce upon tbci fli^e oi life, and 
hetomi grtai perJboages ; and upon a fi^, alavf wbiob 
•o<iiK»TOW ftall difappeor, and kave ur nothing nil, tut ^ 
•he puerile trouble, and pain <A having aficd upon k» 
£ven the mora thefe ftation* appear ftnraiuidcd with tw> - 
«iult and embanaftiBent; the more do tbey lypear wrartfajr 
«f our pufTuit : We wifh to be in evcry-.tUhg : Siat lei* 
fare fo dearioa religitHiifou], to ar^pwan IbaoDfoI and 
MBMij Every thihg v4iich divide* u) betwixt the pnUic 
«nd oerfetvCi : Every thinj; which gives to oibeMao abfoU 
)nte ri^t over ottr liloe ; - Every thing whidi-i^Bngct ■• 
into that abyGi of cam and aghatient,' which credit, fat' 
woUr, and confidention drag HfceJr them, aifefis, attraOs, 
umA ttanrpottt ut. That, the tnsjority of men inconfide- 
ntely create to themrdvet a tunnltnoii* and imitated, life^ 
which the Almighty never required of tbemj and «agerly 
Aefc for caret, where ibdy- aannot be in JaCety, anleft tbe 
Mdnof God had prepared them foroa>r 

-Indeed, wa fometitnei hear tbem eompliininf of that 
-•ndlefi agitattoM iafepanUtf froyn-thcir placet. { figl|iag for 
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itk, and enTyii^ ^^lot of a tnnquit and private ftation j 
fcpeatingi tbat it lliould indred bs time to live for tbem> 
felvea, after bzvingib Ion); lived lor othen. But tbde am 
nerdy words of courfe : The^ feem to groan under the 
might of a&ira ; bat with much more i]neafiae& and 
grief, would they Aipport the weight of Uifure and of a 
private condition ; They empJay one part of thnr life, in 
fti^KglioS againit t^ch other for the tuintili of place* «ad 
employ menti, aod the other they employ ia lamenting tbo 
■litfortune of 'baving otttaiaod them. It ii a bngiuge of 
raoity : Tbey wonld^ wilh to iqipcar fupetior to their for. 
tune ; and tbey arc not fo, to the fiqalleft i«verfef or the 
ll^itcft fymptom.of coldnefi which threatens them. Be. 
hold' hew our pzfGom create occupatiou and embarralT' 
merits, which Ood Fr<|aired ^not: and deprive us of a 
time, whofe value We Diatlbe ignorant of, till we reach 
(hat laft moment, when time finiAes, and eternity begim. 

Yetfiill mj^fjt^Tta, in tbemtdftof the endlefs occupa. 
tioos attached to your flationi, were you to regard ax the 
molb privUegcd, thole conneOed with yow falvation, you 
woutd in fome mnfure at leafl, repair the diflipation of tbat 
portion of your liEcj which the world and the cares of this 
earth entirely occupy. But it is ftill in thi> point that our 
blindnefs is dcpkvabk : We cannot find time for our eier> 
nal &Vvation. That which ^fe bellow on fortune, the du. 
ties of a charge, the good offices f xpe£led frqm our fia> 
tion, the care of the body, and attentions to drefs; that 
which we jgive to Jriendfhip, fociety, recreation, and cus- 
tom, all ^pcar efTcotiBlandindifpenfable; WeevcRdare 
pot encroach upon, or limit thefe : We carry them be-^ 
yosd the bounds of even reafbn and necefliiy; and a(-lifit 
is tpo fiiort, and our day* too rapid, to fuifice for aUi 
wltattvei: werctxeach, is fcom the caret of out ratvatiwi *. 
' . ' . Ia 
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la the miiliiplictly of oor occapattona, we are fure to facri' 
fice tbofe which we ought to beftow on eternity. Y«, my 
brethren, in place of retrenching from our amufeinent)^ 
from the ceremonies which idlene£s alone has eitahliJh* 
ed ; From the duties which ambition - multiplies ; Irom 
ib€ cares and ' attentions which we beftow' on a .vatn 
drefs, which cuftomand effeminacy have rendered endlefs: 
In place'of retrenching from thefe, at leaftfome little time 
every day, fcarcely do they leave us fome accidental re- 
mains, which by chance have efcaped from the world and 
pleafure: Some rajnd moments, the worid wifhes not; 
with which we are perhaps embairaSed ; and which we 
know not how to dilpoie of otberwife. So long as the 
world chufes to engage us ; fo long as it continues to offer 
pleafurcs, duties, trifles, and complaifancea, we yield our- 
fclves up to it with delight. When all is over, and we no 
longer know how to fill up our vacant hours, we then con- 
fecraie to fome languid praffices ot religion, thofe outcaft • 
moments, which weanriefs, or a'deficicncy of pleafures, 
leaves us : Properly fpcaking, they are moments of recre- 
ation, which we beftow upon ourfelves rather than upon 
God: An interval, we place between the world and us. in ' 
oriler to return to it with more relilh ; and breathe a little 
from the fatigue, the difguft, andthcfatiety, which are the 
neceffary confequences of a life devoted to the world and 
pleafures, which, prolonged beyond a certain meafure, are 
immediately followed by wearinefs and lallitude. 

Such is the ufe, which even perfons, who deck them- 
felves out with a reputation for virtue, make of their time. 
Their wiiole life is one continue dand criminal preference, 
given to the world, fortune, ceremony, and pleafures, 
above the buHnefs of their falvation : All is filled up by 
what they give to ribeir nuQers. "friendsi places, aad appe- . 
"" tites, 
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titet^ and nothing remains for God and for etemity. Ic 
would appear, that time is giveo to us, in the Erft place, 
'for the world, ambition, and earthly cares ; and Oiould any 
portion of it happen afterwards to remain, that we are en- 
titled to pVaife, when we bellow it on our lalvation. 

Great God ! For what purpofe dofl thou leave ui on the 
earth, but to render ourfelves worthy o( thine eternal pof- 
feflion ? Every thing we do for the world, (hall perifh with 
it ; whatfocver we do for thee, Qiall be immortal. All our 
cares and attentions here, are in general for mafters, un- 
grateful, unjuft. difficult to pleafe, weak, and incapable 
of rendering us happy : The duties we render to thee, are 
given to a l^rd and Mafier, faithful, jufl, compal&onate, 
almighty, and who alone can recompenfe thofe who fervc 
Iiim : The cares of the earth however brilliant, are foreign 

I to us ; they are unwonhy of us ; it is not for them we are 
created ; we ought only to devote ourfelves to them as they 
pafi, in order to fatisfy the tranfiioiy ties they exad from 
us, and which conneCl us with mankind: The 'cares of 
"eternity alone are worthy of the nobility of our hopes, 
and fill all the grandeur and dignity of our deftiny. With- 
out the cares of falvation, thofe of this earth are profane 
and fullied ; they are no longer but vain, fruitlefs, and al- 
tnolt always criminal agitations ; The cares of falvitioa 
alone confecrate and fan£lify them ; give to them reality, 

^ elevation, the priceand the merit which they wanted, AH 
other cares wound, trouble, harden, and render us mifera* 
ble ; but the duties we render to thee, leave us a real and 
heartfelt joy: They ftrengthen', calm, and confole us; and 
even foften the anguifh and bitiemefs of the othen. In a 
word, we owe ourfelves to thee, O my God ! itefore maf- 
ters, inferiors, friends, or conneflions. Thou alone haft 
the firft right over our hearts and reafon, which are the 
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gifts of thy liberal hand; it is for Art, therefore, that in 
the firft place we ought to make ufe of them j and we are 
Chriftiani, before we are princes, fubjca*. public charac- 
len, or any thing elfe on the earth. 

You will perhaps tell us, my brethren, that in fulBIIing 
the painful and endlefs duties aUacbed to your ftation, you 
believe that you ferve God, accomplifli your meafure of 
righteoufaefs, and labour toward your falvation. I grant 
U: ButVcmuft fulfil thefc duties, according to the views 
of the I.ord, from motives of faith, and in the true fpirit 
of religion and piety. God reckons only what we do for 
kirn: Of all our pains, fatigues, fubmiOions and facrifices, 
he accepts only thofe which are offered to hii glory, and 
not to our own ; and our days are only hill in bis figbt. 
when they are full for eternity. All aSions, which have 
nothing for their objea but the world ; a fame limited to 
this eanh ; a periffaable fortune ; Tome piaifes they may at- 
tra£l to us from men ; or fome degree of grandeur antl re- 
puution, to which they may raife us here below, are nothing 
in his prefence ; or, at UaR, are only puerile amufements, 
unworthy of the majefty of his regards. 

Thus, my brethren, how different are the judgments of 
God from thofe of the world ! In the world we call beau- 
tiful that fplendid life, in which great actions are numbered, 
vi£tories gained, difficult negociations concluded, under- 
takings fuccefsfully condufled, illullrious employments 
fupported with reputation, eminent dignities acquired by 
important fervices, and exercifcd with glory ; a life which 
paffes into hiltory, fills the public monuments, and of 
which the remembrance fhall be preferved to thelateft pof- 
terity : Such, according to the world, is a beautiful life. 
But iff in all ihit, they hava fought more their own, thaii 
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fl^gloiyof pod; if Uiey have had nothing qiore in vjew 
titan tP cre£l to thenilclvci a perifliable edifice of grandeiiT 
cm the KtxHi, in vain fli^I they have furiiiflied a ^lendid 
caroertp theeye^of men; inthetigbtof God, itiiaUfc 
loft : In vain (hall hiftery record us ] wc Ihall be eflaced 
iron)' thp boa)i of Mfis, 9^ ffon the eternal hilloriet ; ip 
v^ Jball our a^ODi be the . adrniiatiqq of age* to confe ; 
tliey (h^l not be written on the iminorta) columqt of (hf 
Heavenly Templ^. , Ifi y^n Jhali wc have aCtcd a digqjfi. 
cd part upon tbe ftagc of all earthly aget ; in the' eternal 
9ge« wf fball be a; thpfe who never were : In vaiq fball our 
titles and digmtics be prcferved upon the marble and brafi 1 
as the fingers of mrn have written them, they Ih^ll perifli 
Vrith them ; qpd what the ^qgerof Gpd ih?)! have wriltei|t 
will alone endure 4$ loi^g as himfclf. In vain fliall our life 
beprppoledaaa nfodef to theuabiUon 9f our'dofccndapti ; 
jtt reality exiflii^ only in tt)e paflions of ipm, from the 
fnon^pt they (h?I! ce^fe (q have p^ffiont, aqd the objefij 
yhich inflane themflipil be annihilated) thii life fball bt 
liothing, and fball hf replugged ip^Q i)9n-^nti(y, with ihF 
>rQrld which adtntre4 it*- 

■ , f ^r cao^idty, mylrrah^n, caq yoH Ffa|ly wiO),lhat in 
fif^ ayripl and t^fitlB i^Vt ^^1 nghtetwfnefs ttfelf (ball b« 
jiidgfd, the Almighty. feflitld, give you credit; for all the 
{lyiiis, c^res, i^n^.-.difg^'you h^ve efcperjeDced and de^ 
vour^ in prder ta c^ijjf yourfalvet is the world P Tbathf 
fh^ujd . n:g9rd) a$ waU .efiplqyed, the time you bavf 
facrificed Uf- the yjiTH* iortijqe, glory, and (hp elevatita 
of your nams and race, as if y^u were spon tbe eanh only 
for yourfelTC^ ? Tb^t.he fhould pla«P antong ihc number of 
your work^of falvafipii,. ihofe which have only bad for prin- 
ciple ^mbit^on. pride, enivy, wtd felf'inlercft ; and thai be 
fluuld reckon yQVr vicft mnongft your yirtun. 

And 
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And wbat win yon be able to f«y to him, on 'tbe^bed of 
detlh, when be (ball enter into judgment with yoa, and 
demand an account of the time, which be had only ^ntcd 
you, to be employed in glorifying and fcrring him ? WiM 
you fay to him : Lord, I have gained many viftoriei ; I 
luve ufefully and glorioufly fcrred my prince and country ; 
X have eftabliOied to myfelF a great name amongft men ? 
alas! you have never been able to gain a victory over your- 
felf : You have lifefully ferved the kings of the earth, and 
you have nCglefied, with contempt, the fcrvice of the King 
of kings. You have eftabliibed to yourfcif a great name 
amongft men ; and yoar name i* tihknown-amongft the cho- 
fen of God : Time loft for eternity. Will you lay tuhim : 
I have conduced the raoft difficult negoriuions, I have 
concluded the ntoft important treaties ; I have managed the 
interefts and fortune of princes; I have been in the fe- 
crets, and in the councils of Kings P Alaa ! you have con- 
cluded treaties and alliances with men, and you have a 
thoufand times violated the holy covenant yoa have entered 
into with God : You have managed the interefts of prin- 
ces, and you have never known how to manage the inte~ 
refts of your falvation : You have entered into the fecrets of 
kings, andybn-hbTe ever been-ignbraiit-of theftcrcta of 
the kingdom of heaven : Time loft for eternity. Will yon 
fay to him ; My whole life has been only an iifceftant toit, 
and a painful and cominued occupation? atas ! you havi 
always toiled, and you have never been ablt to do any thing 
to fave your foul : Time loftfor eternity. Will you fay 
to him : I have eflablifhed nly cbildien in the world : I 
have exalted my relatitins ; I havebeenufeful tomyfriciids ■ 
I have augmented the patrimony of my ancefiors?' alas! 
you have bequeathed great eftabliflmients to your children, 
and you have not left them the fear of the I.ord, by bring' 
ing them up, and eft^liflting them in faith and in piety : 

You 
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You bare augmented the patrimony of yetir anceflors) and 
you hxft dHEpsted the giftsof grace, and die patrimbny of 
Jefuj Chrift : Time loft for eternity. Will you fify to faim ; 
I have made the moA profound fliidieij'I'haVe ehriched 
the |rablic with ufefiil and curious works j I have perfefied 
the fcicnces'hy new difcoveries; I imprbrtd my great ta- 
l«nt*,'and rendered dicmufefulto mankind? alas! The 
gteat talent confided to you, was that o( faith aAd grace; 
of which you have made no ufet' Yoa hav« rendered your- 
fdf leanfed in the fciences of irien, andyou have always 
Wen ignorant in the feience of the Holy :> Time loft for 
eternity. In a word, will you tell him : I have pafied my 
life in fulfilling the duties, and good* offices of my ftation: I 
have gained friends ; I have rendered myfelf ufeful and 
agreeable to my maflers P atai I You have had f rieudi to boaft 
of on the earth, and you have acquired none to yourfelf 
« heaven : You have made every exertion to pTfiuft men, 
and you have done nothing topleafe the Almighty: Time 
loft for eternity. 

No. my brethren, what a frightful void, the greateft part 
oi mciT. who had governed ftates and empires, who appeared 
to regulate the whole univerfe, and had filled in it the moft 
diftinguiflted places ; who were the fubje£Ls of every conver- 
fation, and of thedefitet and hopes of men ; who engrofied aU 
moft alone, the whole attentions of the earth; what a fright, 
ful void, will the)-, on the bed of death, find their whole 
life to be ? Whilft the days of the pioui and ritired foul, 
regarded by them a* obfcure and indecent, Jhall appear 
full, complete, occupied, marked each by fome vi£Vory 
of faith.andwortbyofbeing celebrated by the eternal fongi. 

Meditate, my brethren, on ihefe holy truths : Time is 
fliort ; it is irreparable : It ii the price of your eternal felt- 
city : 
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lity: ItJigivento}Wi, only ia order to render fba wortlif 
^ that felicity : CaJcubitc, t^ncfbre, what portion of it 
jw OwM beOow OD ihe wqrld, pleafuiei, focttmes V»i 
«B your lalvatiipi. My brethren, r«ys the Apofile, tims 
!■ ftMt : t^i^ (h^refgrQ i^fe the world, u not abufiag it | 
kl us pofliriil our richc*i pJaces, dignitiei and titles^ a$ 
tbou^ wc po0«Sed ihem npf ; let ut enjoy tb^ favour qf 
our fupeiiors, aad the efteem of nen, at though wc eo^ 
joyed themnot I they are <^ly Jb^dows, vbicb Vjuiilb, ^qj 
leave us for evtt ; wd let vs only reckon upoa a« rvpt in 
«ur whole life, the nonenu wbicb we bvre employed /otf 
heaven. 



S£RMO)# 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 
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The cEkTAimr of a fvtvrestate. 



, Matt. xxv. 46. 

iAm<l tkefe Jk*U go away into tuerUJling funifltment : but 
the righteous into life eteriul. 

JJemold, to what at laft Qial] be brought the defires, hopes, 
counfels, and enterprifes of men : Behold, upon wh« at 
laft Oiall rplit, the vain reflefiions of Tages and freethink- 
era ; the doubts and eternal uncertainties of unbettevers ; 
the vanpTojefisof conqueron; the monuments of human 
glory: the cares of ambition; the diftinSion of talents; 
the difqutetudes of fortune ; the profperity of empitei, 
and all the infignificant revolutions of the earth. Such 
Aiall tie the awful conclulion, which will unravel the myf- 
teri^s of-Providence, on the divtrfe lots of the children of 
Adatn, and juAify its condu£l in the government of the 
tiniverfe. This life is, therefore, but a rapid inftant, and 
the commencement of an eternal futurity. Torments, 
without end, or the delights of an immortal fdicity, (hall 
be our lot, as well as that of all men. 

Nevcrthelefs, the view of this grand obje&, which for- 
merly had been able to ftartle the ferocity of tynnts ; toRiake 
the fortitude of philofophers ; to diflurb the effeminacy 
and voluptuoufnefB of Caefan; ta foften the rooft barbar- 
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Dus nattoni ; to form fo many martyrs ; to people the deferti, 
and to bring the whole univerfe (ubmiflive to the yoke of 
&e crofi : This image, fo terrifying, it now almoft dcftined 
to alarm the timjdity of m^ly the common people : Thefe 
grand objefb are become like vulgar paintings, which we 
dare no longer expofe to the falfe delicacy of the great, and 
connoilTeurs of the world ; and the only frnit we gene- 
rally reap from this fort of difcourfes, is to make it be in- 
quired, perhaps, after quitting them, whether every thing 
thai] take place, ai we have faid. 

For, my brethren, we live in times in which the &ith of 
many has been wrecked ; in which a wretched philofophy, 
like a mortal venom, fpreads in fecret, and undertakes to 
juAify abominations and vices, againft the belief of future 
puniQiment and rewards. This evil has pafled from the 
palaces of the great, even to the people, and every where 
the piety of the jufl: is infulted by the difcourfes of irreli. 
gion, and the maxims of freetbinking. 

And certainly, I am not furprifed that diflblute mea. 
fliould doubt of a future flate, and endeavour to combat, 
or to weaken a truth, fo capable of difturbing their crimi- 
nal fenfualities. It is horrible to look forward to everlafi- 
ing mifery. The world has no pleafure, which can endure 
a thought fo (hocking; confequently, it has always en- 
deavoured to cfiace it from the heart and mind ol man. It 
well knows, that the belief of a future (late, is a trouble- 
Tome check on the human pafSons, and that it will never 
fuccccd in making tranquil and refolute libertines, without 
having firft made unbelievers. 

Let us deprive, then, the corruption of the human heart 
of fo wretched and weak a fupport : htt ui prove to diflb- 
lute 
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late fouls, that they ffaall furvive their debaucherici ; tfaat 
all die$ sot with the body ; that this life fliall finilh their 
crimei, but not their mifery ; and more completely to 
confound impiety, let ui auack it in the vain pretexti'on 
-which it depends. 

■ tjlly, who knows, fay the impious, that all dies not 
with iis ? Is that other life, of which we are told, quittf 
'certain? Who has ever returned, to intorm us of it P 

ci/y. Is it worthy of the majefly of God, lay they again, 
to demean bimfelF, by any attention to what paflei among 
Iben P What muterv it to him, that worms-of the earth, 
lik«-us, murder, deceive, and tear each other, live in luxuiy 
or intemperance ? Is it not prefumptuons in man, to fup- 
poTe, that an Ahnigbty God is occupied with htm P 

Lajlty, What likelihood, add they, that God, having 
made tn^n fuch as he is, will punilh as crimes, inherent 
inclinations to pleafare, which nature has given us. Be- 
hold the philofopby of the voluptuary : The uncertainty 
of a fntoreflate: The majefiy of God, which a vile crea- 
tare cannot offend) and the weaknefs of man, which, be- 
ing born with him, he would be unjull, of it, to conflitutc 



I^ei us then prove, in the firft place, againfl the uncer- 
tainty of the impious, that the truth of a future ftate is juf- 
tified by the pureft lights -of rcafon: Secondly, again!) the 
unworthy idea, grounded upon the greatnefs of God, that 
this troth i* jnflified by his wifdom and glory : Laftly, 
againft the pretext, drawn from the weaknefs of man, that 
it is jufiified, even fay the teilJmony of hii own confcience. 
The certainty of a future itate : The oeceflity of a future 
' Vol. I. Dd ftate: 
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fi^ti The inward ulLBowMgnunt of a futm fbbef 
3dioM the (nbjeft. and anaognaent of my difcowrfe. 

O Grod ! AUcnd not to the iafuitt, wbicli the UaTpbe^ 
mtes of impiety offer to thy glory ; regard oaly, and ieff, 
of what reaTon it capable, when thy light is withdrawn* 
In the wickedneri of the hun«n mind, bcboM, all A^ fe- 
verity of thy juftice, when it abandons it, that the more I 
expofe the foolilh blafphemiei of the itopiotu foul, tbc 
more may he become in thy 0ght, an objeft worthy of 
thy pity, and of the ireaTaicaof thmg iainitc n<rcy. ' 

Part I. It furcly ii melancfaoly to have to ju&rfy before 
believers, the nwft con(bbtory truth of faith : to come, ti» 
prove to men, to whom Jcfiu Cbrift hu been dcdaret^ 
that their being ii not a wild aflembl^, and the wretched 
offspring of chance ; that a wife and an Almighty artificer, 
has prefided at our formation and birth; that a fpark of 
immortality animatei our clay i (bet a poititm irf us fliall 
furvive ourfclvci ; and that, on quitting this earthly mas* 
fioo, our foul fliall return to the bofom of Gad* frtna 
whence it came, and go to inhabit the eienta) region o{ 
the living, where to each one Ihallbc rendered according 
to his works. 

It was with this truth that Paul began to announce faith, 
before the Athenian jadges. We are the immortal race of 
God, fatd be to that affembly of (aget, and he has ^point* 
ed a day to judge the nniverfe. By that, the ApoHlea 
fpread the firft principles of the do61rine of falvation, 
through infidel and corrupted oatitMit. But we, vba 
come after the revolution of ages, when the plenitude of 
nations has entered into the Church, when the whole uni- 
verfe has profeffed to believe, when all the myfleriu bavf 

been 
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bemVlMFfd up, all the pn^eciei accompiiOied, Jtfiu 
CbtiA glorified, the path of bcavea laid open ; we who ap- 
ftar in U»re tattn Umn, when the day ot the Lord is lo 
■lach nEirtr tbaa whtn oat fiitfam bdievcd ; Alu 1 vriM 
«ugbt our miniftry to be, unlefs to dirpofe b<liever> for 
that grand hope, and to tn&iiQ than lo bold themfelTcs in 
fCMlinds to appear before Jefoi Chrift, who will quickly 
cofD* : far from having ffill to conibM diefe fbocking and 
fooUIh mazimi, which the firfi preaching of the gofpel had 
t&Gcd from the oniverfe. 

The pretended uncertaiotf of a future ftate, ii, then, the 
grand foundation of the fecurity of unbelieven. Ws 
know nothing, fay they, of that other world, of which 
you tell ui fo much. None of the dead have ever return* 
cdtoinCoraius; perhapi, thereii nothing beyond the gravs: 
Let us enjoy, therefore, theprefent, and leave to chance a 
fnturity, which either exlAi not, or is meaot to be conceal' 
«d from oar knowledge. 

Now, 1 fay, that tbli nnccrtalnty is fufpicioua in thk 
priAciplft irtiich produces it, foolifhin the proofs on which 
h depends, and frightful in iu cooft^uences. Refiifit ne 
not b«e your attention. 

Safpi^ioos in the principle whioh produces it. For, bow 
has the uncertainty of a future flate been formed in the 
aund of the unbeliever ? It requires only lo trace the ori. 
gin of aa opinion, to know whether the intereSs of trtttb^ 
or the paflions, have citablifhed it on earth. 

■{ 

At fail birth, the impious man bore the prinoiplesof n»> 
tnrad rd^ioB, common to all men : He found written in 
kts bnrt, a law, which foriude violeace, injiittice, trea- 

• ■ chery. 
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chery. ind every aSion to another, which he would isot" 
bave done to himielf : Education fortified thefe fcntimcnts 
of nature : He was Uught to kaow a God ; to love and to 
fear-liim : Virtue wat fltewn to him in the rulei ; it was 
tendered amiable . to hint in the examples ; and though*- 
witbta himfelf, he felt inclinations, in oppofition to duty, 
yet, when be yielded to their fedii£li(»)s, his heart fecretly 
efpoufed the caufe of virtue againfthis own weaknefa. -, 

ThtU did the impious man, at firfi, live on the earth : 
With the refl of mankind, he adored a Supreme Being ; 
refpefied his laws ; dreaded hii chaAilenicnts ; and expe£l- 
cd his promifcs. Whence comes it, ' then, that he no longer 
acknowledges a God ; that crime; appear to him ai huntaa 
]K>liciei : helJ, a vulgar prejudice ; a future ftate, a chime- 
ra ; and the foul, a fpark, which is extinguilfaed with the 
body ? By what exertion has he attained to the knowle^c 
of things To new, and fo furprifing ? By what meatis bat 
hefucceeded. loridbimfeH of tbefe ancient prejudices, to 
TOoted among men, fo confifieot with the feelings of bit 
beart,' and the lights of reafon ? Has he fearchediqto, and 
maturely exjunined them i Has be adopted every foUd pre- 
caution, which an aSair the moft important of life, requires ? 
Hat he withdrawn bimfelf from the commerce of mesi 
in folitude, to allow leifure for ;efle£lion and fludy ? Has 
be puriSed his heart, lell the paffions may. have mifled 
ihim t What anxious attentions, and ft^icitude, to inveAiT 
gate the truth, are required, to rejeA the firll feelings which 
the foul baa imbibed ! 

Liften, my brethren, and adore the juflice of God, on 
theTc corrupted hearts, whom be delivers up to the vanity 
of their own judgment. In proportion as his manners be- 
came dilTolute, the rules have appeared fufpicious ; in 
proportion 
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^portion M he became debafed. he has endeavoured tb' 
perfoade himrdf, that man is like thebeafl. HeisJ>ecoine 
impious, only by Oiatting up every avenue which might 

^ lead him to the truth ; by no longer regarding reltgion as 
an imponant concern ; by fearcbing into it, only for tbe 
purpofe of difbonouring it, by blafphemies and facrilegioua 
ivitticifnis ; be is become impious, only by feeding to fleel 
bimrelf againfl the cries of his own confciencc, and deliver- 
ing himfelt up to the mofl infamous gratifications. It it 

. by that path, that he has attained to the wonderful and fub-: 
lime fcience of unbelief : It is to thefe grand elTarU, that 
he owes the difcovery of a truth, of which the reft of 
men before him, had cither been ignorant, or detefted. 

Behold the fource of unbelief ; the corruption of the 
heart. Yes, my bicthren, find me, if you can, men wife 
temperate, pure, regular, and lovers of truth, who beKeve 
not a God, who look forward to iio future fiate, who look 
upon adolteries, abominations, and incefts. as the inclina' 
tions and innocent paftimes of nature. If the world has 
leen itnpious charaQers, who bore the femUance of wif- 
dom and temperance, it was either that they better cooceaU 
ed their irr^nlarities, in order to give more credit to tbeir 
impiety, or the fatiety of pleafures, which had brought 
them to that feigned temperance : Debauchery had heen 
the original fource oJ their irreligion; their heart* were 
corrupted, before their faith was wrecked ; they had an 
intereft to believe that all dies with the body, before ihejr 
fucceeded in perfuading themfelves of it ; and a long induU 
gcnce of Inmiry, had fully difgufled them with guilt, but 
had not rendered virtue more amiable to them. 

What coniblation lor us, who believe, that we niuft firg_ 
renounce probity, 'modeSy, manners, and all the feeUnn 

of 
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of hamtaity, bcEore we can reooDDce bidi, mj to be 4S 
loo^ Chrifliaii, muft firtt ceafe to be maa ! 

Behrid tbm, the' uocertainty of the impiona, alreadf- 
ftd^icioui in its principle ; but fecondly, it is foolifli is 
Ae preofi oa which it depeoda. 

For fareljr, very dectfive aad convincing proof* moftbe 
TCqnired to make ut cfpoufe the caufe oi unbelief, fnd to 
t«ider us tranquil, on what we are told of an eternal flats 
to come. It ii not natural, that man would hazard an in- 
tereft fo ferioot a* that of eternity, on light and frivolous 
prooti, fiill lefs fo, that he would thereon abandon the get 
neral opinion, the belief of his fathers, the religion of all 
ages, the agreement of all nations, and the prejudices of 
his edncation, had he not, as it were, been forced to it, 
by the evidence of the truth. Unlefs abfolulcly convio* 
ced that all diet with the body, nothii^ can bear a compa> 
rifim with the raadnefs and folly of the anbeliever. Now, 
)i be completely convinced ? What are the grand reafons 
which have determined him to adopt this vile caufe i We 
know not, fays be, what happens in that other world oi 
which you tell ui ; the good die c<^ually ai the wicked c 
man ai the bcafl ; and no one returns, to fay which was in 
thcerror. Prefs him a little further, and you will befhock* 
ed to fee the weaknefs of unbelief; vague difcowfei, 
hackneyed fufpicions, everlaftiag uncertainties, and cbtf> 
merical fuppofitions, on which nobody in their fenfet, 
would wifhtorifktbehappinefs, ordifquietof aCngteday. 
and upon which he, bowever, hazards an eternity. 

Behold the tnfunnounuble proofs which the freethinker 
oppofes to the belief of the univerfe ; * behold that evidence, 
wbicb, in bit miad, prevails over all that is mofl dear, 

and 
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and moft elUblifhed on tbe earth. We know nfttbu^ of 
what paflcf in that other world of whicb you tell w* 
O man t open here thine cytt. A lingle doubt is fuffif:ieat 
to render thee impious, and all fhc proofs oi religion art 
too weak to make thee a believer. Thy mind he&Utet to 
believe in a future ftate, and, in ;he nK«n time, thou Eveft 
ai though there were none. The only fouadatioa thoa 
baft, for tbioe opinioD, is tbioe uncertainty, aod thou ie> 
proacbefl to ut, that faith is a vulgar cicdulity! 

But I aOc on which fide here is credulity ? I> it on thai 
of the freethinker, or tbe believer ? Tbe latter believes is 
• future flate, on the authority of the divine viiunp, that 
ii to fay, the book, without contndiSion, .which moft 
'deferves belief ; on the depofitionot holynien,thatiitofay« 
jufl, pure, and miraculous cbarsflcra, . who have (bed their 
blood to render glory to the truth, and to that do&ri&e. of 
which the G<Hiverfioa of tbe uuiverfc has tendered a tcfti* 
mony, that to tbe endof. ages, fhall rife ipag»ioft thein* 
pious ; on the accomplifhmeot of tbe prophecies, that m 
toby, iheooIycharaSerof truth, which the iinpeflarca»t 
not imitatt ; on the tradition of all agei, that is.to hy, OA 
fiSs, vbicb, fince the crcatioa of the worid, have^pear- 
ed certain, to all the greateft chantSen, the moft ackiKxtr- 
kdged jull men, the wiGeft and moft civilizednatiooa, the 
Bniverfe could ever boaft of ; in a word, on. proob at Icaft 
probable. The freethinker denies a futurity on a GmplA 
doubt, a mere fufpicion. Who knows it Dkys he ; who 
has returned from it ? He has no aigument, cithcrlolid oc 
decifive, to overturn the truth of a future ftate. For let 
him avow it, and then wilt we fubmit. Heoolymiftntft* 
that there be any thingaftec this Kfe, and apoa tto he bex 
licvet that all dies with biin. 

' Kow 
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Now I demftiKl, which here ii the credulous 7 Is it he, 
who, in fupport of bii belief, has' whatever is probabfe 
uaong men, and rood calculated to make imprellion oa 
veafon ; or him who is refolved to deny a future ftatc, ' on 
^ weaknefs of a fimple doubt P Nevcrth«l«fs, the free- 
tbii^er inagincs that he exerts his reafon more than the 
lieliever ; he looks down upon us, as weak and credulous 
men; and he.conliden himfett as a fuperior genius, exalt- 
ed above all .vulgar prejudices, and whom rmfon alone; 
and not the public opinion, determines. O God ! tiow 
terrible ait ihou, when ihou delivered up a fihner toUt 
own infatuation ; aud how well thou knoweft to draw glor^ 
to tfa)-felf, evenfrom the efforts which thine enemies make 
to oppole it. . 

But I go flill further. When, even in the doubt, forined 
by the unbeliever, of a future ftate, the arguments {hould 
be cqiul, and the trifling uncertainties, which render him'nt- 
credulous, fhould balance the folid and evident truths ivhtch 
protnife immortality (o us; I fay, that even in an cijuality 
of proofs, heat leaft ought to wiQi, that the opinion of 
faith, with regard to the nature of our foul, were triie ; -an 
opinion which is fo honourable to man ; which tells Jiim, 
that his origin is celellial, and his hopes' eternd ; be ought 
to with, that the dodrineof impiety were falfe; a doflrine 
fo melancholy, fo humiliating to man ; which confounds 
him with thebeaft; which makes him live only for tbe 
body ; give him neither purpofe, deltination, nor hope ; 
and limits his lot lo a fmall number of rapid, refllefs, and 
forrowful days, which \)t paffes on the eanh : All thiug* 
equal, a reafon born with any degree of elevation, would 
prefer being deceived by what is honourable to itfelf, rather 
than adopt a lide fo difgraceful to its being. What a foul, 
then, mufl the unbeliever have received from nature, to 
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prefer, in to great an inequality f>f {irooFs, the belief, tbzt 
ha Is created only for this earth, and favourable to regard 
^imfelf ara vile aOetnblagtt at dirt, and the com^amott of 
the ox and bull I What do I by ? What a monfler In th« 
nniverfe mtiftte the unbeliever, who nitfttufts the general 
belief. Only becaufe it il too ^otioui for his nature ; atid 
btlievei, that the vanity 6f itMn hat atontf introdneed it oa 
the earth, aAd hai perTuaded them that tbey are immortal. 

But no, my brethren ! Tbele men uf Qefh and Mood, 
with reafodi rejeft the honour which religion doei to their 
nature, and perruade ihtmfehrea, that their foul I« merely' 
oF earth, and that all diet with the body. Senfua), diflck 
lute, and elfcmtnate men, who have noothvr check than a 
brutal inftinS ; no other rule, thiin the vehemence of their 
defim ; no oibn- occupatiM, than to awalen, by new ai^. 
tifices, the cupidity already fatined I men of that charaCler 
can have httle difficulty to bdtievo, that no prineit»le of fpl- 
ritual life exifll within them; that the Sody it ibelronly be. 
ing ; and, as they iibitate the manner* of beafti, tbey are 
pardonable in attributing to themlclvet the faiAe naiur«. 
But letiheiA not judge <^ all men by ihetnfelves ; there are 
ftill on the earth, c&afte, pure, and temperate fouls; let 
them not afcribe to nature, the'fliameful tendencies of iheir 
own mind; let them not degrade humanity in general, bet^ 
caufe they have unworthily debafcd themfelvei ; let them 
feek out among men, fuch as themrelvea ; and finding that 
tbey are almoll Tingle in the nniverfe, they Ihall then fefe 
that they are rather ntonilcrs, than the Ordinary prOduflion* 
of ndture. 

Bertdes. not only it the firetthieker looliOt, faecatife, 

that even in an equality of proofs, his heart and glory 

fbould decide him in javour of faith, but likewife hii own 

.Vol. I. Er uifcreft: 
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intervfl : For, as I have already fiid, What doea be rift if 
believing f What difagrceable coiirctiuence will follow faia 
miAake? Me will live with honour, probity, and inno- 
-cence ; he will be mild »Sab]e, juft, lincere, religious, a 
genvoui friend, a faithful hufband, and an equitable ibaf- 
ter i -he will moderate his pafEoni, which would otherwife 
Juve Dccafiened all the mittortunes of hii life ; he will abibun 
from pleafures and excefles, which would have prepared for 
bim a painful and premature old age, or a deranged fortune ; 
he will enjoy the charader of a virtuous man, aod the 
cfieem of mankind : — Behold what he rifks. When all 
-flnuld even finiDi with this life, that furely is (Ull the way 
to pafs it with bappinefs and tranquillity ; fuch is the only 
iDconveniency I can find. If no eternal recompenfe Ihall 
follow, what will he have loft by txpe&iag it ? He has loft 
.fomefenfualand momentary gratifications which would fooa 
have either fatigued him by the difgull which always foUowa 
.their enjoyment, or tyrannifed over him, by the new deCres 
they light up : He has loft the wretched fatiifa£Uon ot be- 
ing, for.lbe inflant he appeared on the eartfa, cruel, un- 
.natuial, voluptuous, witboat faith, morals, or conllancy, 
perliaps defpifed and difgraced in the midil of bis own peo- 
ple. I can fee no other misfortune ; he finks back to bit 
original noo-exifiencc, and bis error has po other conIe> 
quence^ 

But if there is a future fiate ; fhould he deceive himfelf 
in reje^ing faith, what does be iwc rilk ? The lofs of 
eternal ricbet ; the polTefiioa of thy glory, O my God ! 
which would for ever have rendered him happy. But even 
that is only the commencement of his mifery ; he goes to 
experience punifhrneiu without end or meafure, an eternity 
of horror and wrath. Now, compare thefe two dedinies': 
What^arty here will the freethinker adopt ? Will he rift 
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I^.BUnt 4aTUioa ot.bid da^f,- or a whole eternity ? WiU, 
1^ bold by tlw prefcnt.. which mufl finiOi to-morrow, and 
ia which he even cannot be happy ? Will he tremble, at » 
futurity, which has 90 other limiu than eternity, .and. cai> 
oevei; finiib but with God himfelEI Where ii tbe.prudem 
man,, who, in .an uncertainty even equal, durS here bal- 
ance P And what name.fhall yrc givt! to the unbeliever, 
who. withootbiDgintni favourbut frivolous doubu, while 
on the fide of truth, bcholdoig the authority, examplei 
pre/criptton, proof, and yoiceof all ages, the entire worlds 
fingiy adopts the wretched caufe of unbelief; dies tranquil, 
^ thoagh he were jfp longer to have exifteqce ; le^v^s his- 
cf^rBal deftiny in the bands of chance, and carelcfsly pre- 
pares to encounter fo awful a fcene. O God I Is tlus.^ 
tqaii cpndu^d by cool reaTon.; or, is it a ntado^an, wbo. 
looks forward tono refoarce but defpair ? The uqcenainl)^ 
of the freethinker ■ ii therefore, foolifl), in the proofs oi| 
which be depends. 

. But lalUy, it, is Hill more dreadful m its conlequeoces. 
And here, my brethren, allow me to, by afide .the deep 
reafoninga of eruditioo and do&ine j I wiQt to fpfak only 
to the confcience of the unbeliever, and. to confine my. 
fcif to the proofs which bis own feelings acknowledge. 

Now, if all fhallfinilh with.us, if man have nothing to 
«xpc£l after this life, and thathere is our country, ourori- 
^n, and the only happinefswe cap pronuicourfelves, whjr 
are wcnot happy ? If only created forthe pleafures of the 
fcnfes, why are they unable to fatisfy us ; and why do they 
always leave a fund of wearinefs and forrow in the heart 7 
If.man have nothing fuperior to the beail, why, tike it, do 
iwt bis days flow on without care, uncarmefs, difgull, or 
forrow, in fenfual and carnal enjoymenu ? If man have no 

other 
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ether felicity tcffrxpcS, tbanmerely a t«tfptint ba^plnrfi^ 
yfhy is ho unable to find it on tkc earth f- Wbtmctt comei it^ 
chat riches ferve only to reqcjer him uneafy {' that hoBosrs £>•' 
(iguehiin; that pteafuresexhauft him j that the feieccsi, fai 
-jrom fatisfying, confound and irriutc his curfoRly ; thai 
repBt^tion conftnaini and «ntwFralIei him ; that att ibeTet 
united, cannot fill the iroihenlky of his heart, and ftlK 
leave hitn fomelhing (o wifli lor ? All other heingSt con- 
tented with their lot, appearhappy in their way, iatheritii' 
■tioB the Author- of Nature has placed tbtm; the flars, 
iranqoilin the ^imaiftent, quit not ,their ftaiion to illuaii-' 
jnaM aoothct- world; the earth-, re^lar tn its tnovcneBU, 
ihoats not upwards to occupy their placer the animals crawl 
in the fields, wiihdut envying the lot of man, who infaab-* > 
its cities and rumptuAui palaces ; (he birds carol in the air, 
without -troubling themfelves, whether there be happier 
creatures in the earth than themJelvea; all are happy as } 
may fay ; every thing in nature is in its- place ; Man alone 
js uneafy and difcontented ; man alone is a prey to his de- 
fires, allows himfetf to be torn by ftursi finds itis puntfb- 
nent in his hopes, and becomes gloomy and unhappy ia 
the midft evec'of his pleafare»! Man alone can meet widl 
nothing here to fix- bis heart. : 

Whence comes this, O man P Muft it not be, that here 
thou art not in thy place; that tbou art made for heaven; 
that thy heart is greater than tbewcrld; that thecutfais not 
thy country ; and that' whatever is not God, is nothing to 
thee 7 Anfwer, if thoo can, or rather qucflioii thy -hearty' 
Vid thou wilt bdicve. 

adfy. If all die with the body, who has been Mt to pei- 

fuade all men, of every age, and of every country, that their 

loulwas immonal? From whence has this Orange idcaoF 

inuoortality 



TH£ cKBTJusrry'or a'puvure state. ft^$ 

nnnbrtaUty dafcenled tv thttlultan nice ?' tfoV oda]'ifan 
«pi«ian. fo dillant ftvMft the nature of man, wel«^ he- tK>iw 
aniy Inr tlM limfHoni oP the f^arei, haVe'pervmlcil the 
«ariii: EW'if'Bin.iijtetbcbcflft, be c(i«Kcd'«nly'ir(fr~tht 
pfefont, nodiiag ought to be'nipre lacampr^Hfililtt tobiiB; 
than »en the idea of litmonaiky. ' Could, maistlinec of 
clay,: wb«f6 ot^y oli^A ftould' \ye a rfaftial tiappiu«fi> have 
ev<0r ^oen able to fonn, or-to find in ihemAHves, an '<^- 
nien foexalted, an i4ea fo febliffle ? Nffveithdifii, ttils Dpi* 
nion/ To extraordiimy, ii becMtcthat of all fn^n; itnl 
•piniOD, fo oppofitfc'even to ttie fmfei.fitiAe man, Mki. 
the beafi, diet whblljr, in our"flgbi; is eftdblifliod en' the 
earth; tbis opinion j which ought not to hayecVm found 
dn 'inventbr in th« nnivnfe, has been received with an 
Boiverfen <docii)|ty of belief, acoongft all natioiU > the moR 
(axM^, ai tbiCBoH Cultivated; the'n)oSpolifh«d,-a9theinolI 
brutal} the iDoiR incredulous, as ttfe moil tabmlflive to 
laith. . . , I ■ ■ ■ 

' For, go back to the bagitanlngofaget, Examine ^Tl na. 
tionf, md the hlftory ot kingdoms and -eminfM, }lRea to' 
ihofe: viho ttSlHrn fram the Inoft diflant ides ; the imniortali-' 
ty of' the fOu) has always been, and flil! is, the belief of 
ivery pooplc on the bee of the 'earth. The knotvledgeof 
one God may have been obliterated; his glory; power, 
and immenlity, may have been effaced, as I may fay, from 
thehearti andniinds of meta ; obftinate and ^vagt natiofis 
may ftiHJiVewithOutworfliip, religion, or Go^," itf this 
■ world; but they ajflook forward tb "a fiiture rtatf ; liotliing, 
has ever been ab!e*d eradicate the opinion of f ht^immortaliij' 
of the foul j' they all figure to themfelves a reglori.'whKh our 
fouls fhall inhabit after death '. arid in' fbrgetting Go'd, ttiey 
have never tfifcaided the ide^ of that provilion {or thcm- 
ftlve*. ' ■ -■ '■■■■" '■'■'■ '"■'■' 

Now, 

, Co.,-,.. 
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. K^, «rhen<^e; corner it, fhtt nea to dIBb«ot'in tbriti 
dirpofittoiu. wprOiipi country, ^^iniona, isteqe^s, aiuL 
fven figure. tbM fcarccly. dQ: tbey: feem of ifaefune fpe* 
fKs .with, each otbcr, unanintoufly *gre<;. faoiirever,: <m Uiift 
point* and CKpefi inunortality ? Therci<noc»llii&)pbefe;i 
for how is iti ppfllhle tq aCTembk togetho'.ineB.of .all couu-) 
trtCA. 9A4^«gei ? ^t ii not a preiudice of tducatioo ;. fort 
mann^rf, , habits, and worfli^ . w]ucb aie g^cnlljr .thb 
cppfe^V^iUiet ol. prejpdicei, are not .tbe f^Oie amoilg all 
attionfi i ^het^Hiiioa of uninMtaJity U common to all, It: 
i9;i10t.9£r3t l^r.bcfidicsihatiit if tjie .untvcr&l vlifton oE 
ttw iiiarld,'tbat tenet |ai bad nqithci bead nor .pnHeQor : 
Men haveadoptediil tbsmfelvcft, or rather oattire Jtti taught 
them to know; it* vritbout the aOiflaDce of feacheca ; and 
finc^ the beginning of thiogt, it altKie has palTed from Jaw 
therto fan, and ha^ been always received asan.indtf|»iibu 
bje tnith. O ihoul who,bei)evcfl thyfelf to be pnly.a 
mafs of clay, quit the world, where thou findefl tbyfelf 
fingle in belief ; gOrand in other regions fcarchfor men o( 
aaotber (feeies, juid fftntlai' to' tbt beaft ; or rathfir, ;be 
ftmck with bnror.ito find thyfdf fingle, as it were,- in tbe 
univerre.. in r^yolt. againft tiat^re, and .difaxowtng- thine 
own beart, and ackpowlc^gcin an.opinion commoh to alt 
men, ihcgweral impreSion of tbe Author, who bu (onncd 
themall, 

L^ifily., abd with this pra;of I conclude: Tbe univerlal 
fellowfhip of, m^n, the laws which unite one to the other, 
the mo& facred and inviolable duties of civil life, are all 
founded only on the certainty of a futurg flate. Thus, if 
all die with the body, the. nniverfe muft adopt oth«r law*. 
manpen, and habits, and a total change muft take place in 
every thing. If all die with the body, the maxims of 
equity, friendfliip,'boitoor good faitfa and gratitude, lire 

only 
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onty popular cTTon.; fince we owe nothing to mm, wfao^re 
nothing to us, to whOm no general bond oF.worfbip and 
hope unites us, who will to-morrow fink back to their origi- 
nal non-entit}', and who are already no more. If all d!e 
with us, the tender names of child, parent, father, friend^ 
ind'bulband, are merely theatrical appellations, and a 
mockery ; fince friendlhip, even that fpringing from vir- 
tue, is no longer a laQing tie ; fince our fathers, who pre- 
ceded us. are no more; fince our children Dull not fncceed 
us ; for the non'entity in which we mull one day he has no 
confequence; fince the facred fociety of marriage i* only 
a brutal union, from which, by a flrange and fortuitou« 
concurrence, proceed beings who refemble us, but who 
liave nothing in common with us but their non-entity. 

What more fliall I add ? tf all dies with us, domcllic 
annals, and the tnin of our anceJlort, are only a colle3ion 
of chimeras ; fince we have no foretather*, and Qiall have 
■no defcendanti, anxieties for a name and pollerity are 
therefore ridiculous ; the honours we render to the mem- 
mory of illufiriout men, a childifli error, fince it is abfurd 
to honour what has no exigence ; the facred refpeS we pay 
to the habitations of the dead, a vulgar illufion ; the afiies 
of our fathers and frietids, a vile dull which we Ibould 
caft to the winds, as belonging to no perfon ; the laft 
wiflies of the dying, fo facred amongft even the mofi bar- 
barous nations, the laft found of a machine which crum- 
bles in pieces ; and, to comprife all in a word, if all die 
with ut, the laws are then a foolilh fubjeflion ; kings and 
rulers [dianioms,' whom the imbecility of the people has 
exalted; juflice, and ufurpation on the libenies of men ; 
the law of marriagca vain fcriiple; modelly, a prejudice; 
Jtonourand prc4)iiy, chimeras; incefli, parricides, andihe 
UaekcA 
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bkckeft Tiltiinfes, }MftiBMt of nMorc, ind naihn ^htch 
the policy at legjllatbrs hat inTeiited. 

BcholJ, to tt>hat (he' fabliffle p^ilorophy of the free- 
thinkrr Mioilnts ; bthoM, that force of irguthsM, that 
reafon, and that wfrdoRi, which they are continually vaunt^ 
in^ to xta. Aigtec to thek maxims, and the chtlte uni- . 
Tcrfe Tthki back to a frigbtfitl chaos; sl( ii oVer^ 
turned ontfaeranfa ; all idsas of vinue and vice ar« f^verf' 
kd, and the moft tnvi6lable laws of focietyvanift; thein^ 
ftitulion of fflorali periflws ; the governmenl'of Rates and 
tnnpires is without dirt£lion ; all harmony iii th« body' 
Jralftie, fallt. The human fpfalies is only an aflvmblage of 
fools, barbarians, voliiptuftriesi madmen, and villains-, wh« 
own no law but force ; no other check than their paflioni, 
and the teh'or oF authority ,- no other bond than impiety 
and independence; and no other God than themfeivei. 
Behold the world of the freethinker ; and if this hideoufe ' 
plan of a republic pteafes you, conflitute, if you can, b 
fociety of thefc monftets. The only thing which ranainh 
for at to lay, ii, that you are fully, qualified to occupy a 
place in it. 

How iTotlhy dien, of man, to lool forward to m etei> 
nal deiliny ; to relate his manners by the law ; and to 
live, as having one day to render account of his afliont be- 
fore Him, who fliall weigh us all in the balance ! 

The uncertainty of the believer is then fufpicioas inhi 
principle, foolilh in its proc^a, and horrible in its confe- 
quenccs. But after having (hewn you, that nothing can be 
more repugnant lo fouitd reafon, than the doubt which he 
entcruins of a future (Ute, let us completely confcHiid hi* 
pretexts, and prove, that nothing is more oppofitc to the 

con- 
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ida of a wife God, and to tbe opinioD of ku own con- 

ftience. * 

PaxtII. It n oo doubt aftoniOimg, that the freethinker 
ftonld feek, even in tbe greatoefi of God, a flieker to hi* 
crimei; andthat, finding nothing within hiaiTdf tojuOifjr 
Ae horrori of hii foul, he can expefi to &nd, in the awful 
Majeftyof the Suprerae Being, an indolgence, which bb 
cannot find even in the corruption of his own heart. 

Indeed, fayt the unbeliever. Is itwoitby thegreatnersol ' 
God, to pay attention to what pafles among men; to calcu- 
late their virtues or vices; to fludy even their thoughts, 
and then- trifling and endlefi deBrcs ? Men, womis of 
the earth, who fink into nothing before tbe Majefty of hia 
looks, are tbey worthy his attentive infpefiioa f And i» 
it not degrading a God, whom we are uugfat to believe To 
great, to give to him an employment, by which even man 
Would be dilhonoured ? 

But, beforel make you fenfihieof tbe whole abfurdityof 
this blafphcmy, I beg you will obfe'rve, that it is the free- 
thinker himicif who thus degrades the Majelly of God, 
and brings bim to a levH with man. For, has the Al- 
mighty occafion narrowly to obferve men, in order to 
know every thought and deed ? Are cares and attentions ne> 
ceflary for Him, to fee what pafles on the earth ? U it not 
in Him, that we are, that we live, that we aQ ? And can 
we Oiun his looks, or can he even avert them from our 
crimes? What folly, then, in the freethinker, to fuppofe, 
that it reqnitcs care and ebfervation from the Divinity, if 
he wifhet to remark what pafles on the earth ! His only em- 
ployment is to know and enjoy himfelf. 
■ Vol. J. F f Thtt 
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. Tbii refle£Uoa admitted : I anfwer, in the lirft place. If 
it beconie the gr^atnefs oF God to leave good and evil with- 
out punifliment or reward, it is then equally indifierent, 
whether we be juft, (incere, friendly and charitable, or 
cruel, deceitful, priGdioui aud unnatural : God confe- 
quently don not luve virtue, modeAy, re^tude, religion, 
more than debauchery, perjury, impiety, and villainy ; 
Goce the juft and tlte impious, the pure and the impure, 
flial) experience the fame lot, and an eternal annifaitatioa 
equally awaits them all in the grave. 

What do I fay 7 God even Teems to declare in favour of 
the impious here againfi the juft. He exalts him like the 
cedar of X^faanon ; loads him with riches and honours ; 
gratifies his defires, and afTifls his projcQi ; for the impious 
are in general the profpcrous on the earth. On the contra* 
ry. He feems to negle£l the upright nan ; He humbles, 
affliBs, and delivers him up to the falfity and power of his 
enemies; for difgrace and afili£tion are the common por- 
tion of the good below. What a monllcr of a Supreme 
Being, if all muft finifli with man, and if aeither mifcries 
nor rewards, except thofe in this life, are to be expeSed ! Is 
He, then, the prote3or of adulteries, profanations and 
the moft fliocking crime*, the pcrfecutM ol innocence, 
modefty, piety, and all the pureft virtues ? Are his favours 
' the price of guilt, and his puniQiments the recompcnfe ot 
virtue ? What a God of darknefs, imbecility, conlufioi^ 
and iniquity, does the freethinker form to bimfelf I 

What, my brethren 1 It would become His greatneb to 
leave the world he hat created, in a general confuGon; to 
fee the wicked almoft always prevail over the upright ; the 
innocent cruthcd by the ufurper ; the father, the vi£Um of 
aa imbitioul and uonatuial [tm i From the height of his 
greatncfs. 
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grratotfTs, God would imule bimfeU wltD tlier« hofHbte 
Cianfadlons, without &ny intcreft in their commifllon ? Be- 
caufe He is great, he Ihenld be either weak, unjujl, or 
~ crae) 7 Secmre itien are tafigDificant, they (boutd have the 
privilege of being diffoltite without guih, of virtuous with-- 
out merit ? 

O God ! If fucb be tfaft fharafler ot thy Suprrme Be- 
ing : It it be Thee whom we adore, bnder fuch Oiocking 
ideal, I know Thee no mart, then, as my heavenly Father, 
my prote6tor, tbeconfolerof my fuRerings, the fi/pport of 
toy weaknefs, and the rtwarder of my fidelity ? Thou art 
(hen only an indolent and Capricious tyrant, who facrificefli 
all men to thy vain pride, and haft drawn them from tio' 
thing, only to ferve as the fport of thy leifure or capricet 

for, laflJy, If there be no future ftate, what dpfign wor- 
thy of his wifdora, could God have propofed, in creating 
man? What, in forming them. He had no other view, 
than in forming the beafi P Man, that b^ing fo noble, whoi 
IS capable o( luch fsblrme thoughts, fach vaft dcfitj;s, and 
fuchgrand^fenltmenis; fufceptibkof love, truth, andjuf- 
tice: Man, of all crratores, alone worthy of a great defti- 
Mtiim, that of knowing and' loving the Author of his be- 
ing ; that man IbouM be made only for the earth, to pafi 
a fmall portion «f days, like the beaft. in trifling employ- 
mencs, or fenfual gratifications ; he fhould fulfil his purpofe, 
by ading Co rifible and fo pitiable a part ; and afterwards, 
(hould fink bark to noi>-eniity, without any other nle hav> 
ing been made of that vaft mind, and elevated heart, 
which the Autbor of his being had given bim i O God I 
where would here be tliy wifdom, to have made To grand 3 
work, for the duration only of a moment; to have exfaibi- 
(ftd men upon die earth, oal^ ai the playful eSayi of thy 
power; 

I Gt)(.)'^-lL' 
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power ; or to smufe ,thy laifure, by a varietf of -fltews- 1 
The Deity of the treetbinkpr, is not grand, therefcHT, but 
faecanfc he is more unjuft, capricijui, and defpicaUa 
•ban men 7 Furfuc thcTe rcQe&iotu, imd fupport, if you 
can.-aUthc extravagance of their loUy» 

How, worthy, then, of God, my brethren, to watcb 
over the univerfe ;, to conduflmait, whott he has created, by 
she laws of jufticc, truth, charity, and innocence; tomake 
virtue and reafon the bond of union* and the foundation 
of human fociety I How worthy of God, to love in hi». 
ereaturei, thofe viflucs which rendeF bisifcif ataisblc ; U^ 
hale the vicci, which disfigure in them his image ; aot t» 
confound iar ever, the jufi with the impious ; to readet 
l^py, with htmfelf, thofe foulSr who have Jived only for 
him; and to deliver up to their own mtfery, thofe who be- 
lieved they bad fbuiul a bappinefs independent of him 1: 

BehoM the G^kI of the Chrifiiani ; bdiold. that wife, juft, 
and Holy Deityr whon we adore ; and the advanuge we 
Inve over the frecifainkcr is, that ours is the God of an in- 
noee&t and pure heart ; the God, whom all crcatHresmani- 
fell to us ;' whom all ages have invokol i whom the Tagcs* 
even of Baganifm, have acknowledged ; and of whom, 
aaturc has deeply engraven the idea on the very foundation 
of our being I 

Bnt, fioce God is To ja&, ought he to pnniffi as crimes, 
inclinatiooi for pjeafure, bom with ui ; nay,- which be 
alone has given at P Lafi blafpbemy of impiety, and Uft 
part of tbit Difcourfe : I fh^l abridge it, and conclude. 

Bot, in the firft place. Be whom you may, who hold 
ihi» abfurd language, if you pretend to juftily all your ac- 
tions, 
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liaw, .by tbe iBclinatioiu whish induce you to them ; if, 
whatever we wifb, become legitunate ; if our defire» 
oi^ht to be tbe only reguUdHui of fwr duties ; on that 
princ^le, you have only to regard with an envious eye^. 
the foAnne of your brother, to acquire a right to defpoil 
bim ot it; hii wife, with a corrupted heart, tobeauthorif- 
«d to violate the fanfiity of the nujttial bed,' in oppoCtioR 
to the tatA facred righu of fociety and nature. You havei 
only to fufped, or diflijLe an opponent, to become entitled 
to defiroy bim ; to bear, withimpatiencc.tbeavtbority o( 
I btber, m the fevecity ol a nafter ; to imbrue your handa 
M their blood : In a word, you have only to bear within 
you the imprefliont of every vice, to be permitted tbe 
gntificyion of all ; and ai each finds the fatal Dnds is 
faimrdf, none would be exempted from this horribleprivi* 
lege. It is necefliuT, therefore, that man conduit himfelf 
\y other laws than his incliaationi, ao4 another rule than 
his d^ret. 

* . Even tbe P^n agei acknowledged the necelGty of a 
pfailofopby, that is to fay, of a light fupcrior to the fenfeil, 
which regolaled their praQicc, and make rcaCm a check 
^ (be human paffiotu. 

' Nature alone led then . to this truifa ; and taught tbciBr 
that Uind infUnfi ought not to he the fole guide of the ac- 
tioiu of men : This infiinCt. therefore, either is not tbe 
original inflitulion of nature, or it muft be a com^ion 
of tt ; lince all the laws, ever framed on the earth, hav« 
avowedly been made to rcflrain it ; that all thofe, who, in 
every age, have borne tbe charafin- of wife and viituoos, 
have reje£led its impreilions ; that, amongll alt nations, 
thofe infamous individuals, who yielded themfelvec up, 
witboQt leferve or Ihame, to brutal fenfualiiy, have been 

alwayi 
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■Iwayf confidemi as monfterar and (he dilgrace of huma- 
tnty; and (be (aaxim once cAablifhed, that our indinatiorM 
and defires cannot be confidered as crimes, hciety can nv 
longer exift; nwn muft fepara(« to be in fafecy, muft baiy 
tfaemfelves in the ton^, and live folitary like the beaJb. 

Befidra, let ui render juftice to men, or rather (o the 
Author, whohu formed us. If we find witbm us inclina- 
tions (o vice and volu|itnourners, dowenotalfb 6nd fentiw 
mcnts of virtue, modejly, and innocence. If the law of 
the members drag us towards the pleafures of tbe fenfes, d« 
we not alfo bear, written in our hearts, anollier law, which 
recals us to chaAity and temperance ? Now, betwixt tbef« 
two tendencies, why does tbe freethinker decide, that the 
inclination which impels us towards the fenfes is molt eon-^ 
fermable to tbe nature of man ? Is it, from beingthe moft 
violent ? But its violence alone is a proof of its diforder ; 
and whatever comes from nature ought to be moR mode- 
rate. Is it, from being the ftrongell 7 But there are juft 
and believing fouls, in whom it is always ftlbjefi to reafon. 
Is it, From being more agree^e ? But a fut<e proof, that 
this pleafure is not made to render man hajypy, is, that dif' 
guB immediately follows it ; andlikewifc, ihatfotbegood, 
virtue has a thoufand times more charms than vice. Laftly, 
H it, from being rtore wonhy of man ? You dare not fay 
So, finceitis through it that be confeundshimfelf with tha 
heaft. Why then do you decide in favour ot the fenfes^ 
againft reafon ; and inftlt, tbK it is more conformible to 
man, to live like the beafi, than to he a reafonable being f 

I^ty, were all men corrupted ; and, hkc the animals 
not gifted with reafon, did they blindly yield themfelvei up 
to their brutal inftin£l, and to the empire of the feafe» 
and pai&ons ; you then, perhaps, might hav« Mafon to 

fty, 
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bx> that tbefe are incliiuttioiu infepanble bom natuir, 
and, in rxample, find a fort of excufc for your exccfla. 
But look around you : Do you no longer find any upri^ 
charaflen on the earth f There is no queHion here ot thole 
vain difcourfes you fo frequently bold againfi piety, and 
oC which you fee] yourfelve* the injufti^ : Spealt candidly, 
and render glory to the truth. Are there no longer cbaAe^ 
Jaitbful, and righteout fouU, who live in the fear of lb* 
ImtA, and in the obfervance of bis bolylaw I 

- Whence comes it, then, that you hare not the fame em- 
pire over your palGons enjoyed by tbefejuft nxo? Have 
they not inherited icom Nature the fame inclination* ? Dot 
the object of the palSoni not awaken, in ibek beans, thq 
lame fenfations aj in yourt ? Do they not hear within thea. 
thcfourcesof the fame trouble* t*' What have thejuQ, lu* 
perior toyou, but that conuoand over tbenlelvet, and fidelU 
ty, of which you arc deOitute ? 

OmanI Thou iropoteEto Goda wcakneff, wbicb iitbc 
work of thine own diforden ! Thou accubft the Autboc 
of Nature ot the irregularities of thy will ; it is not enough 
to offend him, thou wifhsft to make bim re^ofible (or diy 
deeds ; and preteadeil, that the truit of thy crimes be- 
come* the title of thioe inooceiice ! Withwhat chiment ii 
a corrupted heart not capable of feeding its delufitm, in of» 
dertojuftify to itfelf thelhamcandinEmy of ittviceil 

God is thenjufl, my brethren, when be puniOwth the 
tranfgrcffion* of his law. And let not the Ereethinkcr bnc 
fay to himfelf, .that the recompenfe of [he juft (hall then be 
refurre£lion to eternal life; and the punilbment ot the fin- 
ner. tbeeverlailingannihilaiionof bit loul: for heboid the 
bfl refource ot impiety. , 

Bnt 
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But, what puniOicient would it be to the freethinker to 
exill no more P He wtflies that annihilation ; he looks for-' 
ward to it, as hit fwcetell hope : Amidll his pleafures, he 
lives tranquil, only in that expcQatioo. What! Thejuft 
God would puniflia Gnner, by according him a delliny to' 
the fummit of his wiOies. Ah I It is not thus that God 
punilfaeth. For, what would the freethinker find fo fljock- 
ing in a return to non-entity ? Would it he, in the depriva- 
tion of bis God i But he loves him not ; be knows bim 
not ; he defires no communication with him : for bis onljr 
God it himfelf. Would it be to exiQ no more ? But 
what could be more defirable to a ntonfler, who knows, 
that, beyond the term of his crimes, be cannot live but in 
fuffennce, and in the expiation of the horrors of an infiu 
mous life ? Would it be, by having for ever loQ the worldly 
pleafures he enjoyed, and the different obje£h ot his paf- 
fions 7 But when be exiAt no more, the love of thefi; muft 
equally be exttnguifiied. A more defirable fate cannot 
therefore be poinle4 out to the freethinker. It indeed 
would be the happy cooclufion of all bis cxceflcs, borron, 
■od bUfpfaemiei. 

No, my bretlven ! The hopes 6f the freethinker, but 
not his crimes, (hall perilh : his torments Qiali be as eter- 
nal as bis debaucheries would have been, had be been maf- 
ter of bis own deftioy. He would willingly have eternized 
himfelf on the earth, in the ptaSice of every fenfual vice. 
Death has bounded bis crimes, butbai not limited his crimi- 
nal deftret. Thejuft and upright Judge, who fathomsthe 
bean, will- therefore proportion the punilhmem to die 
guilt. 

What are we to conclude from this Difcourfef That the 
freethinker is to be pitied, for grounding the only confola- 
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tion of fail fatlire deftinyon ibe unceruinty of tbe tnMh) of 
the gorpel : That he it to be pitieil, becaufe bit'Of ly tnrt- 
qiiitlity mufibe, in living without bilfa, worihip, «m&> 
denlce, or God : Becaufe, tbe only hope he can indu);^ 
is, that the gofpH isafaWe; thebeKcf ol all ages, achiM- 
ith credulity ; the univerfal opinion of men, a popular en- 
ror; the firft principles of nature and reafon, preju* 
dices of education; the blood of fo many martyrs, whom 
the hopes of a future ftate fopported under all their fufferv 
ings and tortures, a mere ulc, concerted to deceiv« man* 
kind ; tbe converfion of the world, a human cMerprife ; 
and the accomplithment of the pn^hecies, a mere Aroke of 
chance. In a word, that every thing, the beft eftablifhed, 
and the moil confident with (ruth and reafon in the world, 
muft all be falfe, to accomplifh the only bappinels he can 
promife himfelf, and/to fave him from eternal mifery. 

Oman 1 1 will poim oot to thee a much furer way to render 
thyfelt tranquil, and to enjoy the fweets of eternal peace. 
Dread that futurity thou forceft thyfelt to dilbeticve. Quef- 
ticn us no more, what they do in that other world, of 
which we tell tbee ; but a(k thyfelf, without ceafing, what 
thou art doing in this ; quiet thy confcience, by the inno- 
cency of thy life, and not by the impiety of thy unbeliei : 
Give repofe to thy heart, by calling upon God, and not by 
doubting that he pays attention to thee : The peace of the 
unbeliever is defpair. Seek, then, thy happinefs, not by 
fleeing thyfelt from the yoke of laich, but by tailing how 
Tweet and agreeable it a. Follow the maxims it prefcribet 
to thee, and thy reafoD will no longer refufe fubmiflion to 
the myfleriei it commands thee to .believe. A future ftaie 
will ceafe to appear incredible to thcc from the moment 
thou ceafell to live like thofe who centre all their happinefs 
in the fleeting moments of this life. Tlwn, far from dread- 

VoL. I. G g ing 

L,., ,-:J',G(.)t)^lc 



^4* 1 B « K O M . VtU. 

ing a futurity, tby wilbe* wSl amkipM* it. 71t(M w9t 
Sgli for tbe. arrival of that happy day,'.vhen tbe Son of 
Man, the Father of all fuuireagn, flnll cone to puniSi the 
unbelieving, and to condiifi thee to his kingdom, dosg 
with thofe who have lived on tbeeanh, in the expc&ation 
and hope of a blefied immortalitjr 



That you, my brethren, may be pan^n of tl^ 
■al Idicity, i* my ferveot pn/cr. Amea. |, 
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SERMON IX. 

ON DEATH. 



Jfffa-tiAmiteicame »igh io 4kt ^att t^ ike tUy, Ukeld 
■tkert was m .dead nan xarried out, the ,0nly Jo» oj his 
m^tker, and fie mas a. viidow, 

Vv A death ever aocoatpwwd wHh more aBcfling cir- 
vomflmiea ? It h an enty foa. fole fucce^r tp ibe nunc, 
tillci, and fonune.oF his ancdlor^, wbom death Ihatohei 
rrom an afflifled mother and widow ;. he is .raviOied from 
her in the flower of age, and almoft at his entry into 
life ; -at a period when haj^ilypall the dangers of in&ncy, 
andattainedtothattfirAdegiqe pf ntengthandre^ron, which 
si)inRWnoci>itian,)he'l'e«n)ed ieaft expofed tothe Ihaftt of 
death, :md>-at -bft mikwred maiernal Icndeftieb to .breath* 
ftom tbefears which Bcemnpuiyithe uncQiiatn prqgfers of 
iducstioD. The ckizciis taa te crowds, tomji^ste tbeic 
tean wkh diofe of tha dirsonfobte mother ; they affidu- 
OD&y (wk -to leffim bergiief, bythe eoafokittoa of thofe 
vifoe ^and «oiiimoniillace'dircouile», ito-^vhich pmfoand 
fbrrow littk attends ; withhexthey furround the mourpful 
bier ; and tfaey deck the obfequies' with theic niourtiiqg and. 
prefvtue } the tiaia df this funenl potDp, to them, i^ a 
bow ; butkitaiLiafiruAioirf Thexare-ftni4k.a«daffeiled,. 
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but are they from it lef* xuehed to life ? And wilt not tbc 
Rfsmbrance of thii doth perifli, in dwir miadt* with tbe 
soife and decorationt of the laoenl f 

To fimilar exinpln, vrt every 3aj bring the fame dif- 
pofitions. The feelings which an uncxpe^ed deatb awa- 
lena in our hearti, ate the feeiingt of a day, ai though 
death itfelf ought to be the concern of a day. We eichauft 
ourlelve* in vain it&e&ioat otL.ltlc. iiiConAaqcy of human 
ihingi ; but the objcR which Qruck us, once out of fight. 
the heart become tian<]^U)), Bnds itlelf the fame. Our pro- - 
jeQs, our cares, our attachments to the world, are not lefs ; 
lively, than if we were labouring for eternal ages ; and at 
our departure frtnn a melancholy fpeiUcle, where w« have 
fometimes feen btnh, youth, titles, and fame, wither in 
a moment, and for ever buried in the grave, we re- 
tnm to the worM mbn occupied with, and more tfg/a^ 
than ever, after all thofevainobjeOa, of which we fo lately 
bad f««i with our eyes, and almoll felt with our, hands* 
the infignifieancy and meaiKiels. 

Let ns at prefent exemiae the reafons of ' fo deplonj>fe » 
mtflake. Whence comes it, that men refleA fo little upon 
death; and that the thoughtsof it makefuch.tran£toiy im- 
preffions ? It is this : Tbe uncertainty of death amufes us» 
and removes from our mind its remembrance: The certain* 
ty of deatb appals, »id force* us to turn our eyes from the 
gloomy pi^ure : The uneenaioty of it, lulls and enconra- 
ges us; whatever is awful and certain, with regard to it, 
makes us dread tbetboughu of it. Now, I wiOi atprefeot 
to combat tbe dangerous fecurity of the firfl, and tbe im- 
proper dread ot the others. Death is uncertain : You are 
therefore impnid^t not to be occupied withthc thou^ts of 
it, but to allow it to lurprilc you : Death is certain ; You . 
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nbco are fboHfli to dtaid'thfe iboit|^.of it, iUd .it ougfat 
jt«>n to- be out of your figbt : , think, upon deatb. . bcctuTc 
iyou know not the hour itwiU wrive: Ttupk.upoa dwh, 
■becaafe it mafi arrive. . Thit is the fubjefi oF tbc prcfeot 
difcourfe. 

Fart I. — ^TbcfirAftep which msn makes in life, is like. 
-wife the firft towards the grave : From the noment his eyes 
Jopen to the light, the femetice of death, is pronounced 
againft him ; and, as though it were a crime to live, it it 
-fuffictCBt that he lives, to make htm deferviog oJ death. 
That was not our firfl disftiny : The Author of our being 

. had at firft animated our clay with a breath of immortality ; 
iHc had placed in us a Iced of life, which the revolution of 
meithcr years nor time could have weakened or extinguifbed. 

' Jiis work was fo perfed, that it might have defied the duia. 
.-tioD of ages, while nothing external could have dillblved, 
JOT even injured its harmotiy. Sin alpne withered this di- 
vine feed, ovennmed this blefled order, and armed all 
jcreated beings againfi man : And Adam . became iqortal, 
the moment be became a finner : " By fin," faid the Apof- 
tie, *■ did dejth enter into the world." 

From our birth, therefore, we all bear it within us. It 
appears, that, in our mother's womb we have fucked in a 
ilow poifon, with which we come into the world ; which 
makes us laAguifh on this earth, fome a longer, others a 
more limited period, but which always terminates in death : 
,We die every day ; every moment deprives us of a por- 
tion of life, and advances us a flep towards the grave : The 
body pines, health decays, and every thing which. fur> 
rounds, aflilts to defin^ us; food corrupts, medicines 
weaken us; the fpiritual fire, whieh inieriially animates, 
confumesus; and our whole tiftf is only a long and painful . 
^ ficknefs. 
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>fi«luieA. Wow, iAAa^ttiBttoa, wliit«iHgfe'Otig&c tote 
-fofimiiliar to nMOMi death >?■ A criwiwl co a demaed to-dH^ 
«lHCfaever way be csfEs hi* «;ws vtwl ouiibe fee bbttMi 
HfehnCboljr obJ«6i ? Jted tkouitlie longer cr Aoikn pcooA 
we have to live make a Tufficient difirrencCr to ealMe «ft 
to tbiak ourfelves immortil oa this earth f 

b n tree, tba the near«re vt on Uu ii not aSkoe 
SoMe, in peace, feethfeir dayi^row upon them lotfaeiMdt 
advanced age, and the tNfidritgn ot the Uefliiigt of the 
primevKl aget ek{rire4uHof yeara, iivtb«iibdftof«BDiiieiv 
oua pofterity ; othen, Wreftcd in the trnttdic sF their coutTa, 
fee, like king iH«Kckibb, '^e gates «f the ^«e open !for 
dinn, white yctia their prime ; snd-Uke faint, " fe«k lila 
" vain Tor the rcTidue Of their year* :" Then are feme wh» 
iftity'fbew thunM*«s m 'it wnte ontbe oanh; who finHi ' 
their cOOrfe with ihe d»y, and who, itte the flowers of tte 
field, leavfc fdirtelf an interval bstwiMt the inllant wbic^ 
views them jti th^t- bloom, and that which Tees them with^ 
cred and cUtolF. the fotal itiomant marked for ieacfa it* 
tMft written in the botfk of lite, whi^ the Lamb ot Ootf 
alone bai a right to open. We all live, Aen, uncertain of 
the duration of our life ; and this uncertaint)', of ilfelf fo 
fit to render us watchful of our lafl'hour, even lulls our 
T^ildnce. We neVer thitlk on death, beeaufe we 'know 
Bctt exaElly-in what age of life to-phce^it : We even n^ 
^rd not old age Bs'the term,' atleail fnfe-and inevitable t 
The doubt Of ever rearhing that period, whieh furety 
ought to fix and'limit ourhopes'to this' fide of deerepitudtf, 
ferVei only to make us'llretcb tfaem beyond it. Unable t» 
fettle itfelf on any thing eertain, ourdrcad becomes a vagiM 
and confufed'Aeding, which fixe* On nothing-; in fo macli 
that tbe uncertainty, wbitfh ought only to dweU on riie 
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$I«w, I %. in (ke firft pWc, tl»t of »lilt dirp<^aii% 
jibisiRtbenfl)^«nABQftiBipni(tcat: IvppeaitoyouJctvt* 
fot this truth. la wi evil which may li^e pttac* every iaiy, 
io be more difrcgarded, thw anotbef whieh. thfoftens yow 
«tity.tt the exptrattOfl o( a nutpber of yr»n ? What I Im- 
Oiafe your foul ms); every moment be lewUed. you wouU 
tranquilly. iive m though you-were never to Wo it? Ha, 
«Me the danger ii alvnytpivfent, ctrcuMTpcdipaWconn 
J*& neceflary f But i« wh«t other (imatiog gr viccumlUncf 
ol- Life, exce^ that o( our eternal falvaiioD. d<K» vnofft 
tainty become aa cutiie for ffcurity wd pcgte^ 7 l>iMt 
Ihe.'condftftof that ftrvaot io die g«ffel, who Undef p»- 
-lence thnt bit naAcrdetoyedto return, and that he knew 
mtt the. bottr yrben be Aould arrive, appU«) his proparty la 
)ii>4>vftpttrpafet,.3t if heoeverwcne «orand«'acaOHntLof 
it, appear to you a prudent difc barge '><U' Ihr idDiy ? W^ 
other niottvea bat Jefut Chrift made ufe c^, to exhort ua 
«o aiit^IfiKit watchMg i- md. Wl^t in re^igioji ia m*n 
proper 10 awalie iwr vigiiiPfle* dwn thp wicartaimy of ^ 
laft-Aay? 

, AJh, flsy brAhiea I wetetfeiiterwiabciiably marlwdfcir 
«id of IM '{ were the kingdom bf God, hhe the Aari, to eoina 
alakaown and fixed revoknioa; atourtuith, wereMtrpor* 
taena 'Wtitten on our foreheada ; thejtiMBfaer of ouryevs, 
mdUiebMBldkywhioh.lbaUtetininBteiben: that.fiiedand 
certiKn object, botreser ^ilaid, would inceffantly etnplojr 
•itr tbougha, HOnld agiute, aad derive ua of eretyimn. 
^ujl RKWient; wa would always regvd the interval befora 
■a be* ftort ; that objcd, in Ipite of us, alwayi pre&Bt t« 
9IK «ad, wBuld dirguft u< with every tinttg j vouU rm* 
^^ der 
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der every pleafure infipid, fortune iodifierent, and Ibe 
whole world lircrome and a burden : That terrible mometlt, 
which we would no more lofe fight of, would reprefs our 
]>afliom, extinguiOi our animtoHties,' difarm revenge, calni 
thfr revolts ot the flefli, and mingle itfelf in all ourrchemei'; 
and our lite, thus lintlled to a cehain number of daya, fix- 
ed &nd known, would be only a prepanition for that lafl iiro- 
ment." Are we in onr fenfes, my brcchicn ? ScAh'fMa 
ei a diftance, at a fare and fitted point, would fill ns' witb 
dread, detach ut from the'worfd and ourfelvet, callus to 
God, and inc^flantly occbpy our thoughts ; and ibis tame 
death, Uncertain, which may happen every day, every in- 
ftant ; (bit fame death, which muft furprifc us when' we 
leafl expeft it j whiA is perhaps at the gate, engages not 
OM" Mtentton, arrd leaves us tirahquil: What do If^'t 
leaves "us all .our palD«i>a, onr criminal attachments, our 
ardour for the world, -pleafares, and fortune ; and brcaUfe 
it is ndt certain that we flialldie to day. We live as if we 
were to live for ever. ■ • 

' Obfefve, lAy brethren, thai (fair uticettainty is in eflcA 
accompanied with all the cfrcnmSancet moft capable of a> 
hrmiag, or at leaft of engaging the attention of a prvdeot 
man, who makes any ufe of his reafon. In the firil place, 
the farprife of riiat tafl day you havelo ^ead, is n«t one of 
tbofe inrc and Ungolar accidents, which beta! only fotne 
unCortnnate wretcfaea, and-which it it more prudent to dM"- 
regard thantoforefae.' In-order R> be furpri(«d by'dsatfi; 
tbp queflion at prercnt is not. thaf tfae thunder Aould UW 
npflo yourbeadt, diat yoo (bould be buried under'the tains 
of your palaces, that you- ftould be fwaDowcd up by 4ie 
waves, nor many otbar accidents, wbtrfe fingutarily rendert 
llicm more terrible, though left dreaded; it is a common' 
evil : sot a day paflea. without fumiflung fome examples ; 
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idmoft all'ffleAare firt^ifrd by dath ; all (e« it approach, 
while tb^ belief; it yti at a dittaoce; aR Tay to themfclves, 
, like £tte foolift man iA the gDf];Ml, " Why 0outd 1 be 
•■ atrdld ,' I have Aidny yeari ya to cotM ?" In this manner 
Bav^ yba feen depart, yOur fHatidils, fVietidsi and almoft 
tfll tbtyf^ whdft death you hiivt mtaetkA ; every iAftance' 
furprifed y6u ; yoii expefted it tioi fo fobn ; and you en- 
deflvdutcil tt> accMiilt fctr it by huoian teafcfnt ; [ath as the 
itnpnlde&te of the parent, or the want of proper advice 
and itaediclDeS 1 btit the ohiy and trae. reafoii is, that ihs 
Koor <rf the Lord alWilyl taUt ai by furprire. 

The earth h like i iafl field of baule, whti« we are eve. 

ly d^ engaged with the enemy ; you liave happily efcaped 
to-day ; but you bave' whaeffed the fall of many, who 
tike you, expeCled to' fbrvlve : to-idonow yon agkin aiuft 
«nter the lifb ; and who has told you that fortufte. To ca- 
jtricioui witfa regard to Otben, to you alofte will continue 
. favourable P And fiAceyou at laft muft pfriOi there, ati 
you pfiident in building a fiked dnd permanent habitation, 
OA the very fpot. perfaapi, inteaded for your tomb ? Place 
^outfetvei in any pofTtble Atuation, (here ii not a moment 
but diay be ybur Ufl, and' hai aQualiy beett fo to fome 
of yotir brethren; no brilliant aQioo, but diay terminate 
In the etental (hades of the grave ; and Herod il flruck in 
the ulctQ ot the fetvile Hhd foollfh apptaufei of bi« people : 
Ho day let apart for the folemn difplay of worldly tnagnifi- 
cence, but' may conclude with your funeral pOiiip ; and 
Jezebel was precipitated the very day Die had fchofen fo 
Ihow berfelf in her greateft pride and ofteiitation, from the 
windows of ber palace : No feftival, but may be the feaQ 
of death; and fielAta^ar ckpiredi&the midftof a fumptu- 
oui banquet. No rcpofe, but may condu£l you to an 
cveilaRing Ileep : and HoluferncS, in the heart of hiiarmy. 
Vol. I. ' H h and 
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and coaqimot o{ fo many, kingdoms and provinces, fell, 
ooder thcihokeof a fimple Jewifh woman: Nodifeafe, 
but may be the fataLicrm ot your courfc ; .and wtrj. dity 
you fee tbe Qigbtell complainti dccieve the opinion^ of the, 
■noft IkilEul, and the expe£btioni of tlie patient, apd al- 
ntoft in an infant take the turn of death : la a word, fi-. 
gure yourfelves in any po(fiblc flage or Aatton of life, and, 
with difficulty can you number tfaoTe who have been fur. 
prifed in a limilar fituation ; and what right have you to 
expeQ, that you alone fhall be exempted iijfm a lot com-. 
m<m to all P You allow, you cootefs this : but thefe con- 
feflion) are merely words of courfc, and are never follow, 
ed by a fingle precaution, to fecure you from the danger. 

, sdly, Did this uncertainty turn, only on the hour, the 
place, or the manner of your death, it wouM appear lel^ 
Ihocking : for, after alf, fays a Holy Father, what mauer^ ' 
it to a' Chriiliaji. whether he Audi expire in the midflof hi* 
connefUonv or in the country of flrangeri ; in the bed of 
forrow, or the abyfs 6f'the wayet ; provided he dies iq 
piety and righteoufnefs P But whatrenders this terrible, if^ 
the uncertainty, whether you fl^ail die in the Lord, or i^ 
(in ; that you fhall know not what will be your lot in. that 
oiher region, where conditions change no more; into 
whofe batids, at iu departure from the body, your foi^l 
(remblingk a ftranger and aloqe, fhall fall : whaher it Ihall 
be furronnded with li^t, and carried to the foot of the 
throne on the winga of blcflied^ and happy fpiriti, or envc* 
loped in darkneis, and call headlong into the gulf : You 
hang betwixt thefe two eternities :. You know not to 
which you Ihall be attached : Death alone will difclofe the 
fecret ; and in this unceruinty, you remaja tranquil, and 
indolently wait its approach,, as though it were a matter of 
no importance to you, upr to determine your eternal hap- 
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pinds or mifery ? Ah ! my brethren, were it eTen_true, 
■ that air^na* with its, the inipioui man wonld ftHl he fooliBi 
-in faViag, " Let ai think not on death; let ni eat atfd 
" drink, for to>morrow we die :" The more he fband life 
igrecable, the mOre reafon would he have to he afraid of 
flealh, which to him wonld however be oniy a ceffMi<Mi ol 
cxillence. "But we, to whom fiuth opens profpefls of 
JpunifinDcrit, or: eternal rewards, beyond the grave j we 
who muft reach the gates ot death, ftilt uncertain of this 
dreadful alternative, is there not ■ folly. What do I fay ? 
a madnefs (not to be lure in profeffing the fentimeAts of the 
Impious, *' ]-«t'Us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die)," 
in living as though We thought like him > Is it pofltble we 
Can remain afingle inAiit unoccupird with that decifive 
monient, and without aHaying, by the precautions of faith, 
that trouble and dread into which this uncertainty muft 
cafl a f(Nil, who has not yet Eenomtcei^ hi* eternal hopei 7 

'■ ^dlyt'ln all other unceruinttes, the number of thoffe 
wht/fliarethe &me danger; may inlpire us with confidence; 
or rcfburcres, with which we fixtef o'urrefves, may leave u* 
-more li-anquil ; or, even at tfie worft, the' difappoinftnent 
-(ec^rs a' leflbn, which teaches us, toourcoft, to be more 
guarded in future : But, in the dreadful uncertainty in 
qoeflton, the number bf thofe who run the ftme rift can 
diminifh nothing from our danger ; all the ferources'witb 
which we may flatter onrfelves on the bed of dtfath, are, in 
genera^,: merefy ilhtfive ; and relt^n Hfelf, which furniftiM 
iheita, dart' ground bnt fmatl hopes on them : In a word, 
the raiftake is irremediable; we ^ only once, and our 
paD Folly can no more ferve at a lefTon to guard us from 
.luture error. Our misfartune, indeed, opens our eyes; 
tint tbele new lights, which diflipate our blindnefs, become 
. ttfeleA, by the itnnutabiKqf of our flate, add are rathera 
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tnui |uev)r4|t 9f ouratUny.. wbicb']t»|fmi ip tew ar 
*rtt^ cwth) mapiie, ao4 to ocotfion tbeipp^gvievouf 

' pNTtion ei our jHinifliqtePtt tbMt yif« TC^diWi wiiiclf 

. |B4y 1CB<1 lU-tO TtpCjUMM. 

Upon wltft, tibm, c»i> you juftiiy tbii {irpfonnisiia ij^ 
coinpTdMiai^ieiwgteidoi' yoDrla^iUy.'iFiwlNchjaHlivv; 
On ywth, wMc)» WV Ik^ M» promMe yw nwy jev* 
y«tp c(«p«? 

Y«Dtbt Butth*foa«( tb^iriiloirt^ l^MBw^yyvvng: 
'fioei dcM)) refpeS ag9» or nnk ? Yo«th ! But ifatt it «x* 
afiljr wbal iQako mc treinblfl tor yon ; licentiovf mwnt W^ 
pleiTum to csc^rSf wxtntn^at psffioai, amtntuni* dcr 
firei, the daogeri of Wt thtril (or renown^ antLjthe Iflp 
iin of rtVci^sp : !■ it pot diniag the pnrfvit, ^irgi^ficfr 
tton of foow Ofle of tbtfv p^fioni, (bat the Rwjor^jr of 
men finifli their career ? A<!oniw, but for hi* debaucbcnca, 
flight bave Kved to a good old age ; Ab&Joai, hut Igr b<> 
avbitioa; tbtkiogof Sacbeni'i Ion. )>ut (orbia lore of 
Pioah ] Jonatbfa. bad %)ary p». dug a gnTc Epr ^im t^ 
tb(! mouDtvMof Gilboa. Ywtb! ^ul it it tbc.tiEiiM^p 
of dangetSi vad tbe rock opoq whtcb life gvofrat^^iUf. 

Once toon, tben. Upon what do yw round your bc|peii,? 

' On tbe ftrengtb of yonrconftitvtioD ? Bufwhjtt iitbebe^ 
ffhibUSwd heakb ? A fpark vbicb a brrath A^U cxtinguifii : 
A fingte day'i fiolcncfi it fu^cieot to by low the moft rOr- 
buB. I examine not after thth whetber yon do opt i:tao 
flatter yourfelves 'on thu point : If a body, ezhMified by 
the uTcgalarities of youth, dp not aonoiunc^ to yeui flAr^ 
minds tbcfentcqce of death; jf babitnal ipfirnutief do xu* 
lay open before you th« gate* of the gr*ve-; if dtli^grKar 
bk iodicatioiw do not awnaw yin> wiib fbtsc fvddso acci- 
dent. 
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Joof wbicJi niiiftvt taft raon; fp wi cod ? X«o)l l)»ck. w)4 
Ice wliere now ne your youthful yean 7 Wbu ^nc« «t folii) 
j(^ 4o tbcy lcav« id your rdaembrance ? Not.iBDcp dun f 
yifion of tlw nigbt ; you drnm tim yifu h^ve lived, Wf) 
b^>old aU that ii Ich (oysu of it : All t))U inttrval, «)i^ 
Icd.frGvp' ypur binb to tbe prefcQt d^qr, ia lite sr^id fl«0if 
wfaofft piITage the rye. W from 4wcU)i^ op, am wjtb 4ifr 
^(:u]ty ftt : Had you begun to live, even with tke vtaii 
itfeM, tlwfaft would QQV ivpear to you ocHber <9ff^ nor 
j^rc real] all tb««get, tU^ei down to ifae {wcfeot djqr, 
ypti we^ld Ifok upon ai fiigUive infljuiti^ all tbe satio^f 
»4kfa hwe BpiDBaxed and Aibppcaiyd pn tbe eafjh j aU nhp 
fCToliinoiiipf eiq»irsiuidt.iii8dotUf; aUt^lejpodeve^M 
Vhidt einbelUfll our hiftorics, to you vrg^U be f nly fbe difi- 
fjeieat femes pE a Ibow. wbich you hj4 (era copchtded i? _ 
a ^. .Bjccolka the viaow. thit pitfttiH)^ t^'tti^ % 
gloripu* treaties, tb^ nugniScence, Uw rpl«p4i4 f v.eotf t4 
ibefirftycar»«{ thiiieigDi npftof ypH bavicHKonly witr 
mOed. b|itbav«ftuvtidiBtbcir4«iSv«i48^t «>»'•••> 
Bala will cooTcy tbem 4owji to our iatcft foRtfity ; but t9 
you, tbey are already hut a dream i bitf a monfftfry flafli 
which is extiogui{hed,and which every day e&ces more and 
nxwe from your reinefnbr«pc|Q, Wbat, fh^i, ixtJwj fmall " 
fORioB you h«vi! ftill to ^ccpigpjifli ? C^n.you h^ifve thaf 
tfa«4f>y* to come have isoie reality tban tbo&alre^ paft? 
Yean appcv long, while yet .at a4iilwce> arnvjid^ thity 
.vamih, they flip fn«a ua is aa.inftaM; apd fcarpdy (h^) 
.w« h«ve looked arauo^ ua> w^n, ai if by fnctipntmeot/ 
,w« Aalt ^nd onrlelvesattbe lata! term, which AUlappcarr 
.pd £» diflnu. fbat w« raOdy f:o)ioltu)^ it.iif»ifli .tifvv "Ti 
.rive. View tb« world, fuch ar ypu have Icea it in your 
yowhtul days, i^d fuch j« yo% uom ice it : New jterbna* 
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ges have monntrdthe Aa^; the grand parts are filled by 
• new kRori ; they are nfew events, new intrigues, new paf-' 
fiohs, ne^liCToei in virtue ai well as in vice, which ciigage 
the praifes, (ferifions, and cenfurAt of the' public ; a nevr 
world, wfihont your having perceived !t, hasinfenflbly rifen 
on the wrecks of the firft ; every thing palTes with and like 
yoQ ; a velocity which nothing can"ftop, dragi all into the 
gulf of eternity : Yeftcrday our anceltors cleared the way 
for us ; and 'ta-ntorrow,''we (hall do the lame for thofe who 
aretofo)lbw; 'Ages fueceed each other ; the apjfearance oE 
the world incefTaiitly changes ; th* deadand'theliviDg-con- 
tinually replace and fucceed each other : NcAhing Hands flSlI ; 
all changes, all waftes Way, all has an end : Cod alone re- 
tnaineth always the hmc : lie torrent q( ages, whttii 
fweeps away all men, flows before Tns eyes ; and, with in-. 
digiiation,'fke lees weak mortals carried down by thatrapid 
courfe, Jnfhil him while pafTmg ; wifli, bf that tranfitory 
tnRant, t^ conflitute ^11 their happinets ; and at their de- 
paitnre from it, &lt into the hands of his vengeance and 
wrath. Where, fay* the AJK^le, amongft us, are now 
" the wife ? And a man. We're he even capable of gbvemiii^ 
the world, can he merit that name ftom the raonient that he 
forgets what he is, and what he nluft be ? 

Neverthelefs, my brethrett, what impreflion on us doei 
the tnlbbility of every thing worldly make ? The death of 
ourrelations, friends, competitors, and mailers? We never 
^ink that we arc immediately to follow themj we t>itnk 
only of decking oiirfelves oiit in their fpoifs ; we think not 
on the little time they had enjoyed them, bat only on the 
pleafure they mu(t have had in their poflefSon : We haften 
to profit ourfrivek from the Vreck of each other: We are 
like thofe feoliihfbldiers, who, intheheatof battle, when 
their companions are every moment falling around them, 
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c^erl^ load themfelvei wiih their clothes ; and Icarcely 
vc they put oDi whcQ a mortal blow at once deprives theiq 
of their abfurd decoratktiu and life. In this manner the 
Tod decks himfelf with the fpoili of the father ; clofes his 
eyes ; fucceedt to bis rank, fortune, and dignities ; con^ 
du£l) the pomp of his funeral, and leavu it, more occ^ipi- 
cd with, more aSeflcd by the new titles with which he is 
now inve&ed, than iullruQed by the lafi advices of a dying 
prent ; than affli£led for his lofs, or even undeceived with 
regard to the things of the earth, \>y a light, which places 
before his eyes their JnTignificaocy, and announce* to him 
the Came delliay foon. The death of our companipns tt, 
not amoreurefullelTon to us : Such a perfon leaves vacant 
^ office, which we hafien to obtain ; another promotes us 
a Hep in the fervice ; claims expire with this ,one, which 
loight have greatly embarralTed us ;. th^t one now leaves us 
tiie indifputcd favourite oE our fovereign ; another brings 
us a Hep nearer to a certain dignity, and opens the road to a 
rank which his death alone could render atuinable ; and on 
tbefe occalions, our fpiritsare invigorated; we adopt new 
meafuret, and form new proje& ; and, far from our eyes 
being opened, by the examples of thofe whom we fee dif- 
appear, there ilfue, even from their aOies, fatal fparks, which 
isQame all our defires and altachment's to the world,; and 
death that gloomy picture of our mifery, reanimates more 
paflions among men, than even all the illufions of life. 
What then can detach us from this wretched world, fincq 
death itfelf Teems only to knit more itiongly the bond*, and 
flrengthcn us in the error which bind us to it 7 

. Here, my brethren, I require nothing from you but rca. . 
Ton. What are the natural confequences which good fenfc 
alone ought (o draw from the uncertainty of d^ath ? 

'. ■ !/. 
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\fi, "the flour of tleith is nntfertaiti: Ewry yCar^ eve.' 
#y dkf, evety tnoment, tnAj be theUft o1 our life; it 
il ^fufd;' t!hcn, by attaclnifg Oitrfelvei to vt'hat BiilA pa^ 
«way in aA titftatit, to f^crifics the only richet which ta« 
AemaJ; every thing you do forthe earth OD^t (bercftwe to 
appAr at lofl, iiace yoti baw no ititercA there i you cati 
Repaid on nothing there, and can carry nothing froitl it ; 
bat what you ffaall have A^mA for heaven: The kingdoms of 
the earth, and all their glory, ought not then for a indment 
to balance the interefts of your eternal welfare, fince tbtf 
greateft fortune cannot aStire you of a day more than the moll 
humble ; and fince the only coufequencCr which £ao accrtltf 
from it, il a more deep and bitter forrow on the bed of 
death, when you flull be obliged for ever to part front 
them ; evety care, every movement, every, defire, ought 
therefore to centre in eftabHfliing for yOvrfelvet a penaa- 
nent and orrchangeable fortune, an eternal happioefs, which 
fadeth not away. 

tdly. The hour of your death it un<:ertain : Yon ongltf 
(ben to exped it every day ; never to permit ytMirfelvei an 
afiion, in which you would wifli not to be furprifed ; u 
Confidcr alt yotlr proceedings,' as tboTe of a dying man, 
who every moment expeQi hii foul to be recalled ; to vSt 
In eveiy thing, as though you were tint inflam to render 
account of your condu£t ; and, fince you cannot anfwer 
for (he tittle which is to come, in fuch a manner to regu- 
late the prerent, that you may have no occafion for the tu. 
tore lo repair'itt errors. 

LaAly, The hour of your death Is uncertain : delay not 
then, your repentance ; time preflt^s, tiallen then youf 
converfion to the X^ofd : You caUfiOl alfure yourfdvei of 
a day, and you defer it to a diflant and uncertain period to 

come. 
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come. Were you nnfortiiDately to {wallop a mortal poi- 
faa; would jrou put off to aDother daf; the tiial of tbe only 
mtidotc which might fave yow lite? .Would the agent of 
daatb, which yoiicarrieclia-yourbowel9ja]|oW of dda/ak 
«idn^le&P Such is iyour Astb. If you, be. wife, bav« 
mftant retourfe t6 your precautions t You cany death is 
yourfoul, fince in. 'it' you cany fin; faaflen to ap[dy the 
•emetly, firiceeverymonntt iipreciousilohim, who can- 
not depeoA '<« one i. the poifonoos iievcrage which infe£la 
your foul, cannot long be trifled with ; thcgoodneftot God 
ftill hoUi out to yon a cure ; haften, once more I (ay, to 
Ircure it, while it is not yiet too late. Should entreaties be 
nocci&try to detembiBe >your compliaaccf ought not the 
profpeft of relt^ io be fAficient ? Is it naceflary to exf 
bort an unfbnunaie wrtnch, }«ft finking in! the waves, ti6 
•Kcrt.his eAdearmm to filve hMnfelfp .Ought youv ia.tfai* 
natter, to hkve »6cafton for our njiniilry ? Your laA hotft 
'^proaofaieB ; youffoou ibaS havelo appear before the tribur 
ml of. God. : You may ufefuUy 'employ the moncittt 
which yet remaidKtb'you': Almoft all thdfe, whole d<;par> 
iuae fivm tbia worid ifeid are daily witnelling, allow ii ta 
flip&oni tlieai,'antl|die withouf bBvia^ readied any advant 
Itge ti<i>m-iti You imibite their ;neglcA;-;ithe fame far-f 
^fe awitti yoUv'aUdiitetfacm<yoawill be cutoff befoK 
tbe wwk d4 retonnatiaB has commfcnCed. - Tbey bad been 
warned of iti'aBdia'tbsramemanHrSvewaTR you; theif 
mtfery touches you not.; and tbeiUnfortDitrte lot iwbiob 
awaits you, will not'miiEcren&faly aB!c£btbofeto whofB-Mt 
fialtone dayaaBonnb&'itf it is Afuotafltonibf blindnefs; 
which palTes frooi fadier'to fon, and is perffetuated .on ibe 
earth : We all with to live better, ^nd we aU die before vfi 
have begun to rdbnn. 

. Vol.. I. ' . . J Ii , Such, 
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Sucb, my brethren, are the prudent and natural reflecr 
tioo5 wbich the luiceruinty of our laft hour, fliould lead 
ui t0 make. Bat it*, on account of itt uncertainty, yon 
are imprudent, in paying no more attention to it, than as if 
it were never to arrtTe, -the fearful portion attending' iu 
certainty flill lefiexcufes your folly, in llriving to remove 
that melancholy image frotn your mind, under the pretence 
of iti' only tending to empoiftm every corofort, and to 
dcAroy the tranquillity of life. This, it what I have ftill 
to lay before you. 

Fart U.-^Man lovei not to dwell upon his nothtngneff, 
andmeannefc: whatever recall to him bis origin, puts him 
in mind alfo of hU end, wounds his pride, interelts- felf» 
love, attadu tfae'foundation of all his paflioni, and gives 
birth to gloomy ^d difagreeable thoogbts. To die ; to 
difappear from the earth ; to enter tRe dark abyft of eter- 
nity J to become a carcafs, the food of ivorms, the horror 
of men, the hideous inmate of a tomb ) th^t fight .aloiiei 
revolts every fenfe, dillrafls reafon, blackens imagination, 
and empoifons every comtort in life; 'iln dare not fix-our 
looks on fo bideons an image ; we r^^ that thought, at 
the nudt gloomy and hitter of all ^ ^ We dread, we fiit from 
every thing, which may force its remembrance on our mind, 
« thou^ it would faaften the aj>prroach of tb« fatal honr: 
Under a pretence of ;t«idemefs, we. love not to hear men- 
lion of our departed friends ; care'is taken to remove oar 
anention, from the places in which they have dwelt, and 
from every thing which, along wiihthnr idea, at the tame 
time awakens that i>f death, whicbhak deprived us of them. 
We dread all. melancholy recitals ; in that rcfpefl, we carry 
our terrors even to the moil childiOi fnper&icioii ; in every 
trifle our fancy feet fatal prognoflications of death ; in the 
winderings of a dream, in tbe nightly founds of a bird, in 
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the caAiitl number of a company, and ia many other eir- 
cumflanccs dill more ridiculous ; every where we imagino 
it before us; and, for that very reafon, we endeavour to- 
ezpd it Irom our ibou^U. 

Now, my brethren, thefe e'xcellive terrors, were par> 
donable in Pagant, to whom death was^the greateft miifor- 
tuoe, feeing they had no expeftation beyond the grave} 
and that, living without hope, they died without confola-. 
tion. But that death Qiould be fo terrible to Chriltians, ii 
a matter of aftonifliment ; and that the dread ol that image 
fliould even ferve ai a pretext to remove iu idea from their 
mindi, ii ftill more fo. 

For, in the firll place, 1 grant, that you have reafon to 
dread that lafl hour ; but, ai it is certain, I cannot con- 
ceive why the terrors of it fhould prevent your mind trom 
dwelling upon, and endeavouring to anticipate its evils : 
on the contrary, it feeins to me, that in proportion as the 
' danger is great to which you are expofed, you ought more 
conltantly to keep it io view, and to ufe every precaution, 
that it may not uke you unawares. What ! The more the 
danger alannt you, the more it Ihould render you indolent 
■nd carelefs ! The exceSive and improper terrors of youc 
imagination (bould cure you, even of that prudent dread, 
which operates your falvation ; and becaufe you dread too 
much, you fhould abandon every thought of it ! But, where 
is the man, whom a too lively fenfeof dinger renders calm 
and intrepid ? Were it neceffary to march through a nar- 
row and Heep defile, furrounded on aH (ides by precipices, 
would you order your eyes to be bound, that you might 
not fee your danger, and left the depth of the gull belbw 
Ihould turn your head ? Ah ! my dear hearer, you fee the 
grave open before yoa, and that Q>e£lacle alarms you ; bub, 
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in place of laktng an tiie prec«nioni,> offered to joahy 
wM^otii to prevent you Falling headlong into the gnlf, 
ydu cover your eyes, that you may not fee it : Yon By to 
diffipation, to chafe its idea from your minil ; and like thof{» 
unfortunate vi£liins ol Paganifig, you run to the ftake, 
your eyes covered, crowned with floweri, aod fiirToonded 
. by dancing and fongs of joy, tJiat you may not have leifure 
to reflet on the fatal term, to which this pomp coaiaQa; 
and Icall you fliould fee the altar, that ji to fay, the bed of 
death, where yon are immediately to be £urificed. 

Befides, by repelling that thought, could you likewife 
repel death, your terrors would then at leaft have an czt 
cufe. But think, or think not on it, death always advan- 
ces ; every effort you make, to exclude tti remembrance, 
brings you nearer to it, and, at the appointed hour, it will 
Come. Wha,t then do you gain by turning your mind 
fixnn that thought 7 Do you leflen the danger ? On the 
contrary, you augment it, and render a furprifal inevitable. 
By averting your eyes, do you fotten the horror of that 
fpeflacle ? Alas ! You only multiply its terrors. Were 
you to familiarize yourlelves more with the thoughts of 
death, your mind, weak and timid, would infenGbly accuf- 
torn itfelf to it ; You would gradually acquire courage to 
view it without anguiDi, or at leafl, with refignalion, on - 
the bed of death ; it would no longer be an unufual and 
Jtrange fight. A long anticipated danger aftoniQies not : 
Death is only formidable the (irA time that the imaginatitm 
dwells upon it ; and it is only when not eitpe£led, an no 
provifion made againft it, that it is to be dreaded. 

But, when that thought fhould even difquiet, and Gil 
you with impreflioiis of'dread and forrow, where would 
be the dilappointment F Are yon, uptm the earth, to live 
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only ia as indolent eafe, and folely engroffed by agr«eable- 
and fmittDg tbjcQst P We Ibould lofe our reafoii, by yon, 
were we to devote our attention to this difmil TpeQacte, 
without the relaxation of plcafures. We ihould lofc our 
iealbn> I But fo many faithful foulit who in all their afUon* 
mingle that thought ; who make the remembrance ol that 
hft hour the check to curb dieir paffions, and the moft 
powerful inducement to fidelity ; fo many illuftrioui peni- 
tenitt who have buried tbemfelves alive in their tombt, ' 
that they might nevec lofe fi^t ol that ohjefi; the bolyi 
who every day. fnflered death, like the Apoftle, that they 
might live for ever, have they, in confequence of it, loft 
their reafon ? You fhould lofe your rcafon I That is to fay, 
yon would re^d the world as an exilement ; pjeafures aa 
an intoxication ; fin ai the greateft of evils ; places, ho. 
aouTS, Avour, and fortune, as dreams ; and falvation as 
the grand' and only objeQ worthy of attention : Is that to 
lofe our reafon ? BlefTed folly ! And would that you, trom 
tlus moment, were amongft the number of thefe foolifl) fa* 
ges. Yon would lofe your reafon ■ Yes, (hat falfe, worldly, 
proud, carnal, and miflaken reafoa, which feduces you ; 
that comipted reafon, which obDcures faith, auihorifes the 
pafBons, makes us prefer the prefent moment to eternity.; 
takes the fhadow tor the fuhflance, and leads all men aflray : 
Yet, that deplorable reafon, that vain philofophy, which 
looks upon as a weaknefs the dread of a future Jlate, and 
becaafe it dreads it too much, feems, in appearance, ot 
endeavoort to force itfelf, not to believe it at all. But 
that prudent, ealighteoed, .moderair, and Chriilian reafon, 
that wifdom of the ferpem, fo recommended in the gofpel, 
it is in that remembrance that you would find it : Thai wif> 
dom, fays the .Holy Spirit, preferable to all tHe treafures 
and honour& of the earth ; that wifdom fo honourable to 
■oan. and wljicb exalts hint fo much abov^ hioifetf ; that 
wifdom 
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wifdom- which hai Fcmnecl fo many Chriftian heroci, it it 
the image alwajffc prcfent ol your laft hour, whrcfa will em- 
bellifh your foul with it. But that thought, you add, 
fliould we take it into our head to enter deeply into, and 
to dwell continoally upon it, would be fit to make ua 
renbunce all, and to fonn the tnoQ violent and overftiatn- 
ed refolutiom ; that is to Tay, would deUch you trom the 
w(M-ld, your vices, paflioni, the infamy of your excefies, 
sad make you lead a chajlc, regular and Chriftian life, alone 
worthy ot reafon : Thcfe are what the world calls violent 
and overflrained refolutiom. Butlikewife, nnder pretenci 
oi ibunntog pretended excefiet, would |you refufe to 
adopt the moft neceflar)' reftdqtioris ? Make a beginning at 
any rate ; the firll tranfporti foon begin to abate ; and it it 
much more eafy to moderate the ezcefles of piety, than to 
animate its coldnefs and indolence. Dread nothihg front 
the exceffive fervour and tranfports of your zeal ; you can 
never, in that refpeft, go too far. An indolent and fen. 
fual heart, fuch as your'st nurfed in pleafures and effemi- 
nacy, and void of all tafte for whatever pertains to the fer- 
vice of God^ docs not promife any very great indifcre- 
tions in the fieps of a Chriftian life. You know not your- 
felves ; you have never experienced what obfiacles all 
your inclinations will calf in the way of your fimplefi ex- 
ertions in piety. Take mczfurci only againA coldnefs and 
difcouragement, which are the only rock you have ta 
dread. What blindnefs ! In the fear of doing too much 
for God, we do nothing at all ; the dread'ot beftowing too 
much attention on our falvation, prevenu as from labour- 
ing towards it ; and we lofe ourfelvee for ever, left we 
fliould too furely attain falvation : We dread chimerical 
cxceifes of piety, and we are not afraid of a departure 
from, and an afiual contempt of piety ttfcif. Does the 
fear of doing too much for fortune and rank, check your 
exertions 
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cxettioas, or cool Ae ardour of your ambition ? U it not 
tbu very hope which fupports and animates them i No> 
thing is too much for the wofld. but all u exceb for God : 
We fear, and we reproach ourfelves, left wc never do 
enough £[» an earthly eflablifliment ; and we check our- 
felves, ia the dread of doing too much tor an eternal fon- 
lune. 

But I go further, and fay, that it is a criminal ingrati^ 
tude towards God, to rejefi the thought of death, mere}f 
becaufe it difquietx aad^lanns you ; tor that imprelTion c4 
dread aiid terror, is a fpcctal grace with which you are fa- 
voured hy God. Ala»}'How many impious cl»ra6teiii , 
cxill wjio dcfpife it, who claim a miferable merit, in bc;- 
-hoiding-wiUi firmnefs iti approach, and who regard it as' 
the annihilation of their being) How many fa^ei and phi- 
lofophlTs in Chrillianity, who, without reiiouncing faith, 
Jimitall their rcfle£lions, all theJuperiorityof their talents, 
40 the tranquil view of its arrival ;. and who, during lite, 
exert the powers of their reafon, only in preparing for that 
laft moment, a conflancy and ferenity of mind, equally 
abfurd 35 the moft vulgar terrors ; a purpofe the moft im- 
pudent to which reafoD can. beapplied. It is, therefore, 
a fpscial ^ce beflowed on you by God, when he permiti 
that thought to have fuch an energy and afcendency itt yoiff 
fool ; in all probability, it is the way by which he wifhet 
to recal you to hirofelf : Should you ever quit your erro- 
neous and iniquitous courres, it will he through its influ- 
ence : Your falvation fcems to depend on that remedy. 

Tremble, my dear hearer, lefl your heart ihonU fortify 
' itfclf againft thefe falutary terrors ; left God fhoiild- with- 
draw from you this mean of falvation, and harden y.oa 
againft all the teirori ot religion. A favour, ogt only, def: 
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ptfed, but ev«i regarded ai a panUhnent, u foon fallow, 
ed with the indigBation, or at ieafl the indiHerencc of the 
benefaClor. Shauid that unibnuDatdy be evet the cafi^ 
then will ibe tnuige of death leave you all your tranquilli- 
ty : You wHI Bj to an entertaitMsent. the momciu yov 
bave quitted' the foleninity of a funeiat; with the fame 
eyes will yoB behold a hideous carcaft, or the criniiaalob> 
jed of your palGon ; then will you be even pleafed with 
yourfelf For having foared above all thefe vulgar fean, and 
even applaud yourfeLf, for a change io (errible towards youj: 
lalvation. Profit then, towardstbc regulation of your maor 
ners by that fenfibility, while it ii yet left to y^U by QvAa 
'Let your mind dwell ou all tho (j>je£ls proper tq rebd tbat 
JBuge, while yet it bai tnSuence to difturb the falfe peace of 
your paffions : Vifit the tomb of Y°*^ anceltori, in the pro- 
feitce of their albes, to meditate on the vanity of aU evthly 
^things ; go and aflt. What now, in tbefe dark habilatiow 
of death, remains to tbem of all their pleafures, digniticf^ 
and fplendour P open-yoorfdl tbefe gloomy dwelUeg*, ie> 
Seding on what they had formerly been, in tbe eyes of 
men, fee what they now are; fpe^lres, whofe prefencf 
you vrith difficulty can fupport ; loathfonie raaOes of wonoi 
end pBtretaflion ; Such are tfaey in the eyes of men ; but 
what arc they in the Gght of God ? Qefcend, in idea, into 
thefe dwellings of horror and infeQion, and chufe before 
band your own place; figure yourfelf in that bit hou^ 
extended on the bed of anguilfa, ftniggling with death, 
ytnir limbs benummed, and already feized with a mortal 
eoldneb ; your tongue already bound in the chains of 
death; your eyes fixed, covered with a cloud of confuGont 
and betwe which all things begin to diiappcar ; your tela> 
tioiu and friends around you,, ofiering up ineffeflual wiflies 
for your recovery, and Migmeotiog yoiir fears and.rcgreta, 
by the tendernefs of their figfas, and the abundance of 
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their lean : Reflet upon that (ight. To ioftrnAiye. fo in- . 
un&iagi jou then, in the difmal ftrugglei of tbu laft 
combat, proving that you are fttU in life, onl^ by the con- 
vulfioiii which announce your death; the whole world an- 
nihilated to yon; defpoysd for ever of all yonr dignitict 
awT titles; accompanied folely by your worlis. aad ready 
.to'appearin the prefonce of God. Thii is not a predifiion ; 
4t is the hiftory of all thofc who die every day to your 
jLnpwkdge, and it is the anticipation of your own. Tbtilk 
fifOa that terrible niotaent ; the day, jierhapi, it not far re- 
moved, yet however dtibuit it maybe, you will at. laC 
iieacb it, and the interval will feem to you only an inltuHt 
^d the only confolation you then can have, OuU be, to 
}mve made the fludy of, and preparation for death, the em* 
plc^tncnt of your life. 

; Vf/lfy, Am my final argument: trace to their fource 
theCeexceffive terrors, which render the image and tlKmgbM 
of death fo terrible, and you will undoubtedly find them 
originating from the diforders of a criminal confcience'i 
It:ii not death which you dread, it it the juAice of God 
which awaits you beyond it, to punilh the infidelities and 
crimi» of your life : It is, that covered u you are with 
the. mofi (bamefal wounds, which disfigure in. you his im- 
lige,youar^ not in a fiate loprefentyonrfelvet before bunt 
and that to die in your prefmt fituation, mufl be to perifli 
lior ever. Purify then your confcience, put an end to, 
and expiate yonr criminal paflions; recal God to your 
heart ; no longer ofer to his fight any thing worthy of bis 
«nger or punifliment ; place yourfelves in a fiaie to hope 
Ibmething after deaoh, from his infinite mercy ; then Stall 
you fee that laft moment a]^Hoach with lefs dread and trem- 
bling ; and the (acrifice which you (hall already have made 
to God, of the world tad your palfioni, will not only ren* 
Vol. I. .Kk der 
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der eafy, but ereo fweet and eonMiag, the facrifiee jfo> 
wilt then make to bin ot your tile. 

Fo» fay, What ha« death To feoiFful to a bMiEat|l«iiI? 
From what doei it (cparats him f From a worM «^Ch flull 
perifh, and which ii the country of tlie reprobtfe; firoHt 
fail riches, which tornent turn, of which tlie af* is ftui. 
raundod with danger*, and whieh he ii forbid touTelti 
tlie gratification ot the feofet; Irom his relatioBI mA 
-friends, whom he precedes only a moAcBt, and who IhaM 
loon follow him'; from his body, whieh hitherto h«d 
been either a rock to his innocence, or a perpetual ebftao 
cle to bis holy drSret ; frdm Iiis offices and dignitwi^ 
which,' in multiplying tns duticfl, augmented bis dangcn i 
laftly, from life, which to him was only an exHernient, am) 
an anxious delire to be delivered from it. What don death 
beftow on him, to compenfaie for what it takes away } It 
bcfliows unfading riches, of which now can ever deprive t 
nemal joys, which tiefhall enjoy witfaoot fear ornmoritt 
ibe peaceable and ceiutn pofleffion of G«d himfdf , bam 
which he can never lie degraded; deliverancefromall hu 
palfions, which bad ever been a conftant fource of di{miitt 
and diftvefs } an uoaberable peace, which he eouM never £nd 
en the eanh ; and laftly, the foeiety of thejuft and hagtpy, ib 
^ce of that of finneri, from whom it feparatci hin. Wtat 
Ihro, O my God J has the world fo dcHghtfel, «o atui^ a 
faithful foul f To bim it ti a vale of ton, where dangers 
are infinite, combau daily, vifiories rue. and defeats 
certain t where every grati6catton null be denied to 
the fenfes; where all tempts, and all is forhtddeA u 
us; where we nt«ft 0y from and dread what moft piet- 
ies us; in a word, where if you ' faffin not, if yoa weep 
not, il you refifi not to the ntmoft extremity, if you. com- 
bat not wiihoui ceaGng, if you ttaie nM yeuifelf, yon are 
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laJl. What then do you find To amiable, 'fosllariDg, A> 
•^•bk of attaching a Chrifti» foul ? and to die, ti it not 
a gun, and a trium|A lor him ? 

. Befidet, deadi is the only objefl ht look* forward to ; it 
u the only confolation which fupports the fidelity of the 
jttfi. Qo they bend ander afflidiooi ? They know that 
ihnr cod is near j that the Ihort and fleeting tribulationt eC 
this life fliall foon be trowed by a load of eternd gl^ I 
■od to tkat tbooght tbey find an ioexhauftible {oorce of pa- 
tience, rtMlitude and joy. Do they feel the law of the 
aDMnhen -waning ^nfi d>e law of the fpirit, and excking 
eeonnotioos, which bring innocence to the very brink of 
tlK pMcipice? Tbey are not ignorun, dtat after the £f- 
. jblution of the earthly frame, it fhall be reftored to tbem 
pure and celeftial ; aad that delivered From thefe bonds of 
mifery, they AaU thea refemble the faeaveoity ipiriu ; and 
that remei!^>fance ibodii and ftrengdieni them. 2>o tfae^ 
gioan itader the weight of the yoke of Jefui CbriS ; and 
their bnUi, more w^, ia it tm the point of rduiag and 
iioking under the rigid duties ci the gofpel? Ahi the 
.day of tfae X<ord is nigh ; tiicy almoft touch the Uefled re>- 
iXMope^c i and the end of Aeir courfe, which fliey already 
iet, vnaata, aad give* tbem Irelb vigor. Hear in wbit 
.Manner the Apoftle canfoled the firA ChrifiiaM : My hre. 
thicB, faid he to tbetn, time is Jbort, the day approaches, 
dK Lord ii M the gate, and be will not delay ; rejoice then ; 
J again fJiy to you, rejoice. Such was the only confolation 
of men, perfecotcd, infuked, profcribcd, trampled upon, 
jvgardcd as the fcum of the earth, the difgrace of the Jews, 
■nd the feoff of the Gentiles. They knew that death would 
<feoa dry up their teata ; that for them, there would then be 
nntfaer monmii^, forrow, nor fvSnnnce ; that all would be 
-dunged ; and that thought fofuoed every pain : Ah I who- 
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focver had t»M thefe gtaerwu juftifiera oi Eaitfa, diat-tW 
Lord would never make them know death, but would leare 
tbem to dwell forever on the earth, would have fliakentheir 
faith, tempted their confiancy, and, by robbing than of 
that hc^, would have deprived than of evny confolation. 

Yon, my brethren, are no doubt little furprifed at tbit ; 
becaufe death mull appear a refuge, to men affliOed and 
unhappy as tbcy were. You are miflaken : It was n^lher 
tbeir perfecution* nor Aifierings which occafioncd their 
diftrefa and forrow ; thefe were tbeir joy, confolaticm, and 
pride :. We glory, faid they, in tribulations : it was the 
jbtc of reparation in v^ch they llill lived from Jefui 
Chrift ; that alone was' the roorce oi their tears, and what 
rendered death fo defirablc. 

While we are in the body, faid the Apoftle, we are fe. 
parated from the Lord ; and that reparation was a flate <^ 
anguifii and forrow to thefe faithful Chrifiians : Piety cod- 
fifts in wiOiing for a re>union with Jcfus Chrifl our head ; 
in (ighing for the happy moment which fliall incorpOTate us, 
with the chofen of God, in that myflical body, whid), 
from the beginning of the world, ii forming, of every 
tongue, every tribe, and every nation ; whichisthe.com> 
pletionof the dcfigns of God, andwhichwill glorifyfain, 
with Jefus Chriil, to all eternity. Here, we are like 
branches torn from their flem ; like ftrangcrs, wandering 
in a foreign land ; like fettered captives in a prilon, waiu 
ing their deliverance ; like children, banilhnl for a time 
from their paternal inheritance and manfion ; in a w<M:d, 
like members feparated from their body. Since Jefus 
Chrifi, our Head, afcended to Heaven, the earth ii no 
longer the place of our cfiablilhment ; we look forward, 
in bltfled exftOxiiaa, to the cwning of the Lord; that 
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defireeonAitmef all our piety and confolation: AndaCInir. 
tian, not to long for that happy moment, bm to dread, and 
even look upon it ai a miifonune, is to fly in the face of 
Jefus Cbrifi ; to renounce all communication with htm ; 
to reje£l the promiln of faith, and the glorious title of a 
citizen of Heaven ; it is to centre our happinefs on the 
things of the earth, to doubt a ftinire fiate, to regard reli- 
gion ai a dream, and to believe ttut all dies with ui. 

No, my brethren, death hai nothing to a juft foul, but 
what ii pleafing and dcfirable : Arrived at that happy mo- 
ment, be, without regret, fees a world perilh, which he 
had never loved, and which to him had never appeared 
otberwife than a confufion of vanities : His eyes clofe with 
pleaCuie on all thofe vain Ihows which the earth offers, 
which be had always regarded as the fplendor of a moment, 
and wbofe dangerous illufions be bad never ceafed to dread : 
He feels, without uneafinefi, what do I fay P with fatisfac- 
tion,' that mortal body, which had been the fubjeft of all 
hit temptations, and the fatal fource of all bis weaknefle*, 
become clothed with immortality : He regrets nothing on 
the earth, where he leaves nothing ; and from whence, his 
heart flies along with his foul : He even complains not, 
that he is earned off in the middle of his career, and that 
bis days are concluded in the Sower of bis age : On the 
contrary, he thanks his deliverer, for having abridged hit 
liiflerings with hit years, for having exaded only a portion 
of bis debt, as the price of his eternity, and for having fpce- 
dtly confummat^ his facrifice, left a longer refidence In a 
corrupted worid (hould have perverted his heart. His trials, 
bis mortifications, which had colt fo much to the weak- 
nefs of the flelh, are then his fweeteft rcfle£lioni : He fees 
that all now vanifhes, except what he bat done for God ; 
that all now abandon bim, his riches, relations, friends 
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and d^tiea ; bia works akuie renutning j sod he u inuf* 
ported with jo^, to tbink tint he had never placed hi* 
trull 10 the favour oF priocci, ia the children of mfn,' ia 
the vain bopci of fortune, tn things which mull fbon pe- 
filhi but 'la the Lord alone, who Tcmaineth- eternally, and 
io wbofe bofom he goes to experience that peace and tran. 
qaillity which mortals cannot beftow. Thus tranquil on 
(be paft, defpifing the prefent, traafported to touch at Uft 
tha futurity, the Me objed of bis defires, already fenng 
the bc^om of Abraham open to receive him, and the $<m 
ol Man feated at the right hand of his Father, holding out 
ItM- him the crown of immortality, he Ile^ in the Lord, 
he is wafted by bleflcd fpirits to the habitation of the holy, 
and retams to tb« place from whence he origioally came. 

M^ yoo, my brethreil, in this manner, iea your eourfe 
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SERMON X. 



ON THE DEATH OF A SINNER, AND THAT Of 
A RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER. 



Rev. xiv. 13. 
- Bttffed art tit dead whith die in the L«r4. 

\ HSU is fometbing peculitrl^ ftriUng-aiid iacoinpichen- 
fible in the human paf^ons. 

All men wiDi to live ; they look upon death ai the moft 
drndful of all evili ; all their paOions atuch them to life; 
yet neverthetefs tbofr very paflions hrceflantly urge then 
towards that death, foj which Ihcy feel fuch horror ; nay, 
it ihould even feem, that their only purpofe to life ii to ac- 
celenac the moment of death. 

AH men flatter themfclves, that they flull die the death 
of the righteous : Tbey wifli it ; thby expeQ it. Know- 
ing the impoffibility ot remaining lor ever upon this eanb, 
they tmQ, that befoie the arrival of their laft moment, the 
paffioni which at prefent pollute, and hold them in captivi- 
ty, flialt be completely overcome. They figuR to tbeiD<- 
ftlvCSf ai btmible, the lot of a finner, who expires in his 
iniquity, and under the wrath of God, yet nevntbeieA 
tlwy tranquiUy prepare for themfelves the fame delUny. 
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This dreadfal period of faiunan life, which ia death in fin, 
ftfikei and appals them ; yet, like tools, they hlindly aad 
merrily purfue the road which leads to it. In vain do we 
announce to thciQ, that in general men die at they have 
lived : They with to live the life of a finner, yet never- 
thekfi to die the death of the righteous. 

My intention, at prefent, is not to undeceive you with 
regard toan illnCoo fo.cottunon, and fo ridiculous, (let us 
rcfcrve this fubjefi for another occafionj ; but, Gnce tiie . 
death of the righteous appears fo earnelUy to be wilhed for, 
and that of the Gnner fo dreadful to you, I miean, by a 
Teprefentation of them both, to excite your de&res for ifae 
pne, and to awaken y,otir juft terrors for the other. As 
you mufi finally quit this world in one ot thefe two (itua- 
tiont, it is proper to familiarize yourfelvet with a view of 
tbem both, tUtit by placing before your eyet the aielancbo- 
ly fpeOacle of the one, and the foothing confolations of 
dto-odier, you may. be eoabled to judge which oi the Iqts 
awaits. you; and, conrequently, to. adopt the necefTary 
means to fecure the decifion in your favour. 

In the pi&ure ol thcexpiring finner, you will fee in 
what the world, with all it« glory and pleafures, tenw- 
natet ; from the recital of the lafl moments of the righte- 
.ou» man, yon will learn to what virtue conduSs, in fpife 
.of all its momentary checks and troubles. In the one,yQa 
will fee the world from the eyes of a finner in the moment 
of death : And how vain, frivolous, and diflerent frt^ 
.what it Teems at prefent will it then appear to you 1 In the 
.other, you will fee virtue from the eyes of the expiring 
righteous man : How grand and e&imable will your heaft 
.then acknowledge it to be ! 
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' In 4|ic one, you will-ccflnpnhenil all the mifeiy oF.a 
SaOi,- «kitih baq lived forgetful of its God. In the othex, 
4he lutpi^fs of him wbg bu lived only, to pjcafe and to 
4inY< -hln» 'In a woH.^thQ pi£bii:e of the death of the 
J5bWDrwi[lnakc yoKwith to live the life oj' the righteousr; 
«nd the itwge of thedeatb of the juft will isfpireyos with a 
iioLy bftrn^r at the life of .-tlie finner. 

:. I^AKt' I^-In Thin dq we rpfel thf image of death ;. every 
'driy.bpilgi it.nsarer. Youth glides away ;, years hurry on{ 
and, like water, fays the Scripture, (pilt upon the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again, we rapidly courfe to> 
'.wards th? ahy&of ert^ity, wherefor ever fwallewednip, 
.«re can never retuni upon our fteps, to-aj^eai Qoce iQoir 
«poB the earth- 

- I IkTOw that the brevity and uncertainty, of |ife:arecoq- 
-.<^u«l Lfvbje3s of 'coav»fatii>n tout. The. deaths of our 
.rdiitionst our friends, onr «i9mpanioi», trcqucmly fuddea, 
-,ftnd always- unexpeftet}^ furi^fh us with a thoubnd rt;^< 
-AioiUiOa ^heiraiky of everything terreJlfiBl. 

Weare inceOuitly repeating, that the world ie usthug) 
.ihat'life'ii but a dream ; and that it is a (Iriking folly our 
itterefling out^felves fo deeply for what muft paft To <|Uick- 
hfiavay. > Bttt tbefe.are taerely words; they are not the 
fenlun^nts of the heart ; the)' are difrourfe* offered at the 
fhrine of cuftom ; and that very cuHom occaQons thci^ 
being immediately, and for ever forgot. 

' ^w, my breihit^^tonn to yourfelves a deQiiVonthia 
CMha.agrcqable to your own withes : Lengtbeqaut in your' 
own niinda, yo^r.daors to a term beyond your moft fanguine 
.hope*. I even wlOiyou to indulge in the enjoyment of lb 
.Vol. I. LI pleafing 



^Wlt^^b iIlufi<hT: fJhit at Utl,y6am*kfoliMr the flrictt 
•frliicb'jrdiir'fonittiicfi'fa^eltnid : Vba-wiH at >Iaft-fce. dn* 
'igy tnivc, to'Whlefa tso otlMr fiuU fiMceM ) wd tktt dl^ 
'wUFbe tbedsy dfyoilr «f«nilty : i^^y, K )r(MrdtebrtM 
iLoH: MirerableityoudetKiniDfin.Otle^ofthele'lbHIIWti^ 
■yoti: In the final (lecilKMa^ni^'itMii'tffefb SMI l*i<Mlf 
two fides, the right ioA ibe'l^ft); <tWo ilM&dtat, 'tin g^olk 
ind the fbeep. Allow me then to recal you to the bed of 
'flath, and to'ejtj^fe toyottrfftfw thedaitlllerfi^eAllcltoC 
%I]is hift-hbAr, 'fot^iTlbltf to ifae ^flaMr^ Wd fo AMifafcttny 
4othe righteous' taian. 

'I' fay ferrible fo'tHe 'fmner/ i^, ^Hllef by 'Min Irt^ of 
^eonTerficAt, atlaft mehei'ctiJ9<fMl>ino«itnt';'ftaH^ Af- 
firet, empty of good works ; having everlived tt-ftnugft- 
to the Lord, and unable now to make any ofiering to hns* 
-but'of'liis cAtoHs, 4rid thta ItigutSi tif 'tiMiflg a ^MtedJput 
'to'thare days, which tte'Vahtt|^'bet!ie*ed SWi&td eiiddM 'ftfc- 
■ever. Now nothing can be mote dreadfUlUhni the fitiM- 
lion of ihnunlbtturbte'WtMt^, ita ' the 'Uft 'tVOUMHiti «f 
bis life ! Whichever wiy his tnind it <!*ipli»)«4i iwboib* 
in recalling the pail, or confidering what ii afiingaromd 
:Hiffi; inaword, wbctbe^he'p«fl«nitMln(>olbkt>Mvfal'f»> 
Parity, upon the brink of which he hangs, Arfimitahiiro- 
-fle&ionsto the J>refent ttdnlMt ; the(e''obJ(ra>; tbe«nly 
-ones whtchdtoi occupy his thoff^s.orprfeft&t tbenfklvdb 
^o his fancy, only open to*himtheiUtckeltiA«QMfil,'wtddi 
'tverwbehn him With defpair. 

For what can the pad offi;r to « finoer, who extended up- 
'ontheWtdot' ddfth, begifts hdwio^yteld-op dtpeftdonce 
'Hipon tifr, and reads, in the counteSMdM of -dioftfaAMail 
'him, the dreadful intelligence, Ifatf til is oV^r^ilii trttti'P 
'^IHurt tiow doet lie fee in thkt kmgcoorfeiof'dayti-i^hiflh 
■ ■ ■ - ■ W 
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Wip .«WCif[4aflr«LVPWI*J pMtfO* 'wlucl) pilifqd 4WW bfi?; 
At»dNp ,CiHiM W«i)qwcf)» «4'iPtVHtm wJVQil.nuft fiP- 

«in».B(ibiaglwoPt«<M»ipvA4«onAi!Vitt>afldan ufelsfi' 
igiwioit. He aeoIii'tigilMioiacl aiLbdw bf^jwlfiM*' 

«Ml4.M»lKb wtv ttm. fnm two : lor,«f0mtiF> ^ch- 

tttar v«niflwt t {oc * ^ia xtpntttiov,. vbicb ^pcQPVWi^' 
Ubi nglJnWi Ae prebmiaof Cod; foe ickadi. wbtHB b*' 
Wik ;.. fomafkn, whpLMill tP0Rtoi0«Ivmi 1p|[«iwik. 
«duchNiUb«iftiHWkQsl][Qa,tl)a4bqt.(^ liUtQi;»b> What- 
MgMiiBmt «giwc> thit rawdo( ttu!^ wft>9iuwte wr«c,Ii> 
^dtcAMicMlJuil Ui wMff.bkbH lwe» fWP coiUiiWP<( 
tail., yit ihfM aothiig M ihq pu^nEe Jwi bc«» v<; wipliJJbHb 
fu himTelf 1 What regret* to Iww (o cilwn disnc vipkntca 
to his incliiutuma. witbout gaining the advance of a li ogle 
itp towodi toy w I T<) tlf)T«. ahr^a MlBTe4 HM«1^ ^oo 
SmMa fw thf! Gpwifff of, C.«4, aiy): y«t tct l^ive tu4 4|» 

Anagrh m4 Uw «PvA<»f;r tq f aU 4 ni^nyx tft ywvy> 404. t9i 
vwoiMiitlMli wfMtki«int«4 imihM^ 

hikflivft.bliiwlpffcwl.pi'l^f. «o tfWgcT &it4ingM ai^ 
mil^ f|»Miq 9 li&) wb>£^ (tw V^rU twl «l()iw ?ngf9Jac4 1, 
fWWving, thai, af«f a (omg-fiicwflwn <>f yv^'^ VRR9 S^* 
flwth* be bai mt yot begtin t9 Mve i Wyji^ bifiory* P"t 

k^iivH'Ql b» 9^i9Mt the mtbUc mfiaww^M i9«l«4 

«i(b-tb*<i*nfr$iQns ^f bit b^ (if w<vW filI*4.«fi*M 
«inr.!l|i<twybi«fi..il)Mt Yfbicb^{^ryefK>t>(wriu^intbft 
bwk «f MWUljf. or vbif^b «^ Mb>V .bin into tbe pro, 

. iiMMiiif.&>i*jTtmitif»>bPBfbtcK)i4ttjB^^t3t^bfs»^ 

hoUL 
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bold .I'laiiguagstohiiBfirif. wUcb we have frequent'oppeNJ 
tunitin of hraring: " I have lived, then, only for Witty ^ 
» Why Idive 1 not (lErvtd my God. aa i have lervcd my mar" 
*'ten? Aia*! Were fd many anxiniei, and fo much tnm«> 
" ble. neceflarytoaccomplilli myowndrAniQion ? Why, 
" at leafl did I not receive my eoaibldtibn in thik #brld ? 
" I flwuld have-enj<^ed the prefeat, tlut-<fl*eting>iBe)lM(l> 
*• which paflei away fnm me ; aqd I flioald not then-twvtf 
*• loft all. But my Ufe has been dwayi filled with anne- 
*• ties, rubjedionc, fatiguet. and riefkaints i and alt thdfe iit' 
** oidor to [wepare for ne everloAin^ mirery. ■ What tnad-i 
" nef> to have fulcred more towardi myown ruin, tbns 
" was required to'have accompliAed my. falvatioa ; ' and lo 
" have trgardedthe uprigbl, ai a meboriioly and irnunfiip-' 
*' poruble one ; feeing tbey have done nothing ft>' difitiril 
" for God, that I have not performed an bundnd-Mcb ioT 
** tbe world, which it nothing, and Iroa which I ■biin 
V conlcqaently nothing to expc^" 

Yes, ny brethren it b in that hft mmeat- OH^ftmr 
whole life will prefent itfeK to your view; btitin'.verp 
diffisrent colour* firom ihofe in which it appears to you to» 
day. At pierent yon cotuu upon ferrieeB perfenncd l6» 
tbe flate ; |^cea which you have filled ; afiioni in which' 
you have di&inguiAed yeurfehret ; wonndi, whiriiftHl 
bear teftntony to your valour; tbenuntber of yodr cam- 
paigoi; the fplendeur of yosr orders; all thefa af^pear 
^je8( of importance and reality to yo6. The pnbliti 
appUufes which accompany them ; tbe tewardi with which 
ibcy are followed ; the fame whtdi pobliQie* them i l^e 
difliii£Uons attached to tbero ; cH tb^ only recal yoor paft 
days to you, as days full, occupied, marked each hyifiMB* 
Bemorable afiion, and by evenu worthy of being forever 
picftrved to pofierity. You even difiioguilh yoiirftMMf . 
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in yaai-otra mitidt, : frorathofe indolnit cbanAers of your 
tftm nnk.-'wbo have ledao dbfcim, idl«, aW ufeleri Jife* 
anddifbanoored tJwir names; by-tbat flothfal dTeimnacy, 
wbioh has kept tbem Amja gmviHia^ in lbs dfitl.- But 
oii;the bed of death, in that) kft momeot^ wken the w^rld 
lies dfF, and etemi^ appraacbes. youreyes will, be open. 
wljitUefcene wtllbe chaiiged'; QieUhiflon, which at pre« 
fent ma^ifiei tbefe objeQs; 'wUl. be diffipat«d. ' Yoti will 
ieetbingi u they leally-aie'; and tfaat which fornierl/. ap-, 
peared fb grand, -fo illuftrious, as it was done only For the 
falM'of the wDfkd,: of glory, of fortune, will no longer 
«^pearof dKleaft tiqptmance to you. 

: Yoa;wilI noionger'find anjr Aing ml in youtlife, bul 
IrhBfyou'flnllihaire done for God ; nothing praireworthy; 
bm worki of futh and of piei^ ;- nMhing great, but what will 
nciit etemity t aada-fingledroj>ot.CDldwateriBtheiiame 
•f Jefu) Chrtfl'. a fingle tear filed in hit preftnce. and the 
flighieft ntortificatiwi CafTerod ^fbr bii lake, will all tppear 
iBore preciooa, imore eftimable : to :yoa,' than all the won- 
ien which the world adaires, and which fliall pcrifli with Jl. 

' Not^bat.the dying finner fii)3i only care^ and anxietiea 
thrown away In hii paft life, be finds'the remembrance 
Kkew^ of bis pleafurer; hut this very rcmembtance de* 
prefles and orerwhelns him: Reafurei, which have ex- 
Ift^-only for a moment: Httnow. percsivea thatbe'has 
bcrificed his foul, and his eternal wel^e, to a! fugitive 
moment of paffion and voluptuonfncfi. Alai > lite had 
ai^ieared too long to bani, to be entirely .coofccrated; to 
God: -He waaafinid toadopt too eatly-thefideof viitue; 
l*fthe-0)Ottldbe:uwih)etdruppt>rt its dunaion, iuweari- 
meb, and its conlcquencet. He; looked tarwaid to' the 

years 
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Winch be moAtniid under the iMight-af «l»/(4tt>lirii umi 
ApnaKd from the worlds v tlw ftnAics- of ChriAfauK 
iMrki i Tbitidnaknrt kaddwajtsAifpflndedUkrgOoAib* 
loMtoni; amt iamder ta ietmOt to Godl fto tadtod tlM 
^hftftageof Ufr, at ^ our io. «4deh perievAmnee/u omB 
cm^ni. What x fbirprife^ih tfak kfl hcw4 «» fibil, thHk 
Ivlnt had lo-him appeared fej-loni^ haaiMmlily bcwhill 
an inJhnCi lhatlii»iD&icy!atidoUagrfoiieuly,t9)iicb.ca«ji 
Mbcr, tfa^t th^ onlf fecn, a& i may fay, cmd ityi aoAtkitt 
from fcifi mother'* braft, he [m inado but one ftc^ tamtdA 
the grave. Nor ii tbis the biuoraft pang wKitlb fate eapny 
encet in the remembrance of his pleafurei : tbey have 
9aA)0tcdl^a.drcaB; IMl far, 'irtib fomietljr daimedr'ail 
bofKHir to htmfelf ham Aor gntJAcatmi, ii ooiW'CovflatA 
4riih confufion and flume at theirndatteaiut i- Sb anaijl 
AnRfol aktdhi ; fbch wedcBeb uul 4el^u«Ini7 : -H^ 
*tio piqued kamfclf upon raafba^ elevttioa of' tticuU an4 
ftMgfaliMri(*wa>dim«n; O my God I brthsn findb bfju-i 
fcif the wcmkeK, tbe moft ddjiicAle ot: fianen I AffOn 
lently, peibipt, i Ufa bF pm^enoe. yet &ak ii 4tt (he w^ 
famy of the fenfet, and the pnehlily of the paffioiu ! A 
life of glbiy in tbc eyes td men; t)ui ia ihe fight'o(OcKl> 
the moft fliameful, tbc soft dderring of cvatempt wt 
iKrgtwe! A life, wbieh focceii, perhaps, had cDatWNmjt 
•ccompaiuedi yet, neverthekCi, i* private, tk*«ielt«V' 
fofd, the noft triflfaig. the micA dflfliMe-of MteftjoA wut 
Wifdom^ 

- Fleafnm, in a word, wbidh ban beep the Awroe of ell 
bit chagrina ; which have empoilbned ev«y cejeybicai ttf 
lift ; which have change^ hie bappiefl day* iMo (h^a •( 
kiadaeft and lamentation. ,*»-i 

' . Picafiue*. 
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^-VlfedlnM, for.wtucbhBfadicvsrfuddEiaF; andid'Wlndk 
fe» kag' aWer tii^aiwnedi ibutihe.amtietitfs nd.the; biucF- 
^aitft^jfncbaivtbcifoantbuioMol thii fritrokMU-bappincfib 
41ii {(iiffiom alctne^imteoiltr^ life nufei^ctvJum ; aad 
'^ie in&f: moments 4>f uanquiltityiieibnienjofed, in .the 
Ni^Ie Gourfe of hh life, are tbore -ia wbtcb hit bcart hm 
')Mri Bt^UCfed frtttb-'llirir tHfiHtaoe. 7be Oafs. .of n)r 
-|il«tfiirfeB«T«'fled, l«yst)nui.the>(iBacr:io'iutiifiili, bntioa 
-iifi>i>fition bt tnind "vety iHlfennt >rtwn ;tfaat of. Job;; 
-**'Tbofe'iiltys'w1n«K iMvicvooaficKidd^ilbthc fciroin^rf':^!^ 
'**1K<B;^by wbich-myftft'-bki'been'brg)»n, aad.tfa^ cals 

^•^Ailbiila lit tbe tdgttl chllig«d iMo the lAaflteOi thoughu 
'**'and'farieft&ii«&iM. Vet'nerarthe)«ri, 'Great-Gocl I Tbou 
'^'Wflt-^l'^mifii tbeifdirowi«addiflrafi0s dfi^dnfottB. 
'!*-BUte life I All (Ite W(t«ia«ri «t.tiiyip«iiaas'is.ma^kdl 

" agtinfttbetn'tbe-boctk-of tby'Wratb; 'aad tWuprepareft 

** for me, in addition to gntifications which have always 
■•■b«^ Ae (bttfce ot'sliny tiuAme(» a'mUAytntbDUtcnil. 
'"■srnd boundlsfit" ) ■ 

-' -B^ld ^*hU 'tbe^eilplr^ flfmCr «Xf)^enCel in the ra- 
*MeftfcMMe of'tbe^^: iCrfinM, lrtii£b>flall'eii!dure'&r 
'eVe/-i'ttbe'-wMl6i*ff» 6f 'tihilt^oad ;'tbe '^8j|»(ioiu ot 
''yatitfaj'tbe'^affioni «nd Ae Afbrders tfa Albre attnnccd 
'^Kribd; Ifbst dol kfiow, p^Jnfn ev^ dje'ttaftttfal «<- 
'cdm of a>licentimi»oId ^. 'AH!'»y brelhtan, #Ulft 
'm hfedtb.-'ire' percxire only the furFM:e6f<bBrc<>t)ftti«iice<: 
'"Wencal oaIy« vague knd eonfufM refnerdbrtinoe <^ ooT 
'life: We^ fee only the 'piflhtns-wbich-BOuaHy- enchain lu; 
' 'a'cMaptete life,- fpont-tn the babits of ifliquity, -appean to 
ui only a fingle crime. But on the bed of death.tbe 
darknefs fpread over the confcience of the flnner iidifltp»« 
' tU. 'Thi! more be fearcbes 'into ' hJi bean,' the more 4ioet 
^-'dtfcover new fiaii»t the deeper -be- eaters iitto-that 

■bya, 
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abyTi, ~thi: more do liew-manfUn'of borroi'pKfitAt'itftifr 
felvn to his fight. He is loft iii the chaot, and kaofttl a0 
how to proceed. To enliven it, an entice nev.;Ufe 
would he neceflary : Alat ! :and time iliei i fcarcely d9 a 
few momcnU now remain to him, and bemultprtc^itffp 
■ coafeflion, for which the gn»litQ: l^fute wpuld -bvdly 
fuffice, and which can pjiecede but;an inltaot tbf "wfiil 
Judgment of tbe juftice' of Godi' Alas^ v^ o&eo;90|i;< 
.plain, during lite, ;of a treacheroiH manorv; that-jwe^fa^- 
get every thing; diatthe tnipifitrof God ia upijei; tbqTM* 
ceffity of remedying our inatt^liofi, jand of aflifti^g u^ ip 
know and to jadgeof ourfetvet. . But in- that la(t moment, 
itbe expiring (inner. Ibffli raquire no aQiflance to xe^the 
.. remembrance of hit crimes : The jvAice; (^ iQpd' iM)'^ 
had deHvered him up, during bealth-to ail the .piio&indity 
of bit darkneb, will then -enjigbten him in;,fais iwr^tfj. . >> 

Every thing around his.. bed of death aiwakeni the :r«- 
membrance of fome new crime ; fervitiu, w^om .iie.has 
fcandalized by hii example ; children, whom he has ne- 
gleded ; a wife, whom be bu rradered^atierable byjun- 
lawful Ulachment ; miniftcnt^ the -church,. whom bebat 
dcfpifedj richM,' which he has ahufed ; tlie luxury -which 
ftirrounds bim, t«r which the poor and hn crediton have 
fufiered ; the pride and tnagnificence of his cdigces,- iy;faicli 
Idve been reared ^ upon the inbe^uttce o[,tbc widoyr 
and the orphan, or perhaps by the public calamity ', eveiy 
thing, in a word, the heavens and the earth, : fays Job, 
flial) reveal his iniquity, and r}^ up again^ hinL;. ^ILrecfl 
~ «o him the frightful biftoryof bis pafliom, and of Itis 



Thus, therecolleflion.of tbepaA form^oneot tbe,moft 
dreadful fituftioni of tbe expiring finaer ; beciuCeiD.iLiis 

finds 
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tni*- nottUDg but I^KHirt loft ; pleaAimr whicb htve been' 
ii&pated tbe moment akndft of tbcir exificnce; anA 
inimet which flull eixhire for cv<r. 

• •But thelctimaroDaihimare not Ufi gloomy .to thitiin- 
Jbrtmuie {dali Hicfui^ife*, his fepantUmt, his changes.' 

• ' His {iirprirei.— ti« bad alwayt fiattierftd himlcir, thtt ihr 
' tour of the Lord would not' fnrprife him. Whatever had 
' been faid. to>him on tbe-fnbjcA from the pulpit, had not 
picvnAad has from. a0tinng bimfelf, that his cdnfaience 
Qiould be pn^>erly arranged before the arrival of thii dre»d- 
ti iDomoit ; he hat retched it, however, flill loaded witH 
M bii ciunes, without prepcration.' without the perforlt^ 
fmce of a fiogle exenios towards appeitling the wrath ai- 
the Almigbty ; he has' rtacbed it, vfhi]t: he leaft thought 
of it, and he is now to be judged. 

' Hh larprifes. — God QrStei him in^he zenith of bis pal- 
fioni ; in the time, when the thoughts of death were moft 
AAant from his mind ; ' when he had attained to placet he had 
long ardently Arag^ed for ; and when,- like the fobliOi 
naitia the gofjpet, be had exhorted his foul to Vepofeitfelf^ 
and kveiijoy in peacetbe fruit tii its Uboun. It isintUa 
tnonent that thejuftke ol God fufprifei Iiitd; and be lees 
life, with every imaglaaiy. hope of bapptnefs, bUAed tor 
ever. - . 

- His furpriftt. — He is on the brinlt of ^e gulf, and the 

Almighty willeth that no one Qiall darir w inform him ^ 
tiii fituation. His rtlations flatter htm i'his tnends leave 
liira undeceived : They already lament hilh, in Tecret, as 
■dead, yet they continue to fjlcak of bis' recovery'; %cy 
deceive him. in order .that he may deceive htmfetf. ' The 
Vol. I. Mm. Scriptures 
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ScrijttprM mufi be fulfilled: The fiour pHift be takmth^ 
ftirprife in ibis laft tnoitient : Tkou baft fajnit ii; O mjr 
God ! and ihy words art Uw word* OE tmtlu 

. Hi) ftuprUeS'— AlWidoRed ky all the f«etQ»n pi art. 
delivered up ak>ne to anguiA and dirpafe. iK ftiU aiHK>Q 
perruadc bimrelf that death ii near : He flatten himrelF— — 
be Sill hopca : The juQicc of God, ic froiild Cpaa, k)»es 
him a remnant ot, reafon, for the fole pui^fe «£ feducing 
buafelf. From hit terrori, hh aftoniQiment. bis ioqine* 
kidea, we fee clearly that he ftili comprehends not the bc 
ieeffity of death. He tonnms, he ^t^tci bimftlf, « if 
ty thefe mean* he could cfcape death i hut his a^iatietia^ 
are only occafioned by regret for the lofa of life, and arc 
Bot the eSeds of grief, for baring wickedly fpen^ U> Tb* 
^linded (inner muft be loto the end; aad'hit death muft bo; 

fimilar to his life. 

In a word, his farprifes^i-He fees aow (hu the world 
has all along deceived him ; that it has continually led hidi 
trom illufion to illufion, and from hope to hope ; that 
fhtngt have never taken j^cf exa^ly as be l&d promifed 
bimfelf; and that he has always been the dupe of bis. efi- 
fors. He cannot con^rriiend how his blindulers could 
pofiibly be fo conflant ; that for fueh a feries of yeara b« 
fould obflinately cc^tinue to malu fueh lacrilkes fpr k 
world, for mailers, whofe only payment has been .vjuv 
promifes ; and that hu entire life has been one continued 
indifierence on the psn ol the world to him, and Zn ijttp^- 
icatign on bis to the world. But what.overpowers hitn ift 
the impoffibility of retnedying the st'l^ltc ;, that be caf 
die only once ; aod that after braving badly run hi* t?C4 
be can no more recal tbe paft, or, by retracing his itgt, 
imdcrlakc a new trial. Thou art.ju^, O joy Oodt an^ 

^a 
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tfMu «nIkA thtf th? finser fitoold in* Wvance {vuwunee 
•gainft Ju'ifiMf, in order tbat be nay afterwandi be judged 
{rom hu own mouth. 

TbefHpvilei'Of ibed^ing fimer ai«, tbcrefore, ovsf. 
whelming ; but the fepanuioni which take place in tbat 
inomeot are not lefs fo for him. The inane be wias attached 
lo the world, to lite, io all ii> worki, tbe more does ifs 
fuSei when a reparation becomes inevitable : Every tic, 
which now muft be broken afundert becoma a wound 
wMch ranklei in his hem : Every lepantioo bccomei « 
Mw 4leKh t« hi* mind. 

Separation from tbe riches which, with fuch coafiaat and 
laborious attention, be bad accnmnlated, by means, per- 
b^s, repugn»n to falvation ; in the pofleSion ot which 
iK obftinatriy perfifted, in fpite of all the reproaches of 
liis confcience, and which he had cruelly refoCcd to the 
necefiUie* ol his brethren. They now,' however, efcape 
-from him: Tbe laafs of earth 1$ diffipated before his-eyeij 
his love, his regret for their lots, and. tbe guilt of having 
acquired them, are the only reiuaioiog proots that they 
1«*eieoiiceio bis poileffion. 

Separation from tbe nagnificeacc which fummtidi him : 
From his proud edifices, in whole fiately walls be once 
-fondly belieyed be had erefled an afylnm againft death: 
Jrom the vanity and Inxury of his funtitiiie, of all which 
tio portim Ihall now mnaio to him, bttt the mournful 
cloth, which is to encircle bim in tbe tomb : from that ah 
of bpulente, in the midft of which be had always lived. 
All efcape from him; all abandon him ; and he begins to 
-look upon hinfelf as a ftranger in the midft of his palaces i 
where indeed he ought always to have confidered bimfeK 
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u fuch; M oo aaknowB, who bo longer polTeflca a«jr 
tbiDg tbe»f ai »,UDfertDauc vietcb, whom th«Qr are oit 
the point of dripping before his eye*,, and wbocn they on^ 
allow to gratify his fight with the fpoiU lor a little whiles' 
in order to augownt bit Rgret, and bif puaifluBenu 

S^wntnm from hi* boaoor* and offices, wbi^ he Icaveiw 
periu4» to a rival; to which he had at laft attained, by 
wading through fo many dangeii, fo xtacy anxieties, Ck 
many meamieflca, and which he bad enjoyed with fo mnck' 
infbleace and pride. He ii already on Uic bed t^ dcatb« 
flriptof all the marks ot his dignities. andoE allhUtJtlei^ 
prefefVing that ot finner alone, which he in vain, and 
sow toa late, beflowi iqioa himfelf. Alai I in tbis. hll 
Ktoment, be would gladly embrace the, moft fervile c«ndN 
tion ; be would accept, as a &ivour, the aioft obfcure and 
the moft grovelling ftatioa, could but hit days be prc^cHtg- 
ed on thefe conditions : He envies the lot ot hii flavei, 
whom he leaves behind him : He rapidly advances towards 
death, and turns back bis eyes with regret, to t^ke a lio- 
gering kiok of life. 

Separation from bn body, for whofe graUfication b* 
had always lived, and with which, by favouring all iu 
-paSions, be had contia&ed fuch lively and intimate tiet. 
He feels that tbe houfc of mud js crumbling iuto dufi ; he 
feels the approaches of death in each of his fenfes ; be no 
longer holds to life, but by a carcafe which moulders away; 
by the cruet agonies which his difeafes make bim feel ; by 
the excefs of his love for it, and which becomes more liver ' 
)y in proportion as he advances towards the moment of 
feparation. From his relations, from his Iriends, whom 
he fees furrounding his b^, and whofe tears and lamenta- 
tions wring his heart, and make him cruelly feci tbe anguillt 
of looGng them for ever. Separation 

-ooqIc 
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^ Sepvation hon the worid, ^t^here he had Enjoyed To ma- 
0^ diflinguiflied offices; vheFCbdhadeftabliOied, aggrati' 
difed, and arranged himfelF, as if it had been Intended for 
tbe place of hii eternal refidcnce j from the WQrJd, ia 
whofe fmile) he only lived; cm wbofe fiage he had ever 
been one of the principal aftonj in whofe tranfaQiona 
]m had always taken fuch an a&ive part, and where he had 
figured with fo much fplendonr, and To many talents, to 
render himfelf coofpicuous in it. Hii body now quits it ; 
but his heart and all his affeflions are centeredin it ftill : 
The world dies to him. but be himlelf, in expiring, dies 
not to the world. 

Then il is that the Ahnighty is great, in the eyes of the 
expiring finner. It is in that terrible moment, that the 
whole world crumbling, difappearing from his fight, he 
fees only God, who remainetb, who filleth all, who alpne 
changeth not, and pafleth not &way. Formerly be ufed to 
complain, with an impious and ironical air, that it is v«y 
dilEcuH to feel any fervent emotions for a God' whom we 
fee not, and not to love beings whom we perceive, and 
wbointereft all our fenfes. Ah! in this lafl moment, he 
fbai\ fee only God : The hitherto Invifible will now be 
vifible to him ; his fenfes* already exunguiflied, willrejeCt 
all fenfuai objed* ; all fliall vanith around him ; and God 
will take the place of thofe dclurions, whicb bad miOed 
and deceived faim through life. 

Thus ever)% thing changes to this unfortunate wretch | 
• and'thefe changes, with his feparattons and furprifes, oc- ' 
calion thelaftbittemefi of the fpe£bcle of death. 

Change in his credit and in hi^ authority. — From the Aio> 
ment that nothing lartber is to be expe£led from his life, 

the 
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like worM CMfei'tewclKifi'tipoB hita: Till '^raten^^ 
firieilda withdraw} his depra^nts already fcelc, elfewbere; 
other pTottiGlort, and ether nwiders : Even bii (lavei kiettn* 
fktyeAin (ecoriiig to cbeinlelvrf, after hii death, an dlabi 
HSiment vtlich may {ait iJiem ; fcarcely does a fuffictent 
mtmber reitaain anuTid him to catch hit la&H^. Atf 
Aandon htm ; all withdraw tbetrtfelvec : H< no longer fen 
wound tkim that eager cruwd of worlfaippars j it it a fuc* 
ceObr, periiapt, upon wbom they already lavifii the fasifl 
ttleniisni; wbilfthe, fays Job, alone in the bed of bis an* 
guilb, it np longer rurroundeil but by the horrors of death j 
already enters into that frightful folicude which the gravd 
prepare* for him, and makes bitter refleSions on the in. 
cooltancy of the world, and tlie little depeodcDce lo Iw 
placed oo nen. 

' Chat^ iii the pubik dleem, with which .he had been I* 
flattered, fo intoxicated. — Alas ! that world, by which he 
bad been fo cekbratcd, his akeady forgotten hitn. Thv 
clange which- his denh OaU necenarily occafidn is ths 
fcene, -may perhaps engage, for a few days, the public at> 
tention ; batfhis ftmrt inkerval over, and be Ih^dl be plung- 
ed in oblivion ; fearcely wiil it be remembered that b« 
has exifi«d : Every tongue will now be employed in cele- 
brating the abilities of a fuceeflbr, and exalting his cha^ 
la£ler, upon-tbe wrecks of his memory and reputation. He 
already perceives this ncgle£l ; that he has only to die, and 
the blank will fpcedily be filled up ; that no vellige of him. 
fhait even remain in the world ; and that the upright alone* 
> wholiid feen him furronndad with all his pomp, will fay 
lo themfelvei. Where is lie now ? Where now are thoT* 
flatteries which his greatnefs atira£ted ? Behold to what the 
world conduQs, and what ia ia be the poniod of thofe 4ho 
ftrrcitl 

Change 
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, Omgs in >ii> body<— Thtt Stib, whiob be bod flWerod^ 
^lifed fp in^cb i ttutt vsia beauty, which bad attra^cd Sof 
many glancn, tai corrupted h insay hearts,, i* akemly biHr 
4fpe£UcIe of borAxr, wbo£e figbi » Wdly fupport^Jc ; »; 
ic no bnger but a carcaf r, which ia approached wi^ 4^34-' 
Thu. unfortunate creatttic. who had lighted up fe many v»- 
jiift pafliboi. Alas! his friends, his relatioits. Hvm hi* 
tnet avoid him, conceal tbcmielm, dire not apprpacK 
him, but with precaution, add ao longer bcQov uponlun 
but the coamofi offices of decency, and even tbefe witlk 
ie)u£lance. He faiinrelf Ihriskt wkh horror, «nd fiiuddeni 
at himfelf. I, bys he to bimretf, who fiaraMrly attrafUcl 
every look : " I call roy fervitati, aai they give me so an* 
*• fmr.: My bieatb ia corrupt; my days »r(t. e;uinfti tbff 
*,* grave is ready for (oe."-r-Job xix. ly. 



laflly, tfaange in erery thing wluch fiffrovnla ' 
His eyes fcek fome reAing place, fome o(>|e£t of comfoft^ 
•nd no where do they, find but tbe dreary repreTeotvtloQS at 
death. Yet even fiilt, the remembrance of the pafi, asd 
the view of the prefent, would be little to tbe expiring 
Cniier'; cMldlK eanfinehimrdf toftbefe, hr Would.notba 
lb c6ib]ilftety mifei^le.; but the.thDughts of a futuHtf 
cbnvul£e him with horror and defpaif > That f«turity, t)m 
incomprehen&ble regioB o£ darJtiMHi), which he .now a^ 
^ioachck, conCcIence his oAty cbftpaoioil ; Tblt fututity. 
that jtnluKwn Und from vfbich ^i^ trav«Ucf bw-qver r^ 
turned t Vlhere be knows noti wbom -we Ihatl find, no* 
irbat awutt him : That futurity, that tathotnlefi ahyf), ■■ 
>rbich hti mind is loll and bewildned, . and into wbicti far 
fAitfi now pitinge, igdorani of biadeftiny: That; tiiturityi 
jbu tomb, thsll tvGdeoce of horror, where tie muH now oc- 
itupy bis placi amongft the aihcs and the ^t€»l*f of hi^ 
anceQon,: That futurky. that inccAnprdMonble eter«ity» 
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even theaTpoael whJ«bheoUBOt fiippoit: That ftituriiy* 
in a word, that dreadful judgraent to which, before the. 
vmtfa 4>f God, he muft oow appear, and reader an account. 
tit « life, of which every monteM almoQ has been occupied 
by crimes- Ala« 1 while be only looked forward to this 
terrible futurity, tt a diflance, bcoiade an infamout boalt 
of ndt dreading it : He continually demanded, with a tone. 
of bh^ihemy and derifion. Who ii returned from it? Hr 
ridicaJed the vulgar apprehenlions, and piqued himfelf. up- 
on hii undaunted courage. But from the moment tbaf 
the hand of God ii upon him ; from the moment that 
death approaches near, that the gates of eternity opea 
to receive bim, and that he - touches upon - that terri- 
ble futurity, againft which he feemed fo fortified ; «h ! be 
then becomes either weak, trembling, diflplved in tears, 
nifing up fuppliant hands to heaven, or gloomy, filent, 
^Mted, revolving within bimfelf the tnoft dreadful 
thoughu, and co longer expeding more confolation or 
mercy, from his weak tears and lamentations, than from bit. 
frenzies ^nd defpair. 

: Yes, tny brethren, this unfottuoate wretch, who had al- 
ways lulled bimfelf in his excelTes ; always flattered him^ 
fcif that one good moment alone was neceflary, one fenti- - 
ment of compunflion before death, to appeafe the anger 
of God, defpairs then of his clemncy. In vain is he toltj 
of his eternal mercies ; he feels to what a degree he is un. 
worthy of them : In vain the minifler of the church en- 
deavoun to footh hit terrors, by opening 1*0 him the bo- 
lom of his divine mercy ; tbcle promifes touch bim liule, 
becaufe he knows well that the charity of the church, 
which nev«r dcf^in of falvation for its children, cannot, 
however, alter the awful judgments of the juftice of God. 
la vain ii be (ffoiniled foi^giveacfi of hit crimes ; a fecret 
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TR>*DJUcTVlMr4>HHMK> &c. M# 

•tfil'tbtt'lM c« hwc Mt 4cpwd«p^ i^oft:pnmifw whiefa 
■Mgtv«ii«abil ailVBUtyMhSTtbaii hfttrmi^, - J« v«ip 
h Ik «xb4rt«d to Rpply «• tM« lkftre«edi« which tbp 
ohnrcb dfibn lo this dyiag i be f«g»b ibctn » ^c^powt r*^ 
Ikfa, which art bM«r<kdwh|Mh9|M; isovcr) mdiWhiGUH* 
bellowed fnore ior the qMrdatiaa «f tl^ Uvi^ tlna-frov 
any proFpc^t of utility to thofe who are depaiting. Ser> 
Mats'Of jdfulChriQare called in to fu|ipfntbupialluj>]aft 
at>lneiit| wtiiiftaUbe JBca^bted todo,;i> Iccrady toenvf 
their lot, and to dcteft the aaiferyoC faisQiWii: Ui* irieBd* 
Rod rclaiioiii itfc aaitmbM"TeuDd bi* b«d,; t« t«,e^n.faj|l 
lift flfbi. and be tunu away'ffOIB then bi>«y«s, bccaufe 
ttefiiids'ftill aiqidft ibe«i tb« rcBcmbfanc* of bif driniCfc 
I>catb, bowcvsr, appniacbe* : Tbto miotfier «ndcpvotn 19 
f^pditt by- prayer, that fpar^ of lift wJik^ ftill remaiiM^ 
*< Ikpm, CbTiftivi ibui," fayft be^ He r«ya not to bimi, 
<>ri«». grandee at tbe world, defiait. During bii 'lil4 
the public monument^ w<t«,bardly DificUot for tbcwmm 
ber and pride of hi* titles : In this Jaft moment, they give 
Un diM title ftldtie which be had itceittid ia b^ttfint the 
only <Hie to which fas bad paid so ^untiaa, tod the oeijt 
At which can rfimaio tp bin for ever. Oejmn, ChriAia* 
{bdl; Alas t be had lived » if the body badi^rvwl hiit^B* 
1y being aa4 treafuic ; Ke had eveq tried to perfiude him. 
felf, that bis fold wa» nothing : That sum' ii oaXj aopaipo* 
fition pf flclh and blood, and ^aH tvtif thing perifltes wttb 
>a I Be it DOW iofonoed, Utol il ia bit body, wbicb it 
nothing but a morlel of clay, npw on the point of cram" 
Uing into piece* ; *ai that his only iramcMal being, ia 
tbM foul, that image of the Divioity. that iatelligeact, 
alOne cdpable of knowing aod toving ia Creauw, whicb 
iww prep4ro> ut 41W its eatchly niilGoo, .apA #p>«ar be- 
V»ul. Nn ton 
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iorebhtwAiUHkiRal. Depart, ChriflBm ftJUl.' YobliW 
looked upon tbe tafth u your country ; And it vrat only ■ 
place of pilgrinagrt itom whicfc you muft deput: Th« 
Church thooght to have announced glad tidiftgi to you, tj»e 
expintion of your exilement, in announcing the diffolu- 
rion of your earthly frame : AIm ! and it only bring* you 
metancholyand Irightful news, and openi the commence- 
ment oi your inifcries ind anguifii. 

Depart thcHi Chrifiian foul. Soul, marked with dn 
feal of falvation, which you have efiiced. Redeemed by 
the blood of Jefus Chrift, whom you have trampled under 
■foot : Purified by the grace of regeneration, which yon 
have a ihoufand times fiained ; enlightened by the lights of 
the (aithi which you have alwayi tejeftcd ; loaded withaU 
tba tender mercies of Heaven, which yoti have always un- 
worthily profaned. Depart, Chriltian fonl. Go, andcar- 
ry befoM Jefus Chrift tint anguR title, which fliouM have 
been the illufiriotu mark of your falvation, but which now 
becomes tbe gredtell of your crimes. 

■ Then, the expiring linner, no longer finding in the re- 
membrance of the paft, but regrets which overwhelm him : 
In all which takes place around him, but images which 
affliA him : In the thoughts of futurity, but horrors which 
appal liim : ^o longer knowing to whom to have recourle ; 
neither to created beings, who now leave bim ; nor to the 
world, which vanifhes ; nor to men, who cannot fave him 
from death ; nor to tbe Juft God, whom he looks upon as a 
declared enemy, and from whom he has no indulgence to 
cxpeS ; a thoufand horror) occupy' his thoughts ; be tor- 
ments, be agitates himfelf, in order to 6y from dcub which 
grafps him, or at leafttofly from himfelf: From his expJr- 
bg eyes, iiTue Ibmetbing, I kncrw not what of, dark and 
gloomy, • 
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y"; wJUch csprffle* the fiuy ot bii.foul ; in Ufaii- 

gaifbi he utt«n. wordi iptfinruptc4 hy fobs, wtiicb ve an. 
imeiligible, and to wfaicb^tfaey know not whetbcr repen- 
taoce or dcfpair^vH birth' He is fcized with convnlfioni, 
which 4hey- are ignoraiit whether to afchbe to the a£lual 
,diflbltuioo pf hit' body,, or to Mw foul which kfAi the ap- 
pn^f b of it* J44g^ : He deeply [fi^; and they know 
jiot. wbetber [be retnenbrance of bis pall crimei, or the 
dbTpairat quitting lift;,' forcei frctm him fucbgroanioi an< 
^Ub. At laflt'in the midft of tbefe melancholy, cxerr 
tioot, his eyes fix, bit featum change, hi* couatepaofe 
become* dicfigured, hii livid lips convullivcly feparaie; 
hi* whole. frame quiycn; and, by this. laft eSbit,. hi* un- 
fprtuiutte foul tears itfclf reluflantly from that body of cU/t 
Jail* into the bands of it* God* and find* itfelf alone tt the 
foot of the awful uibunal, 

^ My brethi;en, .in tbis maiiner do tboQ- expire who forget . 
their Cieator duTitfg life., Tbuslball you yOurfelvei die> 
if your cruDe^,accomp>uiy you to that laft moment, 

Every ^ng iiill change in yoor eye*, a^id you IbalL not 
change yonrfelves':. ,Y»u fliaU die„and yon Ibalf die in fin* 
a* you have lived ; and your death will be limilar to your 
Iile> Preyenl this mifcry, Q my bretbcen. Live the bfe 
oi the, righteou*; and your death, fimilar, Xo their*, wAl 
"be accompanied with joy, peace, and confblation. This 
is what I mean tceiiplain in. the fecond gart of this.Oif^ 
courfe. , 

Part II. — 1 know, that even to the nraftupiiglit fouls,. 
thsce is always fomeihing terrible in death. The judgmenu 
itf Godt. whofe profound fecrecytliey dread ; the darknef.t 
fcj of tbeir own conTcieoce,. to which they, continualljpt 

figure 
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gguretatl i L iu ft l ii tH»« fcfa«, toffWi »^ A ^ti^ /I . 
dmet tbeMelfacliof Aarh^'wdottlwirlove.whklt 
itithdrcwa 6g]tt«ugnfic»tl^fCDaalteftlfini)Mi ma won), 
Ae diAJotkn ttTfltf of tBciir eariUf fimnM, arid Ae natBfift 
boTTOr we feel for die Ifnve : AfiAeTeoccafiflDdeatli tolfe 
aHendad t>7- a aaHUal fmrtdAn of dmid' and Mpupnoce; 
io fo nnich, ibuai St. Fael hyi, the m«ft a^ri^ theni- 
{^e4. who atuiiev^- long n be dothid «mth riMi iiHiBetC 
t^y^ pFomHed to ttwta, woUtd yat iKilltRji^ «(ain (F. 
irithftuf hcu^diVcAedef tbc>niMtalily>trkieb cDcoiitpttift 



It t» aeit bft trae, however, that in tlttW. grace rHe* fb- 
periortodnt horror at death, which fpnagsfroni Nature!; 
ind in thai moaacBt, whether tKe^ recat thk'paft, cohfidet' 
the ptefeM, or look forward to the fiititrv, Aey fidd; itk 
the reraesbruice of the^paft, the end of tbcir tronbtei ; in 
Ae coaSderation ot ^c preTent, a acn/^f, which UMvea 
diem with a ho^ joy; is ^ir vteWs tointit the -lathre'. 
the ceitaintjr of aoetmtitjr, irtiicfafittithemwMiTaptiire'i* 
in fo mucht that the fame fitutf ions, which uc the otcafion 
d( dcfpair to the ^iog finoer, beeomi then ao abunifoat 
fdtuvc «{ ccafrfatkn to-the hit&ftit foul. 

I bf, whether ttey rceal' (he pall : And here, rty bre- 
ftien^ figure to youifdves a rigbteout ehaiaficr' ob th«} 
hed of death, who has hxig, hy tbe praSicC of Cfariftiiiii 
werkx, prepared hirafcif for this Uft momtvt ; Gas amafled 
a treafHre <rf righicourne&, that he may not appear empty- 
handed io the prelcoccef his Joc^e^ «id has lived in Eaitb. 
thu be tmy die in peace, aud in aH the coofotatioas' of 
hope : Figure to yoarfelvef this font, reacbing it laft fha^ 
final hoar, of which he bad never lofl fight, and with whid^ 
ht bad always coiuieflcd all die tntables, i& the wantf, all 
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ikltf VIMaiMi, ait ibtf €▼«□(■ «f fiir DMrttF Mb.- I'ftjr 
Ibtt nathing » moreroothmg toUm, tbmtliaRniartbi^infc 
o( tb» paft ; of liif fuStringi, of lui mortificatioitt, of ^ 
«bc viala which be hu uadergotM. 

1^M,.iAy bmbten. kappflsn frighnfultOTou'at'pKfefft 
tofBfferf<nG«iclj The Toi^left Ckertloiu Ufiem towfeMrtt 
Mqulmd ky 4c4iglon, fe«ttt to- omqMwvryoU;' jrou'eoo- 
Meruintatppyibore whdhew the-yOkCof Jdtjl -CbriA, 
and' who, to pldaTc hrm,- mduiiee the trorld^Hidirtlitk 
cWnu. ^toa the bad .o( death, tbe moll fooiinngm. 
flefBon to a fth^fol i<ntl, ia tli« MneeAirasct of M-bglt be 
huHKitti (oi bM-God. He then cottipr^bittid» all fltfe 
aierit of pcolUnM, and ko«r abfurd mcD ar«, to ^ifpote 
with God, ■» moncsu df eoafttvtnt, wtudrwtU beehtitled 
t» thc'recomperfe of a felicjej- witboiit end, and without 
neafure, FortbeD, bis ewtfobtioa ia, that he has bertfi- 
ccd only the gratifications of a moment, of which there 
would .only reoaain' to bin pow, thfe couhifion aftd the 
flume ; that wbauvv be iQigbt bare taSeiti Lye tht Worid^ 
would in -tbit^ qdfltaat b« Ibft to bin; on riie eontfary, 
dutdlMr fnoUaft raining 4cx'- God) a-tew, 4 mortification, 
i vain pleafiue fiicrifieed, an ini|W<Qper defire rrprtSM'^ 
will never be forgotpcn, but &ali iaft as long as God him- 
Wf. WbitcoctJxdea him ii, that of ^ the human Him. 
m and cig^aenu, alaa ! oit (he bed of ^ieuh- tficre re- 
main ao awrenothc fioncv who ha» ahnys indulged ta 
thcM^ than: to tfaa rigbtaoui man whohaa always ahflaioed 
ftxnD'thcm.: dut tb«y «t equally' pafl to tHera bottt;' bur 
that the one fliaU bear cierMlly ihegiult«( having ddirer-' 
' «d himfalf op to diemt andlbeotkec tbe^oiy''M-Klivnif 
known bow to vufuifh thcnt -' 
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-,T7-^-,Goot^le 



{•9ft . . . t ■ K -H O K X. 

•of df^b. SuSeriogi, affli&ions. Wfaicb have eadund bat 
.a littlt; wrbfle. atid v^ich arc powto be etAnally rewarded : 
The time of dangers and.tcmp^tioiu pafi ; the auacki made 
by the world upon bis faith at !all lennioated ; the trials in 
which bis isRocetice liad run To many nflts, at laA dnap- 
.peared ; the occaGons in. which bit virtvc had ib nearly 
been Ihipwrecked, at laft .tor ever removed ; the contiouitf 
corobau which he had to fuAain againft hit paOiont, at laft 
ended ; and every obJUcIe which flefli and blood had al- 
ways placed in the way of his piety, Ibr ever annihilated* 
How'fweet it is, when iafely an-jved in pott, .torecal the 
mnembiance of paA daiisert and tempeft* 1 '^^eff vi&ori- 
oua in the race, bow pleaOng to retrace, in imagination* 
pur exertion*, and to revie^r thofe paru of ^icpurft mofl 
dilUnguilbed by the toils, the pbffacles, and the difficulties 
which have tendered them celebrated. 

The righteous man theii appears to me liLe:inotbei Mo-« 
fes, expiring:On the holy mdutitaifli where' the Lord had 
marked out to him hie graw > " Get tbee up! into the mouo-' 
*' uin Abarim, and die," &c. Deut. xxxii. 49 ; whohei 
fore he expired, looking do>vn from that facr^ place, . and 
rafting his eyes over that extent of country, the nati<mi 
and kingdotns he lad traverfed,' and now leaves bdiind him^ 
reviewr, in ima^nation, tbe oumberlefa dangers he bad ef- 
caped ; his battles with fo [many conquered q^oni ; the ' 
fatigues of the defart I the fnaies of ^dtan ; the mur- 
murs and calumnies of his brethren ; the rocks fplit in pie- 
ces ; the darigen of Egypt avoided ; the waters of the Red 
Sea got over ; hungei;, thiril, and wearinels flruggled 
' againfi ; and touching at laft tbe happy fenn of fo manj: 
kboun, and viewing from afar that coQDtiy promiled to 
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Jiii latheirs, he fingi a fong of thankfgtving tnd pnife to 
IGod; dies tranrported wiih joy, both at the remembraDce 
^f To man/ dangers avoided, and at the profpc£t of that 
place of reft, which the Lord fhcwt him froih afar ; and 
idoks upon the holy mountain, where he is to expire, v 
the' reward of his toils,- and the happy term of his courfe. 

Not that the remembrance of the pad, in recalKng to the 
-dying righteous Toul the trials and dangen of his -pad life, 
does not alfo remind him of hit infiddtties and wanderings ; 
but tbefe are errors expiated by the lighs of repentance ; 
'wanderings which have fortunately been followed by a re- 
newal of fervour and fidelity ; wanderings which recal to 
^im the mercies of God to his foul, who hath made hi* 
crimes the means of his repentance, bis pafCont of his 
tonvcriGoo, and his errors of his falvation. The grief for 
bis faults, in this laft moment, becomes only a foirow of 
confolation and tendernefs ; and tears which this remem- 
brance draws from biin Aill, are no longer but the tean of 
joy and gratitude. 

' The foriner merciesof God to his foal fill himwith con- 
fidence, and infptre him with a juft hope of more ; the 
paQ conduS of God, with regard to him, comforts liis 
heart, and feems to anfwer for what he Oiall experience in 
future. He no longer, as in tbe days of his penitence and 
inobroingi figures- to himfelf tbe Almigluy under the idea 
ot a terrible and fevere judge, whom he had infulted, and 
whom it was neceflary to appeafe ; but as the Father of mer- 
cies, and a God of all confolation. who prepares to re- 
. ceive him into his bofom, and there Iheiter bim from all 
biiaffli^ont. 

" Awakei 
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"Aw4c, fighteou foul." bf then tp .bim ja fccre^ 
Jbji Lard aai his Qod ; " Tbou who haft (Ininjtea U^ 
" dngs of the cuj) of tremblmg, tbou Ihalt oo mo^ drink. 
" it agaifi i the dayi ,ot thy tribuUtipo «K paft. Shal:^ 
."tfayfelf frona the dufi, arire, and fit down; loofe thy^ 
." feif fro^ thp baods of thy afck^ O captive dwghin qf 
" ZioQ : Put on thy ilrength, put on thy beautiful gar- 
"ntenti: £Dter'intotheever]aJliDgjoyo{thy-X>ord, v^re 
••tbon fluk obtain gladaeik and peace, ^a4 fbnyw aqj 
" mouiniiig Sull flee away." Kaiah li. 17. &f. 

Firfl confblatiaB of the tipri^ Coul in the bed ofdCKtl); 
the reomnbraiice of the pft.— But all which takes place 
jirouod hirn ; the world wjijch fliu frot* biv ; all cremd 
bein^ which dijappearj alt that phan^m of vanity whivb 
vanilfacs ; this cbange> this novelty, is the foiir(« ftiU of * 
tboulaod confolatioiis to biip. 

We bare juil (ccb. that the defpair of the dying fiaorr, 
in viewing what paffes around him, is ACcafiencd 1^ Jii* 
furprifes, his reparations, bis changes; thcfc ace precifely 
the four«cs of eoofotation to the faithful fan) in tbisjaft 
moment. NoUiing furprifes hita ; He is fejtwKt<;d irOA 
nothing : In bis eyes qothing is changed. 

Nothing fuxptifiM bin.— The bour of the Lor^ fgr^Iri 
him not ; he expe&ed, ,he longed for it. The (hot^ «t 
this laft moment acccwpaoied all hi* a£Upm, cslered into 
all his projeQ*, regubted aU bis deCres,. and animated hi* 
whole condu£l through life, Cv:ery hour, every nwnjeott 
feemed to him th^ one which the upright judge had ap> , 
pointed for that dreadful reckoning, where .rigbieeufnc'* 

itfdf 
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Maff iUlbe juil^ Ural hadbcltnd, itioibdily yre- 
fm»g hra fiwl for tlwt li> hoar, lluift ke o^ini, ttiAt. 
^W* oobIbM, wilhAmi fiiiqiriCc or dimd, in tlK pcm e( 
Us I^ird; AMthner^ ifpbmf^bii^F MHRr't*' hikn thui he 
Ind alwayt bskoU jt) and exfoienciag wu'difiiEnBcc W 
twizt tW dajt flfllus Mtlv «id tUn iuAtkKy otei of liii 

Ot&itt, m}m Mcafibm A« &i^rHa aal Ac Mprir gC 
tlw litinir OM tbt tod ol dntk, u to £r diat Un werld, la 
wUcfa be had ever piooed ail hif Cotifideic<» ia botbiiij, la 

fcui a dreanf, wbktt taoMwa a«d ia anailiilxcd. 

But As faithfalitad; is fait laB mnMnt i ah! brtet 
A*worU{a(lMi-&tw ligbtbe badalw^ vitfwtditi aa!a 
IhridofrWUcfa Ktxgthxwtlff a* • va^mrwhichdcmvoaat 
d diOaotoev but, Wbtn appoaiihad, Has MitUcr rakUty mbr 
faMaacr. He feels Uien Ok lioly jtif of bavimpsfilmeid 
llie world aecorfti»g to iUavrk; ai' kaviag jAdgad wiA 
profaiet7 ; oC ntrer beiiig xtuched to what maft oad dajr 
flip bom Um 111 KdMMMl; kndof hatvig placed Im cttfr 
fidcacain Oodalaaa, wWreaaaiaolli^Cfco aatnaily M 
nwaid tkbft iriM> tmC ia binu 

How fwcet then to • hitUal foul, to f^tohiaiWIt I 
have Bade tke liappaeft cbaiM; Va* fanwMte fat- mo, 
that 1 attached njrrdf oaljrroOfld, fiaee he aJopa inll tiu 
dare toiae for enrl Hy cbom waa ra^wdcd ai a Mlf ; 
tfa« worid la n g faad it to-fcom, ^ai fiiniii iiif mlwjiliialaoil 
flngnlar ia aot confonoing nyfalf M-itf wayt : bdt naw 
this laft moiiKBt verifiei all. It is deailr that d«aaka' oa 
whjdi' fide are the wife or tba toa^, and wUoh of iha 
twohaa judged arigfai, the worldly or tbetiicbful. 

Vol. I. O o Tbw 
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.. Thut does the upright raul, on th^Vd of death, vicw: 
ike world and all ht.gltxy. When the miiiilUn oi the, 
'cbttrch.cometo.converie with htm of God, and tba ootb* 
•ipfDcrt of aUimnian thingi, thefe ha4y tnuhi, k aew^to 
the finner in that laA nKuneDt. are fuhjeSa familiar to him,; 
. ohjefb of which he bad BCFcr lo& fight : Tbefe tonfolatory . 
truths are thco hit fweeteft occupation ; he meditatei jip.- 
on. becojoyt tbetD, be draws them irom the hottom of. 
hisheart, where they. had alwayi been chsriflied, to pUce 
them full in.iiia view, and he conEenptate*. them. with jc^.. 
3'he miaiAcr ot Jcfnt Chiift fpeaks no new or iomgn lao-> 
guage to him; it ia .the language of hiaheaft; they aro- 
the fcntiments of hii whole life. Nothing footfat him (»: 
apuch then, a* to Jicar that God Ipokcn of, whom he had 
•Iwaya. loved; thole eternal. nch^i which, he had always 
coveted ; 4hat happtneTi of anptber life, forwhich he had 
always fighed; and tbe.nothiagi^la of diat wofid, which. 
Ik h»d always dHpifed.. All other fubje^ of. cooverTaiioa 
become infiped to Jtim; he canJiftsa only to the mercies., 
of the God of hii father), and beregreti the nuxitentt af 
loA. whidi mud nroeflarily be devoud to the regulatioi| of 
•n earthly manfion, and the luccef&oo of bii ancelor^ 
Great God ! What knowledge I Vl^t peace I Whafcdeli- 
cious tranfporu ! What holy emotions of love, of j<^, of 
ioofidence. of thanUgivisg, then fill . the foul of tliif 
zi^teoui cfaara&er I Hif faith is reneiwd ; bis love is in- , 
vigoiated ; tui .fervour is excited; hit compuodion i> a> 
ivakened; The nearer' the diflblution of the. earthly man 
•pproacbcs, ■ the more ii the new man completed wid per- ! 
feBedl The more bis manfioo of clay crtu^ilcs, the more 
is bis foul purified and exalted : In proportion at the body 
falls into ruin, the fpirit is difcngaged and renewed; like 
a pure aod brilliant flame, which afcends and, fhinci forth 
with additional Tpleadour, in proponion at it dilcngaget 

irfelC. 
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Idelf fr«B tbe renuiin of nuker which held it dowa, -ud 
wtiht faUbnoe to wfaich'it vat attached i* conruiBtfd tfnd 



>•. Mul All^difuniHelaponOod'fttiguetbefitiiiefoiltlM 
Wdof death: Tfa^ irritate his er^s; ImiMad fuRers by 
AAa, and his Tflft is Qifluibed ; It fotebmei neceOkryW 
■mage his wedcDcf^ by'vCntunnganty a- few wonds M 
faofisi yaiMt todo it wi& precaucion; left their length 
fihiifld incfltentode bita; 'to chi/fe the motnen'u tor fpcik- 
ing tnhiiD-of'thfetGod who fa ready'to jiidgc bin, airf 
prhoB be hks never lnAovhi. -Holy amficat of charity mi 
v£qutfedi, tay'deeeption b emrneceflary-fcineliiun,'^ 
zaake him hefio!ira tboui^uponbii'ialvatian: Eventhe 
nteijlm-of ihecbuflcfa bitt'ntety approach him, b«ditrfc 
Ihey weU 'kaowi.tbat rtheir prefence ii oiily'an intrnfion. 
Hbey-an'txtloMti-.m dift |r ee aM e-'aiid melancfaiHy ptm- 
pbtUlt bttrftieBilsflradnAUiB car^Fiilly'tuiiiflK'cicniverf^ 
tin fnott&dtatteui. A conveying the3ei^of';dratbv and'ua 
tdUw^ fobjefi whith w<arie» htm ; ' tbey' endeevoiiii to'coN^ 
wytbis fptritt, bj^iTelitiBg' theafiivs aodnoitieii of "the 
»gHi. which bwl'dl^AKSbf bin Aaaa^ life.^liGmr GotU 
m*^:4fcM> pemitteft that this nnfoitiliiaie witeih fiiall beat, 
cvenr to daath^Jit dtflilK tothtth; that wArtdtyi im^a 
.flutl.flill .occdpy ^bi^ i»tfaiB:lBft tnoncut:;' and'tbat'thry 
.flvR dread :!» Tpeak tel bin of bi$ Gdd.^whoA hi ba»a|. 
.ways :dreadcdlo fwCfc Badto-kabwi 

Bui let ui ODt'ldfe^fight of the failhrtri fwi) ; Not only 
he (eci aetbiag On the bed of death which iurprifes fain, 
.batheislihamfeliFpaiMed fawn R«thtDg which be 'jamems 
jca regrcU. Fw what -can death AparA^ fatu Iroin. (io 
occaSon cither regrer or te»i ? Ftdirfthfc worid?) Ahu I 
irom aworldfin which be had always Rvcd-aa all exile; 
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.bled; attenlioat, wbich were troublefome to iimn-.flhtt 
.jefitonr. wUck in fjpte of hiiatcll^ ftill diriiied htm b^ 
trnat kMV«i.«oi tbecftith: ;We teMliHk r«gtet Ui tie 
lofa «r wb4t: WE teve Mver lov«]. Fnoi hit nAe*' fai4 
iwerit))? Jblutl hisMealure wta m^boKven^ i£iJ«dic«Ml 
been tJhe Judus at tfaep«or:.HQlobt ^lanoat; .)K«>lgr 
gpin.ioini^iiB'thenbrcTfii'^iirthiibofcaioCCiod. ffkni* 
UtUt]es«iiiiiiH«^aitiei? Alvf k uay«fecJ*oin wWtAi 
k,ii[icl{v«r«3l F Tbeegd)riiiieaear «biiiin, WH tW am 
Ut bad iweivcd in b«ptiCn, xkich be nowbeftl Mtirt 
frcfoBceaC 0«dt md wiwl sonftitqtnkis cbin i» (ibi 
.«tcinal.pront£n. fmh bi> kUiioim aoAfntbdi?^ AImI 
}ieJwOwj.UMti>e.on])r-pcKMkt Uih»<b^a »A««M'{ •!« 
<d(Mb fWiBot fefante tb*fc wbdn chary^ bad jopMl 
j^ioa tbe catthf ami Am,-faeQ. tuiitti tcfclher in tfafc 
helom-t^ God, thff fralL agas :fbnB tbe^ fuaa cbanbi 
udtb* liUBcptD]rie;BiidQiai)'Bafa)F^dK.MighMdf aa'jiB'^ 
tKKtal focieljr. Fmoi fait cfaiidran ^ He leavnt&tbMWtbfe 
XonL ai a falfaer ; bis ezaaiple Mid inftnfliaiu u an'JO^ 
ItfnUilcci'bis jobdwi&nuid bu Ueffing u a final oMh 
.felatioa : Add, tibe David, be expim id eaamtjag ttrkk 
.£» Solomoa, not tiemporal profpentin; but a perfeft hnv«, 
Jove ol the law. awl tbe lear «f liM Ood «f'bia flutter*. 
From bis body/? AUil fremtbtf b«fy which bebadaK 
wayi cbaflired, crucified; wfaicbbeooafidtredatbis tm- 
my r which kept him flill dependent upon the lenfet and 
theflefli; which ovenrhdned bimunder'Aeweii^tt^.fa 
many buiniliatitiif wanti; from that boafr of day, whftft 
coaifined bin prifoncr ; which j»roloiigvd the dayi of hh 
batiifiuiieiitahdhit llavety, aad retarded bis nnion wMk 
JeOu CbriB E Ah I like SL Paa), he eatneAIy wiflu»' ^ 
:difielntkm: It n ap iriLlome c)otbHig,;frMn whiefafacte 
ddivefcdTi' 
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■laomt add, i!itt the «b»i^ whf^ takfc jriace on tlw 
Bed of ^Mtli, To tuH of defpair 'to the 'finn(?r» tftinge ho- 

'(hiitginlhefitthRfl-^l. ifirnafon, ft ii Ane, decayr;1)4it 
ftira long tfme pfl. he Trad fiibjrflea if to ttic yofe of 
Wth.ind exfingnafcefl its win fights befbie the fight irf 
6od, Mid rtfr pi^niMfirjf 'of hi* fltyfteriftj. ' Hii expirfft^f 
eyes become darkened, and are tlofetf upon xll -vifitfTe ob- 
jeSs ; but long ago they had been fixed on the invilible alone. 
Hhtenj^tk itdntoveAle; but'fienatl1ongbef(#ephnted 
Ae guard bfi cn-cuniI{>^i<Ai - on % 'add' 'neditated in 

' fflenfce thi mercies of rfie Ooa t.f Ms fe*eY«:' All fiis 
ftb^ are bhmted, and- lofe their natural ilfe^ ttiltfofa 
Ibngthn^'ptft. he had htiAMf inuMiQed their' influence. 

' He had eyes , and ftrw not ; eaW, "and lieard tttjt j taftfe," mi 
reliftied only the things of heaven. Nothing is changed, 
AereFore', to this foul, oii thebed of death. ' His body^alls 
}a pieces; iSH created'bcingsvanlOi from his eytj;'light 
tctirek'; all nattne returns to' nothing; andi in the midft. 

' bf Sltl'tReft changes, be aJoAe'clange^ndr;' he a)6n(:ital. 
waysfflefirme. . ■ ■ .. - ii... 

' Ifovr grand. mybrMhtcn.ddnfaitlN renderi!)^ righleoul 
on'flie'tr^d of death 1 HdW worthy of Cod,' of itigiU, 

• and ol mien, is thk fight' of the upn'ght ToifHn that lalt 
tnoment! It is then diat the ^tthful heart apj^rs maflcto^ 

' theworia, arid bfalfthe Created; ft is then, ifeatjwrticipatfng 

■ rfreaify iA'iftegr^tnefs and the Smmuubility 61* tfc Go<l 
1e Wbott -heii OD the ^e o!f Iking united, it ^s elevatei 

■■■''• ab&TC 
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rfmve-aUj- fti^ witfld, wttboiit U17 conoeQioD wadi' it s 
vt*mmt^boiy,)mbbat bmng chriaed ti it; rurtfafconkf A* 
or.tiu ctlatioitt. nd fri— A^t with»M fteihg At-- h—w i t ^ . 
theni.in'rtlife.'audft-of itbe anfawwffftuioa -and. chiageJ- 
yriucit hu death opoii to hu fight, wjthaut the Ciftflleft. im-^ 
terroption to his tnmquillity ; Hb is airady fixed in the 
bo(cm«(God.ia Aemidftof t^deftruOJon oFijI things. 
Pnce.iDW>,ai}< hr^thmi,- botrgfuid it ,n to.hwe;)iverfr 
io the i^femnce eC the liw of the Lord, and to die i» 
hit St»r.l With, ifhM. dignity does not iaith tben difpUy- 
itMf io tbeji^Moiu ibol P It is the momeiu of hif glory 
ukdtauiDph; it is the centra at, which the wbcdelufiK ot 
i^it life wid of lui virtue* aiutej . - 

HoMr.banitifa] -to lee the rigbteoiu man, tbeamovios 
friltLB tnaqipiiiand nwjeAj^ peace towards eternity ! And 
with n^rondid the Ufc I^phet cry out. when he faw the 
triuaiphal Jim^ch of the Ifndiies entering into thejand.ot 
Promife. " Lo^ me die the death of the righteaoa, and la 
*' nqr cod be liJte.hi>t" J^moben xuit< 10. 

And bdif^, my brahrco, what completely fills with 
joy^Qd ecvifolatjoQ the faithful foul on the bed of death : 
It is thetboughtof futKrity.. The fisner, duripghcald, 
loohi/orward ip.a future flate with a tranquil eye ; hot ia 
this laft moment, beholding its approach, his tranqaillity 
is changed into Ifaudderinga and terror. The upright man, 
on the contrary, dqring the days of hii mortal life, durik 
never regard, with a fixed eye, the depth and the .extent 
of God's judgments : He wrought out bis falvalion .with 
fear and treiobjiing ; he fhuddetcd at the Tery-<thought of 
fhat dreadful luturity, where ej^en the juH, if- judged 
.ivitbout metcy, (hall hanUy be &ved : But, on the. bed of 
death, ah J Th«Gadof Peace who difplays [lynfcifiobim. 
'■"."■ cal-. 
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wUnis. hit agitatioof ; Ut fears iMBwdately txiit^ *Hh«K* 
cbaaged into a fweet hope. Ha dready pierces,' with exr' 
juring eyes, through tliat cknd of ooonaiity- ithieh ftiU*' 
furronnds biiDt and iint the tbrone of gloiy, and the Son' 
«f Mao at his Fatfao-'s right band, ready to receive him ;* ' 
that immortal couatry, for which heiiad kiaged fotmch-/ 
aad upon which his mind had always dwelt; ^at Holy 
Zioa. which the God of bis fiithen filleth wit^ hu ^hrf 
and his piefeoce ; where ht oveiflow«h the elc£l with > 
torrcnt-ot delights, and maketb thetn Eor ererto enjoy ihc 
incomprehenlible riches, which, he hach prepared for ibofff ' 
who tove him ; . that city of the people of God, the refi-' 
.deuce of the funis, the habitation of ihejufl, and of thtf 
PtopheUi. where be ftall again, find his brethren, Vitb' 
whom charily had united him on theeaitb, and with wbonV 
bewiU bJeii eterully tbetender mercieiof the Ijud, »ni 
join with them in halelnjahs to his pnufe. . ' 

. Ah! when alfo the minifirrs, of the church cone to' an- 
nounce to this fool, that the hour is come, and that etei'- 
nity ^[tfoacbei.; wbei>they.cometotel1hini,'in the name 
of the Church* which fends them :^ '^Dflptrl. -ChrifttaM 
f foulj'Quit at.lafi that eanb, where' you- have' fo long 
" been a ftranga and a captive : The time o4 trial anS 
" tribulation is over; Behold; at lafl; the apright 'Judge,' 
V who comes to flrike off the chains of your ^nortaNty ': 
" Return to the bofom of God, from whence you came : 
*' Quit now a world, which was unworthy of you ; The 
f Almighty hath at laft been touched 'with your tears i He 
•* at lafl openeth to you the gate of eternity, the gate ' of 
" the upright : Depart faitbful fonl ; Go, <nd unii^ thyv 
t' felf to the Heavenly Church, wbidi cxpcEls.tbM ; On- 
" ly remember your brethreA, whom you teav6 upon thti 
',* eaitb, ftill expofrd to tempiations and ro.ilormi: Be 
" touched, 
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Vto4Mkeii'wiihthBMekii0bol7 IlaUoftfeCtuircfirlnIr* . 
«t below, which h»i ^VCR you imtii in Jefu Chrift, and 
'•■ wfatcb eavici your dtpBrt^re : Entreat tbc end of hct 
'" c^Mivity, and her re-onioa wJdi hit Tfoaie, from wteAl 
" fhe is ftill fepKnted. TfadTe who flccfk in the Lord, pa- 
** dQi aot for ever : W^ only quit you on the anb, in't^* 
" ier to iagun you ia * little tine with Jefnv Chrift,' ia 
"the kingdon ol the Holy i The hodf, which ;oa ai* 

'" on the pdint of lavitigtptey towonnt uidto putrefat- 
** tkm, fl^ feon follow you, unmortal and gloridua. ^ Not 
*• » hair ol your bead OmII perift. Tbeie 0iaU remain i> 
" your aShit, a iieed of iffitttortality, even to the day of 

'** revelatioi), when your parched bojua ihall be vivifled, 
** and again appear more r^pln^ent than light : What 
•• happiaeb [or you, to he at bit quit of all the miferiet 
V which flin afflifl u). to be no longer expofcd, like yobr 
** brethren, to lole that God,- wbbih you go to enjoy; ~tq 
** fhut your eyes, at lafi, on all the Icandals which grieve 
''' MS ; «t thai vanity, which ftdiicCi us ; en tbore'ex'iiii. 
" ptea, which Icadni altray; on tbdre atucbtnents, iritich 

' ** eogToTi ui ; and on thofc troubles, which confiime nii 1 
*• What b^pindi, to quit at lafi a place, where evny 
*• thii% tires, and eveiy thing fuUiei ui.; where we are a 
*' burden to ourfelvet, and where we only exift, in order 
** to be Unhappy ; aad 'to go to a refidcnce of peace, of 
" joy, of quiet, where oar only occupation will be to en- 

." joy the God whom we low." 

What blefled tidings, then, of joy and immortality, Ut 
this righteous {bull What blefled arrangement! Witb- 
vbat peace, what coa6deace, what tbankfgivings, does 
be not accept I He raifet, like old Simeon, hit dying eye* 
to heaven ; and viewing the Lord, who Cometh inwardly, 
fays to him, " Break, O my God, when thou pleaTeft. 
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^ tfefa remains ot mortality ; there fe^le Uef ,' which 
» flill keep me here : I wait, in peace and in hope the ef- 
** kBs oF thine eternal promires." Tbni parified by the 
expiation of an holy and Chriftian life, fortified by the 
bB remedies of ^rChorch, wafhed ii> die blood of the 
Lamb, fupported' by the hope of the promifes, and ripe 
lor eterniiy, be Ifautt bit eyes with an holy joy on all fub- 
Innary creaturei : He truquilly goes to deep in the Lord, 
and retama to the bofom of that God from wtience be 



My brethren, any obfcrv«tioni ^ere would be ufeleft. 
Sttdi ift. the e'nd.'Of th^fe.vhp haye liy^ itt .4iei (ear o( tl)r 
latd : Hieir de^t^ a precious before &od, like thejr life. 
Such i* the deplorable end pf thole, who have peglefled 
him to that Uft hour : T)w death oF a (inner is abominable 
safbeeyctot thcLord, equally ai ihmiliFe* irypujiye 
91 ^n, yqu will die in all the horrors, .and in ;al^ the nf(;lerf 
n^gre^,.eF the Gnper, «id yoor death Ihall 1^ an eternal, 
4eath, ; IF ypu|iTe.inrjgbtepufners, ypu will die in peace, 
i|Qd in- the confidence o{ the juft, and yqur death will ,b* 
Vify a paflage to a blefled immortality. , „ 

Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God (^e 
- H<Ay. GboO,. be; all honour ai^l glory, .no)v,.bepccfoiiJ), 
«94 f« ev^rmpiif, Amen. 

. ': ■ J 
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Joiw w. la. 
^^Ri' y^-f '<">'* ^ loavet, AMt, token lit itd-giiitm 
■ thsnks, he difiritmUd to the dipipUi, and' tJk difafhk 
- to Hum that- wtrefil d&an-. 

It \% not without defign t^at our SaVionr tffbcute* dtf 
difciples, in the prodigy of trtultiplying the toavef, ujtf 
that he makei ufe of thnr tnini&ry in ^firibuHng the intf*/ 
wilotu food among 2 peopte prefTcctwith'tHinger andwint;' 
He might, again, no doubt, have made mannk to rainupotf 
tbedefert, and raved-tDbiidirciplettbetroufcleof ft-pam*' 
ful a diftribution. 

Bui, tnight be not, alfo, after r^ifing up Lazam ltoiii< 
the dead, dirpenffd with their affifttuice in unloofing fn»7' 
Could his Almighty voice, which had juft broken afandef 
t(ie chain* of death, have foito^ any refilbnce ho^ Oit 
teeble bands which the hand oF nun bad formed 7 It it be- 
raufe he wiOied to point ontlo them bcFordund the bend 
' exercjfe of their minillry ; the part tbey were afterwards to 
have in the fpiritual rerune6Uon of finnen ; and that what- 
ever they fhould unloofe upon the earth Ibould be unloded 
in heaven. 

, Again. 
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k:of fiyii^.tribiift W 
Co&r, ht njijhc Imhw Avmded the ftarte »f Peier, hf j)r»* 
AiioiiigipiBaoC ■tMyoottfr fbfefcair^Ql aifiO): H* 
ii)^ ma froM looc*. was aUe «• ivfe u^ <^Umi of 
Abraham, mt^ lattAy with tttaOar ffitfr Aityfi fi«nVMt«4 
diem ioiD « preciout metal, and thereby fumifiiej ibe 
awKiat «& tbe aftme d«e te 6e^ t< Buti in the cha- 
iiOtf of Hc^ of ibi Church* be Mhwt W tAch hit mt 
ajAA (6 nl^ Yb^ .ia «iA)nrt(y { 4«4, by re«^iig 
lAaMHMtd m km t » ti» tw i rmf i gibl i ai»J .by Coj« fo fet 
«t eMMipie-of ftibmtfiba (o ether IMit>>en.; 

. TliM, m wM»«g «!(«) i4>0n ihi* <ftcali»nt of thp ioM^, 
1pWtta«f the, apoAlea 4e difb-)lwte.i^c, l»v^ to the muj^ 
titiiilri Ua jeflgft iai to ae<uflt:>p All hii ditei^ct.io com-t 
f^da wd lihenaJU]^ towalds.^ upFartnaate : He e&a^ 
Utfh«y«|l<bfcmwA«rfof bifprayiflflBeet luadjDuUiplief, 
Ibt! itcWea of tb^ eanth in yvitr Mad«. for the fole pniyol^ 
^ ^ang ^Ba^maAitoA tbMLte aqwlil ibat Multitude of 
antamtnatc fcllow-creaturei which furroundi yeu. He, 
^ doubt, might aourilh them bimfelf, at be fohnrrly nou- 
«|mi1 Prtl'Bad £li}ah is tin dafcrti ,witboHt your inttr- 
kroHce ha night cemfwf . dwfe crcaturci which bear hiS; 
JHbgp t i*> *^b iaVtfiUe hal|d pfliparaa food even tor the 
jljHng jtvMipa irhicb -biTolte him,. in their want i but he 
wOiat to tflifciaM yvu io tbe mtrit of hb libn^y ; he, 
mtbm. yqu to be fUvai betwiu bimreil aad the poor, )ik<, 
nfte^i^ ct*i|Aai atw^yi leady t« fliower upon themthord, 
iilifiifyiiV ftreaflM .which yen have .«n|y received foe tbeir , 



Such ia the order of bia providence ; it waa neceOiiry 

dltt neanf ef EjUvaQoi^ flionld be provided For all men : 

ricbe« ffwild cornift the hearty if charily were not to 

expiau 
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yi iKitw-e* w. 

««|ut« Adr ikofc i iiili y i ' i m \t U 'btifaf wA -Wtei; 
ly iMt virtue, if i^ fBeOooa of- Bq^l«^B— -i^ not 
tpitSitk'itfhiMtndti tbe pMr^fafeittui* «» ihe raaii-. 
tbe>|MRiiin>cif tlwir-plnfitnt ; the rickittiMMe Oteifaarma^ ■ 
«(»4(^dK neift of tb^ fafloriogs. 

Applf yonrielt, tbm, be wbdiA )m> vny, to^ dw «M»» 
fequenee of tbtt |;ofpeL ' Ifyaa graaii uBder tbe yoke'oC 
poTtr^. On teadBraeA «Bct the ctteoF J«fin'(%iift to- 
wards «U ^0 wmti of a mtajetiug tod BajKovided ye^ ly 
will eonCidc yota: IF botn to e^ulence, tfas ekampte^ftC- 
, tba difei^et will bow uftruS yon. You will Acre &e» 
i/f/y, Tbepmuti wtiichtber oppofalo the doty «( i^»< 
nty confbud : %4fy, Yoswill lann wfa«t ongfat CoWte 
rain. That » lb &y, that intbe&ril }tait of thn difninfii - 
w« flidl cfiiUtfli tf« diitjr ^[wft ^ the vtio'en:iifci «* 
avtriee; in' the fecond we fMl mttmA )rba in the iBKntr.< 
of fBifiUingiti^idcveBtbedcfefiaef duriiy; it it ifaa^ 
inoft lutonl iitftiuaioa withwmdi tbeUftoryof the ^bS-- 
pel prefents n*. 

Past I. — ^It is fcMvdy a imtter of contioveffjr now !■■ 
the world, whether the law ot God make a precept «> o$ : 
of charity: The gofpel U fo pointed on thia.duty? the 
fpirit and dte groand-wb^k <^ religion lead ua lb tauirmy 
to it ; the idea alone MthiA we have of Pravidence; ia-lhr. 
difpenration of temporal thinga, leaves fo little room 'on 
that pmnt to optoton or doMbl, tbM, thoii|^ naOf be igt-. 
noiaot of the extent of ^s tAKgatiba, -jet tbet* ne ab-- 
moft none who do sot admit of tbe fonndation and ^sin*- 
ciple. 

Who, indeed, is ignorant that the Lord, whofe ptaViv- 
dence bath regulated all things with an order To admirable 

and 



Arid, wottldiomer fatveleftn^, eiMtn) after bn own inug^ 
akpgty 16 booBcr aad imtigniMi. whM 'li^ wteU mmvUf 
AiMrar.i^ii^afiDiU.imMbnof b^>yiadiTiduaktl)cUcir ' 
ftqgi ol . hnven wd tbe .ill of 1^ eartb, if 'he htd imiiK ' 
tended -that the ibtmdaitoe Af Ae on^ihould fupply.tlw 
iHDcAiea of ih»4)Mv ? -: 

:. Kbo.il igw»an6ilieborigiBiUfeKB>y'diiagbefeii|Bd is: 
c«wMn> ioall Hiea;,tfattr!iBi^«Mun knew iieiUMrpra< 
pnty nor portioas ; and that, at firA, Ok left etch of m 
tir-feS^aa-ti-lte ani«^«i Bill 4lnt in tftAfp to pot 
bwtndcto arsrias^ •ad-.to svoed noeUe md dt&afioiut 
iMoifatiiqB Gbaftot of- ibe fitople cU>li{bed tb»t the wij^- 
eCt 4b8naA.liunaae,.aoddK-<niaft Dprigbt, Ibould Uke-~ 
«rife:b«:tbe>iitaAcfnleii< ; 'tbit,befidei.ibe ponioa of wnltk 
dBftiaai tr than, by nature, UK>''fiKmU aifi> fae.dMi^ 
«iiifadu^ot.the weakcft, to be iu d^wfiuriet, aodnijde* 
iiaadjtt;.Bg^iitft .afiarpatton and viakacs: confaqwarty, 
that they were efij^lilhcd by nature itfelf ai tlie'gnard^na 
of' the linbnuntte, and that whatever furploi they had wa* 
Oi^fbe patriMoay of their b rethr eo oosBded to their care 
and tbeir'cqnity ? . 

' yikiK -Mly. it igaonuit thai the.tict of rclifion hare 
Aill-tBore-fifinJy cemented-theficftbondi of anios which 1 
aame bad fomied among taee ; that ifae giace of- Jcfu» 
Ctoifi, «ihic(ibtiia^'. teeth tbe firft helievert.' m,ade of ' 
tbcB iHKatdyonebwtaodone feuf, bat ^fi> one ftmily. 
where, ihf , idqa .of iadirtdualpNftitywai exploded ; and' 
that the gofpel, RH^ing it a hiw to ui to love our brethreq 
at oaefdva. no loitger penniti nato be ignonnt of their 
mirtf,* ortolKinbnfibteisdiclrfarrowsi* 
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Jaiick of •)»)«»« fajgtacnli the Mi^fMim^mtk Mdk 
la Mm. AMied ; !>■(, dtiwtte. cimiMaon •( ia M«|» 
MBM «l» pUcfr? A. iinldEtii minx, mmmtgt, ikkm i^ 
^pegfe with it^lkdy^ ar M k4ft w fc»i(|iifc iw a'wiwljr 
•f the duty. N<M<r> k would ap^rchM the fpiritoE Qoi 
bKfa memt to poiu oat to lu all tfciA' ^NMKU« wtbeiM* 
fiMn wUch the difcqilci nuide to Jcfm Cfaiift in mAmttt 
«t<»fe ilMiMm IM> lining tlw-fiBiilhif ■■ItHida 

Intbeflrftpkcc, aieyi«BiMdhhn,ithrttWyliiin^ii>|t 
whetewitittl to fiyplythrtr- wi ii w<li ; aa* At ^rfy W 
loaVeitffi barley, md wo <fte » t t umm i ; WwM ihc faft 
ytctezt, audaofe «l by avnastite&^maflMiMtt^ tl* 
itity of' eM][Hilk)n. Soirwly : hwh thty fiitti iiHt fat 
i M lB ft l vH ; tb»ylk«*v>(^ie.ud.«.tMk.«»>fiip^<iaM> 
werM) tMdmt to eliMilli; oradiuct to-.fltiifyi^ puUia 
cbsrges to filftpMt t * tkobftnd cipMa ol pwRKb^ae*- 
tbieiice, towhtch auetnita nofttejwdi adw. viu ife 
Any income, tiot eattrcty nnliiihddt to ItMb 4ad)c& dfa 
nandtP in Ibit manner, the woridooMimil^r fpeikst '^■4' 
a World the moft brilliant, and the tooft f 



* Mbw, 1 well know, tliatthe liniit of what, it MtkA a 
fbfficteney, areifMlte ftfle for-alt- SatiiiBr; MtHa^ tet 
teodin pTdfKtttionteTankindblnhi'riiuOM^fiart byvth*; 
aftdUtt, nuft diOitr in luftK fireta arwAtrt dM,. «««# 
firomthtf a}K>ftolte aget, amwAtc-leaD in tbea&aUuasfc 
believers, cIoth«d in rc^>eji' ofdiAfMUaafiriii'fing* of 
goh), while othert, 6f aitioKabfituraAaioa, wa a e ft r w di 
t6 content tbemfelvei vriih the ajiparri nteeflitfy to'«over 
theirnabednera; tbat, can&qticmiy, nl^ioadflriraiAMlt* 
foand flatiom } and that, if it forbid thafe wbo dwdlia 

the 



itki wHj Iwxwiwit^ Aeir dwftt k Jodj not t ti>e kaik 
itmik ft^nSkm «B4bM9 the fvrmtf, m^Hw finpKtiijK 4 
4hA wk» 4wB» in MlVgMt or: «< *»& »ho 'knifa 
hwR nidw«fi iN p««pl*:< SkOBW'it^ 

'9uo, «r bNriifca, -1t1* uiB««MfliMe tradk, Amj 
<hMiTiii ftmiliii iifiM niiijr hoiirf^ behmg^nattoyaw; dM 
ft « tW'-pncioB'of 'the '-^ou; mai, thMyaaafe.inuiled'M 
«onM(T-u7«tir bWitobly.dHn piwpoidoAof )-Mt>t«MtaliM 

*Wtf»)w<b'|iWfci'y*Ui- ■• i Irik,- itiM^ii k tfa* gaifA, «r 
4MEtDiifi«ilB, «bk)imi(M9alM»tl»fttftMM«r e WmU 

•m Kmoow qmIi i-Impi wv tw bo biM in dip rigln«it 
••4 wvxpanovt ia f lftp M e Am» jw&r coaJWon:? TIm* 
«M^ikti[f'iitM»flltMnv'and>ii»agKiririe wywt iriujcb 
■Bwi i^ ywjfc'yklB.-gwrtiat- ybui dpricttf aad e awf li 

vUbli yow fcnilerto tbb feniM' ofi a (Wd. » ori^ » 
■■feUmabove-Utancvlonr MUi«iBCbycmHfl[i»gaaui^9 
Aitfcawft-wUabeiditr fuik poe yow IvMfa; or is as 
ibnfeofiti waukiyowifaRiopmeiKli riat'iOifaribbava 
ioBHitaftible cUim oq yoai rawnnflii «Iich<utM bfc p*0« 
%Mt. w-ikajb oE vb^ctty P'Laftly^ .^HbuU: yoB (Unci* 
|ieMea4 i^ becavfl* jiMr fbtber, ppriwfi dbrconi aadl 
c» tb»imH#i na. anytaw ie^to ymall tail Nnbb.: «b 
frntufpt-hm ui JMM, y»aia wMiiicd tp fefgwt yoop tamfly.. 
wi4».bmilc «£. your iuboa^ in order t»iiniiigle. with tbo 



an endtkd to fiipport tfac fame ezpence ? 

MMai bir ibea ode, oybidbMiH ift fom cMfider li. a 
f«fta >OMty. tlMk«liHli.Bi^ «icapo faw your ^eabur, 

flWB 
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4M tt»«M<frN-»l. 

k«(w -tfoly, to te tcfapitubt^: ^dipiiciaiu. . diflatMe sM 
juodjgM. is 4fd*to be -rnMAy ^i^edfcd- htaa the dut^ 
•ftchaMjF^ Tbc! ittDfepRffip»70Q>aid)farte<d l^tjUyv 
tbe more wQl yotu bUigi£dn;t6 tb^ntf dimifaift; aatl 
yfnir exccOet, which the Lord haA commanded yoa 
ta£xpi4e hy ^ta of' ccMi»fliet,:>riU tbnifelTei \^oSat 
•i|irivt^getodirpea((fy6u|'re|vtiJn»B'tbem: ThefemKft- 
weci^Mij, tkeiefore, -be! Tomft-n^e :tert 't» oWervrij and 
iMne bniu to apppint oiufelva,' difibnot from tbctft oS 
■imce : and behold, it, ntjr bret^rpn^ tbe -mlei qf ifckh/ 
WMtever Midi to qnii{Oi,;OnI]lthe;liEe:oC (beloida.' ta 
llltet tiK piffiooa, to cadnteiMBffe- the vain p6mp «ni 
«M«ri »f 4he worldi ia-TupeilfluMirtpa Cbiiftiair; :tbefi» 
ltoe'What-yoii.<>u^to:retiench, fodto £K apaat ;. thefe otv 
Asfutukuidtbe heriti^Qf tbepeoT; yon ire on))' their 
4s|>dfitarici, •nd)>ou caaaMi'eacrowh'upeatheqi, widiaiife> 
nferpatioiiisdttijtHtice. .The igofpel reduces lo very littk 
Attfoffict^ncy o[ aCfanftbn. however exalted iatbQ world f 
nligibR, cettetidtet ibaeh boA the expedcea ; aaA dklwe 
Gve'dl McoidtDg td tlife nik^ of fiutb,; our wadu, whidr 
woidd «o lot^rir be multiplied.by-onr p^o», . woaU' ftill: 
he fewer :'tbc;gitattft part of odt wealth, would be found 
attirely wfeklai and a> in the firft age of faith,' indigence 
would no km^ gri^v^e the' churdi,' ndr he feen 
Mleven. ' Our expencei eootinnally iDoreafe, 
our itaffiona are every day mtthiplied ; ^ opnlehce of 
onr tatfaen it no Ibngertttut htiC an opcomfortable pdv* 
o^i and o«r-gieat riebet jcan no longer fnSce, be- 
canrc iK»fatBt[ .can Ittiary tbofe who- refufe ihemfclVe* 
oothiog. 

And in order to give thvt tritb all tbe extent wUcb'the 
f^jeQ ID ^ueftion dhnaodtt I alk you, %dly, .Do tbe e)e> 

vatioa ' 



^g^tntni, ihinJtircftJB-WliBch'ycwi aigb^ivdilpptfc 7^ 

J^lfm ■ foapUci^^iiy^tUty; 'nodefiyi. «k1 holjr' reftraiot'; 
n^'bc^ b6cv^gretei,.you tDre-.notJhe Jaf« ChiiiUns. Itf 
:l^lli lite thofe Ifradites liat^ddiert, have you aisaflail ' 
lOSK owvi^ than, your bfctlmm; youcannoi^ prtiervc (at 
•^ur ufe. tDore thao the mesrurc piefcabed by the law. 
Were it i]ot,iD.JDur. Saviour would have f«bidden pomp^ 
Juxur}'. and worldJy pleafurcs, but to the poor and unEor- 
r^Koatje ; tbqfe jto.wbwii tb^ toifiiry of tbeir fsoditicm icn- 
ri<!ri.Beedlcfcihat.dft|epcc., t 



y:. iNffVr. .ibt* giaad truth admiuvd; if, ^ccmrding toibD 
'^U Q{^-taith ^ be. not. permftuj l« yqu» m sn^loy yo)i|^ 
' jHfi^es ia.tlkft.^nttigcatk>n oE your apf>etite« ; i^ the richbq 
■ja^JMSi ta licac the crof*. continually to renouoce thenii 
Jcjves Vid to took for DO fonfoU^oo-iathia world,- equ^j^ 
,|y.M.tbc -poor;:. what cao-lhe.dengnof PEOvidencnJuLijQ 
J^9, in pouTiflg .w;Mm you.all the. riche* o[. tbe-eauhS 
A^iii what advwtagp.coaldevenaircrueto you, irom tlneiiMi 
:,C^vld U.^iqprderMadtniniaei^ta.yoac'hngtiUr defitn^ 
. ^ut, you ar^ no loqger bound to the fldH. ts live aceordiog 
jjOjhe .fiefli. . Could.itbeinorderto Nippon cbepiideaf 
.fankand birth? 3i^t,.whMev'«r.yoa give to vanity, ycvf 
.9(it oflC Fromcharity.. Could it be for thspurpofe ot hoard-, 
^ingup forjroui poQerity ? But your trearuie IhouJd be oa* 
Jy in heavciu. CouMit be in oMcr that. you migltf p^^ 
'ffpuj; life, more agiee^ly? But it you weep not, if you 
.fs^.oot, if yoa combat not, yoa aw toft. CeuM it bg 
in order h> auacb you more Ofoi^ly - lo the world f But 
.the.Cbtittiani j« not of thii wprld : be u a titizcn of the 
.age to come. :CouJd it be for the purpofe o( aggrandtf- 
ing your poflel&ons and your infaeriunccs? But, you 
would pcvei Bgpjtadife but tbe place of your exile; and . 
tbegain of (he whole world would be vaio, if you there. 
., Vqul.' Qq by 
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1^ iBXUom.xt. 

ihf SA fmt iomi. Co*lditbe«hit]<oiir tiUe Migkt* 
loadail wiih tba maSt ex^ifite di&Dt 7 But, 7011 v«H kaow^ 
.tbuifae gofpd bitifii a liEe of fenriidily utdTcdyiptiioul^ 
.oeb, equally 10 the rich, u to ibc indigent. RcviMr <tl 
xhc «dvMU#gn, which aceoi4iag to tbe worid» y«tt ctit 
M^ from your pmfperity, ud 7011 will fi«d dnoft tte 
wbok «f tbcB forbotldflB 1^ the Uw of God. 

It bu KM, therelorc, beta fail defigd, that they AfniA 
be merely lor your own puqmfea, wbca be amltiplieil ia 
your handi the riches of the canh. It ii not for yourfeU 
that you are bom to gnaiearj k ii not for yoiufeH, af 
Mordecai fomerly iaid to the pi^ui £fihcr, that the Loiil 
hath exalted ypu to thii point of profperity and gnndeur; 
■it it for the fake of bii affliOed people ; k ia to he the pro- 
4c£tor of the unfortunate. If you fulfil not the intcntioM 
oC Gad, with regard to you, continaed that wife irneli&e, 
be will emplc^ foaie other, who Hull norc AuttfuUy ferve 
Umi be wiUtiantGer to dmn ihat cio«ni MhvA wat in- 
tended foryoo ; he will elTewfave praride the calargcsiaiit 
and deliveiance of hi« afli£I«d people ; for be will not pee;. 
mit them to perifli ; but you and your faiber'i hou& BM 
periQt. In the dcGf ns of the Almighty, you tberribre aA 
but the minificrs of his providence, tewaid* tboft who Aif- 
fer t your great richei are only facred d^poTit*, whidi bb 
goodDefs haih enuufied to your care, for feeurky agaiiiA 
ufurpaUon and violence, and in order to be Kiore ftfelf 
prefcrved tor the widow and the orphan : yoar ^undiuci, 
in tbe order of ^ witdom, it deOined only to bpply their 
necci&tiea ; your authority, only to proteA dwm ; yov 
di^nitiei, only to avenge their inmefti; your rank oo^ 
to confole them by your good officct ; whatfoever you be. 
.yoH^itonly for them; your elevation, would no (ongerlte 
.tbe vork of God, ud be would have curiiEd jon, ia be- 
' ftowi^i 
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ilMwqf wtyibddhfl nttm of iBe «Kdk^ tnchbripTed 
«ton loyott (k ny Mbcr. ufe, 

. Ab'I: lIMgetbeiiBaaiomta Bi; aaani4xcide<fiMyoUr 
l—illiiiMl»ftiift itnniiiti Tiiiir bmhiM, wontt fttiicfeare 
eamintaiti b)> tb«'l«w of! Goi ;. tathn joftify hi* ^provi- 
tfclnr tt>W9iS^ ilb vHio Itifir ; ^ etaaoag ioti hi< or^er,' 
]f«.tkcni-k«ow, (iiM'tbereiraGo^fbitdciili, n wrillai&w 
yon; »iiiialt«lUe«i bleif'tbratetaUr doBgni oibii wib 
4sidi ID tfaecUipenfalMaioSflHihljEtliiiigk^MMrii'hKfanip- 
■ 'DiiCi.befiin) irinbcandHtftnaUrcontbibilUwivMqnictk 
Mckyoa^rettaoUh itmniiKAvmaU, ttierotgBacy'af wbioll 
^ (till «) le- Bitcki^ TH* Load exafibth! nw fnn ybv 
«i^ptet'Of jrODE pJrffioitt imthaTPyn- tHou^ tfaqr btfc 

dm;. Ue-teamtk^(HUt:itaDqHl.poirs&n,i«f'tbM>ielut^ 
efi didfr- patsoMv vdAdu <UftiogMifli» yo« ilK yonr pci^de^ 
■uL inA wJncfi the piety of- ybtieancsftartifnvievl^-au 
ndud-dnr tcHipkv: HddotbLnaBaaBtntaci'jfoii;. UlDrUic 
]eauti^ nan of the^ gHpeh *d .ndoiroce al^^ to' dtflrttixb 
ymmyrMw: whUh mtaag^^pian and> to' fUIsw hUvi 
Uvta^teh it nac a: Im to yoov >*f<Bnn>ilf !ta ' dw fliefl: beb 
Komv Jto i'^Mg' att^aK-:iiicfan'Ui dw! fiec a£ ytm pif- 
iMf^ Ht' dfltii- BOB ft ni hr y o u -witt snidM**;' wtoankri)! 
itapBMH and'^si^inj fordMin^lo rOAw (lnl^»^>dnioii oC 
that wcakh which they had received fronr-tMnDimeSiH*^ 
jrou, who only ow« the aggnndireroent of tonunes per- 
liapkto poWio orianliCMH or etbai AhdbUidbmc dt ic- 
flirnnenft:' Hr eenibilittfa. limi, aa-tlrcpiOfAitt Id^ )mr 
ftdL cMI- diB'lMdrby your name; and.thn-yDujailfiBdcta 
yov» jaiktitj: dtofii pdTefiow wfajclBrDn liweiiibcrinA 
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|iC skxuom: an. 

inmyoa^mcetbfn: Hcwiflicth, thatyoirl«]faput, onljr 
a portion for the unfortunate, wboiai he leneth id' iildi- 
^nce : He wiflieth, that while in the luxury- and fplrndour 
of your apparel, yoa bcarthe aouriflitDcm ot a whole pao- 
pleof unfonanateirilow-ereaturesf yoD'have itfcerew ti bW 
cover )tbe nakedoefs of bit favaiki,' ' who- languifli- in ' po-^ 
ven)r,an<14i»wnot where toiepajfethaiilbead: Hfe^ifM^' 
«tb. that framtboh tablet of .volaptuoafseb, where ybtft! 
gieat riches are fcarcely fu&riedbto Ajfiply' yonr fCBJwdtty^ 
aqd. the proiufioai of an extravagant delicacy, yoo dnip> 
at leaft a . pottiDii,. for, the rolief et'4^ Lazarafca jlthBai 
with hunger and want : He witheth that, while painringv 
of the mo& abfurd and the mo& houndlefs price are feen to 
<over. the wall* of your palaces, yonr 'reveniMS Aiay fsf- 
fice to honour tbe living images of your God; He JwiAk 
etb, in a.wmd, that, while nothing is ^>wed towaixb tte 
gcatilicatibD ot anisordinatepafEon fer<gaoung, andieve> 
ly thing is on the verge of being tor eyer Xwalh»w«)Mip ib 
that gulph, yDu.cume not to caknilaM yonr expencei^' to 
meafore your ability,' to iUedge to us die mediocrity-of youp 
ionunc, and the embortafliBem of your aSun, wheo them 
k queflion of Cotikding. an .affliAed iChrift^ - He wiftw 
cthit; and with reaJba doth be not w^. it? What! Yatr 
fliall he rich toi evil, and poor for good I Y«ur' TevcBnoa 
Iball beaii^ly lixGcienttoefiefiyouid^ilni^on, and tfacy^ 
fltall not fuffice to fave ytwr foul land topurcbafefaeavea? 
And, faecauTc you carry felktovc to the estremet xvttj iim,: 
barhy of .htart flumU be permitted yon towards yoor »-. 
{ortanate.biBtfacicn? . - .' ' ^r 

But, wkenc* comet it tlial, ia Am finale circumftuioe,. 
you wifli. to lower the opin)on,tbacthe'worVl has ohybor 
riches ? Ob every other occafion yon wi& to be;tfaougb» 
powerftil ; )U}u :giye yowfelvei oaf ** ^^ * y*"*i ""^ 
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MpMMly. cttncdil,' Uider tif/ptmAcH oi'tit!- greatefi 
f^lendoaff, aGUrr already nitned, merely to fartport tbe 
Ttin repntation of-weakb.' Tbil* vanity, then, doei nt* 
aUndoii yvmbut'whenyou^re p\xt.ia remembrance of tbfc* 
A«y of compaffioD; BOffatitfied, theti, 'wkh'cofafCilBng-' 
tbe- me^istrity of yout^ fortune, you e^gerate- il, and' 
fimlidDefs triumpba In your beaiti'notonly over truth, but 
flTCnovtfi'Taniiy. Ahl'tht ■Ldrf'fohnerly reproached to' 
tbewlgel of tbe cborch'of-'SWfdidr ** Becaufe thoit Tayeft,' 
*'I am riefa, and increafed with goods,' and hAv't need of' 
v'-iMih^; aad knoweft hot -that in my (igfat thou art' 
** wrMcbed', and miferabltf, and poor; arid blind, and na-' 
"kefl:" But, at 'prefent he ought, with regard to you, to 
ctanfjeibilt Kfproath, ind tb fiy,- " Oh'! you corfiphun that 
•• yob are pbor and dfellltute of every thing, and you wifl 
**:a«(-fee that yoa are rrcb uid loaded witU 'wealth-' and' 
"tbatt Inthnes wbeii atmoft rfl around you (offer; yoa 
**■ alboc' Want' lor nothing in tay fight." 

Thii is tbe fecond pretnct made life t>f in oppoHtidn to 
the duty of charity ; tbe general poverty. Thus the difci< 
pteS' reply, in the fecond ^hce, to 6u'r Savrdur, as an ex* 
cufo-for notafTiAing the fkmtfhed muititudc, that theplac^ 
ti>«HRnt'Bi>d-baTTen, ittat it ii now latei and that he ought to' 
feHd.aw%ythe people thMthey might go into the country 
round-aboirt, and into the vilfagei, and buy thrtnfclve*' 
brei^. ftwtheyhad nt«itiagto«t. A! freflt pretext they' 
makenfc of to -diTpenft-thcmlelves from tbmipafllbn ; the 
n^tt^ ol the times, the fterility and irrtgularity of the' 
feafooi/' ' ■ ' ' ■ '' ' -" ■■ ■ 

■ B"n(, ijly; Wight iiot Our S4yi6Urbave'anfwered to tb»" 
difdp'Ies.'as aholy falbcr fayi.' It is tecauf^ the place ik 
barren and defert, and that this people knows not wberA 

M 
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bat «w^ Sifting. M (h«r ftrvifkblLtlwiilby th^Snp f 
4iu] beheld, B^y bi«tbiea».«rtnt.l!«iigktiU»c^l|)r«».yflB» 
ttw^nca-aFcbwl,. th*:lMbM'int>iuifiiimMtte Ahf) 'Mr 
tlut very.r^tfoit ywi ouihit,(aeiittr imb • matthtlm^ 
QOQcu^^ witb »ncHtftUvc^ amh twdar jumtj^ iat» i)M 
. witnti of- y^ur . Mlmv-aoMiP^ K. tlw: plMr b» difae 
^ b«iea (swea; foe jku wftUi nqftH be for f* rmof xm^ 
fQTtniwte pfioyfe £ Jfi yoit,'wMi!aJI<)fMU raloufott, f«rtAl 

nwab the-niriiy ,9f ifae liipfh/ vtntjnitt tJ)*]r bm AAtv 

tfaofe wbo acf <lcAitff^ of envy dvnbiK P' X£ Mi np iMBlM i ' 
ot .Egypt olHiwie tT«aHM(Ml)p yftHM of tbftgfMC-wi.'of ' 
^ian»h,.wbu nufl t^ ()n iM(^iit*»w tbtt but' af::tfNi 
P9or- ajti «f the Istaarm ? If iJk. yrinfifl*; •( Utmk,i a*^ 
Qi3e4 W.^'Q'TiHf oe loogpr find, tonfolatign in. ihgif jWl"" 
OUr to wb«,dff«4fnl cm|«|UMei!W»ft-dfmiWW» ptipi t * 
lyit .be jrtdMce^? -^^Cfiucqd* alM-l' p«et»p> Jiike Uwi iniOr'' 
tunate mother, not «o aouriJli bocfoH .mii^ tbo blvsdi e( 
her child, but to make her innocence and ha foul die 
ineljtachply ffifits 9! her ncceffil}^ 

. 3itf^ befiiiev thilie evijt v«A wbtdt wo are )#flMvi 
4^ of. whtph,yoii To loudi; oomplaui, wethejiwitatDiMi^ 
qf,);our)ufrdne&rtowards.dre. poor; God, aSK4))f^.q9im 
yvur po0eIEiD93 the iiuqiutoiMi.u&'ta wUch 70* -q^)^ 
t^iem.; U.i^ tbe ciiet.and the graj»oiq|>- of t^ wofa^fMC*, 
v}iQm.xQu. sbaodon'WhiclL dnxr .down the vmgHDCc a£t 
Ii^vfDU|fooyq■^Jw|dsaJUltctnWQiclu. I*i«,in tbrbttiwi., 
tl|W, of Bt*^^ cahunityr that yon «u^ to lvflf» taj^ 
peale the anger of God, by the abaodasce of your ^uki^i 
tiet; it ii then that, more than ever* you OMitiM' intereft 
t^popr in yifiuT b^«lf. Alvl yQ9 bctbiak yourfelvrt, 
of ^iixtiflvif^ yoiu: fincnV fuppliniMooi to «be Altpnghtr^ 
^)TPll|^.t]vIe■tq obtw.i|H>is eiywnbkfflM&i».t.tbeceab< 
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ibnadaace; but itsaot'dMrtalcWeifcit y»dt ^wt tat 
your pnycn oy^t to be canied ; yoa can never expeA 

MnaiaalllaMtito«bo6iot'yian-fil)M#-cpeituMi; ydtl)M«» 
ta*— -tbenMifc-tfaeiiidUii df «lw iriiidi ant •of tte fittL 
CiMt ^^«{>yoinAt«iiwttaefiMra|ultfa<4ifi«4; it«a 
tky who bam. at I maf fcf^ ibt ilef* ^/Uttammi it k 
tlwir pnyaw MhaA reylaaei^a tiinw »ttd fttfant ; wMdk 

ftMtaatheUefingiof faamVB; lor, abkoduecia firM 
aa>dwieaMh, oaljr SentbiixoafiiMiMj aoA jt it oalf «* 
ItNiraecMMTtb* the Aindj^ pvafftaA, of {a b4uffllM 

AmifljrBBe^tonibacvtMlbedNM, ^Mariieprrtend* 
•4 rigour of tW»tii|]a ictmKibaiiy- ditng tfon your f leak 
jMcai WtedoydwpffietwfliAsr r«H» Ae pabl%: C*- 
iHBtm ? 1{ ike niifbmae <jt <tM tflnei «bNge you to re- 
iMBcli froiB'yovrexpeiHn, 1>Bgi> wkh tbob of wbEdiN^ 
ligbn owdcBUB'tbe are ; fcgtalateysw laUet; ycntrapfM- 
jat y«a — iift?wti, ywr fcaMgwe ii , and yotMr «dltce>, 
affarrlimH to <he gafpcl ; iityvHr Kttuchisgt ia dtafaff 
m ImA «d^ fbUaw the otbara ; leAn yowr crimM befOK 
jnan bCfiB to diniwAL ftoaa -your tetn. Wh«n the At- 
aigbtf^dlxi sidtfterifitf, ttaMiigdotMoftheMlh, ttk 
liii ianaiiim 111 d^rivetho gmtaiidtlw'pewetffti df all 
oraaiani ol debaudkayaMj wiKttft^i HMr then iiHe tte 
erierof bii^flan, nil hisirildotii^ eoAMer yoarrdviA 
laa pabKe. tribunals; %iihom 4b Lord' dnfffetb by publfc 
pMiftaeoti ; fiiy m bin, lilto D«vM, irbeli he bebcM 
llnfaaadof thaLof!l^ii««ghftiS<lb*wn1iHp«>pte. "Lo.I 
haw «HMd, ^mkkam duw wkMIr t bu» th«fe Aee^ 
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■wllM^ have Shejr donef 'Xi*-ihtiie:hwd.->I-iNl9r;tWe;-.bc 

BthoM jottr-modei; byMtteiamtigyiMti^Mea; tor- 
mitate thecaufe oCtiu poUic' ^h jm ibe pcriau''of 
the po«r, offer up to Gtidtbe icximduncnt of yosr plex* 
futet aad of your prgMtom, u tks qdIjT' tigbieaus-aad 
acce{Mabte bcnfice whtdl i« capable ;of dtlamling bis-ui. 
ger i and leeing tfaete fooucgeB (all upon tbe «atth, oiil>^ 
01 punilhiMrK «J; the dtnfe* wbicfa yon have aadc of your 
abwidancc, bear yon lihewtfe, in leflening tfaafe abulce, 
Ibeir anguifli and biuen»lt. But, that the public mntoir' 
tone* fliould be perceiv^le' tieilher in the -(plcnddiir mA 
pride of your equip^es, nor in the fenfuality of your »• 
pafti, nor in the magnificence ol your palacei, nor in 
y«ur. rage for gaining and erery criminal piealvEe, >but 
f<^ly iti your iahumaoity'towardi tbe poor; and tfait sm^ 
ry thing ^road, tbe iheatEesi the -pio&ae- aficmUin at 
every defcription, the puUic leftivalB, -Ibould coaaaab 
.witb tbe fame vigour and animation, while charity alone 
Ihall be chilled ; that, luxury Jfaould every d^ incKOfa, 
while compalfion alope Ihall diminilh ; that the world and 
Suan fhould lofe nothing dicongh tbe tailery of the limes, 
while Jefua Chrift alone AouU fuSerin bii affliAad mca- 
ben ; that the rich, flwltered in their opulence, fliould' lae 
only frqm afattheahgerof Heaven, while the poor and the 
innocent finlt become th6 sftUncholy viSac* : Great God! 
thou wonldll then ' overwhelm only the nnrortooate, in 
fending thefe fcourgei upon the earth .' Tby foie- intention 
' then fliouId be to complete the' dc&ru£lion of thofe inifen> 
blewretchei, upon vbomthjt handfaaialrdady bean fohaa- 
vy in bringing.them forth td penury and want. The pow- 
erful of Egypt Qumld alone be exempted by tbe externil- 
oating angel, while thy .wb(^ wrath w4aU Jail upon the 
affliaed 
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1 irnetite, opon his po«r and unprovided roof, aad 
even marked with ibe btoedof the Lamb. Yei, my bre- 
thren, the public calamkiei are deftined to punilh only the 
ridi' and pvwevful; hkI Um rich and the powerful are 
'llMfe.-whD wione fuScr not ; on the csntiary, die public 
-evilii, -id muhjplying'tbe ut)fortunate, furnifh an additional 
'ptttext towards diipeoGag thesiCelves' from the duty of 
-compaAon. 

hatt ezcvA of. the difciples, foonded on the great quid* 
:btr of the ipegple, who bad foUowed our Saviour into the 
defert : TMepeopleare foDumeroua, faid they, that two 
hundred penny-worth pi bread- it not fufficient (or them, 
.that every one may take ^Uttlo. LaQ pretext, which tbey 
^ppofe to the duty of charity: The multitude of the.poor. 
yqti my brethren, that which ought to excite and to ani- 
'Uate charity, extiaguifbei-it:- the. multitude of the unfor- 
tmate, havduta yon to-their waqtj : the more the duty in- 
<n>feit the more do you think yourfrivei difpenfcd from 
'«M praQice/apd you become cruel, by having too many 
ttccafiofuef bfitig-cbariuble. 

But, in the firfl place, whence comes, I pray you, this 
qmltitttde ef pooT) of which you To loudly complain? I 
know that the miiJKtune of the tines may increaC; their 
nnniber : butwaia, peililencci, and irregulariiy of fcafons, 
all of which we ^t prefent experience, have Jbappencd in 
all ages : the calamities we behold, are not unexampled ; 
our foietathen have wilnelTed them, and even much more 
melancholy and dreadful ; civil dilTentions, the father 
annedagainft the child, the brotfacragaialt brother ; coun- 
tne* ravaged and laid waAe by their own inhabitaatsi; the 
kingdom a prey to fbrei^ enemies; nopcrfon infafcly uo- 
Jer bi« own roof : we fee not tbefe roiferici ; but have 
Vol. I. R r , they 
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they teen what wewitndi ? fo many public, i 
H miferiei ? fo many fainilies wont om ? fo many da te m ^ 
fonneriy diflinguilhed', new low in the duft, aqd conflMnd-. 
ed with the meandt of tb« peopfee ? Arts inxoiae akneft 
afelcli ? The ■mage o( litingtr and death fpread over tbe 
cities, and over the- fields ? What flail I fay ^ So nady 
Udden iniquities, brought every day to light, the dreadful 
confequcnces of dcfpair, and horrible neceffity i* Whence 
comes this, my brethren ? Is it not Froin a luxury, unknown 
10 onr fathers, and which engluts every thing ? fnun your 
expcnres, which know no bounds, aAd i^cb MctAtify 
dng along with them the extindion at chttrity ? 

Ah * was the primitive drarefa not perfetuted, detUsaed, 
and afflided ? Do the calamities ot onraj^e bcA- any txmpr- 
rifon with the horrors of thofe times ? Proferiptien of |Mi>- 
perty, exilement, and tmprifonment were then daily t *ite 
moll burdenfome charges of (he Ibte, fdl npon thofc who 
were fufpcEled ot Chriftianity : in a word, fe many call* 
mittcs were never beheld ; and neverthelefi,' there w« ao 
poor among them, fays St Luke, nor any that lacked. Abf 
It is, becaufe riches oi fimplicity, fprung up even fntm 
their poverty itfelf, according to the expreffion of the apof- ■ 
tie; it is, becaufe they gave according to thtir means, Ml 
even beyond (hem : it is, becaule the moft diftant provift' 
ces, through the care of the apoftolic miniflen, Sowed 
flrcams of charity, for the confolatioa of their iffliAcd 
brethren in Jerufalem, more expofcd than the reft to tbe 
rage and hatred of the fynagogue. 

But more than all that, it is, becaufe the moft power' 
ful of the primitive believers were adorned with modiefty;' 
and that our great riches are now fcarcely fufficient to Tup- 
port that ntonHrous luxury, of which cufiom has made V 
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4iw tQju; ftUt that their fe^valf weiexcfiifiB of-iisbriety 

ud chukjr ; and that tt)c holy abftineace itCelf, which we 
(cdebnte, c^paotmodenue among ui, 4be protufiotu, utd 
4lie txceBm of the tabic, aod of feafts-; it is, that havigg 
n» fixed city fasEc. below, -the^ did nM exhatifi thcmfclvea 
iofota»ng brtUiant ^SahliftuncDts, in order to render iheir 
auBef illuftrioiKt to «*alt their po8erity, and to maoble 
their own obCcpiity and tqeaiinefs:; they thought only ot 
ieciuring to dietofdvei a better elUUiflunentin ihexeleftial 
«ountiy ; ^aad thM M prefeot oo one is comeotcd wilb ht* 
tfiation ; ev^ o^e wiflm to mount higher than fail aneef- 
tors, and thu their patrimony ■■ only employed in buying li- 
tlca aqd dignitiea, which may oblitente their name and the 
IMWiUierapf their origia: in a word, it is becauTe-tbe fru- 
gality of tbefc fiift bdiewrs coottitoted the whole wealth 
of tbeir afili^cd bretfann, andthatatprefeittourproEuGonc 
4fcpa&on all fhfir poveftyand want. Itis our exceflei then* 
qqr . bwthreii, and eur bardneri of bean towards then), 
which miilt^y tbe number of the uofortiuiate i exoufe 
DO mwe then, on that bead, the failing of your charities; 
that would be making your guilt iilelf .your excufe. Ah [ 
fiPu cotnplain that the poor overburden you; hut they 
wouU have reafop in retorting the charge; one day again^ 
you : do o*t-theD4CCHfe them for.yourinliEnfibilily ; and 
Sfproad) them not* with that, which they undoubtedly 
ihaU on* day Kproach to you, before ibe tnbunal of Jefut 
Cbrifl. 

If each of joa were, according to the advice of ibe apoAIct 
to iy>prapriate a certain .portion of your wealth toward* the 
fabfifieaoe of the .poor ; il, in tbe computation of your ex« 
pencei, and of your revenues, this article were to be always 
r^arded as tbe moft facred, and the moft inviolable one : 
Tben iEbould we quickly ilec ibtl nuibber of the afflifled to 
diminilh : 
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diminiOi: We Aould Toon fee renewed in tbc cfaurcfi, that 
peace; that happincrs, and that chenful equality-, which 
reigned among the firft Chrifiians; we Ihottld imtonger 
heboid with foirow, that tnonftrous difpTopoition, which 
ieleVating the one, placeshimon thepiaoacleof prafperit^ 
and opulence, whiFe the other crawls on the ground, - and 
groani in the gnlph of poveny and affli&ion : no longer 
fii^uld there be any unhappy, except the impious, among 
ns ; no fecicl miferies, except thofe which fin operates in 
the foul ; no tears^ except thofe of penitence ; no fi^i^ 
but for heaven ; no poor, but thofe blefled difciplcs of 
the golpel, who renounce all to toliow their Mafter : Our 
cities Would be the abode of innocence and compeffion ; 
religion, a commerce of charity ; the earth, the image of 
heaven, where in dtfitrent degrees of glory, each is equal- 
ly happy ; and the enemies of faith would again, as for- 
merly, be forced to render glory to God, and to confefi 
that there is fometfaing of divine in rdigion. which it ca- 
pable of uniting men togeihet- in a-nianner fo new. 

But, in what the error here confifii, it, that -in the prac- 
tice, nobody confidert clurity at one of the mofi eflentid 
obligations of Chriftranity : confequently, they have no 
regulation on that point ; if fome bounty be beflowed, it ' 
is always arbitrary; and however fnall it be, they are 
equally fatisficd with themfelres,. as.if they had even gone 
beyond their duty. 

Belidei, when you pretend to exnife the fcantinefs of 
your charities, by faying that the number of the poor Ii end- 
lefi ; what do you ticlieve to fay P you fay that your oUiga- 
tions, with refpefi to them, are become only more indifpen- 
fihle; tliat your compaffion ought to increafein proportion 
at their wanti in«reafe ; and that you coutraQ new debts, 
jrhciieve^ 
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vrfwotVir any incmlc-of fertone uku place on tbe eaith. 
]i is then, m]r brethren, it iadnring thefe public ulamkiet, 
^Mt you ought to retrench even from expenccs, which at 
my other periodmight he permitted, and which might even 
be proper ; it ii theo, that youxHight to contider yourfetvei 
but as tJie principal poor, and to take as a charity whatever you 
take foryourfclves? it ii then that you are no longer, either 
graiidee,. man in office, dilUngutlbed citizen, or woman of 
illn^oni Inith ; you are limply believer, member of Jcfui 
ChriA, brother of every afflided Cbriflian. 

And ftuely, iay: while that ciliei and .provinces are 
ftnick with every calamity ; that men created after tbe im- 
^of God, and redeemed with his whole blood, hrowfe 
like the animal, and tbiaugh their neceffity go to fearch in 
the fields a food which nature has na intended for mao, 
■id which to them becomes a food of death ; would you 
bave tbe refolutioo to he the only one exempted From the 
general evil f While the ^e of a wbole kingdom is chang. 
ed, and Uiat cries and lamentations alone are heard around 
your fuperb dwelling ; would you prefervc within the 
fame appearance of happinefs, pomp, tranquillity, and op- 
ulence 7 And where, then, would be humanity, reafon, 
rdtgion ? In a pagan republic*, you would be held as a had 
citizen ; tna fociety of (ages, and worldly as a foul, vile, 
Gordid, without nobility, witliout generofity, and without 
elevati i; and in the church of Jefus Chrifl, in what light, 
think ynu, can yin be held p Oh I As a monger, unwor- 
thy of the name of Cbrifliati which you bear, of that faitb, . 
in which you glorify yoarfelf, of the facranient which 
you ^iproacb, and even ot entry into our temples where 

you 

'"TIatiikoatttwUfnoesnetiia ijog, wbea Fruc* vudHiokde- 
" (bltud bf wv, ptftikuM, ind fimiM." 
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yo« c«tAe, f«eiaj^ all tbcie are Ae CaOti Tyadioll qf ihrt 
UDioD, which ou^t to «xiA uoong bdjeven. 

Nevertheleri, the h»M of tbeLbrd ■• extendod onr ear 
people, in the citia and in the provincet t 700 know i^ 
md yoQ lament it : Hcaveo is tktf to tbe cries «f tfaia af- 
fiiSed kingdom ; wretcbedncfi, povetty. defolatiaat JUd 
death, walk every wfaire before m. How, ^ aay of 
thore excefiei of charity become m. prefect akw of pni* 
dence and juftice, efcapc you ? Do you tdks opon yoor> 
felves any part of the calamities of your brethren t What 
Oall I % P Do yen not pcihaps take advatrtige of the 
public nuloy ? Do you not periiapa turn the gcnenU 'fo* 
verty to a barbarouc profit ? Do you not pnbapt »ilp)r(c 
the flrippinf; of llie uotortubate, in adding to htii out W 
UwHi an affifting' hand ? Asd, ane you naacqwiated .wtt 
the inbunwn.art, of.d(irivingiiidividaal.pro&, r¥ca Emn 
the tears amd the neceffitics of your brrtliKn ? BewHa of 
iroa, whan yoa fball be filled, yoti flnll .burft afuadcr) 
your felicity itStit Bail con&itme your pnaiflmdH,, ^ 
the Lord, will Jhower down upon you hii war aod hit 
wrath. 

My bretfaren, how dreadful fhall be the f rcfencc of ite 
poorbeforetbctTibunaloF JcfotChtifi, totkegreatcftpui 
of the rich in this world 1 How powerful ball be liteSt 
accuren * And how little ftall remain for you to C»f, when 
they fball reproach to you the fcanlinefs of the (iiccoiir 
which was reqairedlo fofteo and to relieve their vnaoM l 
that a fiagte day, cut off from your profufiou, woi^ bavci 
fnfficed to remedy the indigence of one of their yeari { 
that it was their own property which you withheld, fince 
whatever you had, beyond a fufficjeacy, belonged to 
them ; that confe; ueotly, you hkve not otlly b«ea cnftl, 
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bat tltb iMjoft. in refaBng it to thnn ; bbt tlut, Wier d, 
your hardbeartedDefs has ferv;^ anly'toexercire di^irpa- 
tioice, and to render them more wonhy of immortality, 
irtiite yoQ, fdremi' deprived of' t&oie riches, wliich you 
were nilwiffing' to lodge in fafety in the bbfom xA the 
poor, Adt Nctiva foryouf pottioii only the cuife prepar- 
■tA Iot 'ihoTe *ihii (hril have feen Jerus Chrifi fuficriag 
'hunger, tfairlt, and nakedncfs in hii tnemben, and ihall 
-not have rdieved him. Such i^ the illutton of ttve pretfexta 
employed to difpenfe themfelves from'ths^iuy of chanty; 
let ut now determine the rules to be obferved, in fulfil- 
ling it ; and, after having d^etided thil obligatwn agnnft 
aff the vain excafet of avariee, let ua endeaybur to fare it 
from ev«n the defefU of diarity. 

- Part II. hfetto fbilnd the trampet in order to attn^ the 
fohlic Bltahion m the omipvIBMnte offieet which we r^ 
d«r to ' oar breArdn ; to Obfcrve! »b order ev9o•^juftia: 
in etaaitf, KBdnoC \A prtlartbt! wants' of Qrangera totbol^ 
wUh wfidn :we are ebnoefibtl ; to appear feeling for the 
nMoftOBe, nid^to know hoW to foodi the sfilifled 1^ our 
tcBdentcfc sBid dlidiiUty, aa wbU m iy oor bouoty (. in a 
w«rd, to find.outj ty .onr VigUanod and aUMUOa, t)ie ftr- 
crct of dteir fliarae;' behold A19 rules wfaich the prefect ex- 
anqdd of our Saimmxpiefcnbe* to u* in tb« jx?£acM of 
compaAob. .: . 

xJHy, He >«» npinto a defdt and hidden place, lays 
lb* gofpd f he afbnided *& nunntain, where be (eated biitt- 
i^ with Mt difiiipfet. His defign, according to the bdy 
tnterpvctdrii waato cooctallrom the ^y« ot thft o«)gbi 
bovriog vilbq^the miracle of multipl}^ng the loaves, and 
I'd haiw ao witneflci ef hii compalfion except dt^who 
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Were to reip the fruits ^of tt. Hrft inflruAioat ami fiift 
nile ; the lecncy ot durity. 

Yes, my bretbrfo, how may fruits »t compaffion are 

every day blafted in tbe Ggfat ot God, by the rcorcbing 
wind'of pride and vain ofiratation ! How niapy charities 
loft for eternity ! How many treafuFcs, which were be- 
lieved to have been fafely lodged in tbe bofom of the pooi;, 
and which fltall one day appear corrupted with yerm in, and, 
confumed withruft! 

In truth, thofe groTs and bare>faced hypocrites are rare 
which openly vaunt to the world tbe merit of their |u«us 
exertions ; pride is more, euntapg, and it nevec altogether 
unmafka itreil ; but, how diminutive ii the number of tbofe 
who, moved with tbe (rue lealot charity, like our Sa- 
viour, feefc out firiitary and privite placet to beftow, md, 
at the fame, to conceal their holy gifts i Wcnow fee only 
diat o&«ttatious< zeal, which nothing but neceffitiet of eclat 
- can intiiiefi, and which piouflywifiiet to makeibe puUic 
acquainted with every ^ft j they will fometine*. it. ii. true, 
-adopt raeafurek to conceal them, but they are not foiTy 
when an: indifcretioa betrays tbem ; they will not perfa^s 
court the public atlsotion, but they are ddigfated when 
tbe public attention furprifes. them^ and they almoficon* 
fidcr at loA any liberality which remains concealedi t 

Alas! our temples and our akan, are they Hot every 
where marked with the gifts *a& with the name* of tfam 
henefadon ; that it to fay, are they jiot the public moau- 
ments of our foreflthers and our own vanity ? If the ia- 
vifible eye of the heavenly Father alone was meant to have 
witnefled them, to what purpofi; all that vain oftcntation P 

Are 
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JM 'f&a Afraid- th« tAe Lord forget ydur oflnings ? If 
^ou wtA ontf toplntehim, wfii^ expofc your gifts loany 
other eye? Why thefe titles and thefe inftYtptions wtiich 
umnonalire, on facrcd walls, your gifti and your pride ? 
Woi ie not fafficicni (hat tbey w«re written even by the 
Kmd of- God itt the bocA ut- life ? Wly engrave on a pei> 
rifiable niarMe tlie merit of' * deed,- which charity would 
Inve rendered itnniOTtat? 

' ScAoiBofl, afterharingeoapleledtlte nmftfuperbandthe 
itooft munificent temple <A irilich the earth cooM ever 
Ivafl, engnvcd the iwfiil aane'of the LdrI alone upon it, 
inihDiic piefuming t6 mingle- my awmorid of the grandeur 
of bit tam with ttMfe'«F tbe etemal nfaje^ of the Kin^ 
of kings; We give an appellation of piety to thii coftom ; 
it it dloiight'tfaat thefe puMic monuments excite the li^- 
Aiity of Mieven. - Ekit<ttfe Lord. h«h he charged yenr 
TVHty with the fcare of attraAing gift* to his ahara'? Andl 
htb-he-pemMtk^ ytw to depart from moieBy in order t6 
Juritt your brethren more charitBble ? Alat! thcmoftpoW'' 
tfTfcl'amoB^'tlle'priiinriwbelievere Canned humbly, at th^ 
moft^driciue, riicir patrimbny to the leet of the apofHei : 
Tbeybehdd withafl hoty joy their names and ibeir wealth 
Mnfotmderi-ameng thefe! t>{ theirhtetbren who had Icfs^han 
they toofieri they-wert not' then diiliinguiffted in tbtfalL 
fanbly oftherfaiihful'in prepenion tO'tfaieirgtfn; honours 
■nd'precedeney were' not yet thc'price of gifts and ofli^^- 
ingi, and they knew bettertiianiO'eiMAian^ the eternal re'- 
icompence wbtrtr theyalrnied from the Loi^for any frivo- 
torn- ^ory they could receive from men : and now the 
church has' not privileges' enough to fetitfy the vanity of 
berbeoelfaaeTa; their placet aremarkedoufin^thefan^uary; 
(heic ttunbs appear even under the aliar. where only the 
■ ' Vol. I. S s afliet 
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t8iM oi narfynflwuld rqwfiK Cuflooii'U i« tnit, ^9t ' 
ibonTei thii abufe ; but cuflona doci. not alwayi juftiiy 
what it autbortle*. 

. -Charity, my brethren, is that fwcet-fmeitipg la^Ot: of 
Jefiu Ckrift which vanifhet, and ii eitingui,flw4 /nun tb« 
nuMDeat that it it expoled. I mean not that public aOs of 
CMDpallion are to berefnined fFomrWcowQtlK.^ficA. 
tkm and example oS them to our brethren ; it ii proper that 
they fee our viarki; but we ought not otirfelrc* .u>../ee 
them, and oar left hand fboald be igof rut of what oui 
right beflowi ; even tbofe afiioot which duty renden tb^ 
moA Ihiniog ought alwayi to be ludden in tbe pieparatjipB 
ef the hrart ; wc ought to entertain a l^ind of jealoufy of 
tbe public view on tbdr accouot, and u> believe theirpijb- 
lity in fafety only when they are expofcd to the eyea. of 
God atone. Yes. my bretbreti, tlwlc -libwilliuei which 
have flowed moftly in feciet reaph tbe bofdm pf G94 
aauch more pure tbm otben, whi^ .enn caaffoty to oftr 
wiibei, having-becn expofcd to ibe eyea of men, be^cqite 
troubled and defiled, u I may lay, in their, c^wbi . by the 
inevitable fiattei-ie* of felf-lovc, and by ^ appjaulcf itf 
the beholden ; like thofe riven which havcflowed moftly 
under ground, and which pour their fticaov into the «ceaa 
pure, and undefilcd, while, on the contrary, thofe wbicb 
have traTcried plain* and couDtriea, cipofed to ibe day, 
.cany there, in general, only muddy- wateri, and drag along 
with them the WTecLi, carcaJTea, and Dime, yrhich tb^ 
have amaOed in their oourfe. Bebold. .tbeu. the firlt mle 
of charity which our Saviour here laya dQwo { to fliuo Ihey 
and oftentation in all work* of comp«ffion ; to be unwilling 
to have your name mentioned in them, either on account 
«f the tank which you may there hold. «r from thegloiy 

of 
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«if faM^bg beta tilt {nfk'fOMMftt or Mat the nwTe wfai&h 
llbey-tiaymtkKiaibayroTM; idd'oottolofeupontbe'Cvth 
'Am wbfcb diarity had amafiied onlj' for beavoo. 

' Th« feciMid cffciKBAuioe trhicb I remrk ia cmr gofftd 
k, Aat no'crtR -^ all ibe multitiule who pretanttbemfelTca 
-M J«fn Chrift ii rq«8ni I alt am ifldiTcrmiinBteiy red tevcd ; 
md we donoti«ld.Uwt|'inihngard.twtbsin,,out Savknr 
bath ufed any difiin&ioQ or preferrnoe. Second mle! 
Chaifryll UMVerU; it'faaDHhntb»fe.capricioiu')ibenI&iei 
*0^h fee^i to'opeathe'hAait to ccrann wanta; osty is or> 
iiet to ftut il agaioft all otbom. You find pcpfons in the 
World who,' oftder the jui^iM of. having ftated charitia 
iuiitjilanideftined to recoiw than, are aflons'to ;dl other 
itilini. 'Ill fain would yosJnCanndwni that a family it oa 
^Af brink of niifl, aad thsva wry faaU affifiMce would en 
vrieate ii ; ifaaraydiaig pcrfwb baogi 9Vr a poraiiMot, adl 
itiftft MeciSarify pttiA, If fome frieodlyand affiftiag hand 
IwWM htfAvtat ; thktantritoriOBi and afeful eftaUifiUDon 
-niuftliMilrif iMt-Aip^otwd by a renewal of .cbHtty ; theft 
'Me pBUM i t affit te i ^fter^ their taftt.) and>nplaciiig«irewheit 
fcoie tfiBiBg b a— l i eii-Aay inufinc to ha«e ftnshared the 
tight oi viewittg with-* -dry eye md an indlftmit hean 



I know that charity haib its order and its mcafirr ; that 
m in prafiice it ought toufe a pr^er difiinfiion ; that jaftice 
Wqnirei- a prefcTMioe t» camEui waati; but I waold not 
fan« that methodical riuiity, it I nay that fpeak, which, 
to'a point, Inowi wheve > to -Aep'; whi«b hA iti dayi, ili 
pbces,' at peribni, and iu Kniu ; which, b«yond theft-, 
f« cfitel, and oai rente with itfclf.to b« affitfied only in 
•ceriain iibae* and by ctfiialn wanu. Ah-I ate we tbut luf^ 
Mn of our heana wh^n wc truly love our brethren ? Cart 
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we. t aai, lOll'mvk. wn t» otuWyfKtfcr tnMiiHi nl 
mmthnul ot iadiffeiwcw ? Ctwrily, tint hohr Icwr, vit 
fo regular wfaes.it troly iofaioai tbe fatajl ? Hu ix wh tf 
I nay fay To, its tranrporu and its exceOei P And do not 
(M;ca6<nt>fai)ettac»DCCiiifomiJy ^£bag. tlmAii but a 
So^tfmk. ot diariif «uA ui yaur bcaf^ jt .weuld tmr 
itfitl^ aad in.d)a tnftuu MMaidcfML yonr boweU oi com^ 
fafioD j^'your riebo* to y<Hir bmKsr ? 

ilJiCTcr doDc with iii fcruttny and tAinit alw^t fntfiniAa 
<lw tnith of the fwceflifiea.Jflid.open to it. Sec tf i« ^htt 
multitude which our Saviour fiUeth, be ipply hiwlBlf.' I* 
fcparate thefc: whom idlmf la ^ tbp.C(de ba^ of. cstfond 
iwuiillHaatfaadperbiLp»:«(ttna«l so tfa« dcftn/ and ^whp 
night fliU have bad fnOwiefli ftrflaglh Iftft t»^ an4 fNn«-£lr 
load in the oaighbowiog yJUflgfsi .nonne ia exic^iied'lR^* 
hia dirinc baunty. la the binog reiitfM ut iagft wfWlh' 
edBeft not a -fuSiiiicnt »ife(y of itfelf-? : U :it w>t m kw fcte 
fOaflififi&ictoiiilwaiiti, ratbf< than to nia ibQ.riQLof nf 
iufiag to rmI. and nelwicbDily lApSa oi CMa(Hftgtt<? 
When atLSBfflAor (bonki even denirrymw chant)*. whnA 
it the lo& ? It It not aiwaya Je&x Cbrift who rfcttirts it 
rromyour hand? And i* yeur.rccaapinifeakaebad Mih* 
abufe which may be made of your bounty, or to the inten- 
ttOBitfttf whidi beftowa it P 

Fcom this nlle iheM Ipriiigi a thifd. Uid -dcwuMtW 
hifloryot ourgoljiel. at .thsf^ne tine with the other two.) 
it-is. that not only ought chanty to bo uaivcfft]. hat like* 
wife miU, afet^,. and oeapaffioilMt. Jefua Gbrift bo» 
boldiog theb people . wandceing -Mwl un|Mrayide(l at tbt 
foot of the mnutvn, ji tgttched.wutb compafliq*; hoi* ait 
fafWd atjtbe figlu, and the frant* of the nultttud< awatoi 

bii 
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charity. ■,-. . ■ , » 

^WflAAWacaompuiy pity vritbfeirqiii^hl^drilyitoMi^i 
theiiiifcitiHtKe, while Amtctttngoue to ifaeta-M-ii^IpMs 
bakd; we look upon then viti>io4oarw!oi-fm i^fvna, 
OMi*tQaatKSi-'tbM > fimple (l*Bial'ka{l'b«BW» gaJftig ia> 
tfaetn dua a idwrity f« l«»ai)y agd fe oafetUft^ -bcAcwat ft 
Cocthr pity wbtchi^peaTi i&fiedbyourmbloituiisi, c»»* 
CaltrAea ^hooft a* laud) at A» bowtty whisb rdifw* 
tten:. W« MprtiMb Itotlwis thfltr flraog^, fhrir MIcmAJ 
tkrir >w>aioniig Md vagaboad taaqaeni; mi ac4i^«lhan 
own tmaim& tar tb^r iadi^Doeand wratdiadteft ; ' undt- 
m Goefioair^, we poreha^ ;dw tight of 'ioMdag thenh't 
fitat,' melt tbt'uifaappy creitBie<«rlwm yon outva^ .pJtfiB 
anlUil«».T4)iiy; lif die •hfiftaaa ,of Us.AuUiod fa^ tm 

d»>yeb lepMBch to me would -be fty f. An idle tife, ifndb 
tfbM» itnA ' -vagilwiid ' QHmncrK Biit mbat jkx' tia odtn 
whidi in jroitf of «le nte« engraft yea ? Tht 44nn ot «aftt^ 
titm, liK.«axkti«i of {oitme, tkt ImpBlRMof tie paf*. 
<an>, <te>rffiaeM m ta irf voJafMiiocliicfB :> I.nMy be Ml 
vapPoiMble krvaot, l>«t nw y«n not yowricU # unfiMlK 
Miote ? Ah !. if> the nofr culpilblc weie rim^ lo tc t)M 
pooreft and the smo& uafojtunate in tbit woiU, wouU jnriin 
lot be fuperioT to mine f You reproach me with a ftrength 
wbicb 1 apfffy to BO porpofe. but to wbat vfcidoyAH ap^ty 
yMv«w«f Beaa«f*lW(Ml(SMlatight not loliav«f«odt> 
biK-wc )isa difpcafad jiWHMf Itwm tfaat law^ Aae yoa 
lirb mlr^. tbat you may paA y»ar life i« a fttdvbl «E- 
tHdaKyAad.Oofb? Ah! tfc«i.enlyfl(j»(l9KbeiWt:ity«» 
«ll4 toe; Md before hA aWiil cnbirat it fittll be ktat 
w h w hc ryanr v^ttpipottfaeGi aad pnfitfioda were imiv ait 
,■ > )owabt« 
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Ibwable in yaa' '^a* i^ innocent ■ artffice yihi^'t'-^mptay- 
tb'littn& affiftance to -mj fafiining*. 

Yet, nrf bredmn, IcC at at~ Halt offer to tbe QnfoitU'. 
nate, hentt fecUng far tbeir'««nu'; if the medibcirkf of 
ear lonoiic peruh tii not ritogetber torelieve onrinM- 
gent ieUow-cMWRi, let w, by our hWMaity, -at leaft 
Jbfiea ibe ^okc ot poverty: Ala* ! 'we give tean to' tbe 
dniiKrical advcBtam ot a ibmtrtcal peifoni^-. w« ba^ 
aour fiftitioiu iniBfoTtanet witli rea)'fenfibili(y; wediepm 
tram a reprcTentation witb bcnli AttI moved'for t&c dilaf- 
ten of a MniliNU boo ; aodx meirttcr ofJcfbaCfarift, »b 
iaberitor of heaven, and your brother; whom you «ticop«- 
t«r ia your way from thence, perhapi Gbkhg undar.^l' 
Mfe and pemiiy, and who'Vriflwa tainEoniyDa of .the,«- 
Oda of bU fufltringi, findi you' caUouit Afad you innr 
yoar ey«a with difgnfl' from tbitlpcdacle, a^daiga not 
tialiften to bin? And yob quk faim even .-with- a nidBieb> 
■nl bmtaHcy. which' fiiuA Or wring hbheait wiA fbnow f- 
Inbunah Ibul I have yoa then left all yonr fenObibiT' oa 
an inbidou theatre } Dotb the rpefibcle of JeAu Cte% 
fallering in oae ot faia menrben offer nothing -woitl^ of 
ytnir|>ity'F And ^KayMrfaeattmayhctoached, nafttbf 
ainbitfon', ^bt revenge,'thc vohiptsouAiefa, <and^dl the 
ttthe^ hiciiTon bt diepq^ «g« be revived ? > 

'But,' it i( not enough dial we ofler heana feeliog for tim 
dHbeflei, wMcb prefent tbcnfatver to our view y- tikantf 
goes hrther : ' jit does not indolcMly-await thofe-' iKcafioat, 
winch chance may Arowin jti' way; it knowi bow< to 
fearch than oat', and-efen toaMlcipatethen'itictf. Lift 
nilet die'vtgilanceof'charity. : JfdiA Cbrtft miti not tiU 
diofe poor peopltf addiefa 'tben&lvcc to IhbS and .lay OfAtt 
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iMir mm* f He » the jirfr CQi<«iMyy Ifcmn.; fcycfty |b^ 
be foand Uiem om, wJicd. with Pbjiiy. ^ .reartabqc the. 
BMWi of rdiertag thon. lW charity, which u not rip- 
Ust. uixiaHl after the ctbiqit^ of which, it it yet igpo. 
not, jaff^ioiwia'difco^ng4ofi! which endeavour tore. 
nMHn. conceakd, ndiich i^uire t^ he folicited, pfefled,, 
and «yen imponuned, rc(mihle> not the chatty ol. Jefin 
Chrift; we muft-wai^^iindpeiiefnt«.Uieobfi;urtty, which 
flaiBfrOppt^es to onr bounties t thii> ii pot a finple advicf I 
it ii the-eoaff^qepjccprthe pr^ept oE charity, Thcpif. 
ton, who, aocording to faith* are the falhcri oE tbe.peo-- 
plei are obliged to watch over their fptritual coQCerni ; ami 
tbat^it one of the moft effeatial ftuSions of their miniAry ; 
the.riFh.«id the pow^f^) fn .c^iblilhFd by Ood,.tbe fa.. 
then and the pafton,qf,tbepoor, according to the body; 
They are bound then-to wat^fa continually over their nc- 
cvflttres: :it, through. «ant of vigiiance, tb^ cfcape their 
■tWntion, they arc guilty tteto^ Qod oi all. the coafe^^p. 
cu, which a fiaaU fucceur in time would byve prevented; 

. Itiiooti that you aFe,Fe<|uired to.find.Qut all thefecret, 
neceStiec oF a ciiy; hot care aod .attention are eza&ed ot 
yon ; it ii wqiured, that you, who, through your wealth 
or birth, hold the firft jnnk in a depa^ttnfnt, fiiall not b^ . 
ItuToUiided, unknown to.yoB| .with thoulaods of ui^EiDit»- 
i(ate Fellow-creaturet, who pine in fecret, and wbofe eyei 
ire continnaUy wounded wiUi the ponp of your tntn, and 
who, bc&dca their wmch^njcla, faSa again, ai I aaif bf, 
io yonr profperity ; It is required, that you, who, amid all . 
the pteabm.of tbeconit, pr.of t^ city, fee flowing into 
your band*, tbe Eruiti «f the fweat and jof thf labour of To - 
many usfertimalepai^^ who.iobabit youx land»and your 
fi^ ; -it «■ Ftquired. that you he acquainted with thofe, 
wbovibetoikiifiDduftiyaodof agehavc rxhaufted, and 

who. 
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4Hio,'jn(ttonMtf))«dwiHKf(p, drag oH lU «r«cbed-n- 
ia£m of dotage dnd ^veirt^ ;< iboTe triiom » UagMAiajf 
tanilST, renden iticipaMe bt Itbotir, their ont^ RltoarM 
igaiitfi indigeifiee md warn ; tboCe vAkOia fex Utod age «»• 
{Msfed to fednfiiofi, add ytttf^t itMocence yoa idtghi baM 
been enaMed to preferie. ' Bebold wbit it requtrod; tMd, ■ 
wliai-wtlb ereiy rigfar'oT jultice il exafictl'from jroa; lit- 
bold ibc poor with whom Ibe Lofd tHfth chargfed you, and 
for wbom you Ihalt anfweri lo bim ■ ike poor, wbcnn be 
feaveth on the eartbi only fat yonr fate, atrd to wbombii 
}>rovidence bath aflJgned n« otbar refoarce,' than yoo* 
Wealdi, and your bounty. 

' Now, are they even knolni to yoa ? Db yoo cbargt 
tbeir paftdnt, to make tbent known to you f' Are ibele ilw 
^aret whrch 6ccnpy yoa, when yoo flicw yourfeff in the 
midft of yourlandi and poffeffioft] 7 Ah! It is with cruelty 
to fcrew your claimt from Ac hands of thefe unfonntRtt* 
people ; it h to tear from thnr bowel* the innocent prit* 
of their toil, without regard to their want, to the mifery 
of' (he tiiiies-whFch you a!Wdget6 ils, at thiit'UMts, aoibf- 
ten to their defpair ; What ftill I fay 7 It if perhapi to 
bnifh dbwn their' weskn^la, t6 be their tyrant, and nOl 
their Lord' and their faitbei'. O God F CurTefl tbon >cR< 
ibefe cmrf generations', anfl thefc riches of iniquity ? Doft 
thou not Hamp upon them the m^rlci of nuafiBnune asd 
defi)lition, and' whidh %Al fooii bloft the foorce of tbeis 
families ; which wither the root ot a proutt poBemy : 
which produce domeftfcikrcord; puMie diTgraces, the f^i 
and total extin&ion of honfes P -Alas ) Weare rontetimM 
aflonithed to fee Tortu nn apparently die bell efldli filed, 
go lo wreck in an inllant ; ihofe -Mtciem, md formerly fa 
illuftrious names fallen into ohfeuriiy, no' longer to ofiet 
to otlr view, but tbe-mclaiichery wrecLi'Of'theit ancieBt 
fplendour ; 



ffkaaioar; and theit etbiu become tbe pfoperty yf tb«r 
Xirafa/w perijapi of ttieir owo fervanla. ' Ah! Could we 
i0yofti|gat« the foutce of their miifortunCs ; if their ■&!«(, 
Wd Aeponpotia wi^ecks, which in the pride of their idodu- 
ncDU lataaa to tu of their gloiy, coatd Tpeak : Do you 
fee,' they would fay to us, tbefe (ad marks of our grandeur r 
Itis 'the tear* of die;poor whom we negJeaed, whom we 
eppreffed,. which have gradually Tapped, and at Uft have 
totally overthrown them ; their cries have draivn down' the 
thunder of heaven upon our palaces : The Loid hath 
bkiwa upon our fiiperh' edifices, and upon our ftntune, 
and hath rdilGpated then liLeduft; let the name of the 
poor be honourable in thy fight, if' you with that yow 
names may never perifh in tfae memory of men : let cOm- 
paftvn fiiflaiD yooriio^a, if you wiOi that yow poft^rity 
be not buried under their niins : become wife at our cofi,; 
ndJetonr mistottaBn in •teachtng you our faults, teacb 
you alfo to Omn them. 

. And behdd, my brethren, (that I may fay fomething' 
iefpe£ling it, before I conclude,} the grft advantage of 
ChriAian chanty ; biellings even in this world. ' The 
bread blefled by our Saviour, multipliet in the bands of the 
Apoflles who diildbute it; fivethoufandare fatislied; and 
t\wlve baftets can hardly contaii) the lemnatits gathered 
up: thai is to fay, that the gifts of charity, are riclies of 
benediction, which nmltiply ia proportion as they aredif- 
tribnied, and which bear along with them into our houfct, 
a fourcc o4 bappioefs and abundance. Yei, my brethren, 
charily is a gain; it it an holy ufuiy; it is a principle 
which rctmrni, even here below, an hundred fold. Vou 
(bmetimes complain of a fatality in your affairs; noching 
fucceeds with you ; Mcd deceive you ; rivals fupplant you ( 
tAaHeis oeglc3 you ; the element! confptre againft you : 
Vol. I. Tt .the 



US SEBHOM ■»• 

the be& 'Concerted fclieiaea areiiUfied .: adbcitfq with yM 
rii0 poor i divide vrnh tb«n the iocreaJir of youf fortone.i 
in proportion at your profperity auginenUi do >o<i wg.^ 
matt your benefaQiont i floiuifli, tor them m well u f«c 
yourfelC : God himfelf /hall then be tntercArd in yourfuct 
cefs i you fliaU have found out the fecret of eo^guig him 
ip your fortune, aDd.be wilt preferye ; whatdo I f^7 Ha 
will biers,' be will multiply nches, is wtuch.'H« fee* 
blended the portioa ot hia afili&ed membflrt. 

. This is A truth, cqnfinned by the eipericoce of all ages; 
cbvitable binilies are coatinuaUy Gecii to profper : a.watchi. 
fill Providence preGdcs over all their aflEUrs ; where otbecs 
areruiiiflcl, Ibey become rich: they are (ecn to flounflit 
but the fecret caoal ii not perceived, which pours in vfo^ 
^em their pr<^rty : they are theileeces of Gideon, covered 
with ihfi dew of Hwen^ while aUanmnd it batren and diy. 

Such i> the firA advantage of compaflioo, I fay nothing 
even of the pleafure, which wp ought to ffci in the delightful 
talk of fopthing thofe who fuf{er, in. nuking 4 fellow-orea^ 
(ur« happy, in reignjng ov«r heartt, and^ in attraSing upon 
ourfcLvec, the innocent tribute of their acclamations and 
theijr thanks,. Q 1 weje we to, nap but the {^afure oC 
bellowing, would it not be an ample recompcafe to a 
worthy Iteart ?. What.hai even the idijefty of the .thixuia ' 
more deliciom, than the power oi difpeofiog. favonn? 
Would princes be much attached to their grandeufi and to 
their power, -were ihcy condeioned to a fohtary enjoyment 
of them? iKo, my brethren, make your riches.-iu fubfer* 
vient as you .will, to your pleafures, to yojir profulionsj 
and to your caprice* ; but never will you employ them in 
a way which Ihall leave a joy to. pure, apdfo worthy of the 
heart, « in that of CQmfortin^ the untortunate, . 

What 
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'. -WIiatNideddcaBbeatocie^Mefdtdtfachenf, ttutfie 
•ctmfidenee, dnt' tbece it -not a nunDcnt in Ihd day, m 
wbich fome affliSed fouli are not railing up tbeir handk tb 
Heavenfor us, and blefiing the day which gave ui bin)! f 
Iftirtbat mnltitude Wbora Jcfiii Cbrift hath filled ; lb« air 
j^fbuada witfi their bleffingi snd th«nkj ; tbeyfay tothetok 
'ftlves, thii ta i propbet ;. they will to eftablilh &im ' tbcit 
ling. Ab I Were 'awn 'to chboCe tbeir toaOers, it vould 
jMttber be the mdll ftoMe, nor the tnoft vsltant ; it would 
4k the moll cotnpaiBonate, the raofi bmnaae, the moft eh»> 
jitaBk, the toofi feeling^: naften wfao, M the b,m6 tints, 
would be tbeir hAen. 

Laftly, I do not idd tbit Chrifttaa charity afiftt ja e& 
.fating th^ critnea bi abundance ; and that it is ahnoft the 
only meail of fdrattoa which ProrideAce hath provideA 
-lor you, you arc born to pro^writy. Were charity infut 
ficient to redeem mir ofience*, we night oertainly think 
durfeivea eatitled -to cteipl^.rayi a holy Father; wc 
might take it iU, that God bad deprived men oi fo eary a 
mean of lalvatton ; at leaft might we fay that, could we but 
open the gates of HeavCn. through the means of ricbea, 
and purchare with our whole weahb the glory of the holy, 
we fben ibould be happy. Well, my brethren, coatirauck 
the hdy Father, profit by this privil^e, Teeing it is grant- 
ed to you ; haflen btfore your riches noulder away, to 
d^ofit them in the befoia of the paw, •• the 'price of the 
.kingdoln of heaven : the malice of men mi^t perhapk 
bave deprived you of them; your pallions might have 
perbapt fwallowed them up ; the tumt of fortune might 
hftve traniferred them to other hands ; death, at !■&, would 
fooner or later have feparated you from them : ah J- charity 
Jilone depofitt than beyond the reach of ail tbefe acci^ 
tleiita; it rsndkrs you tbeir cvolafting pollellor ; it Idc^ 
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them in fafety in tbe eternal tabernades, and giwa yoft'ilrt 
r^ht of for ever eD}ayiag tlmn in the borom of- God bitii» 
Jcir. . 

Alt you not happy in bring Me to afibre to yonrM 
admitunce into heaven by meant To eafy 7' In being able, 
by clothing the naked, to efloce firom tbe book of idamwt 
jujlice the obfceniliet, the loxury, aid tbe irrtgubritiei 6f 
.your younger yeara ? In being able, by 6Uing tbe hungry, 
to rqnir all the fenrualities of your life ? LaAIy, in being 
able, by Siehering innocence in tbe afylums of compafHoi^ 
to blot out from the remembrance of God the ruin of fo 
many fouls, to whom you have been a ftumbling block ? 
Great God ! what goodnefs to man, to confider ai merito- 
rtoiu a virtue which cofti fo little to the heart ! To nunr- 
ber in our fiavour ieelingt of homanity, of which we could 
never diveft ourfelves wiUiout being, at the fame, diveft 
ed of our nature; to be willing to aceept ai the price of 
•n eternal kingdom trail riches, which we eveo enjoy only 
through thy bonoty ; which we could never continue to 
poflefi, and from which, atter a momentary and fleeting 
enjoyment, we muft at laft be feparated 1 Nevenhelefs, 
mercy is promifed to him who Iball have fliewn it } a lin> 
Bcr ftil) feeling to the calamities oi bis brethren .will not 
continue long infenfible to the infptratJons of heaven;. 
grace flill relcrvei claims upon a heart in which chanty 
has not altogether loft its influence ; a good heart cannot 
long continue an hardened one ; that, principle of humani- 
ty alone, which operates in rendering tbe heart feeling 
for the warns of others, is a preparation, as it were, for 
penitence and falvation ; and while charity ftill aBs in the 
heart, an happy converGon is never to be defpaired. . Zwove 
then the poor as your brethren ; cherifh them as your off- 
fpring; refpe£l them as Jefui Chrift himfelf, in order that 

he 
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be Faf to fon on the gmt day, " Come ye blefled of my 
" Fmher, inherit the Iciogdom prepared Cor you Trom tbe 
" foundation of the world. For I was an hungred, and 
" ye gave me meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave me drink : 
" I wa« a Rranger, and ye took me in ; I was naked, and 
" ye clothed me ; I was Gck. and ye vifited me : For in- 
■* afmuch ai ye have done it unto one of the Icaft oL thefc 
*■ my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
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SERMON XIJ. 

ON AFFLiCTWNS. 

Matthkw ii, 6. 
And hlejfci is he, wkofocverJhaHnot be offtnded in mt. 

It ii ableSing, and a rare blefling, then, not to be oficnd- 
ed ID Jefut Chrift. But what vas there, or what could 
there be in him, who ii die wifdom itfelf, and the glory 
of the Father, the fubflan'tial image of a>l perfe£Uon, which 
could give rabje6l of fcandai to men ? His crofs, my dear- 
eft brethren, which was fonnerly the Qiame of the jewi. 
and ii. and (ball be, to the end of agei, the Ihame of the 
greatcft part of Chriftians. But when 1 fay that the croli 
of the Saviour is the Ihame of moft of Chriftiani, I mean 
not only the crors that he bore, I mean more efpecialljr 
that which we arc obliged, from his example, to bear ; 
without which he rejefo us at his difciples, and denict us 
any participation of that glory into which he has entered, 
through the crofi alone. 

Behold what difpleafes as, and what we find to complaia 
of in our divine Saviour. We would wilh, that fince be 
was to fu^r, hit fuffierings had been a title, as it were, of 
exemption, which had merited to us the privilege of not 
ful&ring with him. Let us (Urpel this error, my dearcfi 
brethren; 
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hntkien : the oaty tiuag wtatdi depend* on w, i* Out aC 
Rodeiing ottr fufierinp meritorious ; bat lo fafier. oi net 
to fufier, is not left to our choiee. .I^vijJeace boa fi> 
wifely dirpcnred the good and evil oCtbil life,, tint CKhin 
bis fiation, however bappy bis lot may appear, finds crof> 
fet and affliSions, wbich alwi^ coimurbalMKe tbt ptea> 
liire* of it. There it no perfbA h^ptneit on the e»ttb« 
lor it ti not here ibe tinte e£ conblatittu, buttbft.tinie of 
fiifienince. Grardeur l»tb.m fubje&ioas and ks: dtfquiet) i 
obfcurityits bnauliAiBrn'Mid. its ^fdann-; the wofld, iu 
caret and its capricei ; r e t irement^ its ladneft and wearii 
aeCi ; muTiage, its antipatbiei anditi Jrenzid : friettdfliip; 
its lofln orits perfidies; piety itfelf, its repugnanoes and. 
it* difgnfisi.in « word, by adeftiny ineriuUeto tbc'Chil- 
dxea of Adam, each one filKb Jus dwa path ftrewed witU 
brambles and thorns. The., apparently! bappieft conditiotk 
bath ill Tecret Torrows, which empoifoo all iu Felicity : the 
throne is tbe< feat .of chagrins eqindly as the loweft. plate; 
•liipcrb palacM copeck ibe cnielleft diTcoiUeats, e^ntl^ 
at t&e but of the poor aad..af 4be bumble Jd>ourar( and* 
leH our place of 'exile Jboiild bcceme endeared to m, wa 
always feci, inatboufand dificrrnit ways, tfaat.fometbii^ 
is .yet wanting' to our bappinffs.' 

Neveithdeta. deAined to laOa, we cannot .love iIm 
taSennceti continually firicken with Eomc afflifiisn. wtt 
ai]e unable to makes meritof onr pains; neves bappy, jOUI 
crofl^ become neceflaryt cannot at leaft become ufefDl to 
us. We are ingenious in depriving onrfclves <A all the 
merit of our fuflerances. One while we GEek^ in the. 
wcaknefs of our own heart, the excufe of our peeviOinefs 
and of our murmurings ; another in ibe excels -or is ibe 
nature of ouraffii^iont; ^ again, in the oblbcles which 
tbeyfeem tou; to(!!iia'iniheway of. wrialvation; tlatii. 
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to fay, one while we conipliin of being too weak to bear 

our hrfferinp ■witfa.ip»tience ; another,- that they are (oo 
exceflive ; and laftly, tbat it ii impoffible-in that CUMtion to 
pay KtentioB -to ralvition.. ■ 

- Such are the thr« pretexts continually oppofed in the 
world to the Chrifiian ufe of affliaion : the pretext of felf- 
weaknefs ; the pretext of the excefs or tbe nature of our 
affliOioni ;• the pretext of the (AAacles which they reem 
to place in tbe way of oar falvation. Tbefe are the' pTe> 
texu we have now to overthrow, :by oppofitig-to- them 
the rules of. faith. Attend then, be whom ye. may.- and 
learn that tbe caule of condemnation tO' mofi men -i> not 
pleafures alone : Alas I they are fo mu on tbe: earth, and 
lb narrowly ffdiowed bydifgafi I it tilikewifeth^nnchrif- 
liaii ufe diey make oi afflifiimu* ~ 

Part I. The language taoft common to tbe fonli af- 
tiiOed bytttt Lord, . is that of allec^ing tfaeu- own weak- - 
sefs, in order to juftify tbeoinchriftiaa ufe they make of 
their afflifiions. They complain that they are not endow- 
ed with a force of .mind fufficient to preferve under thno a 
fubmilCvc and a patient heart; diat nothing is more condu- 
cive to happincfs than the want oi feeling ; that this cha. 
rafler faces us endlefi vexations and chagrins inevitable in 
lifc> but. that we cannot fafliion to ourfelves an heart ac- 
cording to our own wiQie* ; that religion doth not reitder 
unfeeling and &oica| thole who are bom with the tender 
feelings of humanity, and that tbe Lord is too juft to nuke 
a crime to us even of our misfortunes. 

But, to ovcrUirow an allufion fo common and fo un- 

wortl^ of piety, remark, in the lirft place, that when- Je- 

fus Chrift hath commanded to all believers to hear with 

AibmtffioH 



,Ci,)(,)'^lc 



ON ArrucnoNB. 345 

fiibmiflGon and with love the croQes propofed for lu by his 
^[oodners, he haib not aijded, that an order fo juft, fo con- 
Ibliitg, To conformable to his examples, Ihould concern 
oidy the unfeeling and impatieu Ibuli. He haih not dtf- 
linguiOied among bis difciples, thofe whom nature, pride, 
.or,reflp£Uga had rendered, firmer and more conftant, froqa 
thole whom tendernefs and humanity lud endowed with 
more feeling, in order to mafce a duty to tbe firQ ot a par 
tiencc and infeofibility which coll them almoft nothing, and 
Co excufe tbe otheri to whom they become more difficult,, 

, On the contrary, fait divine precepti are caret ; and the 
^UHC .we are inimical to them through the character of our 
heart, the more are they proper for, and become neceRary 
to ui. It is hecaufe you are weak, and that the leaA con- 
tiadt^oni always excite you fo much againft fu(ferance% 
that the X^rd muftpurify you by tribulations and forrows; 
for it it not the ftrong who have occafion to be thed, it it 
the weak, , 

, In e&Sti what is. it to be weak and repining ? It it an 

_excellivc felf-love ; it is to give all to nature and nothing 
to faith ; it is to give way to every impulfe ol inclination, 

.and to live folely tor eafe and felf-enjoymeot, as conilica> 
ting the chief happinefs of man. Now, in this fituatien, 

^nd with this excelTive fund of Jove for the world and for 
yourfelf, if the Lwd were not to provide afiIi£Uons for 
' your weaknefs ; if he did not flrike your body with an ha- 
bitual langour, which renders the world jn0ptd to you, 
if be did not fend loiTes and vexatioot, which force 
you, through deceocy, to regularity and netirement: 
if be did notovenhrow certain projefli, which, leaving 
your fortune more ebfcure, remove you from the great 
dangers ; it he did not place you in certain fituations. 
Vol. I, V a where 
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where irkrome and ineviuble duties employ your bed day* ; 
in a word, if he did not place betwixt your weakneft and 
you a barrier which checks and ftops you, alas ! your ii^ 
nocence Would foon be wrecked ; you would foon make 
sn improper and fatal ufe of peace and profperity ; yoD 
who find no lecurity even amid afflidioni and troubles. 
And, feeing that, afflided and feparated from the world, 
and from pleafures, you cannot return to God, what 
vould it be did a more happy fituation leave you no other 
check to your defires than yourfelf? Tlic fame wcaknefs and 
the fame load pf felf>love, which render ui fo feeling to for- 
row and aflliftion, would render as ftill more fo to the dan- 
gerous imprelEons of pleafures and of human profpenties. 

' Thus, it is no excufe for our defpondency and murmurs, 
to confefi that we are weak and little calculated to fupport 
the ftrokes with which we are afflifted by God. The 
wcaknefs oi our heart proceeds only from the weaknefs of 
our faith j a Chriftian loul ought to be a valiant foul, Ai- 
perior, fays the apoAIe, to perfecution, difgrace, infinnt. 
ties, and even death. He may be opprelTed, continues 
the apofile, but he cannot be vanqutlhed ; be may be def- 
-poiled of his wealth, reputation, eafe, and even Uk, but 
be cannot be robbed of that treafure of &ith and of grace 
. which be has locked up in his heart, and which amply 
confolcs hint for all thefe fleeting and frivolous loOes. He 
may be brought to flicd tears of fenfibility and of forrow, 
for religion does not extioguiOi the feelings of nature ; but 
his heart immediately difavows its weaknefs, and turns ill 
carnal tears into tears of penitence and of piety. What 
do I fay ? A Chriftian foul evea delights in tribulations ; 
be conftders them as proof* of the tender watchfulnrfs of 
God over him, as the precious pledge of the promifes to 
■come, as the blcITcd features of referablance to Jelus 

Chrift, 
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Chnft, and which give him an aflured right to Oiare after 
this life to his immonal glory. To be weak and rebellious 
jigaiafl the order of God under fufferance, ii to. have loll 
fiuth, and to be no longer Chn&ian. 

I confefs that there are hearts more tender and more feel- 
ing to forrow than others ; but that fenflbility is left to 
them .only to increafe ihe merit of their fuHeringt, and not 
to cxcufe their impatience and murmuririgs. ' It is not the 
feeling, it is the immoderate ufe of forrow which the gof- 
pel condemns. In proportion as we are horn Teeling for 
our afSiQions, fo ought we to be fo to the confolations of 
laith. The fame fenlihility which renders our heart fufccp- 
tible of chagrin, fliould open it to grace, which looths 
and fupports it. A good heart hat many more refources 
againll afflidions, in confequence of grace finding eafieV 
accefi to it ; immoderate griel is rather the confequence of 
paflion than of the goodnefs of the heart; and to he una- 
ble to fubmit to God, or to taflc confolatioh in our trou^ 
hies, is to be not tender and feeling, biit ^intractable and 
defperate. 

Moreover, all the precepts of the gofpel require flrengll^^ 
and if you have not enough to (upport wiili'Tkibmirtion the 
crolTcs with which the Lord plealeth to afflifl yoii, you 
muft equally want fufficient for the obfervancc of the other 
duties prefcribed to you by the doflrine of jefus Chvift. 
It requires flrenglh of mind to forgive ah injury ; to fpeak 
well of thofe who traduce us; to conceal the faults of 
thofe who wiOi to dilhonour even our virtues. It requires 
fonitude to be enabled to fly from a world which is agree- 
able to us; to tear ourfelves Irom pieafures towards which 
we arp impelled by all our inclinations ; to refTfl txamplcs 
authorifed by the multitude, and of which cullom has now 

almoU 
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llmoll eflabliOwcl n law. Strength of mind' is required ttt 
make a Cbriftian ure of profperitjr ; to be fauinble in exal- 
tation, mottified in abundance, poor of beart amidft periJb- 
kble riches, deUcbed from all when poITelled of a!l, and 
fiiled with defires for heaven aiQidfl all the pleafures and 
felicities of the earth. It is required to be able to con- 
quer ourfelves; to reprefs a rifing deCre ; to fiifle an 
agreeable feeling ; to recal to order an heart which is incef- 
£uitly Araying from it. LafUy, among'all the precepts of 
I the gofpel, there is not one which does not fuppofe a firm 
and noble loul ; every where felf.denial is required ; every 
where the kingdom ol God is a field to be brought into 
cultivation, a vineyard where toil and the heat of the Aaf 
mufi be endured, a career in which continual and valiant 
combating is required ; in a word, the difciples of Jefui 
Chrift can never be weak without being overcome ; and 
every thing, even to the fmallcft obligations of faith, re- 
quires exertion, and bears the mark of the crofs, which U 
its ruling fpirit ; and if you tail but for an inftant in forti- 
tude, your are loll. To fay then that we are weak, is to faj 
that the entire gofpcl is not made for us, and that we are 
incapable of being not only rubmiffive and patient, but 
likewife of being chaftr, humble, difinterelled, mortified, 
gentle, and charitable. 

But, however weak we may be, we ought to have this 
confidence in the goodnefs of God, that we are never 
tried, afili£led or tempted beyond our llrcngth; that the Lord 
always proportioneth the affli£Uons to our weakncfs ; that 
he dealeth out his chafiifemenu like his favours, by weight 
and mcafure ; that in Driking, he meaneth not to deHroy, 
but to fiurify and lave us; that he himretf aideth us to bear 
the crolTes which he impofcth ; that he chaflileth us as a 
father, and not as a judge ; that the fame hand which ftrikei 
fuilains 
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fuftaini iM ; that the rame rod which matcn the wouiul 
bean thr oH and the hgney to fohen its pain.' ' He know- 
eth the nature ot our hearts, and how far our weaknefa 
goes ;.and as his intention in afflicting us it to fanflify and 
not to deftroy u», he knowethwhat degree -ot Weight to 
gfve to hit hand in order to diminifh nothing from our me- 
rit, if toe light, and, cm the other fide, not to lofeit alto- 
geriier, if beyond our ftrength. ' ' 

Ah ! What other intention could he have in Otcdding 
forfowt throagfa our life i* Is he a cruel God, who delight- 
eth only in the mifery of hit creatures ? Is be a barbarous 
tyrant, who finds his greatncfs and his fecurity only in the 
blood and in the tears of the fubje3s who worfbip him t 
Is he ah envions and morofe mafier, who can ta&e of no 
happineft While fhanng it with hrs (laves ? Is it neceflary 
that we fliould Aifier, groan, and perifh, in order to render 
him happy ? It is on ouraccount alone, therefore, that be 
punifhcth and chaltifeth us; his tendemefs fu Heps, at I 
nay fay, tor our evils ; but, as his loVe it a juft and en- 
lightened love, he prefereth 10 leave us to fuSer, bccatife 
' be forefeet' that, in terminating our pains, he would aug- 
ment our wretchednefsi He is, Ixyi an holy father, like a 
tender phyfician, who pities, it is true, the irries and the 
fufferings of bis patient, but who, in fpite of hit cries, 
cuts; even to the quick, the corrupted pari of his wotui4; 
be is nevdr more gentteftnd more cumpafTionate, than wben^ 
he appears moil fcverc ; a nd^ afflictions mull indeed be ule- 
ful and neceflary to us, fince a God fo merciful and Co 
good can prevail upon himfell toafflid us. 

It is written, that Jofeph, exalted to the firft offices in 
Egypt, could hardly retain his ttart, and felt his bowels 
y«arn towardi bit brethren, in ibe verv lime that he aSed- 

cd 
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«d to fpcak iQoft harjbljr to t&em, and that he feigned BOk 
to koow tbeon. Ic it in this manner that Jefiu Chrift chaf- 
tifeth ui. He aSeEU, if it be pcrmiucd to fpeak in this 
manner, na to acknowledge in us his coheii^ and fai& bre- 
thren ; ho ftrikes and treats us harlhly a* ftrangai ; hut 
his love fuffas for this confiraiotj.he is unable long to 
maintwn this cbarafler of feventy, which is fo foreign to 
him : his favours Toon come to foften his blows : he fooo 
fliews himfclf fuch as he is ; and bis love never fails to 
betray thefe appearances of rigour and anger: judge then, 
if the blows which come from fo kind and fo friendly i 
hand can be otherwife than proportioned to our weakncfs. 

Let us accufe then only the corruption, apd not the 
weaknefs of our heart, for our impatience and murmurs. 
Have not weak young wom^n formerly defied a^\ the barba- 
rity of tyrams ? Have not children, before they bad leant-. 
ed to fupport even the ordinary toils of life, run with joy 
io brave all the rigours of the mofl frightful death ? Have 
not old men, already finking under the weight ol their own 
body, £ilt like the eagle their youth renewed amidA the tor- 
mencs of a long martyrdom ? You are weak ? But it is that 
very weaknefs which it glorious to faith ^nd to the religion 
of Jefus Chrift ; it is even on that account that ^he Lord 
hath chofcn you, to.dirplay in your in(tance;how much 
more powerful grace is than nature. If you- wcie bom 
with more foitilude and ftrenglb, you would. 49 ^f* tio- 
nouT to the power of grace; to man would be attributed a 
patience, which Ihould be a gift of God : thus the weaker 
you are, the fiuer inftrumcn«<you bficome for the dcfigns 
and for the glory of God. When his band bath been hea- 
vy, he hath chofen only the weak, that man might attri- 
bute nothing to himfclf, and to overthrow by. the example 
of their confiancy, the vaJn tortiuide of faget and of phi. 
lofophen. 
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lofopliers. His difciples were only weak lambs, when he 
dirperfed them through the univerfe, and expofed them 
amidft the wolves. ,They tendered glory in their weakneT) 
to the power of grace, and to the truth of his doctrine. 
They are thofe earthen veffels Vhich the Lord takcth de- 
light in breaking, like thofe of Gideon, to make the light 
and the power of faith (bine forth in them with greater 
magnificence ; and, if you entered into the defigns of bis 
wiTdom and of his mercy, your weaknefs, which in youi' 
opinion juRifies your murmurs, would confiituie the fweet- 
eft conlolation o! your fufferings. 

Lord, would you fay to bim, I a{k not that proud rea- 
fon, which ieeks in the glory of fufierlDg with confiancy, 
'the whole confolation of its pains : I alk not from thee 
that infenlibility of heart, which either feels not, or coA. 
temns its mtiforlunes. Leave me, O Lord, that weak, 
and timid reafon, that tender and feeling heftrt, which feemi 
fo little fitted to fuHain its trihalation^ and fuiferings ; on- 
ly increafe thy cdnfolaiions and favours. The more I fliall 
appear weak In the figbt of men, the greater wilt thou ap- 
pear in my weaknefs ; tbc more fball the children ot the 
age admire the power ot faith, which alone can exalt the 
weakeft and moll timid foals to that point of c'onftancy and 
firmnefs, to which all philofophy bath never been able to 
attain. FirfL pretext, taken in the weaknefs of man con- 
futed ; we have now to expofe the illution of the fecond, 
which is founded on the excefs, or the nature of the all]ic> 
tions themfelves. 

Part IL Nothing is more ufual with peiloos afltiHcd by 

God, than to juftify their complaints and their murmurs 

by the cxcefs, or the nature of their afHiflions. We al- 

tvayt with our croflirs to have no refemblance to thofe ot 

others ; 

.-ooylc 
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Others ; and led the example of their fortitude and of their 
faicb condemn ut, we feck out difFerences in our grievan. 
ees, in order to juftify that of our difpoGtions and of our 
condu£t. We perfuade ourfelvej that wc could bear with 
refi^ation, crolTes of any other defcription ; but that thofe 
with which we are overwhelmed by the Lord, are of fuch 
a nature as to preclude confolatton ; that the more wc ex- 
amine the lot ot others, the more do we find our own mis- 
fortune fingular, and our lituatiou unexampled; and, that 
it is impolTible to preferve patience and fereniiy in a flate, 
where chance fcems to have colle£led folely for us a thou, 
fand afllifling circumflancea, which never before had hap- 
pened to others. 

But, to take from felf-love, a defence fo weak, and To 
unworthy of faith, I would have only forthwith to anfwer 
you, that the more extraordinary our affli6lions appear, the 
left ought we to believe them the effefls of chance ; the 
more evidently ought we to fee in them, the fecret and in> 
fcrutable ariangemcnls of a God Hngulary watchful over 
our defliny^ the more fliould we prefume that, under 
event! To new, he doubtlefs concealeth new views, and 
lingular dcfigns of mercy upon our foul ; the more Ihould 
we fay to ourfelves, that he confequentty roeaneth us not 
to periDi with the multitude, which is the party of the re- 
probate, feeing that he leadeth us by ways fo uncommon 
and fo little trodden. This ringularity of misfortunes 
ought, in the eyes of our faith, to be a Toothing diflinc- 
tion i he hath always condu£led his chofen, in matter of 
affliElion, as well as in other things, by new and extraor- 
dinary ways. What melancholy and furpri ling adventure* 
in the lile of a Noah, a Lot, a Jofeph, a Mofes, and a 
Job ? Trace, from age to age, the hiflor)' of the juft, and 
you will always find in their varioui viciflitudes, fomething, 
I know 
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I know fiot whkt «f lingulaf ttd incredible, which haa 
Ai^^ied evca ibe belief of the fublieqaeM ^et. Thut, 
the left your afflifiions refemble tboleaf otben, the more 
AkwM you oonfider tbem u the afflifiioni of God's cho- 
Cm :' thcjr ure fiamped with the inariL of the juft : ihef 
enter into thittndUion of 6itgular calamittei, which frain 
Ae beginning of aget forms their hiftory. Batttei loftt 
when viOory ieemed certain ; cities looked upon u im- 
prepiabU, fkllen at the fole approach of the enemy ; • 
Icingdoffl, onee the moft flouriQiing in Europe, flricken 
with every evil which the Lord in hit wrath can pour out 
Upon the people ; the coort illed with mourning, and all 
the rc^al race almofi extitifi; fueh. Sire, ii whit the 
Lofd in his mercy referved lor your piety ; and fucb are 
the nnprecedented mbCoitunet which he prepared tor you, 
to purify the profperitiei of a reign, the moft brilliant in 
Cmr anmlt. The- fingulariiy of the. unfortunate events 
with which God affliflietb yon, is intended fiir the folc 
pttrpofe of renderiiig you equally piwis at a Chriftian, ac 
you. have been ^reat at a King. It would feem, that every 
thing was to be fingular. is. your reign; the prorperities, at 
the misioitnnet ;. in order that, after your glory before men, 
oocfaing Ihould be waqtiog to your ^ety before God. It 
is a ftriktng example, prepared by his goodnert, for our 
age.-' 

■ And behold, my. id«ar fiearCr, a ftrifcing iuitance, both 
(0 inflruS and to confote you, when you eomptatnof the 
cxceb of your miffoitunet and of your fuffcringt. The 
more God afflificth, the greater it hit love and his watch* 
fiilnefs over you'.' Mere common misfortunes might have 
appeared to yon at ibe cohfe«]uencet merely ot natural cau' 
ta : and though all cvcus arc condiiQed by the fecret 
fpriogs of hit Providence you might perhap have bad 
Vol. I. W w room 
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room to (uppoT?, that the Lord hx} so ptrticuUr At&gat 
Dpoa you, in providii^ for you oofy ctrtSHii afflidtioo* 
which happen every day to the reft of men. But, in Ute 
gricvonaand Gngulu fituation in whtckhe pWeettt'yoUt 
you can bo longer bide (rem yourtelf, that hi* regard; ace 
fixed on you alone, and that you are the fpeciat obje& of 
hit mercitul deligoi. i 

Now, what more confoling in our fufieringi ? God fccUt 
me ; be numberetb my figb* ; be wdgfaeth ;nine af. 
flifliona ; be beholdeth my tears to flow ; he raaketb then 
fubfervient to mine eternal fanftification. Since bis hanil 
hath weighed fo heavily, and in fo 6ngular way upon mc, 
and fince no eaitbly rcfource feems now to be left me, 1 
confider rayfclF, a* having at laft becoine.anobje& mote 
wo^rthy of his care* and of his regards. Ah ) If I Hill 
enjoyed a fereae and happy fituation, his looks would no 
longer be upon me ; be would oeglefl me, and I OiouU he 
blended before him with fo many others, who are the pref- 
perous of the earth. Beloved fufferiogs, which, in de> 
privtogmeof all human aids, reftoHa to ne iny God, a^d 
render him mine only' rtfoutce is all my Eorrowt t Pre* 
cious afili£lions, which, in turning me alidefrom all.crea' 
turci, are the caufe that I-now becqme ihe-continual oh* • 
jc£l of the remembrance and of the mercies of ray Lordl 

I I might replyt^to you^ iiMfae feewud place, tbat.comthon 
and momentary affli£Uoils would havfearoufed our faith but 
ibr an inftant. We woillds foon have^^ound, in ever^ 
thing around us, a thoufitnd refources to obliterate the re* 
membrance of that flight misfortunie. Pleiaurci, human 
confolattons, the new events whicti the. .world is con- 
tinually offering to our Hgbi, would foon have beguiled 
our fonow, and reflored our reliAi focthcworld andfor 
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in TaiaamufamenU ; snd ottr beait, alwtya in coDcert 
wkh^l the ofaje^ wbicb flatter it, wojnld foon have bewa 
tjnd of ill fighs and of kt hnwr. . But the Lon), in ' 
fending ifflifliont ia Iwhicb religion ai«oe cm become bat. 
refource, hath meant topreclude ali rcturB towards the 
world, and to place lietwixt our weakoe& snd tua barrier 
which can never be Onk.cn by either time or accidentc ; be 
loth anticipated our incosOancy, in rendering precautions 
neceflaiy to uf, whidi night not perlaps have a]ways afi< 
Reared equally ofeful. He read in the cfaat^Aer o[ our 
heartfthat (Mrfiddity in Syiogthe dft^en of and feparat*' 
ing. oufTdves from the world, wooU not extend beyond 
odr-foFFov; that'thsfameraomeni which beheld us confial-. 
ed WMild wilhafr oai' change; thai, in forgetting our 
chagrini, we waoM-lsoa have forgctten' onr pions refolu- 
tioar; and that &ort-li»ed'afflifiioDi'.woal(i have made ut, 
oiily Aort-livcd righuioin. He hath therefore eitablitbed the, 
OMMjmianee of our piety, upon that of our fnScnngi ; he 
hath lodged fixedand conflant affiiSions, as fiimies for 
As oonftancy of our bith ; and ie^ in icaving our foul 
in OUT oivo' power, wc Jhould agun reflore it lo the world, 
he balli relolved to render it lafe, by attaching it for ever 
to tlfe'.foat of the cCo4s. We are thorougfaly fcnfible our. 
felves that a gm« blow was required to route uj from our' 
lethir^ ] that we had been little benefited by the flight 
afflictions with which the Lord had hitherto been pleaAd 
to viGt ut ; and that feaiicely had ha ftricken ut, when we 
had forgotten thtftand that bad iofltfied fo ialuury an 
wound. Of what then, O my God, fbould I complain P 
That excefs which I find in my trooUei, is an excefs of 
thy mercies. • Idotioc^onEder that the left thou fpareflifae- 
pBtfoKC the more thoo haSeneft his cure, and that all the 
uMItyandall the fccutny of our fnftringt confiAs in the 
ri|eiir of thy blows. My fweeteft- coofolaiion in the af> 
fliaing 

I Cb(.)^lc 
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flifttng flJte in which thy proridencfc O Lord, Jnlfa beaa 
pleafed to ptice mc, (halt then be, in fatare, to nBe& that 
It leafi thou fpareft ve not ; that thou nvafareft ihy jigtmn 
and thy remedici upon my wnu, and not upon my defim ; 
and that thou baft more regard to ibc facnrity of my Alva^ 
tion than to the injnftice oi my compknott. 

I mi^ ftill reply to you : Eater into judgowm with the 
Lord, you who complain of the excob of your AitEcr- 
ingt ; place in a balance, on the one fide your ciimes, aai4 
en the other yoar lOi^ont ; neafure the rigour of all 
bit cba&ifementi upon the enormity of your oSettcei i 
compare that wUch you fufier with that which yon ought 
to fufieri fee if your afii&iont go dieiiutie lengtb aa yotkr 
lenlielefi pkthuca bave done ; U the kecniwli and the «»- 
tinuance of yoot fbrrowi correfpond mA thofc of your 
proline debaucheriei ; if the ftale of reftraint to which 
you live equ^ the liceHtiou i ae6 and the depravity at your 
former mannen ; and Qioald your affiifiion* ba fotttid to 
over>balaDcc yonr iniquiticf , then boldly reproacb tbc Lord 
wkh bii ingnfiice. You judge of yonr fo&riogi by your 
indinatioM, but judge of them by your Crimea. What t 
not a fingle moment of your worldly life but what hu per> 
bapi made you deTcrving of aa eternal mifery, and yon 
murmur againft the goodnds of a God whs comnnteth 
tbefe evcrlafttng tormenta, fb often merited, inio a fiew 
rapid and momentary afliSioot, and even againft which 
the amfi>latiom ^ iaith bold oat fo mnny refeureei I 

What injuftke 1 whu ingratitude ! Ab ! bave « care, 
un&tthful fou), left the Lord liften to thee in hit wtath : 
bave a care, left be pnnilh<thy paftion*, by providji^ for 
thee, here below, whatever ii faronrable to them ; loft 
thou be not found worthy in hji fight of tbefe icmponl «f- 
flifiion* ; 
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») ; left he refcrve tbe time of iat jofHce ind of. his 
Vengnnce, and tb^ he treat thee like thoTe uniortunaie 
viSima who are onuiiiented with flowers, who are aarfed 
«nd httnied wkh •& inuch care, wily becaufe they are 
de&ioed fortiiefacnfice, aodifaaeibeknifewbicbUto ftifa^ 
ud the pi}e which i* to coofumo them, are io leadinefi 
lipon tiie altar. He is terrible in his pht at in hit wrath ; 
and feeiR^ that gailt moft be pimibed ettfaer with fleetiiig 
punifluaeau bore below, or with eternal pato* after tfai* 
life, nothing oo^bt to appear sure fearful in the«yu trf 
Mth than to be a fisner, and yet piofperotn on the earth. 

Great God t let it ha here then for bk tbe lime of diy 
vengeance; andfincemy cfHaescanDotgouiipnniihed, faaf* 
teiii OLord,-to falisfythy joAicT. Thcmore I Km.rpar> 
ed here, the more flialt tbou appear to mo as a terrible God, 
who refufetb to let me go for fomc fieeting lAifitoss, and 
whole v^ntb cao be appealed by nothing but mine eternal 
nir«y. Lend not thine car to the cries of my grief, nor 
to the lamentatioiu of a corrupted heart, vdiicb knom not 
m true inieieAs. I difown. Lord, thcfe too human figfai 
which' the fadsefs of my."ftate AiU contimnHy forsei hoa 
me t '^hefe carnal tears -which affli&ion io o&«n naketb me 
10 Bwd in tby prefence. Liften not totbe imreatiet which 
I have hitherto made to obtain an end to my foflkriags ; com* 
pleie rather thy vengeance upon me berebelojr; refefve 
nothing far. that dreadful eternity, where thy cfaaftfementl 
Ihait be witbost end, and without mnfure. : I alk-tfaee on* 
ly to fufiain my wcahnefs ; and, in Ihedding forrow^ 
through my liEci fbed bliewiie apbn it thy gnuM^ which 
cottfola, and recoii^ieBles witb fucb ufuiy, an aflified 
heart. 

To 
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To-aJl thefe tnidn. 'fB-conToHag-foi: wi nffllAed latl; I 
ingbt %U add, that Dsr iufieriog appear excx&ve onJy 
throogh the excefi of ibc corruption of ouc iieBtt ; that 
the irenneb- of our afflt&isn* fpnngB loMy Jnm Hat id 
mir paOioiu.; ib»t it iathfiiDipfcprie^ of. oitr MlathMOiu 
to die cJ>fe&>Ja&, whioh. t'cnders tJieir itd fo^grtevoM-; 
that wcare-'^eontyaffliSod. ooljr when we had iMcen keenlx 
■ttaclied; and tfaafUae iexqeia of ourlaffijSibns ii akway« 
tfie iMHufliment of <tbc> etedsiof.onr iniqoaoui loves. J 
might Slid, diat we alw^a magnify whMlever -regbrdt oatr 
felv« ; tbatthevny idea t^ Ssgularity in QumiafblrtUDef; 
flatters our vanity, at the fame time that it authDrifcs our 
nunnuK; tfa^ we never WilfatoireCemble others*; i^ntwe 
feel a fecret pleaftire in. {tcriuadiag ourftlvei that we arc 
lingleof our ksid: .wc.wiffa all the 'wwld to-be doaipied 
witb our misfortune alone, as it wc were the only unfortu* 
' hate of thcAin^.'' Yci, -raj^breibren, the evils. of .others 
are notfaiiig^in oun ^es : Nve fee not tbat.alliHtotiad ui 
we, perhaps, more unbappy than we ; that Vie have « 
thouEind .refouFCcs^ in oiir .afiiAions, which are dnHod to 
oihers'}' dwt .we derive a thbufaird.conrolMJtBu in out ia- 
fimities^ froth. wedtb,- and tiie:nuniber of pccfcttit watcb- 
M avtt-miT teallelt wahtsf ilbat, in. the loiit of 'a.per&a 
dear toui,->a tboufand' incanslof foftening-iu Miteroefa 
ftill reiBMn'-fton-thefitnation'iki which FjBsridestce hath 
ptaoei- us't 'tfaatfiia dom<ftic:.divi£oaa,,we find oonlont 
i« thetdUern^rs add fn.fheioOnfidenOE of.oar. frietida. 
which -We had t>ceii.uiiifa)e«o^»obuteamongaduirclidvctj 
lafllyi tbiBWc fiitd .a th^bnd-^buniati indemnficalians to 
Our 'fllisloniwei, aiid that, were we to place in;a bdaooe, 
&n' the one fide our confolmiaass and pa the other, air ifuf* 
terings, we fbould find, that there are Hill remaining id 
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our Sate latAe comforts, .capibic 'of ' eonupting ui, than 
croJIes calculated to fanSify us. ' 

TluiSt it a almoft foMy tfte gnat and the profperooiof 
the votiS, v(bo complaJD of' die cxcefa ol tbetr mitlor- 
tunes and (nfisringi. . Tfce> > uttfortoMie najority of the 
earth, who are born to, and live 'in penury and dtftKft, 
pafs in filence, and altnoft-in.thcnegl^oF their Tufier- 
ings, their wretched dayi : the fmaHeft gleam ol' cMnfoit 
and eafe tcAotei ferenity^.^ndicheerfulnefi to their heart : 
the fiightefl conColationi oblttereie llieir troubl^:: a roo- 
DKiitof pleafurc makes up.forauiheleyearof ruSerance: 
while thofc' tdnunate and -fenfual 'fouh, amidftatl (heir 
abnndance, are feen to icckoo, at qr anheard^of miifdr- 
lanfl, the dibppoiatmcnt of a'>ling]e' defire; wc'view 
tfaem turtiii^intD amartyrdomfor themfelves, the weari- 
ncfs and even the fatiety of pleafum ; drawing trom ima- 
ginary evils, the foiirce of a thoufand real vcxattoni ; feel, 
tng tenlold more anguiOi for the ' f^lure- of a fingle acqui- 
fition, than pLearmein tbejpoffefliooof alltbey enjoy'; in 
ft word, confidering, as the^grcateft of misfortunes, the 
leaft internipttout faowevtt>. txifliug, i to 'their fenfual hap. 
pinefi. 

Yei, my bvethtcn,' it is. the greal and powerful alone 
who complain ; who coiuinually imagiae themfelves the 
only unhappy, who never have enough of coiafainin t 
who, en the (lighteQ reverie^ (be ^lembleA around them, 
not only thofeworldly friends wbom.lhnr tank and for. 
tune procure, but likewife all thtj pious and- ^lightened 
tniniflers of the gofpcl, diftinguilbcd i>y the putrtjc'efteem, 
and whofe holy inftruflioni would, in {jjenecal, be much 
beuer beftowed, on fo many other unfottuaatcindividu. 
ali, who are defiituie of every worldly refource and reli. 

giou* 
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gious iAfluite, ud lo wlnm thry wbuld liknrife be fo 
much more beneficial. But, before the tribdnal of Jefoi 
Cfarill. your affiifiions Ihall be weighed with thofe of fo 
many of your unfenuntte fe]toV>cr^niies, ' aod Wbofe- 
niiCortunte are fo ranch the more dreadtal, ai they are 
more hidden and more nc^;jcfied ; ' it will then b^ deBWod. 
cd at yoUi if it belonged «> ydu to conpWn and to mur- 
mur : it wiH he deiiwn4ed, if you were entitled to laf 
fwh Aiefa upon caUimtiei, which would have been confo. 
lationi to to'iaaaf otben : if it wai your buGaefi to mar- 
mur fo hi^ly agaiofi a God, who treated you with fucfa 
tndulgenec, whtlehiifaatul wai.fo heavy oa fucbvi infiRi. 
ty ot unhappy felknT-^ceaturei : if they had lefs right to 
the richei, aod M> the ptsafums of the earth, than you : if 
their foul waa no left ttoblc, andleb prectoui before God 
than yonn ; in a word, il tbcy were eithtr more <rimiatl, 
or of aootber satuie tbanyou i 

Alail It it BOtonlyour-own felt-love, bat it ii Ukewife 
oar hardscTi towvdi'ourhretbren,. wbieh' magnifiei to m 
•ur own mirfoTtnnei. £<et oi enter tho& pMr vaprovided 
dwelling, where fhame.coneCidsfnch bitter «id afieOing 
poverty ; let ui view tbofe afylumt of public coropaffion, 
where every eahnuty feemi to reign : it it there that we 
lhaJI'learntvappiTciauonrowtiaflKQioRi : it is there' that 
touched to the heart with the esccfi of fo mviy evilt, we 
finll b)«ft to give evco a name to the flightnefa of our* ; 
it ia tb«c that ooriBunBiM ^unft Heavm fhall be ehang. 
«d inte tbanUgrringi, and dot, left taken up with ^ 
fli^ crolfei, feM oa fay die Lord, than with fo many 
otfaeri fiora which he fpantb ua, we Qnirbegin to dread 
his indulgence. Ear from ovDplaining of hit fevcrity. hty 
God ! bow awtul fhall be tbe judgneiH ot the great and 
the mighty, fiDce, befidea tbe ■ inevitable abufe of their 
pfofperiiy 
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pn^perity, tbe tfflifUAn, wUch ougtit^o ban faaEUfied it* 
u&. ■od expiated iu abufei, lIuJl become tbemlelvei their 
gmatcft crinei i 

. But how emfiof afflifiiool in Cu^fylmg tbe dangen o( 
their fatioo, or ia working out falratiea, fiscc tbey tBcn 
to nil fuch invincible obAacles in tbeir my ? TbJi it ib» 
faft pretext dnwn from tbe incompatibility whtdt aSic« 
tiont-feem to have witb our fidvation. 

Pabt III. It ia very fsiprifing, tba the eonvption of 
«fac human bean finda, evta jn faSerancei , Dhfiaolca to fal* 
vition, aod tbu Chrifiiuu coMinually juflify their mun> 
nun agaioft the wifdom and^fae goodneti o( God, by k* 
cufiug bim Of f«i>diog croffea incaapaliUc with their eter- 
m1 falvdiion. Molfaing *• mure common, however, in the 
■t^orid, tboB thi) iaiquitooi iaagaage ; and wbea we exhoit 
the loMlt afflifbd by God to cowen tbefa flceti»g afiie- 
tiont into the price of bmvtK and eicniity, th^ reply* 
that, in tbii ftate of diftrefi, they are incapdile of every 
thing t *bat the obAaclea aad vexMioM wfaicfa they an con- 
tinually encountering, Ar from recalling thim to ordar 
and to duty, feive only to irritaM the mind, and to hardeft 
the heart ; and that tranquillity muft he letood bcfer* 
they can torn their thougbta tawar4i Cod. 

Now. I fay. that, of aH the paeicMt employed in juAf- 
■ficKioQ of the ondirifiian ule made of affliaioBi, ifait ia 
tbt moll abfurd and the moll culpable. The Aoft cufpo- 
fete, for it it blafphcming Providence to prMfitd, that k 
placM you in fituottMit mecUBpaCrhle with your falratiao. 
Whauver it doth or pemiiueth here hrlow, it only doth or 
permitteth in order to faciiiiate to men the w^i of etcn. 
mI tife ; ewy event* ptsfperou* «r iaprofj^eroM, in ifae 
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meafure of onr lot, it meant by it ai a mean' of falvatton 
and of fanfiification ; all its AtCigat upoa tu tend to that 
fole purpofe ; whatever we are, even in the order of na- 
ture, our biitb, our fortune, our talenu, our age, our dig- 
nities, otir proteflon, our fubjc^, our laaflers : all tbis, 
in iu viewi of mercy upon ui, enter* into the impenetra- 
ble deGgns' of our eternal fao^ficatioc. ' All tfaU vi&ble 
world itfdf, i> made only for the age to coxtit : whatever 
pafleth, hath iu lecret cooneflioni with that eternal age, 
where thing* fliall pafi no more ; whatever we fee, is only 
the image and truft of the invifible things. . The world is 
worthy of the cares of a wife and a merciful God, only in- 
«fm«ch as, by fecret and adorable retations, its divcrfe re- 
volutiooi are to form that beaVenly church, ' that immortal 
aflcmbly ot chofen, wheie:be JbaU for ever.be glorififed. 
To pretend, then* tha he pUceth us in fituationt, which 
not only have no rriatios to, hut are even incoinpalible 
with our eternal interefts, is to mBke> tempoiat'God Of 
him, and to blafphene his adoraUe wifdom. 

But, not only nothing iimorecuipahle than this pretext, 
i fay, likewife, that nothtog is morj: foolifti : for, it is on- 
ly by delachtng iiieif ifrom this nufcrable worlij, thata foul 
returns to God ; and nothmg, fays St. Augufline, fo ^ 
feflually detaches from this raife^able world, as when tfae 
l^rd flieddeth falutary forrows over its dangerous plcafures, 
** Lord," faid an lioly king of Judah, *■ I had negleQed 
thee in profperity and in abundance ; the pleafures of roy- 
■ alty, and the fplendour of a long and glorious r^gn, had 
corrupted my heart ; the flatteries and the deceitful viotis 
of tbe wicked, had lulled, me into a profound and a iiOal 
flecp; butthine hand bath been upon me, in pouring out 
upon my people all the fcourges of thy wralh. in raiGng 
up againftme mioe owe children and fubjeQt, whom I had 

loaded 
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loaded with 'favoun; and I awoke: thoa faaft bumbled 
me, and I have had recourfe to thee ; thou haft agli£led 
mc, and I have fought thee : and I have found out that 
Z ought noc to have my tnift >a men ; that profperity is a ' 
dream ; glory a miflake ; the taknli which men admire, 
'vice* concealed under the brilliant outfldct of humau vir- 
4uei ; the whole wwld, a deception which feed* ui wiib 
'Only vain phaotomi, and leavei nothing foUd in the heart; 
and that thou ahme art worthy to be ferved, for tbou alone 
forfakeft not thofc who fcrve thee." 

Behold the moft natural effefi of affliftions : tbey facili- 
tate all the duties of religion ; hatred of the world in 
rendering it more dilagieeable to u>; indiicrence to- 
wards all creatures, by giving us fsxperience, eitberot their 
perfidy by infidehttes, or of their fiaihy by unexpeCled 
4o0es ; prtvatioaol pleafurei, by placing obllaclei in their 
way; the defire of eternal riches, and confoling returns 
towards God, by leaving us almoQ no confolation among 
men : laftly, all the obligations of faith become more ea- 
fy to tbe affli&d foul ; his good defires find fewer ob- 
flacles, his weakoefi fewer rocks, his faith more aids, his 
lukewarmnefs more refourcei, his paOion more checks, 
and eveobis virtue mwe meritorious opportunities. 

Thus the church was never more fervent and purer than 
when Jhe was afflifled ; the ages oi her fufferinga and per. 
fecutions were the ages of her fplendor and of her zeal. 
Tranquillity afterwards corrupted her manners ; her days 
became left pure and lefs innocent as foon as they became 
' more fonunaie and powerful ; her glory ended almofi with 
her misfortunes ;, and her peace, as the prophet faid, was 
, more bitter, through th* licentioufnefs of her children, 

thia 
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' 'Erenyoa/who ron^Iain Unt the eroCn with wbicti 
•rile Lord «fliA«b yoa difcovnge you and cbeck aay d*- 
-fire of labourini; toward* your falvaUon, you well know 
that happitv d»ys have not been for yoB, moie- holy 'and 
more taitbful : you well luiinir that then, iaiosiaucd vriA 
'4be v^rld tad ki plnfurea, you lived la i total ncglea of 
your God, and that the comfort* of your fittution mne 
the fpun of your cormption, and the infirniBcnti of your 
nifquitoui defires. 

But fuch jl the petpetsal i)lu6on of our feIf>IoTC, 
When Fortunate, when every ihiug anrwen to our wilbc* 
and the worM fmites upon m, then we a)]c<^ the daagera 
of our ftate to jutify the etron of our worldly nuBners : 
we fay Aat it » very difficult, at a certain age and in a 
certain filuation, when a rank is lo be fupported. and ap. 
]Mmncei to be kept Qp with the world) to condeifan ow- 
felves to Mitude. to prayer, to flight from plcafures, aud 
to all the duliea of a gloomy and « ChriAian life. But, 
«n the other fide, when under aflliflion ; when tbe bodyii 
ftruck with laf&tnde, and fortune forfakes in ; when oar 
friends deceive, and our tnaften uegleQ ni ; when our 
enemies overpower, and our relation! become our perftfca- 
'tors; we complain that every thing eftnmgerns from God 
in this (late of bittemers and forrow ; that the mind ti not 
fufficienfly tranquil to devote any tboughu to JJdvation i 
that the heart is too exafpented to feel any' thing but itt 
own misfortunes ; that amufements and pleafare* now be* 
comti neceflary, mnft be fought to lull its gtief, and' to 
prevent the total lofs of reaftm, is giving way to all the 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



OK ATBLimOWt JG^ 

iieatalt of x pnrfaund ;mcIand>o]y. It is tiwit O vy 
God I that by our cienul contndifliotu we juBily tht 
«doiable wayt of thy wifdom upon the Iota of men, vai 
■that we provide for thy iu&iec, pewerbl naToit* to over* 
tbmr one iay the illiifioo, md tbc ialiity of our pretext** 

' For, brlidei, IwonrfuBering) what tbeyn^t the hifio- 
ry of religion baiUa ovt rigfateou* chanSeri lo our f xain- 
f\e, who, in4bc fnoe Itutios m we,, have bold (beir fnd 
tB patience aod turned their affli&ioni into a rcfource at 
JahratioQ. Do you weep the loft of a perfon dear to yowr 
heart ? Judith in a Gmilar affli&ion, foood tlie iocFealc of 
ber piety and taith, aod changed the tern o{ her widow* 
luod imotbofe of Tetirentent and penitence,. If a pining 
-faeakb rudN life more glootay and bitter than even death 
tlfelf. Job foand, in the wreeki of an ulcerated body, 
iDoiiTW (^'OMnpmo&ioo, kogiogi for eternity, and tbe 
hopes «1 an inunortal le&irrc&ioo. . If your rh»fifl<T in 
iho world be ftaiued by calmoBiea, Sttlaona held out an 
-nnlbaJLeD foul ander the blackcft afpeifiont t and knowing 
that too had tbc Lord ia teflimony of her inooceace, Bte 
•leh to him the care of avcagiiig her upon the iojuftice of 
'OMO. If your fortane be the vifiim of treachery, J^id, 
Sttbraaedt confidercd the bsmiUatioii oE bis new Sate •« 
the jaft puiuDunent of tbt abufc be had wule of bit paft 
profperity. If an nafortunate union becotae your daily 
erofi, Eflber found, in the caprices «id frcBKiet of %r 
faithteb huflund, the ^oof of bo- virtue, and the merit 
of her Bicekncfs and patience. In a wtHd, pUc« yoorfelf 
in the moA diGnaJ fiiuationa, and you will find rigbteouh 
who-ime wroogfat out their Jalvalion in the fane ; and 
without applying to fnmiar agei forexanplef , look around* 
(the hand of the Lord ii not yet Oumencd,} aod you will 
fee fouh who, loadcfl with tbt bait croffes at you. nudw 
a very 
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a very diSeKnt Ue ol them, and iBnd me^ni of falmtioo 
in tite very fame evenu, where you find only a rock to 
ymu nmocence, or a pretext ior your murmun. What do 
I /ay i you will fee fouls whom the mercy of God hath 
recalled Iron their errerx by pottriog outfalaury forrowa 
upon tbar life ; by overturning an eibbljQied fortune ; by 
chilling as envied hvour; by lapping an liealih, apparently 
vnakerable; bylemiimiag a profane conaeOion throogbt 
glaring incottfiancy.. Yon youriclf, then, a witneb ot their 
change and of their converCon, have leffeaed lis merit of 
it, Irom the ihciltuct provided by chagrin and affli£liaos j 
you have placed little confidence in a virtue which miifor- 
tunei had rcnckred ai if neoaflify ; you have iaid Uiat it 
r^iuired little exertion to forfakea world which wai became 
tired of oi ; that at the firA gleam, ol good-fortane plea> 
-fiirea would, foon be feento fucceed to all OuigrenQiowoi 
^devotion, and that they twd devoted tbemfelvei to,God 
only bccaafe they had notbing better to do. Unjull that 
you are t and at prcfcnt, when there ii qnefiion ot return- 
ing to him in your alBiSion, you fay that it is not pof- 
fibls ; that an heart prefied and bowed down with foTn>w 
il incapable of paying atuotion to any thing but his griefr 
and that we are more hardened than touched in this fiate 
of diHrefs and misfortune ; and alter having ceofurcd and 
caft a (lain upon the piety of afflifled fouis. as a meafure 
too eafy and to which little merit if attached, as it required 
•Imoft no exertion, yon excufe your/clf from adopting it 
it\ your affli£lion, and from making a Chrillian ufe of it, 
becaufe you pretend that it ia not poffible in it to pay at- 
tention to any thing but to your forcow. Anfwer, or ra- 
ther tremble lefl yon find the rock of your falvatton in a 
fituation which ought to be its funft .refource. After ha- 
ving' abufed profperity, tremble leil you now nuke your 
niffonuocs the fatal iofliumeau <tf your defini£Uoo,. and 

left 
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left yopibnt upon yourf^irftll tbe-ways of goodnefi wlucb' 
God might open to you to order to recal you to him. 

When, O my God I wilLtbe time <±ome that my fouK. 
exalting itfrif throagfa fkith above aH creatures, flial) nd 
longer worOiip but ihee in them ; Oiall no longer attribute 
events to them of which thou alone art the author ; Ihatl 
tecognife in the diverfe'lituatlons in 'wfAch thoupUcbft 
it thc'-adorable Brrangemems 'of thy provideitce; andv 
even atiiid all its Crbflet, Ibidl ulle thaf ^ttiMlterable peaco 
wbich the world with all its pteaTarr) Can never beflow ? 

• HtKv melancholy, 'in eHMl,- my b'reftren, when vifitnf 
and diBiaed of God, -to feek for cfttHohrtion -iri rifing li^ 
againft ihei hand which itrikcsus: in murmuring againft 
hisjuftice; in tafiing ouHelves dfffrom him, as it were i» 
■ frflnty of nige, deTpair, and revenge, andtofcek coiifo- 
lation in our own madbefs I What ati horrible fituation if 
that of a foolilh foul, whom - God affliaeth; and who W 
confoiaiion fRes in the faceot bi> God ; feekt to ealc his 
troubki, in multiplying his trerpafTes': yields bitnfelf up to! 
debaucher)-, in ofdeir to drown hi» forrowsj and make th*" 
overwbelitiiftg fadnefi df-ginlt, an'htHtlble refi;>urce agalnft 
the fadaert of his affliaiotas > . ^ . - - . . : 

' No, my brethreUi religion alone can truly coAfble us iit 
our misfertunei. PhilofoiAy checked complaints ; but tr 
did not roften the anguifli. The world liitis carCa, but if 
does not cure Aem : und amidAal) Its' fetriVleTi pleal'urcs,' 
^e fecret fling offadnefi always - remains baried in thC 
heart. God alone can eomfoft otir'aflli6tions; andisan^ 
other necelTary to a fAithfuI'ftiu!? Weak cieiitures ! Yoif 
may eafily, by vain Tpeeches, - and by that cuftomary Ian.' 
guagcof compaffionamdtendernefs, rndteyourfetveitdbc 
underflooi 
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' underAobdbyibeMn oF the bodjrt bnt, there UnoBPbat- 
the God o[ ill cooTslatioii who can fpeak t» dtt brirt : 
is the excefi of 107 pain*. I vainly fought confolation 
among yt : Ibave Ouvponed ray fuB^it]gi,i»hilc thinking 
to {often tbetn, and tby Tain ooa(bUtio» have been to vae 
Mly trefli forrovn. 

Great God f It it at thy ieet, that I moan benccfonb t» 
pour out all the bitlcraef* of nine heart ; it ii with tbe« 
aloDCi ibat I mean to tbtget all my grievances, all my fuf- 
feriaff, all creattuea. Hitherto I have given way to'cbav 
grins and to fadnefs altogether human ; a thoufand timet 

' have I wilhcd Utat thy wifdom were regulated by the mad 
^jefit of my bean [ my thoaghtf have wandered ; my 
•lind bath formed a thouland delnfive dreamt ; my bean 
^b purlucd thefe vain phantoms : I have longed for an 
higher birth, more , fortune, lalenti, fzBfe, and health i I 
have lulled myfcll in thefe icUai c^ an imaginary bappineTi. 
Fool that I ami As if I vrere capableot akertngat my plea- 
Uue the vnmul^bte order of thy Providence ! As if I had 
bcea vrilcr, or more enlightened than thee, O my God, 
upon my trub intereAs ! I have sever entered into thine 
eternal d^gos upon .me ; I h>ve never coct&derod the 16r< • 
rows of my fituation at entering into the order of loinfe 
eternal deftinatioo ; and. even to ihit day, my joya and 
my CnTom^ve depended upon ^e croated alone : confe' 
^neatly my joyi have never been trapquil, and my for- 
rawa, have alwayt been withoiit refonrce. But heoceforth, 
O my Cod ! thau flialt b^ mine only comforter ; and I. 
will feek in the mediiatien of thy holy law, and in my 
(ubmiflKMi to thine eternal decreet, thofe folid conColatioiu 
whrph I have never found in tfae .world, and which, in. 
foft^ing our affli^oni here below, fecure to ut, at the 

' fatu time, their immortal reward hereafter. 

SERMO.V 



SERMON Xia 

ON PRAYER. 

M&TTHEW XV. sa. 
Have mercy »a me, Lord, tiou Sen of David. 



dOi 



) (JCB is ibe lanKRUtioa of a but touched wit^ ju frretob- . 
edncfi, and vrbich addrcflei itfelf to tbe fovrreign phyli- 
cian, in whofe coiapaflion alone it hopes to find relief. 
Thii wa* fomerly ihfe prayer of a woman of Canaan, who , 
wJOied to obtain from the Son of Daviil the recovery of 
her daughter. Perfuaded.of his ^ower, and expe€liiig eve-,, 
jy thing from bfs Ulu^t goodnefs to. the' uafortunate,, flie 
knew no furer way of rendering him propitious, than the 
cry' of her affli&on,- aUd the timple talc of' her misfortune. 
And this ii the tnodtt which the church now propofe* to ' 
us, in order to anilnatj: and to indruS us how to pray ; 
that is to fay, .in order to render more pleafing, atid nwre - 
familiar to us this moft eflential duty of CbriQian piety. 

For, my brethren, t«. pray, is the condition ot man; ic 
if the firfi duty of man ; it is the fi>le tefourcc of tuan ; it 
ii the .whole cboTolation of man ; and, to fpeak in ihe lan- 
guage of the Holy Spirit, it is the whole tsan. 
.Vol.. I. ^ X y Yes, 
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Yet, if the entire world, in the midft of which we lire, 
be but one continued temptation j if a]] the Gtuaions in 
which we may be, and all the objeQi which environ us, 
teem united with our comiption, For thepurpofe of either 
weakening or feductng ui; if riches coirupt, and poverty 
exafperate ; if profpepty exalt, and aSli^ign deprefa ; if 
buGnefi prey upon, and eafe render efiemioate ; if the fci- 
encn inflate, and ignorance lead ui into error ; il mutual 
tntercourfe trivially engage ut too mudi, and fotitude leave 
us too much to ourfelves ; if pteafures feduce, and piotu 
workt excite biir pride : if health aroufe the paflioai, and 
fjcknef* DOuriOi either lukewarmnefs, or muimurings ; in 
a word, it, lince the fall of nature, every thing in, or 
around us, be a frelb danger to be dreaded ; in a fituation 
To deplorable, what hope of fiitvation, O iny God ! coidd 
there he flill remaining to man, if. from the bottom of bu 
wretchednefs, be had it not in his powet to make bii )c! 
mehutioftl, to be ccmtinually mounting towanlLthe tlnroak> 
of thy'ioercy, in order to prevail .tli4t-;thou tbyfeU.- mifj 
come to his aid j that thou may interfere - to put a check, 
upon his pafEons, to dear up hi* ciTors, lo (uflaisi hisv 
weakneA, to Ic&en his temptattoas, to abridge hb boon ni' 
trials,- and tofave bim from his back&idngt ^ ' >• t 

- The ChrilliaD It thet<et6re a man of praytt)' Jiii oi^ikj 
hit fituation, bit nature, bis wants, hit placeof abode«al(t 
inform him- that prayer it necefi^ry. - The church herfelf,. 
in which he is incorporated' through tht grace oi- r^eoera- 
tiotr, a ftranger here below, is always plaintive and tullol: 
lamentation ; fhe recognifes her children only through their 
fight which they direS towards itfctir country; and the 
GhriftiaR who doei not i>ray, cuts himfelf ofT fn»ndic«f-> 
femUy of the holy, and it w<Hid ttm an unbeliever. - 

' , . . Hiw' 
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Kinf coined il tlwii. nty hretbAii, tiat i duty not <jilly 
-Itii^mM, haiema (o cMifbting for m$a', ii- at ^ftst 
1i^ Dmcb n^ltAed^^'HowCoiAe* it that it'is confileied el- 
'ftef ai i globing ^KftirefoMtf doty, or n atpitfopri ai ed Me- 
-ly (oir rerhvd'fouTt ; lirfMiiUch tfcat odr infirufiiotu upon 
]»rayer fcarcehf imertffi thbfe who lifttn to' m, lilio 'fete) 
ai if perfuaded that they are more adapted to the cl<rifler 
dbit to ^ court 7 

' "^t^KOee tfoaies Ais abtifei aiid thft unffeif&l iwgleft bi 
tK Wbttt of player ? f'roai two prctCxta, which I n6w 
AdMi to <frerthh>#' : tjly, Th<7 do not pny, Uxaaft 
■Aey know' not, fay they, how tq pray, and vouTeipiemlj, 
-Oax it is' loft tiuH! ; ad^. They dv not fitiy, becaofe tMy 
etnnplain that they fitad nothing in player but wandering! of 
4Si linai; iriAth AtadA it bodi infipid and difigrecaUt. 
Ftrft pretext, dxvwa ftom their igiioniflce of the- mannisr 
in which they ought to pray. Second pretext, founded on 
tlw dt^ftfe and tha difficultiei of prayer. Tdu nnt be 
thifgbt.thferrf'Ort.liowiopray, flnceyoskBOwit-nac, AnS, 
3)Ay, ^h■bi^of ptftyer liMiflrbe lendered' eafy to- yod; 
friceyoQ find it {a troiiblefomc and difficult; > 

Part I. " The conunandinhni wbicb I comniand yoii, 
fald formerly the Lord to hh people, are neither ahovc 
youl-'ftreifgtb, nOf tht reichof yodrmind': ibe^ anj not 
Iridden £rtiiti you, ntft far off*, that yini fliouiil' fey,' who 
fluAl go up fi»t-'as to Htfavett and' bring' them'tb-iis, that- Wfc 
nay hear than and do then ? Nor are t]u^ beyMd^tbr fea, 
ibM'ytiu'Qioiild 1^, who tball'gD over fhc^ fea- for' us and 
fniti^ them unto ui, that wemay hevdiem atid'doibem'f 
Bttttb^'wordis vc=ry nigh ilAto yofl, inyour'itidatbaiid'ib 
yOorbeat, that yon inay do it." ' 

Now 
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' Novf, K^attbfLbnl bid in gcoeitl'of ill ibc ^teos^ 
of the livr; tbzt »e htvc naoccafiDn to Icrk beyond puf- 
IHVm for the knowledge «E them, bottbat they.nmyiw 
-»H accotnpHflicd ia mr hmt Mid io iHirnautb, nu^ mone 
pvticukrly be Aid of (be precept of pnijwr, wbicb u ai 
if tbefiiftuidtbcmoftefleniUof all. 

Nevmheteri, wbu they commonly c^kpore.iatihc world 
agatnft thii duty ii, that, when ihey conte topnyer, they 
Inow not what to fay lo' God, and that pnyit^ ii a, f^cret 
'«t which they have never at yet beeq ^le to conprehcad 
any thing. I itf tben, diat Ibc fsarce of this pretext 
fprtnga from three iniquitous difpoGtioni : the firit is, 
that they are miflafccn tn the idea which they form of pray- 
er ; the feeond ii, that tbey are not fufficiently fenCble of 
dietr own wretchedaeTs and wants 1 and the third i«, that 
(iKy do not love their God. 

- i/?^, I fiiy that tbey arc miibkes io the idea which t]^ 
{onn of pncyer. In eSefi, prayer is not an exertion xti 
the mind, an aiiaugeiuent of ideas, a proEbund luunvlcdge 
of the myfteiiet and comfeb ol God ; it is a Gaqilc ciiso> 
tion of the heart ; it is a lamentation of the foul, de(|>]y af- 
icAed at the fight of iu own wretcbednefs { it is a keen 
and inward feeling of our wants and of our weaknefs, and 
«i hoBible confidence which it lays before its Lord, in 
order to obtain relief and deliverance from them. Prayer 
fnppofes in the bul which prayi, neither great lights, un- 
conunrai kiKwIedge, nor a mind more cultivated and ezalu 
«d than that of the refl of men ; it luppofcs only.more faith. 
mcHe contrition, and a warmer deftrc ol deliverance from 
its teraptuiom and from it* wretchcdneri. Prayer it nei- 
ther a lecret nor a fcience which we Jearn from men ; nor 
is it aa art. or a private method, upon which it it necef- 
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=§uy^W eoBTih iLilfal uaeitBa, in order to be jnder of i|^ 
^Ytafu-ud'pTSceptf. "nw niBthodt ud tbe maxiiBt theec- 
lipoB, pretended to be laid down to na in onr dajn, are 4- 
"tber finguhr wayi wfafdi arenot to be foUowed, or tbe 
"mn rpecubtioni of an idle nrind, or a fanaticifn, whicb 
nay Hop at nothing, tod wbich, br from edifying tbe 
chorcb, hatb merited her cenfnrci, and hatb fumilhed, to 
tbe impious, matter of derifion agsitaft ber, and to tbe 
'WotM. frefh pretexti ot cem^pt for, and difguA at pny- 
-er. Prayer is • duty, upon wbicb we are all boni isSruA- 
-«d : ' tbe rule* of this divine fcience are written folely in 
4Hir beam ; and tbe fpiril of God is tbe folc' mafiet lo 
^teacfa it. 

An boly and innocent foul, wbo is penetrated with the 
greatneTs of God, ftruck with tbe terror ot his judgmenli, 
ttHicbed with his ioGnite mercie*) who.on]y knows tobun- 
ble faimfclf before him, to acknowledge, in the fimplictty, ot 
hit bean, bis goodnefs and wonden, to adore the order* 
' -of his providence upon him, to accept before him of the 
eroRea and affitfiions impofed upon him by the wildoinK>f 
bif counlels ; wbo knows no pi^er more fublime, thaq to 
be loiGble before God of all the corruption of his hcan ; 
to groan over his own hardncb of heart and oppofition to 
all good, to entreat of him, with a fervent faith, lo change 
him, to dcftroy in him that man of fin, which, in ^ite of 
bis firmeftrerolves, continuallyforceshim to roakefo ma- 
ny talfe fleps in the ways of God; a foul of this defcrip- 
tion is a tboufand times more infinided in the knowledge 
of prayer than all tbe teachers tbemfelvn, and may fay 
with' the prophet, " I ' have ■ more underflanding than all 
** my teachers." He fpeaks to his God as a friend to a friend; 
-he is forry For having ofended bim ; be upbratda btmfelt 
for not baring, a> yet, fufficlent force to Fcnouacs all to 
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pleaTe- Uai; be Uitet no pride m tbi ftiWtattjr of hW 
dmitghii'; br leavn bit bmtM fy^ki an^givtawajr tff^ 
tM ttfttcDdernctitwfiore-ibcoBfyobieSof hiilove^ £veii- 
trhea hii mini Hrandcn, Iw Imn IrMcbu- mi fpeakt for 
htm ;r bia T«7 dtTguBt l^econea pnyer,- ihMu^ the fdel* 
iogs wbich ire'tbea excited jn hii bean ; he is tesderlj^ •!• 
. leaed, be- fi^, be is di^eafed 4^b, wd • burden to 
hiiDMr, he feds the weight of bia handi,' beexeita hiM<> 
ftU M if to becak and throw them off, be a thoQCatd'Ciines 
mtewthii proteftatioM'offidelity, bebhiftes andii a{hun- 
ed at always pronnCfig,- and ^et hting centimaHy'^itb* 
left: fiich ii the ^hok fecret, and the whole fciedce of 
pray«-. And what is there in all thii beyond the reach at 
every believing fou! ? 

Who hadnAraacd'Onr jkooi woman Of Caaun ifipnyetV 
A faaager, and daagfater of Tyre aod Sidon, who.was suk 
acquainted with the wonders of the jaw, and <he dracres of 
the prapheta;wbothad not yet heard tnha the nttimh of fbfc 
Saviour^ Ore words of cteml Hfe'; who was- ftill n^ider tfae 
fliadows of ignorance 'and of death ; flie pnys, however; 
her love, her confidmce, the defire of being granted, 
teach ber to pny ; her hetrtbeingtoudhed, cOnfiiEtuea do; 
wholemerit and the whole fuUimity' of' her pr^r - - 

And (itrely, ifv in order to pray, it wore requifke to 
rift to dioTe foblime ftatet of ptayer, to which God cxallAb 
fome h'oty tovk ; if it Vere neceflary to bewrapt ia em*- 
cy, and tranfpoited even np to heaven, Hke^Padl, thereto 
hAr tfaofe ioeftble fecreu which God expoietb -net to man. 
and which it is not penoitted, evch lo<man hinletf, to ro- 
veal ; or, like Mnfeaupontbehoiy tnodQtain, to he-placed 
apoD a clood of glory, andi facetoffoc, tofeeGqdi tb« 
ii to by, if it were ncceSny to liave auaiaed to tliat dt- 
■ gm 
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free of iatiiinte ummi witbjlx:iE.onl„iD,'wlueb Ib^ibuU' 
41 if already Freed fr<8B ill body, fpringa up even ioto tbe. 
bofom of its God ; cootemphttet at leifure hts infinite per- 
fcOioni; tatgids,. n' I.bO^. Stf., ha inabbcn wl^ch are 
ibll: upbp ibe earth t » n6 looger dtSiwbed, nor evoa din: 
v^ollqfltlifepbaiitoiuoCtibefanrei; ii'fii[ed,'andif itli.; 
fccbed m tBBc<MiteiaplatioA«<.tlte wQnikn;W«ltfac.gr«n>, 
deut of God; ud. 4nad^ ptitLcipiiing to Jm eternity ,- 
cpulj connt iir!Mte>g«.piA«d m tbu hU^d. ^uU:, Mtuit. 
if . « flxut .and lapid aotbtMt Jf> I %> it wer* iiccer<% 
lby4 bi .ardrr M |iny,'..ta to -hsimmi With tMe nre. 
and cuedeat g&s of ib« Hvly Spii^, you nijiht tcU. 
im; Kketbofr new MieVen.of wJum St. PmiI . qiriiea' 
mttUaa, rtUtyda bt¥e aM ]Mt Deceived :th«ii -wrf «bM 
ym bnawnot *l»t it eucatftti ^'A whieheoBiauivicMcs 
than...- 

'!.Bnti)By«::is. DOt.afpeciid giStStt wpUt for .fmHegti-- 
Ibadl alDnfc}.ibis-a.eoaBioiLdnt^ ij^pofeil Upte oifeily, bc>l 
lietosf at»iibcliUely a virtHeof pedeftion, and; rcTcTYed; 
lorqanhiQ purer nid nniiT b^ fobla ; itU. like cfaaiity,:. 
aaiMiiil^fibla viaMe,iDe^i%aiiiDtliepeifcft,a»tothCiBr.; 
pBrfa&r wiiUia.-the cap«nty;ai ^^ ilUlsnile. cfully a^of. 
Ibtinnujdr coninahded tatbvfiKplc ai M tlie ntoA etto 
lightened ; it is the vinne of all men; it is theicisncB-ef: 
every believer; it is the perfeOioQ oE every creature. 
Wbeavcar.hisatoaM,iadii:c>pflde«t lal*ii<^ itte AutHor 
«t> hia.%in^}-.«dKrver hi^ a .reafiotti upablAbC^kdoWing. 
che-aaAn^efs af.tbc pr^^Bile..«id.Uw.gac«lodi. ot:fiod» 
oiiiltkavkr bbw!ta.«|[>ilct to:TMunii.biaii)taB|uu afldlP. 
toys^reoquiKiiito.huDt aojypeAihim^wjieo-offithded ; to 
cd' lipabilHJBuwhKn.tAitaisd'^aftar.;. ladiank b&iL.wben ta> 
tfoklfibte ; mrktni&B AamUHikm.^ ilr&iM;i totay his. 
i wants 
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wanu befme him, or to entriat' his unintenance mni pro^ 



Thus, when the dtfcipla ajk of Jefui Chrift to teach 
them to prayt he doth not uaiold to tfaem the height^ the 
fuhlimity, the depth ol the rayfteria of God ; be ' folHf 
inform! them that, in order to pray, it it necef&ry tocon< 
fider God at a tender, bbuDtitiit. aod carcFul tathter : to 
addrefs thcmfelvea to hitn whh a refpe^lful fitmiliarity, 
and with acenfidence blended with fear and love; to' 
fpeak to him the language 0f our weaknefi and of oat ■ 
wretchednefs ; to btHTow no expreffions bat from our 
heart ; 10 make no attempt of rifing to him, 'buC rather im ■■ 
draw him nearer to ut ; to lay cMir wants befbr him, aiid ttt 
implore hit aid; to wiffa that all men blef s and worftipbia; 
and that his reign be eAablilhed in all hearts ; that his-wiB 
be done, as in heaven fo in earth ; that finnert return to 
the pathi of Hgfaixoufnefi : ithat beltcvert attain tor- tlie 
knowlcd^ ol the troth; that he. forgive us our fine; that 
be preferve us from temputions'; that he alfift our weak- 
neft; that he deliver us trbm our mireriet. All it £Dp)e, 
but all is grand in this divine prayer; itncalt man te'biin- 
{Ai, and, in order to adapt itai a model, 'nodnn|gniMe-ji 
reqaired than to feel onr wanlt, and to wiA dfeltverataee 
from them. 

And' behold why have I 'bid that the fecond fniquttout 
difpoGtion, from whence the pretext, founded upoa not' 
knowing how ra pray procccdod; it, that they.do notfuffi>i 
ctently ied the infinite wants trf dieir foul. For, I:alkT 
you. my brethren, it it'neccflary toteach a.Jidk perfon to 
entreat relief ? itaman prHIcd'WtthfaUttger diflkulted-how 
to ivAvtit food? it an niiivrUiiiiteperfim beaten with the 
tempeA, 
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f«ai|>cl:, and on ihr puiot «f fctiBmg, »t a Io& how ito 
inipiore lASaacei Alw ! dotji the urgent acceQit}^ ivlnv 
no tmply fursilh tic^HTioafl ?'In tbc'Cblc fcftT* vf oqr 
ftvik, ^ we sot finil thf4 Rsi^utcd eloqucBce, fhofip j>f a- 
^fivt; enatioiu, tfaafit fte^tag TrawMaflrance^ whi^h Toli- 
i:it their cuK ? .Hm « fuferiag heart occafion tor asj' pipit- 
ter to teach it to complaio ? In it every thing [peakft cveiy 
thing expreSes it> affli£lion, every thing announces its fuF* 
fsriogs, atd eytry itung ft^iM reliej ; eve* it* Ijlf n^e ia 
.BloQHSBt* 

'. Yo* your^f, wfao cEwplan that yov kaoy 90^ wh^t 

jBctfaod u> xAe in pnytng. in yoyr toopora) affliftiooi. 

Jiiofn. t^ fniUat that ^ dMgerOit* malady thi!catf:ni yoqr 
lilie. that a^ itaJookM ktr eyoA eoi^a^m your prp^it^r 

mt^ fojtaw. that 911 approafhivg de^ it 90 t^ point 9f 
fnatching (tem yaw 9 perJpQ 4^Aher dear or nece^ry ; thep 

.yiDH lai^ your bancU t» heavw: the« yov kni up yovy- 

JaiaematioM pad fayxrs ; yfui addtels ymittif to. the Gqd 
wboAiriJtra^iul whecejicvei; 'youtbcnlui9wt>owtoiiiay:: 
}(ou have Boscedjof going he^rood your own heart for lefToa* 
and ivlet do Jajr yow affli^Uops befvre him, nor 49 yoM 
jCQoCplt jA)le tejtclKci in ocder io Jtaow what to fay -to him ; 

.you hftve joccaTion jfor netbiag Jf\» ywr grief,' your eviit 
skme liavc to\mi out the ncttKxl of io&ru£Ung yoti. 

Ah I jsy buethceo, if w:c felt ^be wa^ of «ur Ibul fu 
we feel thofe of the body ; if our etert^l falvation intere^- 
ed us as much as we ate for a fortuneof dirt, or for « weak 
■and perilbable bealtji, we WQuU (oon he fktiial in the di- 
!irine art of prayer; yx would not complain that we had 
mtlkifig to lay in 4he pitefence of a God of whom ^c 
have fo miicb tO a(k j tbe ^4>lwl would he tittj|e difficuited 
ia Ending wherewith 10 enteruio him ; our eviU aJone 
Vol. I. Z z would 
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would fpeak ; in fpite of ourrelvrt, oar hutt woul^ baril 
fonh in holy cifiiGoni, like that of Samuel^ inotber be- 
fbre the ark of the Lord ; w6 wovjdtio )«b)|er be mafter 
<6f our forrowa mi tan ; and the' iilaflMeKain maik. of 
our Want of faith, and that we know ourfelvet not, - ia that 
of not knowing what lo Ay to the Lord in the fpace of a 
flioW prayer. 

And, after d], it it impolIiUe tbu, in the mifenble 
condition of this human life, furrounded as we are witk 
To many dangers ; made upoarfdves of (o many i^atknef* 
fes ; on'ilie point , every moment, of being led aftnty hy 
the ohjeQs of vanity, corropted by the iUufiotn of tbe 
feDfei, and dragged away by tbe force (tfeMBiple; a con- 
tinual prey to the tyranny of our inclinattoni, to tbe do- 
minion of our flefh, to the incoaftancy of oar heart, n 
the inequalities of our reafon, to the caprices of our fan* 
aginadon, to the eternal variations of our temper ; deprel- 
fcd by tofs of favour, ehted by profperity, eaervated by 
abundance, foured by poverty, led away by cuAoms, &■• 
ken by accidents, flattered with praifc, irritated by co^^ 
tempt; continual >)t wavering between oar pafions and 
our duties, between ourfelves and the law of God; iait 
podiUe, I fay, that in a fituation fo deplorable, we can be 
difltculted wbat to aflc of tbe Lord, or what to fay to him, 
when we appear in his prefence ? O my God ! why then 
is roan not lefs miferable P Or why is be not better aoquaiot- 
cd with his wants ? 

Ah .' it you told vs my dear hearer, that you know not 
where to begin in prayer ; that your vnmti are fo infinite, 
your miferies and yoor paffions fa multiplied, that', were 
you to pretend to expofc them all to tbe Lord, you would 
never have done: if you faid to as, that the more you 
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lowch into your hiut, tbt more your woanclt unfold, the 
iBore cbnuptiMi.aDd diforikri do you difcover in youi* 
ielf t and tbo^ dtfpaiiiag of being able to relate . to the Laid 
the endleIJi.d«uft'e( your weakneAes, you prehtit. your 
bout whoHy tp faiv, you le«re yoDT evilt.to fpeak for you, 
you groiwd your whole art ot pnyer on your copiufioa, 
your hutniliatioii, and your filence; andthatinooDtequencc 
of having too much to lay to him, you lay nothing ; if you 
fpeak in thi> manner, yon would ^eak the language of 
laith, and thai of a penitent king, who, contemplating bii 
iBpeiHod reJapTcs, and no longer daring to fpeak to hit God 
ia pny#r, .f^id, "Ijord, I-wb troubled, I anj bowed down 
A* gMatly i I go mouniiog all the day long : for mine ini- 
•**■ f uitici- are gone.ovnrroy head, as an heavy burden they 
" are. too heavy £or. one. -My. heart pantcth, my ftrengA 
f * failetb me ; for I wiJI declare- mine iniquity, I will be 
:** fony £pr Of Ga. Forlitke ^ne not, O Lwd : O my 
-" God ! b« pot £)r Arom me. Make hafle-to help me, Q 
■•* Lord my falvation." Such is tho filei)Cf of compunc- 
Mn. which ionw bottle God- ibe iru? player. 

But to coai^ain that you Ittve no longer any thing to 
-fay, when ^rawifli to pny ;- Ahs 1 My dear hearer, when 
.yov prefeot yMufelf before God, do your pail crime* hold 
oQt nothing for you to dread from his judgmanli, ^r to 
»& from hu mercy P What 1 your whole lite has perhaps 
been only a fink ^debaueberies; you have perverted «very 
thing, grace, your talents, your reafon, your wealth, your 
dignities, all creatures; you have pa0ed the befl part of 
your days in tbe negl«£t of your God, and in jdl the delu> 
j&ons of the, world and of tbe palfions ; you have vilified 
' your lievt by iniquitous attacbraenu, defiled your body, 
.difbrdered your imagination, weakened your ligbu» and 
oven extioguiibed every bappy difpofition which natoK 
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lOA pbcM in )WW fiMf; Hi* th* rMMteAfM af aU tM 
fdhriflw* you withnotbitig'iii the prafeaciraf 0«d4 And 
ft in(piF«9 yiBB wiib no itat of -iht aedjod yoa Mght u 
adofit, inlwriDS roee«rie tO'trin^ 4D:«r4cr*toolHBia te 
idrgifteAsI* fff (Ucb actiuoiatatiad - crfiOM ^ Aadyrmlund 
AMhitig i« lii[<f 10'» Oad whMD Vdu-hMw ft) It)ng«ffifad«Af 
O An ! Tby TatrattoH, - tben, nMrft' iiitlicr b« without i*' 
fource, Or-tliraitMJl tavsothtfr neMu «f accDUptillHag 
fetlam cbAlri of th«-divina'dniMt^.uri aaetcf^ < • 

" But, mydMtlMAWt, Ige<fmlMr. If y«al«ul»Chi|ift 
fiin Hfe; H'n!t«rn«d fUMn lt*%r6r1dMti frMbfihMftMH 
yoa are it hft efiteved into At way* of falvatioa, yoa ani 
JUll'taora mijuft in cMnpMiHngtlittyoii-fitRl tiMbMf ttt 
fty to the LoiA in y^ut- pny«r). What t Tba Sitgtltt 
grace of having opened your «yet, 'o( uAtiwelving y<M 
with regard to the wtorM, and withdrawing you ffOtn Utft 
houom of Ae abyft ; tbii U^ng To nre, «»d denieA tb 
ft many Gniwri, doth it give-rile to flOfftteful ffeeliK^ h) 
your heart, when at hit feet? -Cmtlm ivcoflafiioB leift , 
you cold and infenfible P Ii nodiiag tender awakened hy 
the pTcfeSCe of yonr befeefU^sr, yvnx -vAo pride ytnttfdf 
upon never hAving forgotteii s bHsfit* and who poin|Kxifty 
difpky the fnlingiadi^eivehof-yciiiT-gittitMkitowardB 
Ike orMHini ? 

BefidMt if yWQ leiil^oAi «dMil (MdAialea, which iji 
^tte ot yonr 'cfaUige^ lite, ftill tih'ap wi>hi» you agamt 
the law of God ; that difficuhy wbioh you Aill have te 
doing W4JI ; that onfoftunate inctintrtioti wbkh yon MM 
find within yon towwdt t^il ; AiofedHires of a nMn-e per- 
feavinne, which alw^'i' tiiM out vain; riui&nfoliniMp 
to which yon are idw«fa iniihkftt -thole- otppDHOHiitin, 
in which you find yovrfelf the fatnet thofe dMktt, 

which 
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*tedi AlHOjt AM ilNs.'foaie-ivpugRmc* myonrlwant 
fa a word, if you feel tbu inexhauftible fiuid of weak* 
neb and of corruption, which remains with you af- 
mt youv coavcflboD, atuL -which aAanm (b math your vir- 
titt, .you will not oaly Infre anqtie anncr to addNfi the 
LitrA m prayer, butyparwbote life will Itt WMooorisaBt 
prayer. AU die dangers i^teh AhII tlucatra yMir vmIm- 
b«fs, M the K4fdcflta whkk (h^i flake your iaitfa. all ^w 
dbje^ wfaiclifllriI'<^n«ficflithefonii0rwoui)d»of year 
heart, dll ibe inward emotions which ftall fmwc that ibe 
iMui 0f fin tivea always wiiMn ytni, will lead yo« to took 
»pw«nla to Him bcm whom alone yoo erpeft d^ivcMDct 
CtQmthem. Aitheapolbefiud, every yfacrwiH be-(oyo« 
ft plage of prayw; every timg wiiU-diMftyoufaukMiM 
10 Gedt b«oMfe every thing will fmmilh. 9«w with ohriftiM 
Kfle8i6n« tt^a ydnrfUf* 

BeTides, inyde«rb«ai<er, even granting' that yoMowittie. 
-eeflkiei ftoald irat be fuQcient. to fill t1le.ir>oid «t yotk 
fnyn, cmpI(^ftpeniaaOf hwithtlteev^Ot [fae drarchf 
-with the diflemitHis of the pallon ; with that fpirit of 
fcbibB'oad icvAtwfaKh.remi'tobefenMngintheran&etf- 
ly; with the iclaaitkMOf'helieven; wkli the dcpnvity 
'Of tnaiMier* ; with the lad pMtgrefd of ttelMUef , and titt 
diminution of faith araosg men. Lameiit ove¥ tlw tatgf- 
-dali ^ vriiTch yon are a continual witnefs ; complain to the 
Zi0*d, with the -^rsphet, that all tai hriftkea him^ that 
every one fecks his owa intereft ; tliat eren the fak of th« 
«BHb hath kecarae taftelefa, and that piety ba* beemie'a 
tMffio. Emtcm -of the LorA, tba oonfammation aH his 
eie&i andthe^'iikClment of hi»defipM upon hii ^urch; 
' idigioQi pTtcces, fahhfal pafterSf huflbleaod edtightniod 
teachers, knowing asd difinteicfied guides; peace. to the 
chUKhes ; 
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cluirdM*; *ht exlsaQion oF^enor, abdtheietuni of all whs 
have gone aftfliy' 

. Vn»t mote. flidll add ? EntrekE the cotwerfion'of. your 
rdatioiu, frtendt, enemict.' prateilort, and ngaftfri ; .tha 
converfiMi ct tbole fouli to whom you have been a, ftum- 
bling-block ; of thore whom yoo bkva fomerlf eOfsaged 
from piety through year derifioni and cenrures ; of \\tofk 
who perh^ owe their irrdigion and trefxhinhing [t^y to 
the impiety of yonr pafi -difcoaiiliei ; of tholie of whom 
four exampki br folicitatiooi. have form«-)y either ,per- 
veited the virtue, or feduced the weaknefs. !• it pcrfEblc 
thatthefe great objefib, at once fa fad andfo ^nMrefting; 
catmat ftimilh aitemioa to your mind, or fbme fediog t* 
^your heart ? Every tlung which fuiroundi you teat^ei yoa. 
to pTay^ every objefi, every ^ccideet which you fee 
around yon, provides you with frefli opprntonities of laif- 
ing yourfeit to God ; the world, retirement, Uie court, 
the righteous, the finful, the public and domeflic occur- 
rcDcei, the mufntunet of fame, and the proi^»erity of 
others ; every thing, wbicfa meet* your eyei, fupf^iet yo* 
with fubjeB (^ lanieDUtion, of prayer, - of thankrgiving. 
Every thing inftruSs your faith ; every thing excitei-yow 
zeal ; all, grievea your piety, .and calls forth yoiurgratttnde ; 
jnd, aitiid fo many fubjeQa of prayer, you cannot fupplf 
a (ingle inftant oF prayer I Surrounded with fo many op- 
fKtftunities of raifingyourielf lo.God, yon have ngtlnng 
to fay to him when you come to appear is bit prefeaee I 
Ah ! My brethren, hew tar retooved muft .God be fnxn a* 
heart, which finds it fuch a punilbmaH to cooyerfc wiA 
him, and how little muft that maAer and ^eod be loved, 
to whom ihey never wifli to fpeik { . 

And 
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' And b^ld tlie bft.and'tbe principal siafie-ot ourinca* 
pacity in prayer. They- know not bow to pi:ay ind to 
fpetk to their God, becutfe they do not love bin). When 
thebean lovei, it foon findt out how. to-commamote its 
feriin^, and to aflefi the objr£l of iu love ; it foon know* 
What it ou^t to fay : Alai I it cannot exprefs «U ^t it 
feels. L«t us eflablifii regulanty once more in ourheartit 
my brethren ; let ui fubftitute God in phcc ot the world; 
^en {ball our heart be no longer a ftranger ixiorc God. It 
i* the irregularity of our affefiions, which it the iois caufe 
of our incapacity in-prayer; eternal riches can never be 
fervently aflced, when ^eyare not loved; troths can ae* 
ver be well meditated npon,- when they are. not relifiied ; 
•nd liule can. be faid to a God who it hardly known ; fa- 
vours which arcvitot deliredi and freedmn trom palGoDS 
which are not bated, can never be very urgently folicited; 
in a wordr prayer is i!bt language of love; and we know 

not how to pray, becaufe we Dot how to love, i 

But, as you will &y, doth an inclination tor prayer de^- 
pcnd upon us t And how ia it poflible to pray, with dif- 
^Ih and wanderings of the mind, which are not to bc 
conquered, and which render it infupponable ? StcoaA 
pretent, drawn, from the dilguiU and the difficuhies of 
prayer. 

Part 'II. One of the greateft excelTes of Tin, it un- 
doubtedly that backwardneft, and, I may lay, ttM natural 
£fltk« which' we have to prayer. Man innocent, wouM. 
have fimMdcd hit whole delight in holding converfe with 
God: all creatures would have been as an open book, 
where we would have inceOanily meditated upon hit works 
and hit wonden ; the impreflions of the fenfes, under the 
command 
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ccMmnd ^ mM. VrrnU abvicr hifle Itoeta aWe «a nim 
liHB afi^, in fpitt'Of bimlieif, fram the -ileUght ami Uw 
|mUiarit7 of hU pnfeafee ; :1m wboltf life iwould fatvelifMi 
ote caottiKied OM»eint>tatiaii*<rf ikm Irvtfi, -and U* -Mfaofe 
htppimfa in his iwabcAOcc would have betn fsuaded Oft 
Itiscontiaiiil comiiHuictuoWwith tbe Lofd, and UtcoM- 
tuiit7 thM he wotiid oflver fatbkm hia. 

Kba iQttft thcrtifbtC' he UgUy camiptei, awl fin twA 
liare made ftnngc alteraboas ib ih, to tura into a peoilk- 
■KBt wbat ought to be our hi^jfineli: It it however oalf 
too true, that we alaoft «U bear to our iiatiire tUia bac^ 
yrardaeft, «m1 thii diiltke to prajrer ; and BiMm tkele it 
founded the moft uaiverla! preteslf Whkb it appottd W 
<bc diTchaiige of tiM duty, fo effinttial to chnfliatt ftBty. 
£v«B periooB, to whom tbe habit of. prajner ought to W 
rendered sore pkifing and mert CaimiJiar, by the pnOice 
of virtue, contiouaHy cotsplaiit of tbe dilgufii and ol ike 
conflant-wuiderings which they experience in thii faoly cx- 
crtrifei infofAuch tbot, looking upon k either u 4 -wttri- . 
ibme duty, or «t a 1«A trouble, tbey duidge iu length, ud 
:thi^ dKinfelves htypUy quit of a yoke and of % daVtey, 
when this moment of wearinela aDdrefiniot u Over, . , 

Now, I fay, that nothing is more unrighteoui than t» 
eftrange ourfelvcs from prayer, on account of the difgufis 
and wanderings Of tbe miad, which rendet it 'putrfHl^jid 
difagreeaUeloui; fortliefedi%»ftsuidwand«nBg«<HigiV 
dte, ift. From our InkewanmefsandeurJnfidtflitiect m, 
.tUf, In our being little accuAosted 4o prayer ; ori ^y. 
In the wifdom even of 'God, who tries us, asd-wlw *tiSm 
■to purify our heart, by witbholdii^ tot a Ume thefmttde 
confolatioiu of prayer. 

Yea. 
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• ' Ye^ mf hrvAutm, tbefirft, ud tbenoBeoDtnimfMrofc 
«f dw difgfsOa Uld tll« drTnefi of our pnyin, ii tbc liil»t. 
it«naiwft «Ad th« infidditjr vf «ar life. It it, in t8t£t; 
«■ liljuflice, to pr*k»d thit wc caa briog to (mqrer ■ !•>■ 
Mat jkiid truquil ttiud ; a cool ioHgiiiuuMi, fne ironk all 
Ibt vMJa (ritaotosis by wtiich it it agfitked ; an baan afbfU 
•d wttti,and difpoicdtof^BitbttfrBlcDcsofitsOod, whiti 
«tir «hol« life, though otherwife virtuoiu in the erei ormaa^ 
AiU be oiM continual difltpatkm ; vHiite wc ibalt cominiM 
tb live anoQgobjcSi ths moA calc«lat«d to move tba ima^ 
fiBBtios, and to make tbofe lively itnpreffioni on us which 
ace naver done away ; in a word, wbilc we Ihall prelervA 
a tfaoufand iniquitoui attachmaiiu in oar hcaiti wfaicb, 
dioagh not abfolutely criminal in our eyes, yet trouble, di- 
vide, and occapy ui, and which weaken in w» or eVen 
louiiy deprive ns (rf any relilh for Go*^ and the things at 
hMTetb 

Alai I my brethrent i( the atoft mired ind the moft ho-' 
, ty fouU ; if the moll reclufe, penitentB, puriiied by loa^ 
■•treat and by a life altogether devoted to heaven, flill 
feand in the lirie lenembrance of their paft manner* dir»> 
greeabte inuges, which forced their way even into their To* 
litade, to difturb the comfort and the tranquillity oi their 
piayera ; do w« expeS that in a life, regular I confefi, but 
toll of agitationa, of occa&oni by which we are led away, 
oC objefiU which unfettle ui, of temptations which dif-a 
qntet, of i^aafum which enervate, of tears vid liopm 
idiich agitate ui, we Hail find ourCelves, in pnyer, all of 
a fudden new men, pdri&ed from all thofe images Which 
ftdly our Qiind, freed from all tb<^e allachmenn which 
Mine to divide, and perhaps to corrupt our heart, in 
tranquillity from all ihofe agitations which coatiniully make 
fach violent and fuch dangersu,! imprcffions upon our- 
Vol. I. A a CmJ j 
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'<bvd:- and, that, foiigetuiig for a momeotdis- entire world, 
andall ibofe vaiaobjefls which we hare h lately qaitted, and 
.wlucb we.flill bear, ia.our letnembrance and in our.hcart. 
we Ihall, all .of a fudden, find ourrdvea nifed. befon 
God, to the jnediutioii of heavoil)' thingi. penetrated 
widi love for eteroal richet, filled with compunftioo lor 
innumerable infidelitiea which we ftill love, and with a 
tnnquilliiy of mind and of heart, which the pr<rfoiindeft 
Ktitemeat, ahd the noft rigorous feclufioa from the world, 
irequently do opt befiow ? Ah ! my brethren, how unjuft 
we are, and into what terrible reproachei againft Qarfelvea 
fhall the continnki complainu made by lu againft the diu 
tia of piety one day be turned ! 

And to go farther into this truth, snd to enter into a <de- 
tail, which renders it more evident to you ; you complain, 
in the firft place, thatyourmind, incapable oi a moment'i 
attention in prayer, wanders from it, and flies off in fpite of 
yourfell. But how can it be otfaerwife, or bow can you 
find it attentive and colleded, if every thing you dotaket 
off its attsntioo and unfettles it ; if in the detail of coodiiA 
. younever recollcfi yourfelf; if youoeveraccufiomyoitr-: 
(elf to that mental reflexion, to that life of faith, which, 
eteoamid the diflipations of the world, finds ample four' 
ces of holy refleflions 7 To have a collefled ratnd in pi^- 
er, you muA bring it along witb you ; it is neceffary that 
even your intercourfc with linners, when obliged to live 
among them, the light of their paflions, of their aozieties, 
ieart, hopct, joys, chagrins, and wretchednefs, fupply 
jrour faith with reSe£Uooi. and turn your vievu towards 
God, who alone beJlows.colle^oa of mind and the torn-' 
^uillityof pntyer. Then, even on quitting the wodd and- 
thofe worldly converfationi, wbere duty atone Ihall have- 
engaged your prefence, you will find 110 difficulty in go- 
ing 
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fag tb nc6tle& yotirlelf before God, and in forgetting tt 
'llis ^£eet thofe vain agitatioiis wbich 70U have fo' lat<ty wiu 
Befivd, On.the costraiy, the defigaa of faith which' you 
fhall there have preferved ; the bliodneft of the worldly, 
which yoa Oiatl there have inwardly deplcHred, will caufe 
yon to find new comforts at the feet of Jefui'Chriftt- you 
vrill there, with consolation, recreate yourielt'from the 
vearinefi of diffipation and ot woridly nothings ; yon 
vill- lament, with increafed fatistaSion, over' the fotly e( 
nen-whofo madly purTue dfter a vapour, a chimerical 
liappinefs, which elades their grafp, and which it ii im- 
poffible.ever to attaio, for the world in which they feek it 
cuukK beftow it ; you will there more warmly thank the 
Lord ior having with' fo much goodnefs, and notwithlland- 
ing your crimes, enlightened and difcerned you from thu 
nuhitude which mnft perilh; you will there fee, as in a 
new light, the happinefs of tbofe- fouls who (erve him,- 
and wfaofe eyea being opened upon vanity, no longer live 
but for the truth. 

' adly. You complain that your heart, iofenfible to pray- 
er, leels nothing fervent for its God, but, on the contrary, • 
a difguft which renders it infupportable. But how is it; 
poflible that your heart, wholly etagroffed with the thloga 
■ of diC' earth,' filled with iniquitous utachments, inclina- 
tion for the world, love of yourlelf, (chemea for exalting 
your flation, and defires perhaps of pleating ; how is it 
poffible, I fay, 'that your heart, compounded with A> ma- 
ny earthly afikfiions, Ihould ftill have any fedtng for the. 
thihgs ot heaven f It is wholly filled with tbe creature* ;j 
where then Ihould God find his place in it ? We cannot 
love both God and the world. - Tfaus, when the IfraeUtes. 
bad paBedtbe Jordan, and had eaten of the kuitt'Of thit 
«vtb; ^*the xoaoifa ceafed on the mecrowattertbeybad 
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•*e«l«l«friie«ld com of tke bad; ndthtr hid the chHdfCirf- 
•*of Ifntl muma any more;" at if to lhe*r that Ibeji' 
•et|1<l not eajoy at the fame titte both the beavtnly boim 
X, and that oi ibe cartb. 



I«oir« of A* world,' raid St Anpiflia, like a daUfsronr 
fcVcr, ftsdt an univeitil bitternert ihrOLigh the' bean, which 
rniden the Inviflble and eternal richei infi|rid and difguAw 
lag to t». Thai, yon never come to prayer, but with- aar 
tBfunnoaiitable difpift : Ah ! It ia a proof tha )viir hewfe 
ia dibafed : that a fecret fever, aid periiap* nnkaawn t(( 
yoarfdf, caufat it to languilfa, fapi and difgafts it ; that it 
ii cngroffcd by a foreign love. Monnt to tlw foitwoe ' o{ 
your difgufta towards God, and ef«ry thing conoefied wittt 
kim, and fee If they flnll not be fisund in the iniqattom 
attaehnentt of your batit ; fee If you are not fKH a Baw 
CO yourfelf, to the vain care* of drefi, to frivohras firieadw 
ftipa, to dangerot)>aBimoritiet, to Stcrtt Mwrici, ttf da&eai 
of nnk, to every thing around you : tbefe ate tbe fgUMel 
of the evil : apply the remedy to it ; take fomedung cvmty 
day npon yourfelf; labour fcrioofly toWanJi puriffingyvor 
kcait ; yon will then ufle the comforti and the coafoix 
tiona oF prayer ; dien, tfar world no longer angioffin^ 
your aflefUoBli you wiH' find yonr God awre worthy of 
being loved: Ire fooa ardeat^ love tbe only obje&icA«ut - 



And, after all, wnder glory here to die trtitfa :' la it nofr 
•rue, tfait the day* in wbifth you have bees mare gaarioi. 
npon yonrfelf ; the daya in which you have mide lame tk* 
erifice* to the Lord, eS your iBclimtiotu, of yaai indM 
lentie, ol yonr temper, of your »*ei£on«'; ia it not true 
that, intheladayi, you have addrafliDdyourprayentoAa 
Lord, m^^ owre pasoe,'iiNin caobbtiait. and- nun da^ 

light? 
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% onfiM, to wbom w« bave totfly' givM fame Ariku^ 
1MM*< of fiMity; pn-i^ctoMmy* woBTcia pviabtflon. 
him. wbcn wefedtbatlMbueaalvofathQafaBdjuftAh 
pfMchn agtinlt lu ; w< are tbeo '•nuoai aod under re- 

Ukffi tin fiffl fi(io«r ; «fs no Jongcr •i^n£t )nm w^h ttet 
WeiAauing bcwt. wtd that, confidence, vbjdi » coobts 
••C4 IHin M»d iiwd efoitneeisfiMcei; udtbesoRMiU*. 
if)w« w« wre under th« arwOity 4F Gufponiiig.iui divioa 
fM&iUti^ wy wuQu{l}!«euaifdt 

Tkw> wb«ii Jefus.Chiifi coomiiadi u* to.pnty, he he* 
^M .wfit Ardprisg .uf w vMbch. Hq thcTf^y dm>(» u*. ta 
iwdfrlWi^ ti)M>ngi^c«: it, die, oBlyprcpfntion to prayer;: 
tfawwlove.to pi9y. iti is aeccfitty to vwtcb f »ad :Um 
ioDdbflA for- «nd cmlolwiDOi inprpyer. sra flraated only 
t0' the racalle&ioa wi l» tb» f^cri&ces of .vigilance. I 
knew tb«t. if you do su pny. you cm never watch ovw. 
jKKufrlf and tivo helily.; but .1 likewife know, that, if 
yo4enert:n«»tb«c valance .which- cwfiei^ to live holUy., 
ym <W sever pray with. coMfon and wiA> Gpqfolauoiiw 
Pnycr.. it.i» uw, <Mam for us the grac^ pf vjgilamie.i 
bwt. it if yM nottb .trot, (hfi vigijfmce alone cw difnr, 
down upon u* tkc gift; mi. the uUge qE the prayer. . s 

And horn thence, it ii eafy to conclude, that a life oF 
dM' wodd, ey«B granting it lobe the moftiinowwat i that 
ittafyy, alileot pUaftiio, c<wtin»aL gqsiing. :diflip^iop.r 
aad theamcal amufemviW. vrhi^h yon call ia inopceot, 
when attended with naofber imm, than that -of ditqualifyr 
iog yon Edt pnyer : wheq Ud« wwtdly life,, which.youia 
flroD^ jwfltiy, ihouM cwuin noting tbor crimioat, 
iIho thM of diTfttftMc ym »tt ft^yv. pf diyiqg up y^ut. 
' heart* 
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heart, of unlinliNf your imaginitiont of WMkeDln^ybor' 
Ailb, ud'of fining yoi^ mind widi anxiety add trouble ;- 
wben we Oioald judge of the lecnrit^ of thii liate' merdjr 
irom whit you contioaally tell at, that you are incapiblc 
»f ananging-yoBrTflU for pnyer, and that, on your- putj 
it » always Bttcndad with an inftipportable difgufi and Wea- 
rinefi ; I lay, tfaat iW thefe retfoni alone, tfie moft inito- 
cent worUty life'itatifeof fin'and reprobation; alilefbr- 
.which there it no &IvatioD ; for falvation it promired fine- 
ly to pr^er.; falvation it not attiinable, but through the 
aid of prayer ; falvation i» granted only to perfeveranee 
in prayer ; confequently, every life which pbces an in> 
viojcible ohfiaclc in the way of prayer can'have no proten- 
fiona to falvatiM, Now, ywi avefsUy fanrible yoQNH Wt; 
my brethren, that a life of diApatioA, ot gaming, of ptea- 
fore, and of public placet, ptitt an eflential obfbrle in the- 
way of prayer; that it places in your heart, in youf ima* 
gination, in your fenfei, an invincible difguft at>prayei^ 
on uarettledRefa incompatible with tbe fpirit of prayer; 
you continually complain of this; yon even make ufevf. 
it ai a pretext not to pray ; and from thenf e be aflured 
that there is no falvation for the worldly life, even the 
tao& innocent ; for, wherever prayer ia impoffible, ftlva. 
tton moft likewifebe fi>. Firft reafvn of the dlfgulti atid 
ol tbe wandering* of otir prayen ; the lukewarmnrii and' 
the infidelity of our life. 

' Tbe feMnd'if, our little nTi^ of prayer. We pray' 
with dirg|nfl,'becBnfe we leldom pray. For, tfiJy, It i*- 
- the prance alene of prayer which will gradually calm your 
vind, which will in(enfibl)t baniOi Irom it the imaget of 
tbe woHd and' of vanity, which will difpcrfe all thofe 
doudf which produce all the difgufli and tbe Vanideringt 
at your pnyen. udly, , Ygu »nft afli for. a long tine bea* 

fore 
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ifore jou^-cftn'obuiD; you maA prcft, :lbli£iiti':aii even 

■iniponuii«;.'ihe fweeti and the cosfolatisn) of pnyer. are 
the frutivndtherewsidof-prayeritfdt 3^, Tberemnft 

<be,faauluu-Hy. in order to fiad pleafute in it. If yon fel- 
dpta pi^/i the Lord will be a ftnnge and an- unknowD God 

•to you, as I may fay^ liefbre .whomyou wiU fed yourietf 
einbaiTaired, and ufidcr a kind of refitaint ; with .wbom 

.yoa will nevei espcripnce ttwferoverfiowii^t of bean, 
.Out fwcet confidence, that holy frccdDnii which faniilJari- 
.ty .alone bcftowi, and which confiitutc the whole ptrafure 
of tJK divioe iniercourre. ; God rcqnirei to be known, in 
«rder to be .loved- The world lofes by bebg examined ; 
,the furface, a|id the firft glance of it, are alcnie fmiltng. 
^!>earch deeper, foA it ii bo looger but emjHinefi, vanity, 
aaxioul care, agitation,- and milery. But the Lord tnaft 
be tafted, fays the {ffopbet, in order to feel how good he 
JM, ■ The more you know, tbe notre you love him ; the 
fDOre you unite yourfelf to him, the more do you feel that 
there it no t(ue happinels on iba earth, but ^at of koow- 
iog and of loving him. 

. Itistheufe, therefote, of prayer, which alone can ten- 
der prayer pleafing. Thui wo fee, that thegenerality of 
perfoai who complain of the difgufb and of the wander- 
iags of their praycn, feldom pray; think thit important 
duty iuifiikd, when ttiey have bellowed upon the Lord m 
£ew hafly moments of tboughtleflhefs and reltraint; for> 
lake it on the firft fymptoms of difguft; make noexcrtion 
to reduce and to lamiliarife their mind to it j and iar from 
confidering prayer a* being rejidered only more neceflary 
to them, by their invincible repugnaace to it, they regard 
that very repugnance as a legal eicofe, which difpcnfiH 
ikffo altogether from it. 
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But tev find tipMta tktwoM, yoa mil bjr, tcdnlJi 
fe long Md fo infjUcM aa ufe of fayer f You, my 49mf 
Imie^iiotfiadtiiDctopr^? But wherefore U lime gi*«4 
to yen, but taettnu of Oed to forget your crnaei, M 
look open you with tya oX compalBoo, ud to place yoo 
one day umb^ the number of hi*, faoly I Ydu have oOt 
tuao topmy,? But yoa have ttettiae, tbrp, tvheaChrifi. 
.Inn ? For, a man who piay« not, i* a maa who had nb 
God, p6 worOiip, and no hope. You have act tiart. tA 
pf^ P But pnyvr » the b^iiuung of all good } and if yiiti 
do not pay, yon have not yet perfonned a fingle wofk 
ibretcnwl life. Ah I my brethrent ii -time ever Waimia||. 
to foUcit-tbc ftvonij of the «ulb, to iapAituae the tnafleii 
to bofiegc thofe who are in place, to beftow upon pleafuKih 
or upon idlrnefa ? What afdela momantti What langutd 
«ild tirefomc daya, tfaiwigfa the men gloom which fcW 
' •ccompantet icUeneTa r What time toil in vaia c«rem«malai 
in idle convccfatiooa, in boundlefi gaming, in fniitleA 
fabjv&ioB*, in gndping at cbimcnw whtcb move liMher. 
and farther fromtul Great God ! -And time it wanted.t^ 
a& heaven of thee, to appeals thy wralh* and to fu|^i> 
caMtfaiaeetenialmcrcictl HoWhumbly, OmyGed, muft. 
falvation be eftimated, when time i« wanted to eotrtat bl 
thy mercy to favc ui I And how much are we to be de* 
ptored, to find £0 many momenta for the wcvld, dnd to be> 
unable to find a fingle ena Ear etemity I Second caaCe of 
the difgufia, and of the wanderinpof our piayen 1 the lil< 
lie el* of pnycr itfelf. 

It i« true, my bretbreti, tbat thia reafoa ia not (o gene-' 

n), but what bnl*. the mpfi faithful to pnycr, an oAe» 

finn to experience lU. thole diJguii and tbofe wattderiAg* 

of which I fpeak : but 1 fay, that tbafe difgufil proceed 

' from 
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1Mb due AtfMi of 4M],< wKiriieiBi tojiBrifyibeiiirind 
Mo kadi tbem by thu pkth, ohfy in'onler'to iiilfl hU 
McAal (M^f of merry upon-dKni'; Mnafon;- that,ciB4 
fcqqeAdy.'brfronrBet^icpidfedby whsttbey find gloDoni 
md difiigrAaBk m]m|yer,' Aey bnght to p* fe r»ere in-it,' 
4^ith>;Vte iDorc fileltty, ihtn if tfae-LordlBd' (hed upoA 
rimn'tlie mdfr^undailt and diemoATcBMIe coofoktichitj 

■ iJKjf, Becaubyoo'OUgfat-toconfideftbUe'dirgufliartM 
jaS puni6nn«itof yoilr'psft mfidelidei. It it dm rafoa»' 
Me, thn'Ood-'ntike yoo expiate- the eriiriiiial Vohiptusuf^ 
■eft ot: your weridly life by the MguAs and- the fomnr* 
4f^^tiyf Woltnafa cf ■ mn ptnmmtdoM 'Pot-' p «it ii[w yeiw 
lAiryoti, to-panilbt by- cOTporekl fuflhingt, tbr NeemiobCJ 
Aeft nf your paft muinri; ii it noC jnft tlot God-Tapfri^ 
dot, by the {nrniBnoeat, and the inward «ffii£tiom of tU 
mindf WonM ybu'fnetendto^oA tnao inflxat fron-ths 
^eafike* of ihewocIdto^ioreohgTMe; libn the viand* 
4tf EgyEit, to the latlk' and honey of tbe hud oi prantfc^ 
withont die Lord having firft madc^ yoA to under|p>-tlM 
tncieBneTi and the- fctignei of- the dricrl ; aad, in a wordy 
that he fiioiild mw cbaftifethe-delt^s. If I may vcntvm 
wriyTol-of gmbt -hbt by thofeof virtM. - > 

tdty, You- have fo lon^ refttfed- yanrlW to God,'in 
Ipkd of ' tha' toM lively mfpiratitms of - hit grace, which 
RcaUcd you to 4ic> truth and to the-ligbt; yod have fc> 
l<Mig Infieied him to knocJt at the piBt ofyoarbon he^ 
lore you opened it to him ; you have difputed, llru^led 
i^nft, wavered, deterred fb much, befuie you gave vour- 
iMFtohhn; Mtt'not juft tlMtlifc>l<»« foa to foHctt for- 
foine time befeve be give UaiUf vto -jwti -witb alt tbe c«m 
MMioM of hitgntt? The detoyt ud tiwcnr^uip of «hcl^ 
Lordat^tbejuftpBBifbDieot of yoiir.ow& . ... 

Vol. I. ' B3 But. 
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1^ sft-KMaiT Kin. 

Butt tfrail adnUtiiv AM re^Mik to Wkftwa'ght^ 
lK>w«b]roalaidtr'if the' L6c4 tfaenbi^ ndu nM 4* itendtr 
iMi I liliiniiil ■wlillii [■[■ Ti niiiii m whiiili W n \ i<M ( hiii hia 
»ora batdalMyiM, »1 to bcMife Jlto faTVtdc:7 lof ]r«a* 
loogiop fw'AM aMintri coKUnr when tratb, fiKD iNottai 
iKf, w«U «IW«^i af^a^; kivBty, bMBufe w« finU fat k 
laob a^ il w } How -dA you know if be dkntb^ mMn ndl 
to infpin you with now compusflioii lor your {wft crinei, 
bf nnklag yoa IdnfifcH K tver^ mooMntt irf tSe oMnra- 
ttMjr Md dtfgoawbiih thuy bair* Uft in ytmbtmiofO^ 
tnik and CO ri^tUeufadt ? LMfi Hoto' db fM fa)04% 
if «be Lord ntau wMt 1^ ttuf* di^Ali to perM ik {Wn 
iaS«aiio«af whrU «^m ytt be too .byAnn ia ybdr^otyP 
If Iw mow itot to cAaUiOi your viitutf ' apon dm wuk 
which ik'ilw^ tki (um, muI Ml apn Jndiilatita itot 
bacy, which iacfbaUy cioagti upea ndet wbithaife 
cMRiri, itid not i^aa canfohlioBi whiitv Me liwiflMry ) 
■{ma liiih wfaicb ocvrr biU to Olcrifice fbtf vifible fir 
ibe iiurlfihle richcif aod aet upon inrting which Ioit4» 
M dw worid:atanft tho bate tmpJrC'dtit gnoe hMh 
aim fOBV hout f A pwty wholly ol bacy gon«iboctwaft 
if oat fufinafld and confinned by tba truth. It it dwign> 
ous.io let our 6MltydkftBd apoa ibe(celiqg dirpMidoai 
of an heart which ii never an inflint the faiDr, and upoa 
which cvary ^jofi-nakcs new improfitdii;. Tha'do- 
4iei which only ptcafe when tbey coDroki'domtpki^ 
hmg; and that *in«e which k folel^'Jonndtd ov faacf* 
can aerer fofiajn iiMf, beoaufe it ntUotdf upon «■*■ 
fc)m. •■ ■ 

' For, aAferally i( ym HkIt oaty the Lofd in your pmydt. 
prnnded that the wi^ 'by -which he Indk-yoQ ceodaA m 
fain, it oagfat ta»Utor liute to you whacher it.be by tint 
of difguJla or of - soaft^lonk, for« btvg tbt Pmtttt it 

ought 
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fMir<M>iiK;t«' «mQ Btofft aU^ ftioqi Mtvlw iniMntf of 
JWM KaMKrorsarAipparlof' ywr.iwrtiftft; faiih ia*cft»' 
img. yoMlhat pnjnr, cwo.idhen'HaaBpAnM wMt-tfairik 

Aacoi AciuM tibfii, and i» «i|iiMlr>^<«ptaUe to. (£qA 
l»tbM in wi6ck AoMla cMlMMi0U4M<faHs4t :Wliit4f 
Xbifi ihtt it. sogr twctaae cwnnorrngraeaWB tft tkf 
l4)n}t thtf>Hs)i,7»iir.t«atrHMf nit Ibc rfifteuliWi wbilA 

yAii'tlMraelMMHiMKifaiiA H*ebirig:jio<ifcbHu yofiAigtit 

AnfiUCMtrtawB^ flf^rlnfeji vootti-ndt bs God vha« 
yMiifugbt, bvtjniiHiivai t It WMii4->tMt:)>Gi(rttaHiL ricJiM 

r TJrtuu ke.vl)sai9wik««]ri*lMiact«!liii»Mme,.iniMic 
dKivotatniof l*«liM^t^^ftitfafu>4<^^»r>r> «>*4 ^'*^ 
tmlika*u oS iid^i¥9 r«> wiN «n4.feU:thg MftljUtoiMd 
uiA .itiidcnd Mfy> : if » .toitr. ptoyrt: jtf ' wv: tbiMffk 
Jtayer Mtooe ttMt-i]be.pu)itkaiii«nd:the>fiii&kl nJnmM Mill» 
gnl]p*>.obaiivdfeefai0 of luitoiiUMAiMVt ftrid Art 8iw«;af 
««lM#oiigli ^RhcBTft ind jM^tri4,tfart«nl)rfaiDVta*i 
*lN.did7 patb. of hgfatcourtwb. tf jti^UNWi^ Aiilprji^'f 
{Kriewniicc in Jiithi«M ia pie^ it pfvniilb] futly to yti^ 
mr-i wai bfAmtit^a^ lint .Jd^ dMtJDMvitf. tfatt TeUw 
f cdfcTTdd.ttthe end, U you ImMbAfiBoerk* andynw 
duty does aot permit yea to vnMnw .fomMi imm tbe 
fight of their irregularitiei and example, pray : the greater 
the dangm, the more necefliuy doei prayer become ; and 
4hfttbaM«lu)dren in the fiame*. and Jonah in the belly of 
a noofler, looad laftty only through prayer. If the en. 
gaganenuof youi birth, orot yonr ftattoo, attach you to 
the couit or k(i^ pray : Eflher, in the court of Ahalue. 

rus. 
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8e» ■BftHON «III< 

nu; TitnitA OnlbM-at Cariiu, the pr^pbeM to A^ palaeM 
of tlw king>«F'Ifnclt were (tAdf iadefated to fOfttiot 
tiHir iife and falvgirien. ' If you ,Uye in rediemcDt, prsy ; 
folitude itfelf -beeomti a rack,, it a continual intercpuris 
withCodddeS'notdatend uiagai»ftourletv««; aodjudilbt 
nitwrecrrcyofiji^^ufes andtbtf widow AnnJBlUe 
tcnlpfe, udtke AadMoiei ibthe dircrt, foaad tfaefittit&iii 
the iMurity^ ' tfanr mnM in^mi^iir t^nne. ■ If eUaUifiA 
«d in the ciuiTclk tot the ioftnl^ion of dfepeoide; )tny. 
■II die power ■aii<'«H the 'f it#*eft-»t )WBt> »i iM fti y miift-dri 
pend upon your-ptaytn; aHd-^apoUn cbnvettedltbs 
UniVerfe releljr becaufe tbey bad appropiiAed MXfaiil^ ti* 
ibeinfelvef but prayer and the preaching o( the golpdt 
Laftly, Be wh<»h you mayi I again repeat k, in prt^pttt^ 
or in wdigoiice, iotjoyor io4ffiiAioo,'in trooble or-itf 
peace, in fervency or in defpondency, in luft or in the 
VaysioE ligbfeoumeft', advanced ia-vinue/ or ftiU in -the 
^ftepi of penitence, pray : pnyerit-tbe fa&ty of aO 
ftationc, the- cbnlblation of all (oofomi, the doty of all 
coBftititiM, the :rinii of piety, the- Tuppott of hitlt, the 
grand Caundniui: of rdigion, and all teltgion. itfelf. Q. 
tay^God! flwdthofiwpenufdiatfpiiuof grace and of p(sy;« 
•rwfaicfc waatohe tbediftinguifbiaginvk of ttty churchy 
and- the poitioo ^f -a new people ; ' and purify oar headi 
andourlipi, that we maybecaaMed tO-offecupto Mkn 
fan 'hdHKigc>» fervent' fighf, mod prayeri wo^y ti :lhf 
Mcrpal riches which thou haft So o&en<pnHBtfsd totbofc 
yAa Audi han well entreated theau 
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.. SERMON -XIV. ;■:. 

I- . ' -- li ■ I-- 

*■ ■ ' '-MATrHnrT/^g. ■ 

T^KinekeindHMltkMh:ttinJHd. Tko* Jkttlt totie ikf 

^ niighitntr and hate tlUitt Humy f But I Jky ' unto you: 
• love yimreuemtf. ' 

It is commoniT' believed that t degree of indulgence mat 
eaurionliad'^teeniiWby the Iqjillaior of'thtf :Jew*i in 
publiOiing the law'on forgireneK df irijurin,' thk obKged 
to acconimodate' it, in fomcnfi^tEk, to Ari weakncTv of i 
cafn^ people,' ah'd Mberwifif p^rfrnded that, ol'aH"#it«i«; 
that of'loTin^an enemy -was tKe'ntoft dlffitfnh-totltt'liearc 
of man, he vrit TatisfiecT witb r^linihg and preKrfbing 
bo'undt'fof rerenge. ' It'wn otiiyitt drderto prevent *gfte 
"txciffes, fayt' St. AogulKn; that be meant to giveitithorftf 
to fmaller oiits. The law, Itki:at)-the othen, IM iirratiCJ 
lity, its goodneft, its jnftice ; bit ft wu iMher kn eftab^ 
fiOiment of polity than a rule of piety. It wtt' chleulated 
to maintxin the internal tnnquillity of the Ibt'e ; but it 
tieither totiched the hntt, -norftruck at the root of hatred* 
and rerenge. l^e only cffcft propored was either to reftniu 
tbeag^ffbr, (i^threatenti^hiniwith'tfae Tame poiriAment 
with which be had grjeved bit brother, or to put a dKck 

upon 
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jg^ « s jt u « k xtr. 

«poaUMirritMi«n^theofieni)e(l,by lettjngtrim {eetbtt. 
if be exceeded in the busfodtmiiequtred, he cxpofod faim- 
SM to ttndergoili the furpliu of hu revenge. 

Pbilofo^ben, in their morality, bed ilfo pbeed the fiar*. 
givenefarfinjurieufcW^ tfKyiiiirAaf-ol tjrtnei ; but ifait 
WM a pretext of vanity, nther than the rule of difeipline* 
U U becauffr|tTtngcf«eTiM^'fo;theio to fafrjr dpng with it 
CiMitethiog, I know not wh»r, of mean aad peffioMle. 
which " tiirriT iirfgnfri ihi ptiuk wd the pretMl 
tnuuiaillhy of their f^ : (hM it appeared difgniceful ta 
thrm 10 be unable to.rifefifNnm M4n ii^ioy. The for- 
givaicb ot their encmie* was fotely fooaded, thcnUoMw 

i^M *teoiM*«B^iti!whRb«tiiinrh^'M>t(9* ■Vt'y «r<tivt 
fd tbcflktrlycK ty .A^f^ajiuw <f«*fifle t tdd padrHafUIr 
give up (be pkafaic of hurting thofe ifhoj^ye tajoredei^ 
fortbe plesfure which wu Aiund in defpifing then. > 

. .Bat ito.. Uit. at dm ffifytit ufoa lov)utg |0« leoemicK, 
>iit>«r. fcHeiy pride nw tj^w* felfJoye. Iivtbe foigive;- 
»efe «f .ii^BH^ ■w)JM n g<>ogttfoin4cmaify the Cbrifiiayi^ 
^1liie-4)0(ilo)auon sf i fff ii prin t Jcfiu Chnfl., aftd ti( «bey^ 
ing.ltiMt,hi*t the iclwoK, which, in an enesty,. prove t^ 
UAW lir«<hqri but the h^pe o£ netting, .bcfow the £ier- 
M^ 'Ji>dfl0> ' «4kh the ,Imm' iRdttlgeiKe vbicb be OiftU Jh^ 
iifed tflVfanlti Bwih j^aidiing ought to liaait bin tn biy 
dwttytifeHt ^barilv ttftif, which Iwhno bouoi^^ which 
esctpu fia^ther- placet, dmot aorparlooa, which oo^ 
iwyitF <» he euinguiSied^ , And, Ihmild the fdifian of 
CtnftivwJwvjcva other pToot agunft uDbeljdt .than, the 
RMiaieflicvat4oae£ihti.ini3uai, it ironld riwi^< btve-thi» 
piie-tniBepcc in £m£Hty. and conjcquutiy .in apfwcitt 
tnMii DVflrfUtbe fefii which have-«ver ^pgpud upon the 
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. htt4i lUtfaU. ibcMfMft, rtieiMrivw: hhI ihi nklM «#' 
ikis citaiial poliit of ike ■)** ; ilie«w^M, fe/vlMMhingt 
At e^uiiy ^ cb« -pn<«^ ilirMigh itw vai*f pMMm nMdi 
Iten lo t>f>^eii| ibt rahti. by layiig «pMi tdt lllufMM 
«hAH-<irtiieV«Vi»y OM juAiSfs MiriaiOltitlwIVMitaAiaui 
tflWUu li^ihe iiijuttMtrf MtiautSt, tMitmUintf 
■F««rt«e<Miti)ltMtb^. ..„;■■- .1 

Ift'Meh Mher^ -tiNl'b)> Krb)«li ii« fctinet! afl ImtHM'ttMotif 
illil ft««ndAipt, tre Hacfi tafA^, iMi VaMty, ^Kneyi 
W« Mliw I e«rMin j^wpeHfttV of ti auk,' Miieh 'ieitig iM 
•MA of' Mr fiMttng, in (btae t>«riofii, t j^reaierfittiUirity 
lo DOT own inohnUibni. pertwpi ilfo gretter allowaficct 
foirAUftiilti, bJadiMtd ihein, M)d:o««kIitHw\i«tt»fiid, 
lAtbtfrfbewty, •cottfoH'Wbtetr'bWioimtinttinefiritoihat. 
•I Aer«fat»f iMn. CufHi^^ ■■VMtik. 4m uMvi'^imitx 
ttwb the tnotnem ihttt iJieyare atctSltyutc/at ^kicTtti* or 
MHitr toWiata*, 4hn y *fe<wiii'W< Hh y of^Mf f riwrfftii^ V HxR-i* 
«ll1kigtandribnti«dtlM)M}arity«flteim; tha ilttoi'v^ik* 
tMtkT'Dt'jioweiltt), a»«'^iiil(IU)r tiMfibMled imiv^BaiRiM 
tobiA^emlM ufc •ppUVfflly wateUt.- Mi4-lifi«B<l» tmawtt 
««Ming. wkvnwfr can piy ^ fiitnlfti^ of fhofoiwho 
liHM iMv liAftly. Virtliy. PMfiMk wfao t)o w 'bonoM 
are alway* dear lo us ; il wwli Hem thst, lb )otf)iig«1i«hir 
w« enter, as it were, into partaerlhip with them, in that 
dlfUiiQioh wMttli riiey ofljoy i)ii'tlW' woHill w« iMi.- to 
ttet^MrfcVMCwIiMiflaftOMitheirrajHttatton; in^, ba^ 
!lig«]aM«t»«ndlitlWirib«A, W!« fftMe ourieNM itathetii 
£>H«ty',iinoMl«ptolurv«-it'(tep<p*Mth*t,« lult, ilMMr ta 
Hot iMch-bciwjiit ur, and iltat 4ike-)«ta» Mfee. 

Theliem ibBthmigi«aK<iM04-|iiHMn1i>«i«^i- it««J 
gfon and charily unite •ttnoft Ii«be4y i and from dicrK« ir 
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li, tbu frmb d» monKot meii <$§e!ai Dur.fantoj', ilm tkf 
ar« Un&Tourable .toow iiuefelb, oiUiat tfaey woMk^ottt 
reputation and our vanity, the baman and brittle tiei wjii^ 
vnited us to them are broken .afander ; our beatt-wuhdfwrl 
^m them, and no longer findi in itCetf, with.rcfptA to 
them* bnttoimofity and bittemeft. And' beboM chetbraB 
moll general Tources of thofe batrqdt whicli pes; nvurlfli 
againA eacb other ; which change all the fweeti of fociety 
ntaendJcfs inveteraciei ; whichempoifonaUlliedali^ieof 
converfations, and all the innooeocy of mutpal iatvoourffti 
and wbich, atucking rdigion in the heart, severthelsft 
pierent themfelvcs to ui under appeanncei of equity 
which juJliiy them in our eyes, and flren|tbBn tu in tbeo. 

. I lay, from the moment diat men ofliind oar'faooy^ 
and this it the firft pretext, and tbie firft.fourceof oar 
withdrawing from, andof ourhatredragainH'Our bretfaie*. 
Vou fay that you cannot accord wtth> fncb- a perfon ; -cb^ 
every thing in hnn ofiend* aJKldilplcafei you ; that it u^m 
antipathy which you cannot conquer; thataU his manoan 
teem falbioned to irritate you ; tbat-.to Im bin wouU aa- 
fwer the fole porpofe of au^nenling the naturBl averfion 
which you bavetohim; aad-tbat DBture.bath placed with* 
in UI hatreds uid likiugs, confQnnitier and avArfioMi-for 
which fhe alone is to beaniwmble. : 

. Tbthislmightato^ anfwer, by elabl^iig'thefeuii* 
datioAs of the CbrilbaD do&riae upii» loving o«ir brethren:;: 
It that man, in confequence of diTpleafiBg, and being 
difagreeable to your fancy, lelt-your brother, child of God. 
citizen ot Heaven, memberof Jefas Chrift, and inheritor 
of the eternal promifei ? Doth bii humour, his charafier, 
whatever it may be, efface any:Oae of tbpfe «uguA traO* 
which be hath' received upon . the lacied foqt, which 
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irUitiiouglittoictkl^hiM'^sair and rtfpcAalfle Myou?- 
Wtieh JHii* Cbrift CotfaUdD Js m to' bveowbrethrca M 
6atMvif», dotb'lKiAeanio nahf a precept WliiebcoAi no^ 
tbinjt iid ^ Marti A(t ^H th^iilfihdeiH bt'whieh wafdaml 
aeMi«r diaeuhy tibi- hatxtaiif i> Ah I> Wtwt occblkiii hod 
h^to eoMManA- M to- lovfe flw bvethneB. if, in viitM of 
dtat ^omoiifidncntt we w«r« obl^giedio Itfrftltmlytbffe tw 
whom we fMl k imatal itacy iaaiiaiMtmUm, Tbtf.heaM 
ImthiMoeiftfioii, «B itii* pdiiKt-for precept; it-isitiOMra 
ilrtr. The f»«K|H itveu fufkfxiEEi » dilBcalty <ul Mir 
|UBi: Jelui Chriflhatb,.tlt|r«foK:, Ehm^mi, that ti wj»iilit 
be bard upoA m to lov« our bivthreii'i' dbt we ObosU; Jul 
wldiiii tit adtipathieskitddifiiknwbiBb woutd^'ifitWnvat ' 
Iromthwl'; indbchoU'wliyhfehatliatUolieiirAitacb toefit 
to ih)> oMervUiK of tbii Gngte point, abMlbgttbfo often 4m- 
Clu«d toiH tW) to^bferVettt w« X^«bUr««tbe wbolt 
U«K Avtffion M 6trr bretfareh, iar theairotn juftityifl| 
«ur efirangemiuit Irom them, tendcn to ui, on the concnrfV 
the obli^on of loving tbem more precile, and pUcet ut 
^rfmiaH^ ia4b> cifeof thepr^c^' 

I But txiflte, ought »Cht«tiaa to bt M^ldted by hatf 
Wid -bofflour, er by tfae principles bt watoit, t>t faith, of 
Wtlgion; and of gtacC f Aod Sticc when 'n the naRini 
Hnsy, whtdi wea/e eomimndetf bjr the gofpel (o c^pof^ 
ttecome a pritrilege tHtich di^nfes xm froth kmU* 7 If 
ttlK A^M^iVK feh ior dutiet were a title ot exemptioi^ 
where i« AfC htoliever wbo would not be q«it of the irfcolfe 
.itnt, and who woidd not find hiijoftificatian and bit iao*- 
ceocf^, f n -propottioti as be felt a f'nfaier degtw of eorrupb 
. ^n ia bis bent ? Are otir fancies our law ? Is reltgioa «ik- 
^ tM rdppoM, ud not the renWdy of Mrui« l' Is it noi • 
veskn^i^ «v«ji ia the «)-«< of the WorH. tt ftfiilM «)«■ 
V«L. I. C 3 ^ flepr 
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tepi MoA Mr {emilifaiu, «ir luttctla M qar Ipveioifa^ 
fDCD. merely upon the c^rices of • fancy for which we 
cm give ix> rcafon ourfelvea ? Do men of !)«■ defcriptioR 
do great credit, I do oet&y toreligion, but to humanity i* 
And >re tbeynot, even to the world itfrir, a fpefUcle of- 
coptenipt, ofdetiCon, aadof cenAire? What a cb»o* woul4 
loctety be, if, foocy alone were to decide upon our dgtiei* 
«nd upon leciprocal attentions, and if men were to beuni'i 
.led hjr no other law ? Now, if the rule* even of lociety, 
exafi, that fancy alone be not the fole principle of our cod* 
4)t& iDwardi the rvA of men, (hould the gofj^l be more 'ml 
dulgent. oa ibM point ?. The gofpicl, which preaches only 
bU-denial ; which oveiy where command! ui to do vto* 
leoce upon outfelvet, and to ftrive. againfl our fancies wij 
onr afie&iona ; which demands that we a£l tbrou^ vif w| 
iuperior to Se(h and blood, and that we bcGtate npt. tp, /«• 
crifieetotbe hn£Uty of , 'ajth, and to the fublimity of i^ 
jrulet, not:«nIy our caprice^, but ourniofl legal jacljna* 



Xt i< thererore abfiird, to alledge to tu •n.averiioB.tp 
jonr brother, vhicfa is itfelf your guilt. I might further 
^ : Yon cOnpbio that ymir brotfaer is difpleafing to 
you, and that it is not poflible for you to bear witl), or Xq 
be in agreement with him ; but do yoti fuppofe, that you 
yourfelf are dilpleafing to none ? Can you guarantee t^ 
flM, that yon ^re univerfally likedi-aod that every. one ap- 
plauds and approves you ?. Now, if you exafi, that every 
ibkig ofienfive in your manner* be excufed, upon the good^ 
veb of yourbeart, andonaccQuntof thofc eflential q^i- 
fie$ upon which you .pride yotiflelf ; if to you, it appear 
unrcafooable to be offended at nothings, and by certain 
/allies ol which we cannot always command ; if you indft 
upon being jvdged by tbe confe^ueacf, by the ground- 
work. 
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MiKcitnuiuror iKjmn. • ^ 

VI>r£i hf the iffikffde <rf yoor lentfanenti and ccntefi, 
and not in coiifrquenceof thorebumoan Wfaicblbmcdmdi 
involilntarily ercape you, nul upon which It h very difli* 
tiih td be always guarded againfi ooe'i fetf : ban the iMXOf 
feqiiiiy for yourbrodier; apply the fiuae rale to youHclf) 
War with bim as you have occafion to be borne' with your 
Mf ; and do not jufiify by your eftraiigement from faimt 
the nnjuft aTcrfioni which may be bad toyearfelf. Anft 
ithit rule it fo much the more equitable, as that yon have 
Mlyto call'ydnr eyes upon what ia cooiimuilly paling in 
ibe world, to be cobnoocd that thofi- wbo arc loitdet 
M immpeting forth tfae>laulb of their breithren, are- tbv 
vary periboa with wbon nobody' can agree,' wfao-^rc thil 
pefts of Tecietiea, and a grkvance to Uk nft vS- ideiK ' ' ■ 

''-Ahd I might htie dctBuid^ of you,' niy.dearhiweri: it 
ttiit priticipte of contrariety,' which renders your brotMv 
bi iofuppoTtable to you, be not more ib yoDpfalf; Ifaat'iit 
to^^f inyourpfide, in tbecaprictonltielrof yourUMipert 
in the contrariety of: your chaniAer, then ittthst ; demand 
<tf yod, if all Av world -fee ib him.' what yon bdieve tv 
fteyoorfelf; if Ini £ciendt,hisKlatioiii,.hiaiMiiutei')aak 
npOn him witb Ai fame.eyei >tbtt yott do? Wbtt do I 
t:nowt I might demaB(i-«ryou, if that: wbich 'cKfptc^M 
yoa in him, be not perhaps his good . qualities : if his fif 
lentk, bia itpootionk lus credit and hit fortkine, have ttoi, 
^eibapi a greater Aare in your averfion, than his ianhi t 
andit it be not his merit fir his rank. Which have fattb^rtii 
in'yboT light co^Aituted his whole' crime, ' "We are fol 
eafily deceived in tin* poitK * Envy it a paffion fo ma&ed/ 
and-foantnlitt difgutfoig. itfelfl As Utercia fomcthing 
mean and rafcally in it, and as it is a fccret confelEon 
made to t>url*lves dt on own mediocrity, it;, always Qwws 
itfeif a « uader JbicagB outfidcit which. coDpktety cpnn 

ccal 
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taiataUUiofe^.iKha«itfaiiTiAis|Mfi.ftr#ih»AiAI)witb ta»aa«fik 

|«ni find nn«ble,^oaly ib«fe wkti J»vftJK>t}Hag W Mtftfift 
ptitkyou; ilbiK:Jlll. who rife s^oyii/grwe «irfip,ri¥M(t 49 
yooi .ccafinm.»ai birt jtoa^.«Ml.thM,tQ.',bHrc * fiI|Nnfk.<il 
pour iricAdikip, i^i4 i)ecfi&ry^fa*«t90i»«MKt;4«yWR 
^MteafiosftMCapttfiftnaito.' . . -..v :r-'.:..v.: r-i; - i • ''i 

. iM I^ JtiU bonbet. uA hmtnttyento-UBiiiDdp^nm 
Jidndt yaur.ta>Um*to.hiv«.aan{Milu<hMey(ja^#u9pt 
cufe hitp of'faavingt -Aiaal YoHBitib (umIa iHid (if 
friciu%-«pwai«U dKifi!.>fn]MLwboMiJ7Miiaii9eft yanr ^fvy 
tune md yota. WUUifluncat,. m^ wboie ttaper* ihwigjllii i 
iief>, and manners Ibock you I You bear with all their 

iaa^ualiiia aui.cafticnr. • Yov. .ut.:arilfr ^^mtHamit 
TDur patirncflifl alvnft ffoata-Omo yaas: aai^ptli)^..^i4 
fWK wipngiwirtoo, JtlJ.yoii nt^aft ■ia«^ynfpif!afr , .<Ah.t 
H ymi lepgAei qroiv >Milfa«i, M:iie i^WR whamdef^p^l 
«ienHd iiilvBtiaiu Ai* In kr^wfaomiym aBfct6ilei^4ttMeflv 
a^ for siB»Dae!of.-dirt, 'aodiani oaeititifc.eftibliihwmti 
ftut £or dw'fdrtaiieieveli'tif ^mrciainil^ Aroiild'T^u 'Mi 
Imrt witli ve^vd to li^;t}ie'>ca)Mitir.-iof ymi^ bM^iX 
Woold yDB«ot.oaBqncr-tfiaDnjaftian|iyadiysfijnhieAraB4- 
gnjcmtTominmi 'Ko^iyoSUkr'taiaaciiiiBupafim^ 
j«Dr ■AcUnatioM itKuodim wiA- jvuFdM-nalanlf flrfta^ mi 
mAaiugufaa jtmOtM.iatvMwi lB)d^fo.,naeflaqr..a:^4•Ht 
knee? You bear «itfaBveiytUng^kirlJR->WDiiid aod'M 
Ttttky ; aiidytMk ay eot, invr hardj; (i«m the Bomenl'tlM 
9 fagk'paiaful piiK4nliag-U exik8itd|£:yau fa^Mecittr~ 

JkadftyoMthtt dim an caprin* df' aaiiiae«-<rf.wbi0br 

. . oE 
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» ■Ocl'^iUngk • i gifesf;^ to ji MftWp'iKltMt 

■hn)«.^to;yiii thttor ^ WMc i i m .'ofiMtiirr.' -Tfce i^p«( 

Um, thai yoa excafe him, that you conceal his iwlu, 

4«B ti-^e>au^> and rK4lB4c:«(a^iwvL-re4.aBd,Mfa^ 
tmmii. ' )Fto4>iwu7 ir ■oviibiitflj' i^ttgjqf . :«pd '.c^»)t 

MUiti-MPBiiMaelta^'biUidw jj|lft«ft#f ,'wfa(yq.it,k)v«4.} 
1m:ief"nnmkfn»t.»ffaiAtfmef'tiimg, a loftvarprpccedt 
iM|r, (ir>li%Nf(^ uid<dmiif<i&fa*6ipeffiort«:^«tfh-( fjui-t 
«y'lb*ti «Mriy"tia oMti.»«n«naeiij<qr| «iicl-#ha(ify.y^dctb 
BoUuBg unift, and faSercA every thing for wfaoi;» » Ipv-^ 
«th ; lancy it blind, and aftm rciidcn even the vices of' 
■tfw AfAfaMO' a< a w h toi t»wiWiMiaHy"npwffgiv«h^pnufc 
^ btqi£ty„.riiid!ia.4Arr|'yJw«tb'<pofy t^4,trfl^. Xh^ 
fcitnintf jncaAM ttmoforei HHVb n^pre H>;bcie)ied oof 
tbui dfcfe al.Mt«f«>: IHm. fWie i>acy.;wiiu:^jUB^,the. 
■MBrfnii'M »feW. aMmMttW-fftprf tjirfwife Qt ■fcjfratia^ 
dwmii-ltitt-thoiUHiifivmeil.b)' iskiaritf, ^v^y f^wF- 

..'fiqf^uzlte Qrft.-l«ttne.i«tn<)iV:Pvi>8A..a!)d. ofiOfin tw-. 
tkflAs>'lh*'riiiJDftitC4 and .tHu ca^pipufnefi ft^ ,o,)ir ,f)n)cy.. 
SotevB i> AttlEcMnil : ^ii^iwfhJi^iM iqqqt. .fonq^-tUa. 
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|Af ' -'.'■!«'Itl^«lr-xnr.^ • 

fitch if Mifi bah iieg?«Aed ndUihf to t-Bb ^t'IAmIiK 
hu bMo ite meui orbMlingyotirfottusei' timtht'zmtb 
ftaiuNjr «xcitM TemtJoM ibMceM"«|tiatt fy*a;"tlMt-7(M 
in^hin an infupertb)e^iin|p«fimeiitiii7»arWB}i,"«idtfatt - 
fcif diffieuk w love raeaeiBf'ib best on' iBpinlig'3P«m« 



-' But grantSn^tlMjMlt fpeftAsinuh, Iui{w^ti»y«a: 
to all the etfaer Hit wbicfaiybur brotber imh caafc^v ymct 
iriiy flMftitd yoB oM tlnr of hating hm, vrhieh is -ttw gnati- 
•ft oC di, fiuce ttt thd otbtn hne' tended tomvfflt^faiMV 
you dn!f SeettDg tnd friratoorricbes, w^leiUi «;tfa« 
caoTe of Ttiia'to-y««r fouU Md^dcprivn yoa for cT«t«f 
ydDr daim to ab ianooml' kingdom P la tatiag ' hiiDt .|(Oit 
injure yourfdfmoch wore tkaa 'all .to miliyii^y wiA teft.- 
pefi ttf yea could wmdO': be faith ufiaiftoct die patfinwijr 
of your htfacn ] it nmy beloic iodi in order-'to .uniigl 
youifelfi'you fenouncethr ItUmiitticea^tlie htattaly^^ 
titer, and the c«rml pMriwmy bf jelbi CML ¥•«- 
tike yearnvrage then upon y«irUf ; ud^ im<iri^._-tM 
confi^ yonribU for the ib done to jroH by )aMr hnibn* 
you provide for yourMT one wiibaitt' •nd-aad ividUffc' 



' And miHtovnr, Doetyoar hM«t'towarltfyovcbcdthet. 
reRoie any of tbofe advantagdw^k he-bath ImtchoA 
from yoo7 Does it neliome your c'ondiiiMi i! WIM ds 
you rap from your auiuinity ttid'yoiir'MMahB"f''ib itK^'- 
ing him, you fiy that you eonfole yoUiMf ? ond-tUitt 
the only cotifolitkita 1^ M ym. " WhW « aoBfbl«ii<n^ 
great God I ii that of hatred, that ii to fay, of a gbosy 
and tinibdx paSos, which gatftit thfe be^, flMdi aagdih 
and forrowthreogfa outfcivei, lltdbegiiU'by puoiftitigiDd. 
rraekrfbg 111 mifmhle t ^yhit' a cruel ple^ure ii Am o£ 
hKfkg,'Att il «d^y, ottalvaigMtfet iMHtrM lMdiof> 
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«}lMrtMcijUiai4llwd.of «v^3liDg p»e'i fqlf L Aad an-ysotl 
mot woidiy of pity, to feek a rdbnrcv in yoer evili, . which 
■■fwcn no pwpofe but tte «i demifiag, by hMitd. # 

• • Sol ietsw: MHife tbw hmmt bwgMi««, : ml. %iqpk , dMt 
•f llw..jtoQr|i b> wrhich ««t moutbi are cMfacffted. 
li.yW-.warct^riAvVt'Biy-.deapbMKr.; tf^yqn.M a«t 
MlfaHb»ifMffMB.hMwgibofewbaia God bath, aaje io- 
4|!VMeliU(.iB.Maftiiv your Itofc* and yaor pfojeiQt of fbo- 
Mwe. lyoa wMtdj«gM<lftl9n.«s ifac Jipftrwww of .Qqdfa 
nnciMtbpBB your foul, utbcouaifiora ql your, iap^ifi^ 
arty»«> M^^A* M ufl ** rocfct. wbivkJitn ben Jte! «ww 
Mf^bffH^yoafnMblbipwtcck. YoawwldbtvftbMn IcA 
i»xradit)wA:io.rievMitithj .ywi.irotiMctlieii tuM^vjiafkAml 
year .G«d ; ypiirMibiMoo wooid bavo-infmafn) vitbyow 
<K«ii|e, Mi4 death wou)4 bavc (vrpriMjHtuia. th« YO^tw; 
gltbe^^ieTUaf .p«$c»ii»id.or,bvnaqefi|w£U«ciM' Bui* 
io,or4rF to'fivf y«Mr TohI, .tbeika^jin, his, great, nftrpy, 
l»ih.DitMjlpebAacki wbkihhvveAoptycMtcfnufej He 
hath ^nployed ancnvioo* perfoiit a rival to. fu[tp)a»t yt^m 
to keep y9u at a dinaoce from favoun, and to place hin- 
f^ih^iv-yot aBitbefiwipice, into wbifh>y«a was 
maviog: b^MUoog. fprfiraitftfitriQi: He .h^.fiAeowl«4k 
Hi nuiy (ay. .bja a^bkioo t kf luth fanmnl bii Atfigwi; 
mtit t>«oq^. an io«Qinpfe^mW« «>cq(i;of , floffliicb to* 
ymi» ysa* be, bntfi cn^p) ytur- w«i^ -fcbam* : Ht 
btth nilU up yotir omny ip U«e. iA order to iave jroa in 
cwni^'. .Youoiigl|tthcM)^i0.adontitlvicttniid.df%n 
«f hit juflK^ and. .of b«i wavy upon mm ;, to :CODfidar 
y9«r brother AW U^e blefled caufe.of ytnr lalywio^ : tp ch* - 
tNat of God, that, feeing hit ambition or hii.bad intOfp 
ti«u h«M beca n^oyed.to five you, be vay iul^-him • 

with 



Vrkhliilcifrfe ttpeottaa, lai'lbtrAafetfod-yituh 

Y«, mf brethren, our hatreds procM( CUliitiy 'Ik<M 
our want of faith. Alai ! if htc regarded every tbii^ 
Vtilci pidef, b tf v«jiour Whteut 1 abftuiU ; If' lirA'^itere 
lhdroug)ityco»inot«dthtt JH (hit is notUngj ttiU^fdMuda 
ii the greit iai itnportuit afiair, aad thll oar trMfilirCiuU 
cMh: trtteri£faei»i«ottty'ib«t«mitj>, wbwe, k'tbli twittlu 
Hng of antye. we (bftl^be; it w« wtK^ cbtiv]n'e«4 of iK 
alai ! we wouM cohfidM- ttivn, who pttRanMtly ijuarwl 
Mil dirpiHfe Viih mth other, A>r the digii[ti<9 <«t ifatf nwibl 
■t chlldiwa who fcll^oot among diomielvu ibi Ae- pUlf^ 
.<hin^whi£haiit«d'e their ey*. wbt^e dtildlftr bMcdi^aMl 
•OiiD(4itie» tnfd upon nothingi, Which tiiMicy ajAne, fe«4 
the feibK Rate of nfaTon tnBgflify in thei^ «yei. TnA^Oil 
en the greateft and Aofi hnportaitt efeflt*. Oft the' Ibfii'Of 
the pattimeny of th«tt fiithen,' tbd the fill 6t theif f Mrty, 
•rid lt«en *v*n- to ^xct[t, wheft deprivCil 6t tmy df thcllu 
He triSing bbjefU which delight Ibt'tt mbtiCf. TMii. 
riry God, foolrffi and jtutHle men Feet hM the toft ot (heti- 
btavenly inhfefitilnce, of that rnlrHortaf ^AriMkAiy, h«ii 
t(u|»iTiei to theib hy JtlHS' Chrifi, and which Iheil- iMtfaiM 
■re atttady enjoying in haveii. They ttflcoticerriedty At 
the kingdom 6f Ood. and the' «tily IPie rich«B jMrf^ airif 
from then ; aitd like thHdrefl, the)* k« ioSanwd widn ik^ 
taid mutBally aim againft eich tithef. From tfia intant thift 
thrir Irivolottt poOefflont *tt tticffoatrhet) upotii or thfet taif 
btempt i« made ts depriva then of thore dhildHh ptkyL 
Ihingi, the only vulue of Impbrlancfc of which, ti that of 
fervfni to deceive their fe^l« mToin, and td ttnule tlhtt 
tihildhood. .•.'.• 

For 



., :J^-a,Ct!n#ja^,imereA istbere^nv an unwont^ and 
,fft^taal fftxext ior ia» hured towards hts brethren; but 
y«uty, which it their lall r«rource, it fiill'leii. excufeable. 

: ,£or, my brethren, we wifli to be approved, and to .have 
.our &uUt,ai well as .our virtue* applauded ; and although 
we feel our own weaknelTes, yet. we are To unreafonablet 
as tq ejiafl .that others fee theia not, and that they even 
give credit to ui tor certain qualities', which we inwardly 
Tcp^cb, to ourfelv^s a» vices. Ws could wiOi that all 
tOQUtbi were filled folcly with our praifes; and that the 
world, which foi^ives nothing, which fpares not even itt 
. mafiers, fbould admire in ut what it cenfurei la others. 

In eRe^ you complain, that .your enemy hath both 
. frivaely and. publicly decried you; that he hath added 
; .calumny to flander; that.h<; hath attacked you in the ten- 
icif&i and moft feeling quaner, and that he hath ncgje£lcd 
ji9tbing to blafi .your honoiur tad your reputation in the 
opinion of men. 

But. before replying to this, I might firft fay to yon, 
miftruft the reports which have been made to you of your 
brother ; the. mo& innopent fpeeebes reach us lb empoifon* 
.ed, through the malignity of the tongues which have con- 
veyed them; there are fomany mean flatteren, who feek to 
.be agceeable at the expence of thofe who are not (a ; there 
.are fo many dark and wicked minds, wbofe only pleature 
i( in finding, out evil where none is meant, and in fowing 
difEcntion among men ; there are lb many volatile and im- 
prudent charafien, who unfealonably, and with an en- 
venomed air, repeat what at fir& had been only faid with 
the moft iniwcent intentiiHu ; there are fo many nen, na- 
turally ^ven to the hyperbole, and is whofe mouth every 
, Vol. I. ' D 8 ihing 
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4i(f lEiiMdn jitr. ''' 

Ibipg 13 tnago^iif, anil departt from the nttttTdstadfittittlt 
irutfa ; I berc appeal to yourfelf. Has h im«r happened 
to you, that your moft imiocCDl fayingihafc bten eibpnftm- 
ed, and circumlUoces added to your ncitali, whicb you 
Had never evtn thought of 7 H^e you not then«xd»iiie<l 
tgaiofl the tnju&ice and the malignitf ot the repeatert ? 
Why might not you, Ja yourtum, bceti dbcrived? And if 
fcvery thing which paflTet through a vi^icty ot channetx; 
be in general adulterated, and nevn reach usin iu ofigind 
purity, why Qiould you fuppofe that difcourfes, whicb rei 
late to you alooe, were exempted from the faoie kM, *nA 
were emitted to nH»« attemion and belief? 

You wilt no doubt reply, that thefe gencnl "^'•■ifrf saf 
bot the p6int inqueftion, and that.^afiioniof wbicbyov 
complain, are not doubtful, but pofttiTe. I admic it ; aa4 
I alk if ytMir brother have not on hi« Yide, the tune -rt- 
proacbes to make to you ; if you have alwayi bcfo verjr 
l«nieru and very charitable to hisfauluj il yoti have al> 
ways rendered ju&ice, even to his good quaiitiet ; if yott 
bave never permitted him to be reviled in your prefeace-j 
if you have not aided the malignity of fucb difc6urr«B by 
an afle£led moderation, whicb hath only tended to blow vp 
the fire ot deiraCUon, and to fupply new trait* againfl yottt 
brother ; I aft you, if you art even circumrpe£t towardt 
the Ten of men'; if ybn readily forgive the weakbdb' ot 
other* ; if your tongue be nol in general, dipt hi worm- 
wood and gall ; if thebcfi efiabliflied reputation, be not al- 
ways in danger in your bands; and, il the faddeft aod 
mod private hiilories, do not fpeeflily become matter of 
notoriety, through your malignity and imprudence ; O 
inan ! Thou pulheft delicacy and fenfibilily to fodi lengths, 
upon whatever regard* thyfelf ! We Iifave occa&On for all 
the lerror of oor minifiry. anal fer all ^ oUier [»^ 
* weighty 
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iteiglftp^nduceiiipiMt of rdij^n, tobruig tbee.to fefflpn; 

(p fbybrather, aiiiigk fpeecb, trequtntly a, word whicti 
t^pnidence, wliicb . ehvice. wiudt cirsmDitaoceti which 
ftitHpi. X juQ rerentment haUi forced frgtn biiq ; and th<; 
IfcetitiofirAeJ^ of t^y. dirconrfcs toyrardi -others, knows 
Jpeifhtflhc boodi atpoliuscrst qor th».pi d^ejicy vhtcb 
^. wfarld kfelf pre&ribes. . ., , 

- Bat. gfwaiiBfthn yov h^ve nothing .to rcproach^oiu:* 
(clE.OR th« pan of qioderatiqn .towards yoqr brottwo 
What do yon gup iy ^ting hitn i^ Do. you. thereby. !:ffacf 
th^faul^preHCont y^hich hia diCcotirffs may have lel't qh 
the niindt ot men? On the contcaiy, you inQiO.^ frelh 
wound upon your bean ; you give yourfelf a flab which 
carriet deatJi to ye.vr foul; ypu-fvrench-tbe. I word from 
^if buidi, ii I may fpeak ia tbii maaaer, iq order to plunn 
at i«tf> youifflL Py the innocency of your manners, (v>d 
the integrity ot fOnr.fonduQi make the inju{lice of hi^ 
4ifcpuriei evideuLi. de^i^t by a Wt^ tjree from reproach, 
xti«pKJodicep to whichbemay JHTecivenriCe i^inllyou: 
-$!9|iJt£ tb^ neui^ and the iniquity of his calumnies rd- 
VCT^upoB htntli^('t>y ^ practice of tfaolj: virtues, exa£^- 
ly.c^pofitc to the &ulti.)rbich he uipput^.to you '• fu'^h is 
the juft and legal manner of revenging yourfelf. Triumph 
orer hii malice, by your maaneri and by your (ilence: 
you win-heapiivtngcoaltupoit his bead ; you will gain the 
^blic on your fide; you willleave nothing to your ene- 
,iRy, biu the infiliQjr of hit pafliQO, apid of hif irapofitions. 
JBut faatiog him. u .Mk revengf of »he weak, and the fad 
confoIatioQ of thejgHilty} in a word, it is the only reluge 
.of -tfaofe wha£|o find none in virtue, and in innocence, 

■ But Jet us now fluit all thcfe reafonings, and come to 

ibfufoiUalfCjinf;, Yoij^re iconunapded 1.0 love thofc who 

dcfpitefully 



4t« tin H Oft xrr.'"' 

deT^etalljr ufe and aliAflntate you ; to pny for tbeoi, (# 
eatrcN thnr converGod of Gdd, tbit be change Aeir ran* 
coroiu heart, that ht inrpire them with flentittmts of peace- 
and of charity, and that be plaee then among ihit number 
of hi* holy. You are'commanded'to cbnfida- ibem u al^ 
mdy citizen! of the heavenly Jenifideiti, wkh whom yoa 
. fttJi form only one voice in Tinging the immortal prailea 
of grace. You are commandecl to look upon iojuries u 
bleffingi, ai the pMiifliment of your hidden crimes, far. 
which JOB have To often merited to be covered with cod« 
fufioh before men; m the price of dwkmgdun of Gtx); 
which it promifed to thole alone, who with piety btv 
with perfecutiMi and caltmuiy. 

For, after all, it mufl come to tVil. Self-1dve alonfr 
would make ut to love thofe who' >ov« ns, who praife xu, 
y bo pilbt^ oilr vtrtuei, faUe or tnie ;. fucb wai the wfaole 
virtae of, the Pagani ; for, faid Jcfua Chrifl, if ye love . 
tbofe that love, you, what reward' have ye; do not even the 
poUtcans fo ? £ut rdigion goei farther: it requires bs to 
love thofe who htie and perfecute ut '. it fixe* at dnt price 
the mcarcici of God upon' ui, and' dticlarei to^ ut, that 00. 
foif[iv«)cri ii to be expeSed for oarfdvcf, if we graat 
it not to our brelbreo. '* 

And candidly, would^ybn have Gbd to forget the Crimea 
■tid the hwron of your whole life, to he infcflfiUe to hii 
<ma glory, which you have fo often infuked, while yon 
cannot prevail upon yourfelf to forget a wofd i' while yon 
are Jo warm, fo ddicate. and fo paffioMte upenthe inte- 
refU of your glory i yon who perhaps enjoy a repntdtion 
which you have never moited ; you, who, were you to 
be known fuch as you are, would be covered wjdi eternal 
flwDc andooufufion; yoii« ina wocd, tX 'wbbmtbe moft 
injuriotu 
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inf uriodi dHcourftronly mp«rfe£k\y repnTait-tbe lifcMC 
wreltcliednrfi, and of wbJch God' alone lniowlei)l tbe- ati- 
Ifcnt ? Great God 1 bow tittle -ftall TinDen faivta to-fl^ 
toif thetnfehcs, when'ActBwiI^pro^«lIlce agarall tb^ tbtf 
fenttfnce of ditir nerftal cMfknOMion I ' 

' 'Yoirwill probaUy ttll'di, that-yon perFe^y a gwe to thv 
Attict irbibh Mitgion bFreupoli"lttl^1el, ' but thu th«'tawv 
df honotir 'have previiled over tht^e (rf rcHfrion rt^t>^ if 
tIf(ct)iirfi»aiMr^pit>c«<MliDgs of'anffiritl defcripftonbetnm 
qbiliy fiibiiMtiied to, lailin; diilAmoBraiKl'ibfMfy; iit the 
^yesofMeiliiolifiiiecelTaHlyfoHaw; thattofoi^Vettirmigli 
iDotives oF religion, is neVflrlhidefir a ftun dt cMnrcfifcei 
which the world never pardons,' and that on this point. 
Bonotiratknowledges neither (hcti<«(cepti(UMiorprinl^: \ 

' ' WhatU thitAononr; my brethren, wfiich it to) be boa^ 
only at the price'oFonr feilh^ alld«Fotlvetemlll'fiJlralijMl^ 
ArtdtidwVonhy of pity, iPgftiltvtmiecan'favefrom^tia^ 
mtoy! I know that it-is heiv that the ^^etalvr of AtfwnM 
Item to prera^'avn-fbore'of rctigiflU; Mddiit.th«vlfeft 
ihemrdves, wfrnekecnue t^Kaliufe,-ireb4itiever of i^itnion 
that iinnftte tbljmiued W. But I' fpilA Iwfore a Friiftwi 
who, wirer than ihe world, and fi]l«d'with k jdAriflAjgni* 
tion againfta ntadnefs fo contrary to the maximsoflbe gof* 
pel, as wdllwto the iiitdrHb of ibe^ale, huh-ftewti to 
. lib TubjcAi what ia the true honour, and whs, ' ia fenhif 
crimiMl' armi Ifohi tbair haddi, haib taaritM- with ItMog 
infamy thofe barbarous modes of Tev«ngei to which tba 
poMic errorhad doiadicd a'depiorableEglery. 

What, my hmthren, an atiistlrimbte mxinii wMeh the 
biniArity of tbefiril awmtn-ti em antfoAoM ^\tae hiA 
cttefecMcdi tai haaM^dwA to<^iis, in^ yvHsul mt 

all 
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tf-llle n|lM'«f Cfari&iailky, aad .all tbe moft iavioUble 
nifes-jot riif flaic < It fhof Id be no diffaonotir to bath* yoiv 
hmif in ysVT hnMhsr^ Uood. wlwlc it' wQvld. be one to 
•bey God, ud tte pniK«, "wbo bold* ^is.j^ace in tlM 
vorid ! Glory would n^ logger Aen be b^ f n»dnefi« 
•od cowardice but a noble ivfpeS for religion, and for 
Mra^aAar. Youdicfd-p^ng-ior^.eawacdl Sbew your 
MlflUf ibcfi' by fiteddinf jvik blond io fhe ^bMu of ]r«w 
«D9ciHy I 0» and bnve dtiagen at tbc bead of 'our anrnv, 
wA*hen-lktt^viy'mAb9Msk»fF <»f y*^ "^WT • «>»- 
Mfh your ref oiatioa ky -aftioni worthy of being rank^ 
Haimf-tWseBKyablrevfiWof a rags fo glorious; luch 
iilfM v^oT) wbitb t))e!ft)|M rsquiivs, and -which religipo 
futborirA: Tlien defpire ^ttfe brutal and pcrfooal vea- 
ffmittt\t lo<riC'Upontbetnaitt«;bi)iiifii ofleji|ation-o( valour^ 
whicb i> often ufed at a cover to aQual cowardice ; as the 
vile.atfd, vulgn* Tcftige «f AioIm wbo base a^thiqg Cgnat to 
tftablift: tbeir cfaan&cr i jat a forced' mi ao equivocal 
pnof:-^ CMdS^.i^iicIk.lSw Yofld wTcfta E'rom.vi; and 
•gmi. wllicb tbe heffri trften te-ytAu. Far £»»- ^puto^ 
tamt t*yoO^ tlNCWlditfeK willxiake it a breOi title ol 
iMiMnr n>,ysa ; foit ,w,itl be fiill mon: ejiaUed in- itt opi> 
jiiont Wd-yoo «i)l tetch^nr eqiiaji, tbafmirjilaced valour 
iff Bolbing'but Abnitalinr;. thai wirdoR,and tnodcntion 
Arer-Mad trlie-^ory t tbn whateter difbopours humatu. 
tf «M.BeiMrdo honour to men; andthfttkcgo^, which 
jnrtdoktM aad comnnpd< foitpv^i^ff. h^tb imdv ouie t^ 
mMtfuta the world iifeff, vhtcti.pT«»cb« up tev^^ge. 

Yoo will pariupt fiiy tb^ tb^r^ maxivi do not icgui 
you, that you have Forgotten all the fubje3s of complaint 
lAich you had afainftyAir brother, and that a reconeitia- 
jtiMkaCbptit aBendle^beeclHoF ypsr »H&in^eTjtapdiOB< 
■i*oe yMf qtivi*]. jJtor, i IbT. (J^ * » fl*bi* ^peci- 
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Aljr tti'dtit pabiiam yott^te ptMf 6eMwU t kmdiidwt 
bn'mg fbewil to you -ike Jhjttl&ee «f our iMmisi itJk aif 
4Bty MW to prove tb yoadhiiMfii^^ Mr looMclUatlbiik 

PAKtll. TbeR:»W)kaftt(W^inllwlawwlliA-1eMtw 
Ms Todm fer-dMibt or i« M*Oik«, tbaa that «AM ^Itl 
jftt w to love our^Kdvcit ; «ad, bcwnhetdk, .diWf-iiwne 
ti^ W^kfa- ttprt: illUliMM md^fe maxim* Art AMwde^ 
i« eflb^, tbereia ocx -almolt a pcrfon who ddih aut-fop^ 
ibtt he huh beartlljr forf^vcn hii brother; and^athts togb. 
fcience » perfedly tranquil on that head; and, nevertbe- 
lefa, nothing -» voce Mm than fitioare iorginsdi*. kad * 
Yhfcre'fi a fsw inftanoM ot 'a TcconqileiMin wlpoh cbaajn 
<ifae batrt; and ■ wbidi w not dwtvly a fatrei^ahHce xtf 
'fviKWtd-aikity-i wb«dKtitJ)e-«faiifideradia itspdMcipk, 
■or wt^duir the yraceitdiag* md^oMfequatctu.^ lit be.tEb> 
«MiMd. ' - 

' I %, in it* ^rinoiple^, Ibr^ my bfmliKB, .ia onldr lint 
» recoDiilitcion he SmotfeiaA i«al( It i>'ieoiI&(y.Axk 
lake ' its fciilr^fc iA chairky, and in k CbriftiUi 4(we «f < satr 
'hnxtuir. Now, huAan iiMh'M Wigntli, id 'gcoardil, a 
■Wort whtdi <Mn be iJw ww^k *f gftoe alsnt. A iiRiOBci- 
fiationtakea p^e, in-order sot wjwifi&agatiiAtkEipMflh. 
iiig rntreattfei «t frindi t iB ovdar to avoid a cettmm A(- 
«gf4#aMe echt, whitih wmM :n«<eftu«ty follMr twiApea 
hoftility, and which might revert i^Ma 43arfebttm^ m m- 
der not to exclude ourfelves from certain focieties, from 
'which \v« wiMid be«sd«r HielBetieffity of baaifting aur. 
' ftlves'wereweobftinately-'to^pcrfift iabdag' ifTKonctlMh. 
Ue M (wr brother. A reoMciUadoo'takei place threugh. 
-d«feren£e to' thd grMt, who «kiQ '•f utthai' compliinta, 
4A or^to afcqaire kTCp»MtfM(ibrni»4enttiiMvaiul>-|pu- 
meft af foul} in ortfer taaroid^f^g atniUti(«ail»idM 
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puWc n^icft wMiM DM eomfyoiid wilfallHt iAn^wItiah 
we would wKb it to faHre of -u« i ia lordwt at tmCt, to cut 
flMrt tbe continiul tamfikitt* ^ad the, inlJMtiqg difcpurlei 
of an eiiem)r, who knowi at ptthipi omijr too well, aod 
who hah obccbflcn too deep inourc«Bfi4«i|ffi not -to merit, 
fitfhc Caption and delcrente oa osr part,' and tbat by a ^- 
'ConcUiatioti, we Illoutd enHe^vour to fileoce biiq. • Whft^ 
ndreOutl I fity ? Weue leconciW pdrhqw like Saut. in 
order more fecurdy to r«in our eoMny, and toluUbi* vifi- 
■hace aiidprtctotiOlit. 

Such SK, in general, tbeawtiveioftkofeFM^ncUiatKMu 
which cVcfy day takti place in tbe world. • And what I lajr 
here ii fo true, that finsera who fliaW so-fipi of .ptoy on 
. any other occaSbn, are howcvfer reotfscited to their hn- 
tbren in daily iiiflince* ; and they who -cannot prev«l 
over tfaemfelTe* in tbe eaneft duties of tbe ChriSian }iJic, 
appear aa heroei in tbe accompliihrneat of ibia one, which, 
ofallotheri, it thfc moft difficiilt.- Ab 1 it i« b^caufediey 

* are heroet of Taatty tnd not of chvity : it if, that they 
leave that part' of tbe recbociltation wluch abac ii hcroical 
•and arduoui in the &ght of God, viz; an oUivipn uppn 
tbe paft injury, and a total rerolutioa ot our heart toward* 
our brother ; and they retain of k only that part whioh is 

' groriont in the figfat ot men, viz. an appearance of mode- 
ration, and a profttptitade't<Mnrd«'«Blty, wUch t^ewodd 
itfelf praifei and admires. 

But, if ike greateft part of rtc^Uiatioactuni oat to 
be fidfe when their BBjotiVc) are examifled; thevMeAotl^ 
fot if we confider them in their proc^ii^. Yes, my 
bre^ren, what tneafttret and negociadont t WhM fooaa- 
litteiandfolicitudciin txincludiogthem.I Whatattastiont, 
to bdloWi «ad ciuu«a* to oblcrve ! What imcreft to con- 
ciliate, 
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' ^nm racMciliiuiaD isinU tbe wwiik ^.dnrity, but of t^ 
'MMomaadilltBU'^f Tburfrien^; it'Ua-vtdfmy^gwi'tt 
-. ?• tMta-rdigiakil flott ; it-uatfcaty^piiily.SQildwded.;. jt 

. ■ J'^t.iaudMMri -|«ll»(^i«L:V«fn:,aUe. thiqqiigb tl^irii^ 

xslitig7ouwitli.]Wurl>rPttart (9 sovtye that^durity yhKb 

^ Mloie 4fakt trtal^ivcM'jivu «rl»tf:lK]tQK M.tfl^ ? Tbuy Iwyit 
fiieitbak(4,^MM4.'HQtariAP«lMft^b6,rcu¥lal-oC ^fFljKfi^ 
«amt7^ mdFi«nlktVt0ttfis.t)«rwf»3[°^')tn(l..yQU4 brot^ 
th0:«l«t«aiii duUM of;,£»cnV •' IU>uWx>^K« aot.cbaiqge4 

. tififiuflwd -tMJ t i ptwiJ t :i!Fiuf;b,0?(»(9laae. c^ cxtiiiguiifa. 
^ Vm' , jm tbwrforw rfscfswIM., , ^ kfMh 4fll )(tKV "«* yp<M 

Ahpawy w J iM P n -] Iwwlwiiinri^wiwl to yocoociK yoyi 

XWfrM'ioiowa nifdwm wt .ii)Berp[eter» , Cbaritj ii tl)4 

• tmf. .mudt wJM«h..KflMdibavf , Jitviefl Jfi> y;nu, A-iends, alj 

iaotifV to i««l4ia,y«U4 .itisafit {p.ni^uje4 ; i^jfrafi^ly 

" 4Mtf«fies v«htt.it fimniDlyi^^ ^9V,.b«Epre giving wa}', 

you have inCflc^ MfAP:^ tboulaiul c<»i4itiop ; you have 

difputed every Step ; you have been refolute io not going 

''iW^ONU:sul^MJw>:J^ftjuiv^Cfif.to^4rdAFncetii^ you. 
•^h^mf lui|pn,J9et|b)m.-o[ all tly;(e ri^lei.; it haih oQly 
'^pf,' and ihal yif, ^^tf^f^ i^n the injury and to love qui 

■ Vol. 1..' ^ a Ignnt 
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4^ .^r^'iriroir .xfr^'- 

vtd, end that too liiflf OP UUiued ailvMngM night ofiro 
be not oatj trnfaccdtlul. but cventhe tttelnt of hwMH^ 
^r brother Sill vore tpiioA yon. Bat 1 fty tint eteiljr 
btigbl to i«|pilat* tlttrs fimTurei, $ioi Mot vttatf i 'lli^ 
ttid I iiqKtt it, thtt«IItbefencMeilbtibMwbMlM«Ml 
fuch JiScuttjr eoDClndcd) «fcen%aib partin m TfMMk 
in yielding onlf to ■ cntain ptnnt, »d even that with pre* 
otuliam A> firil^ and fo pttcM t lACfc f» aMf etfiidi* 
oDii «d4 fo oiudt tftyftctr art otttArf, an the ffuiu-af 
flefttjr pnideiiM I tbrf soiMa A* aiaiMrt, but ilief aAA 
hot ibe heart ; they bring tbe perfimtt lnt'n«( itM iSnk 
Horn nearer; they r».<M»lia ortttltfek, bm learn ^Ac 
feme feathDentf r in* word, ^ MrminiM the fcandal tC 
hatrrd, but tiM the fin. Thus JeTni Cfarifi pMnlf coma 
intKb til Mr go our w^ IkA b*i«coneil«di<^eiUp'bMlbBrt 
HebyinottAttv, doMitgi»tMfir,'Wyoark«iber«k< 
advantage of it ; be iift cotiViseed ditt hcwIU BK«t fM 
balfvar ; feek not afUt biiB.' left bit «Mfldef f«at ptocM^ 
Ing M an apology for hit conpbnuiy aa « tacii-ackadttl«d|i! 
Mat of 3rour Wnn«, and a fiuiteiM* pronounc4d agvinft 
yourfdF. Jefti) Chrifi plai&ly tellit ilt ( Otf (h)r wa^Mii 
be reconciled to riiy brother. He defirfct A>t the rtcoH<A* 
Nationtake place through charity alone; b« fbppcrfttt, tftue 
ia order to love our brother, \rt havie' no ocMfioii fbrne* 
diaton, and that our heart flrould hi AlRy «eptblt irfcverf 
thing required wfthoot any foreign htlferierenctf. - 

Such are ibe llepi of -rteeneflbttotM ; Aenee, -«Im! mo^ 
tlve* bring alAoft alwayi finmtn; dw prdcee d iUgs'^fty. 
tbeir coofequencct can be <MtIy vaiA aA4dF naeSta^ t 
hj the confequencet ; for, my bre t hren, in what do tht 
far gnMer part of thole rtoMciUMioiw trhi^ctety' ^ 

take 
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nfcrpliotfii Aa.^mii, tenntute? WWu As. tnic«r 
' IJML iMlbsar oiflqr f I iUl OBplatti it U)')K)tb 

, : .... J 

,-Yoa %, tathefiift place, thtt ^mmir- ncMoHedu 
innr .Wg^ct; aari'dnt yds hfkm iaan^ forgiven kital 
IhM,' Att .fmt htva tf^um ymr mTphniaa b> fee him n« 
IMi*, ttdlnni beMcfiHth «o )Mm'iio-£tabM'imertd«rft 
vUiIhhi AadBttaaAUJootuig, ^alitivc«nD^ii*l; ytm* 
Mieve ilwi'MtlBi^ nose u fncficiilMi Jtf the gbljpel, an^ 
dUt aeeafiBffor hath no title to denund more. Now I^ 
dmi tfaab jrM/him. amt fagivtai your brotbar, «^ iboi 
jnMJmA^ vitbieljpcftaolubi, uhattmd, ib dtilti. ni 

.. IbridolMpAat yp ; ^wihiMihiigUqf dwtoi* 
lMni?MAadt U i^ouiC isnenf ha am« yMr WddKr. wbM 
OMilieni hc.lbhdi^Klaivlib di^[Becahle to jrui inliM 
IMtooe? YSM-lqrilhtt gHw have fa^pweii, jn4 thu fon 
larfthNu; bUiraanleraD4«wddl«ecidcnt<, andtbathit 
imbAM Fb^ jMt ara«fe wxatioMJclnir yoa find it mut4 
fiOftvtefKclndBffliwMf komk. Bntwfatutbat Jiiad 
«i JoM «ifaielLlhei«la pinfeooA ot the bdovwl otyefi, iu 
OMes agtifaft itt mi Jalaam with Jkatiqi and wcatii t 
%9mi»r»i^''Jim»u>lif, thtt.f<i h a y i you woaW aat 
Wiih to injure, or to deSzdf hia. But that ii not eno«q(hi 
reltgtoD cotDOMiid* yoD likew^e to love him ; for honour, 
MolOMCt aaodeeatioB, Star, aai wwl 0I 0{^«tBtiityt are 
fti ft fl ip Wi i«f|ii«WBMtfli»«vwt7«a Ekmi uii«riBg btBtr 
MiypH iBflft h« (^HilAiwtotniBJuiBiBiui UMiapra^ 
«iri^. «AW:)v« «B Ml willing to Jb«. 

And. fl>#Ml!y,^BteHUyM that God lovad yen, Hpori 
UM.coodiiioiB ibat be feovU mm ice y«a ? Woeld y«* 

be 
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le forever to taaifii yott from bit pfMcoflc ? Fdr.you.-wril' 
know tint be wUl.'lrcU yon,' uyoa Sialhfaave.ttoUeii7»«r' 
brother. Would you think yoorfeU much in fivour with 
' dtepiuiae/;w«iobtio:f«bid'ybu ^ertApnfeirfyoaii'cIf 
bd^-bim ? Yo« conflwlly Ay, tbM a mm h iii diigmce,' 
wbwi be if iwlongBT permitted to appe irb rf oi etiteiMflwj 
■ni yott-preteniitoperfuade-Qf thBtyou love your brodKr,- 
utd- tbM no nBcDor raminf in 'your heart ag*iaA' UB|' 
vhile bit fole ttrefeiue dtfi^edn aad trritito yon.' 



And whu lefi equivDcal mrk caa be ghwii' of s 
fity a^nA your biMber, than Aat of being und^io ca<> 
dure hit pnfence ? It it the very extreme of hatred mfl of 
rancour. For many fettled hatredi exiA, which yet are 
k^ under a kind of eheck ; »n, w far aa'poCble,; cint- 
ceided, and eVen bonww the outward femblance of fneotf-.' 
lbqkaod«f -decencf { and tboi^ naabte to ivconcile the' 
heart to duty, yet have fufficient eotwnand' over dwm- 
lelvei, to preferve appearancet to. the world. B«t ywir 
hmd is beyond all reflrainC; it knowi neither prudence; 
ciution, nor deccney;.and you pretend to perfnade w 
that it ia cow no more I Yoo ftill fltelr the nuA vJokAt 
proof* oE aaiiBofity, and eveo tbefe yon t«otdd have uk to 
eoafidor aa the i^tmiMc lignt <rf a Cfari&San and fineere 
lore. 

' But, befidea, aie Chriflim Jnade to live eftranged,' and 
aBCbnnefied with eacb other P Chriftiant f The meubenf 
oi mt body, the. chitdwo 4f the fame Puher, the dffci- 
I^ ol the fiune MaAir, tbeinheritori c/t the fime king-' 
dom, the ficHwi of the fame building, the particlei of the 
lima- mall' 1 ChriAianil The part'icrpMion of One fvne 
^idt, ot one fate redemfKioA, <rf Ma fune rigtMoaP 

nefit 
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v^l&mXm»i 9fnaigkvm<'tmt: bdEoin,'.n(eMmM4Hi' 
tlie bme water, iocbiforaud iathfrlkiM cburcb* nxieoiii- 
ed by obe lanftwii . «c' tb^ anidc «a flf cadi otbtt, tom^e: 
a piuiifluDem of feeuig-'csch'atber, and totw uuble Mr 
endure each other ? All religion bindtt uattei lu toge- 
^il^; :tKefiK«ane«U iB:wbi6b'We'joiH, 'the publk. prajren 
mdtbnibfgivii^. which wcfin^ the cenaHHUM' of that- 
woribip in which' w« piide-owMroii the a&oiUy-xtfibet' 
Uemi It which we vSft ; M thiefeexten^ arebn^rTyio*. 
b(^ of that unioB which tioa iu togethor. . AU raH^n k-'. 
felf, ii but one hqly feciety, a divine cammnniciaiMi ot 
piayen, of lacriScc*, of work* and of well-doings. Eve- 
ry ibn^i doobeCb and. unite* :ut,;eTeiy ahtnlfitqMlj. lo 
ipjije of oar Urethrea mtA aitu; only oae family.OM body,- 
OBC. bc^,'aoi:oDe Ibui; and yon belivre that you lovft- 
youx biDther, and that yan.|iRfante» wi|h refpoa to bin,- 
' aU the moA fiicktd tie* of reliywi; while yov break ibrou^ 
even ihoTe' of Jbciety, and. that you cabnot cndaro cytK 
Ua^rehsceP ■ 

1 hymndi'mor4:lUvSM you indulge the ftme 
bqpe With bin J For, bythac common hope, you arc 
dui^uily to l^ve withihia, to UMke hit h^piii^ yiwrowB, 
ip be h^py'with him, |0'bM«imlitd with hini' in the bo^ 
fbm of God, and with huaui 4df the etenMl pNttTei of> 
pace.. ' Ah 1 How eould the hiype of bdng tm- evec united 
wiA him he the fwecteft cenibbMn ol your hfe, if it ap< 
peai fo dcGnble to live in liquntion frDmhim, And if you 
find even hii prefeoce a punifluoent ? Renounce then the 
psomtfoaDd.^tbefaopetaf bith; feparttcyouiMFuan 
accuifed irom the coai B MBion of believers ( imerdifi itf 
jiowlelf the akar and the awfsl mjiflcriea ; bwufli ycnirletf 
from thie aSembly. ot the^faoly:] bq loiger eooie there ta- 
«ftr ap. y«nr gifU tpd yoot fofta, fioce M ihtSe religi- 
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cone deriGOflt. if you br not li^ dtfofeagajnftyou io cbe 
hce of tbe aku*, lad prodwB to yon to quit the bt^ 
afleal^M ft poblisui ^a finaer.; 

Pt^ja Abrn^d "t thftfeboly tntthi, 70* will fisd^ 
tdl tu, Unt-you will To for csmiucr yourfeU m (o be j'Mir 
brother, ud t* bn Qii,gaio«l tenot witb faim; that yo« 
will not he wmyag in dTilitiet; but Am, Sot die nft. 
you know where to flop, ud tbat b* and oot nckoa 
Buch i^n your frieodfliip. 

You wiU sot be wioting in citfilitiet I And tbit* vf 
dear bewcr, ' you believe it to paribn and to be rccoBcilMi 
to ydur brother, aod to love him u yourUf P Sut tlwt 
cbirity which tbe gofpel aoBmauit u to tbe bean f it i^ 
DQt 1 Hm^dcooqinitiTVMi outflde, vi nislef) "—^tm*- 
■y ; it iJ Kal iecJiog, and an afiive kiva j ii ii a Saoerc 
tendernefs, ever ready to manifeft itfelf in affioaa. Yfltt 
love as a Jew and as a Pharilee, but you lov^ not at A 
CbnUiiti. and aid dilcijde «t JcIm Chafl. Tbe lawoC 
«barity ii the law of tbe beArt; it.regutatet tbe fenliy, 
cbanges Uie incliouioni, ai>d poun tbe oil ofpeicelndot 
lenity : over :^. wounds oi M angiy and w»unflcd villf 
and you turn it into a lav whel^ ext«n)al«- a j^rliiucai 
•nd fuy9rSci»l U^, vhifib jtfgahtoa only thB.ootfidc* 
which lettN unly tbe «a*aen,' sod ii fuUikd by «ia 
appearances^ ..... 

But you are act camoonded that yoa flull loefcty m. 
frain from wounding tbe rulea.of courtefy, and that yaa 
fltall pay to your brother Ul tbofe dutiet wlricb lbci«y 
mutually inpofes ; it u tbe world which pKCezJbes tbta- 
law ; tbcfe arc its ruk* ((ad. oiAaiu* Buf! Jtffiis .Cbrlft 
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• yoa to Ipve bini ; add, 'while jmn ticnt ia ef- 
tianged from bim, it i* of little importance that you keep 
up the vain externals of counety. You refufe to religion 
^« EflenlU pm ; and the only diSereoce betwiit you'and 
ibate fitutciT who perfill in sol fteag their brethren if. 
that y«B know b6vr to ctinftnin yourfetf'fijrthe worid, 
■adydu know not how t* thwart yourfcif foi< fdvatioti. 

:- And finely, my brethnv, if men were oaUad together 
by Uw fole tin of {bcMy, they no doubt Would dirobarge 
iteir ^ly, hf koeplNf up aDibeextenukoi p^tebrfi; 
•od by taaiawiiiag tbft miKual comi^ente of oam, itteiu 
tfcKia, aad cMrtefiei, which ' eoirfiituie, *■ it were, die 
wbots harnni^ 'of tbo body pc^itte. Bik We «rv unilej 
|o igvdwt by die fadred ttdcMe iiet of taiA, of bofM, of 
diaricy, v^ qS rdigiow. '' In (be nidft of Uitt worid we 
torn a f<iCTety wholly tmern^ and b^y, -of wUch .dnri^ 
U the invifible b4nd, and altogether diRina ftam tbu ciril 
focicty whlah^ tcgiflators hate c&i^lhed. Coofcqneatly; 
1^ fulfilling with regard to your bretbtcn the eMtevoal conr- 
tefica, you (kilty the claiaa wbiob civil foeie^ haih upoa 
you,' hot you do not fuUU ibpf* of leligio* j you difturb 
not die political order, but you overturn the order of tharft- 
ty ; you are a peaceable citizen, but you are not a citizen 
ofbcsveii; yott art a BUB of the age, but ydu are not 'a man 
4f ttie agetooonw t the world itaay. acquit yon, and dnoaad 
nfii*fMti bat what you do ia a Uuk ind»fij^ of God. be- 
tfeutfe yot ve aoft in chatily i and yota .oowtenaation ia 
fecftaiii. Cone and tcUasvfKr'this, thai yea will.ndt bf 
hraiitiag in decorum, and tfaiat rdigioD exafti ho B()re tM 
4l. ' h ei^aai then only di&DBbtioDa, oulGdtt, add vai* 
«ppeai*nce( ? It exaSa ibm nothing true, nothing fcai 
McMi^ which cbangffi the bent i And tbt gtat pracept 
at cbari^, which ilooe gtm kbU^ «« aU our worU, 

would 
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would m longer iheo'be but; k.fiUfe jlreteDoe iAmI a nm 
■hypocrify? 

And trofiitotblcly to.uson>Uiu-pMnt ; 'CQfifuU.tbe{>()b- 
Jic itfi^lf. See tf,-iBf|iite^of:al^ dte appcMonces '. wibid 
,you flill ke<p. up.wuh ywir. brother, it beoet.aa eAaUilked 
c^iaioo ib tfae.woitid .tbat..you torn faim .not; tnd.iSlthe 
world do not aS in confequence of that perruaGon. See 
if.yoor cra^res. if all who^approach And wbo are )ittKbed 
toyout^dbnotaffeftlo keep At^diflancrtromyourbfotberi 
3eeif alithefewbeJbKcbtio, ODwJiovatn intete^ t^pcifitie 
toiiit, .teflobconit yonr. frioidihip aid laniL.cloferjtias 
wkh yoi^ andU »ll,tfaafc vb{>jue.iiufitica].toyour.b;atlicr 
doinot pnfeb theardvet your frisodii 5oe if .tbdfe'wJio 
'ba*e fa«oiui.k)> expcA from you do.notbegia by ferBdM<lg 
iutcaodit Uiay.doiKittbiDk.tbatinibdaiE9lhey9rQ:p^- 
ingcburtitoyofu. . You rQeltlut.ilie world/kiH>w« ymibeti- 
ter thauyou know. yourfclFj that:itis,Do&.&i8BkieiiiD.yoar 
real fiEntimo)*! ; .uuLthtt, iafpUeoF i)wfe:vlun fliQwa ro- 
wank:yo»rbcotber,youatea£lM^ly iohatttd a;^:iadevli. 
•ndthatin this retpeftibeworldiitfelf u of..aur <^iaioi),< 
diat.wQsld, wbicb, on.every otjiet ocmfioil, .we b*ve coo- 
-Aiotlytoi combat. ■. 

Bdiold io what tenniiute the: gtettell pan 9F;tfae.rGCk>v- 
ciUatt(ini which ai&every.day .made an theworld^ . Tfaey 
oacc more fee each; otbir. but they' aFc cot teuqtt^i theyi 
promileii mntiul fiifndAip, .hat lit is oewc gircQ ; tlwic 
^pertoiu nect4 bM th^ hwu are alw^sjcftranged ; mi 
I bad leafen to iwyt tfaat.riia^IatrGd* are uncfaangfeable, and 
thk ^aJmoft aU die (ecovciliatious are mete pretcocea; 
ibB> the ii^ry nuy be Sergaiair but that tbe oScader ii 
never loMdi tbat they may ccaft^to treat their brother -as 
an eiMmy,-bHt Itatdtey.Berer leprdhimaKs I^^Aer. 

And, 
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-'And. behold wlliltiftel floes' «v«ty4afl>tlbn)owr«yM. 
In flw trorld an to be fccn public ekiniAm, fovittM o£ 
'flIuftriotH nMiMi, wte K>1 jtrcflnvewltbcMh other cnuia 
neaTarett of -deMifcy. -irbkb lbe«r ^aBtMthideAd bnak 
through without fcandal, yet, oeveithelerc, live in diftemc 
4BtM«ni, ill pubfid wid' avowed- ftlflfaienU- iH tfovy; o( 
jMour;;*, and'oF kuttoal'dttlmoRrf ) thwuf imd do ovsiy 
«fatiig:tn tb^poWefCbraMeaehoriMt-,' vl«w «iKh othnr 
Hrftb the hioA jeitoBi' eyw, and make aHubelr AcaniHi 
pihtftiii iti tbelt MfiHitdefltd nfd'tVeiflaM } 'di«Mii die 
WoHd; the '«ourt, faiidtli^dfty •'intiireft'the publk iiiilMh- 
-«{tiatftT, and ijfii(bH(Ifi«tb«- World OeofrlhlttiandthefcMl. 
Vhl -that' tbe)r hme «tcb eitMri ihal tbey woaldnnfaat^ 
H^ltmY tech oebet; that tbejr Ml, iris tnte'lM^ ttp ap. 
p4«rjifl(!et ; Intt thhet, *t tMUom, their itittvt^ MA-Oht* 
tiant m vrtt eftrtn^. Vet, tioMtHftatfdtng' all tbi^ 
tkeh party liVM iW l-rCfMtttidft of piety, ^atid of the prae- 
, tke of ^3oi vtirk»i ifaey have dHHitgdlfted Md MgMy 
efteemed confelTon ; in mutually difchar^agw eiKh odwr 
certain duties, yet living otherwifeioapubltc and avowed 
hoftAtty, they (requeiHtfiefiithraiMntf, thef aficWMKinmlly 
Kflhe flHcteotufB of helythingi. they OdbXtf appi«aQh th* 
tfttar. tbey frftpiMtly and wkhout fcrttpJo pitfitat Ann. 
felvM lf( th« penhmiial trifaunal, wh««, far from confsf^ • 
ttftftlKtrlittrcd b«to»e iM L(*4, aotl wvepvuf (Mir the 
lettiJdat with whlclt It alBHti the people, thejr aakefnA 
i;oRtjMa1i»i agalnS their eitemy j tb>y aocaMfainr tn ptaae 
or«ee\t((n; themlb^O they !*»aka l-bgtrR of tlae viin ««« 
ttlnMI duties which tbey pay to falm, and alledge ihaA aa 
1nM» bi ihe heut ilot being nncoraus : Wbtn Qn% liayt 
And the very miniften of penitence, whk ikould hma 
been the judgei of our hatred, frequently become iti apolo* 
gi9§, adopt a party with the paMitf, cntar joto aHtlMini- 
bofifyamlpr^wficM of thVi* penileMt,' piwiwdi th* ^ 
■ V«t.I. Fa lice 
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.ikeof iheir'qdandf and are the caufc tluriliff otilj lODn 
My- 4eAiiie4*io ftiike at the root of :t|)¥ •cyH; .anfwet^ -m* 
iDtlKr puitMfe than that of decoratiB^ j/L ,wtih tlic appear- 
AiMck d£ godlioofst aodof ieii<leiing'ib,tiionB iBctunUe.' • 

' Great GDdrTbMitloaecanft<4oi{ptbewoa«Ia-wbic)»a 
'pToa^itmHAiility bathtaa4Kin;iby,iittH,^f_ nourifliiiig itu* 
ireafeiikblv -and-iniqaitiOiK hatm^.>flucb have corrupted it 
fin tliyAght. '-Ebable me :tOrfoTgct,flr«mg aful Jpoacataiy 
fit^uiW.:^a ordn- thstthou in^> iorg/lf. ^hc finii^t ,qf-a^ 
•wfable life/ -Is- it ior tne, O my G«d ! {q-bc fo fe^iiig,Mi^ 
Ji»ilie«orable to the (ligtite& ialulu, ;I'wiio ^xvc fach.ocr 
«ceS^ For Uiy -m^ nry and- indu^qce ?. Are t^e injuries ol 
JVhtablcM>plain.to-be:ccntparfd.ifithtborc with ^b'c^.I 
J»Ve a tlipufaqd. time* dtfbonound'tby' fupretne . graadear J 
^tfoft ibewono of tbeeartb beirrHatfd.^ in(lamed at,the 
foaaUeft mfN'l^.trf .difdaiq; wblle tby, fi^freiga niajcA7,|iat^ 
-fo long,: Wld^wjttl fb noch. goodoefh cB^ured his rebelliofia 
abdhitfofibDon? 

■> ' Wb» MB Iftobe .fo<keea«pon th«- intereifU of my gloiyf 
I wh» dare not' in tby ' pretence ^fi piine rye* i^od -my 
iiecrM igoamioy ; I w'h»^ould defnVeto be tfae'reproach 
• df men.-aod tbe'outcaftof my peopte^'^wboh^n.^qtbing 
ptaife-woftby, aocdrdiog evcn-totbe work), b^t .the good 
ibrtline' of haviig 'Concealed frotn it lay iniamies andmy 
weakneOjn'; I'to whom ' tbe moft.b)tif)g,Tq>roacb« would 
fliU be 4aa' - gentle, and would treat tan with too much in* 
dulgenee ;'I; in' a word,' wbo have'n? .falvation row. to 
hop^,~ if thou f<rfget sot tbiae own glory,- w)iicb £ baye fci 
ottati fa]fall«d<? ■ - 

Bttt-'DO, giMtGodl tfaygloiyttinpardoningtfae linoer, 

Wd miBC fllaU be in fo^ivjng^piy -brother. Accept, O 

< L9rd. 
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hmi, thii lacrifice which I make to thu of iny rcfenu 
flieiitt. Eflimate not iti value by the puerility and the 
fligbtBcIi of the injuries wbich I forget, but by that pride 
which bad mugnified them, and bad rendered me fo feeling 
to tbem. And, fi^il)g'''tbeu lHft.~]]^tdil<^ to forgive ut 
our ticfpaflea whenever we flnll have forgiveii the trefpaf- 
Ics of our bFctbren, fulfil. O Lordf thy premiCet. It it 
in this hope that I prefumc to reckon upon thine eternal 
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Leu vii. 37. 

And beheld a woman in ike city, aiiei aw/ ajiMntr, akn 
Jte imew that Jtfiu fat at Mtai in tie Pkariftt't keufi^ 
ircught an alabafier^x Itf ointment, ani^Mdat his 
fiet behind him weeping, and began to majk Osfiet mA 
tears, and did Bnpe them with the hairs ^ her head, and 
hi^ed his feet, and anointed them anth the ointment, 

ff ttOM fucb abaodant tean, fo fiacere a ctHifufion, tnd 
a procMding To hunnliadng- and uDComson, it may tafily 
be comprebended bow great muft once have been the ic^- 
CDce of the palEoiu oVer the heart of tht* finner, and whM 
grace now operateth within her. FaleAine had long be> 
heldbera* the {faameaad tbe reproach of the city; the 
J^arifee'i houfahold. viewa bn' to^ay at tbe gloiy of grace, 
and a model of penitence: What a cbuiget tai what ii 
fpcaaclel 

This foulf. fettered, but a moment ago, with the moA 
tbaneful and the mofl indiflblnble chains, finds nothing 
now capable of flopping her ; and, without beliution, flic 
flies to feck, at the feet of Jefus Chrift, ber falvation and 
dcliveiancc: tbii fool hitberto plunged in tbe feofes, and 

Uviiig 
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Jiring tolwlly for wtuyctooTiicfii io a nevnit ftcitfiot* 
dKir iiv«lieft clnrait, and (heir 4nreft liei : tbii foul, lafl- 
ly, impiticot till then ot every yoke. Mid whofe hcsrttwd. 
never uknowledged other rule than the caprice of iu, in< 
oUauiOB<, c(»uneiice»her jwrnt'tom by the molt hv^tli- 
mimg procecdiagi,^ mi the nofi melancholy futyediost. 
' Uwr admindtlc. O my God J arc the worki (^ thy grace i 
And how near to its core is the moft hopeleft wietcbedaefs,. 
wIkb ooc^ it becocus the objeQ of thine infitutemerciett 
tM bow rapid and JhoneiKd are Ui« -waycfoy which thoa 
•MKteaaft thy cbofes 1 

Bait whence eomn it, tnjr bfetheeB, that fuoh grand ex- 
aapka nnke & trifliag as itnpeffion upen u 7 Frani twa 
^Kjudietak appNemly the noA ojifofite to each other, jwt, 
MVCftheiefii, which |m>cc>d fram the fiune priaciple, and 
lead to the Imbs coroc 

The firft ii, that w« figure to 'ourfielvn - thU cotxveribn 
«f th« hfMt icquiied by God at irieivly a ceflklos of guilt, 
the abflnniiig from ccitais exceffive irrcgokritioi, which 
«VID dwctocyitUf htddi oat at impioper. And ai we are 
tt laft broiq^ to that, either by age, new fitaaiioni, or 
ncB ovr own indtoatioBi which time alone hu changed, 
woeverthinhofgoiogfaither; wehcUerethatall ta cob* 
pktMl. aul we liften to tkr hifiory lof the noft a&aii^ 
coawfisni, heU om. to ut hy the rhorch, v to leflbat, 
wluch 00 longer, in any degree, regard ui. 

The lecondgoet to another extreme: we reprefetitChrii'- - 
tian penitence to ouifelvei, ai a horribtc fitiution, and the 
defpair of hamao weaknefs ; a fiate without comfort or 
conization, and attended by a thoufand duties, eveiy one 
more di^fiiiig dun viother ta the beait ; and repulfed, 
ihrouj^ 
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Artngh-tlM enor of tW gloomy inBge/ the otample of^ 4- 
ebutge find m little diTpoted to- be«fifefied,'becnrf&tbB]r' 
alwiys find ut dircouuged. 

Now, dieconverlioD of our finner' confatei diiHe twoi 
prejudice!- lo dangen>iu-for' ralvatkui.- 't^if. Her peu-- 
tence sot only terminates bcr- errort. it Ukewife expiaes 
and nukes reparation for tixa. ■ aJfy, Her- penitencc^bei- 
gins, it it true, her tears and her forrow ; but it is likevriiTe' 
the coramencement to her of- new pleaforei. Whatever- 
fite bad defpoiied Jcfus Chriftof in her erron, - Oie reOorst 
to him in her penitence: behold their reparation! hut 
with Jefui Chrift flte finds, in her penitence, that poaca 
and^&i^c.cOiatoita which ihfi bad nwer experienced in jx* 
uxors: behold their confolatioos.l The r^MWttioM, ta4 
tlieconfplations of ho-pcsiiteacc, we die whole biAsry. of 
her co|iverru)n, and the fubjefi of this difeoorJe. - • > 

Part. I. The 'office of penitence,-' fays: St. Asguflin, 
is thtt of ejbbli£hing ■order wherever fin ihufa iatrbduooA 
corruption. It^ ^fe. it itbe not unirfeifal; fer-erdep 
folely-nifulta'from a prrfeA fubordtntttionof all dtfiiwraiMk 
emotions whirh fpripg -up in our-bent* ; ^erer^ thing ihufl 
be in its place, in order that that divine favBony, wbidi 
fin bad difturbed, may -be reftored ; and/ while Uie fnal- 
kfi particular there remains: derang«d, in-vaio doi^oa la-; 
bourtb repair the rcfl ; you onlf rear op an edifice, wbid^- 
being improperly anaifgad,' it.oontiouaUy- >gi«ing-way .is 
feme of its parts, and confuGon and difbrder prevail throng'b 
the whfrie. . . 

Now, behold tbe irspoft^nt in{lru3ion held,oiiK teius iA 
ihe converfion, of this finoer ! Her ' fin campr^fed feyeral 
diforden : j/ify. An iniquitous ufe ot her he^it,- vtbiffl^ 

bad 
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)ai^ never been taken up but with cie^tum r x^^, A crimi- 
IMl.alttileof allQatnralgittj, which flie had made, the ioQru- 
.nvots of her pafHoos : ^diy, A (hameful abafement- ol het 
fenret. which Qie had- always made Co cootrihute to her vo> 
Inptuoolhefi and ignominy : Laftly, An univerfal fcandal 
in %\\e notoriety of her errors. - Her penitence makes repa- 
ration (or all tbefe diforderi : all, confe^uently are torgiv- 
en ; for nothing is neglected in the repentance. 



i^^^l-ixf, ijfly, i^ inigifitous ufe of her heart.- Yes, my 
^r^ren^ eveiy love, rwfaich hai for its obje£l only the 
|Creaturc,:4Bgraded our hean: it is a diforder, to love lor 
itfri£ that^whic^ can neither be our happinefs nor our per- 
^D^op,,- nor, confequently our eafe. For, to love, is to 
fedc^r felicity in that which we. love; it is the hope ol 
iDp^l^ in the objefl beloved j whatever is wanting to our 
heait ; it is the calling it in aid againft that (hocking void 
which we feel within ourfclvei, in the confidCnctt that they 
ibajl be able to fill it : to love, is to look upon the objeft 
bel^ived'ai oukrcfource againft all our wants, the cure ot 
idl our .evils, and the author of all our good. Now, as it 
ii in:Qed'al.one-,that we can find alt tbefe advantages, it is 
a dijibrder, vid a debafement of, .the heart, to feek For them 
in .a.viie cFcatnre. . 

, : ApA, at,boUom, we fieel fenfibly ourrelvei the injulb'ce of 
^jiat jbve : however paffionate it be, we quickly dilcoyer in 
the creatures which infpire it, weBkneflefs and delefls 
which render them unworthy of it : we foon find them out 
to be unjufi, fancilul, ialfe. vaint andinconSant : the deeper 
yi.e ejHmine them, the more w^ lay to ourfclves, that our 
bcajt;ba8 been dec^ed^ and that this is not the objcfl. 
which, . it fouf^t. Our reafon inwardly WuQies at the 
w«knel> of -our jmflioo; yit no longer fubmtt to our 
, , , cbaifis, 
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chains, biit with pain ; our palfion becames our t>urde& 
'and our punifhment. But punifHed, without being unde- 
r«ved in oUr error, we fee, in achange, a remedy foi- 
our mifUke : we wander frotn objefl to obje£l, and H 
fome one at laft chance to fix us, it is not that we ara btU- . 
fied with our choice, it is that we are tired of our ' inCon. 
flancy. 

Our finner had wandered in thefc ways : iniqoitoui 
loves had been the caafe of all her misfortunes, and oFall 
her crimes ; and, bom to love God erone, he alorie it wa^ 
whom fbe bad never loved. 'Bat fcarcely bathlbektioWii 
bim, fays thegofpri. when, blulhing at the meanflefs of 
her former pafGons, (he no longer acknowledges,' hilt mm 
alone, to be worthy of her heart : all in the creiiture ip- 
pears to her emptjr, falfe and difgnfting : far from fintdfng 
thofe charms, from which her heart had Formerly with 
. fuch difficulty defended itfelf, fhe no longer fees in them, 
but their frivolity, their danger, and their vanity. The 
Lord alone, in her fight, appears good, real,' faithful, con- 
flam to hi* promifes, magnificent in his gifts, true in Mi 
affe61ion, indulgent even In his anger, alone fufliciently 
great to fill the whole immenCty of oar bean; alone fuffi- 
cientiy powerful to fatisly all its deGres ; alone fafGcielitly 
generous to foftcn all its diftreffes ; alone immortal, and 
who (hall for ever be loved : laflly, to love whom, catr be 
followed by the fcle repentance of having loved him too 
fate: ■ \" 

It is love therefore,' my brethren, which makes troepei 
niteats : For penitenee is only a changing of the hoot ■ 
uid the heart does not change, but in changing its- love ! 
penitence is only the re-eflablifhment ol ord^r intiidn; 
and man is only in ordet when he loves the Lord, for 
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vfao^ he is ENde : penitence ii only a FeconcUiation witfii 
God ; and yoijir reconciliation it fiSitious, if you do not re- 
fiore to him your heart:, in a word, penitence obtains the »• 
mHSoa of fini, and fint are remitted only in proportion to 
our Ipve. 

. Tell us no more then, my brethirn, when we hold out 
tbefc grand examples for your imitatioD, that you do not 
feel yourfelves born fop devolioti, and that your heart ia o£ 
fuch a nature) that every thing which is denominated pie- 
. ty is.ditagreeable to it. What! My dear hearer, your 
heart ia not mjide (or lovingits God ? Your heart is not made 
for the Creator who hath given it to vou ? What J Yoa 
are born then for vanity and falfebood ? Your heart) tagimi 
fo exalted, and tyhich nothing here below can latisfy, has 
been beflowed on you» foiely for pleafures -which weary 
you ; creatures which deceive you ; honours which em- 
bai^rafs you ; a world which tires, or difguQs you ?. God 
alonct for whom yon are inade, and who hath nude you 
y/iat you are^ Qiould find nothing for himielf in the prin- 
ciple of your being? Ah! You are unjuft towards your 
own heart : You know not yourlelf, and you take your 
ci^ruption for jourTcIt. And in efTefl, if not born tor 
yinue, what then if the melancholy myllery of your Iqt I 
For what are you born? What chimera then ate yoi^ 
among men 1 You are born then only for remorfe. and 
glootny care ? the author of your being, hath drawn you 
from non-entity, only to render.you mifcrabJe 7 You ar« 
gifted then with a heart only topurfueanhappiners, which 
cither is vifionaTyi or which Qies from you, and to be a 
cominual burden to yoorfelt ? 

O man ! open here thine eyes ; fathom to the bottnra 

the deftiny ot thy heart, and thou wilt acknowledge that 

Vqu. I. G 3 thels 
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thefe turMsM paShnt, iriiich fill Ate- w\ik {iiefa. ■i pf .i 
lancn to virtue, uc foreign to thy nature ; that fuch U 
not the BMursl ftate ot thy hqart ;- tbu tW author of ns* 
ture md oF groea had heflowvd vb tht« a .nor* fi ih li— 
lot ; that tbeu wert born for order, for rigbteoufMla, mi 
Sot innocence ; that thou bail corrupted an happy nature, 
hy turning it toward* iniquitous paffions ; and that if not 
bom for vi nue. we know not what tbou wt, «ad tksi* bfr> 
cotneft incomprebmfihic to thylclf. 

But yon are milbken, when you coitfider a» u)cfin»> 
tions incompatible with piety, thofe wvm prt^nfitiea 
lowards pleaHire which are bom w(^ yon. Prom tbt 
inftant that grace fhall have fandifed ihcfn, they will be- 
come dirpoGliotu favourable for falvaiion. - The- more yon 
are animated in the purfuit of the world mi itt falfe plea* 
furcs, the more eager flial] you be lor the Lord, and hi 
[rue riches; the. more you have be^a found tender and 
feeling by creaturei, the eafier flail be the accefi of grace 
to your heart : in propoition as your nature h baugfaty, 
proud, and afpiring, the moic fliall you 'ferre the Len^ 
without fear, without difguife, without meaanefi : the 
more your character, now appears- eafy, I^ht, aid iocon- 
ftant, the eafier it will be for you to detach yonrfelf hxna 
your criminal attachments, and to retum to your God. 
Laflly, your palSons theo^felvet, if I may venttireto fpeafe 
4n this manner, will become the means ot &cilitating your 
penitence. Whatever had been the ocrafion of your def- 
■trudioa, you will render it conducive toward* yonr falva- 
tion ; y.(tM witi fee and acknowledge, that ro have received 
A tender, faithful, and generous heart, is (o have been 
4>ora for piety, and that a bean which creatures have been 
jible to touch, holds out great and favourable di^poJitieaa 
towarda grace. 

Porufie 
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fvnOi what iJemliiab M> m oT the MAory of ^ jdfl, 
«n4 yoa wfll fn tint tfaofe who have «t th« firft been drag> 
Ijed awajr by mxd paSioni, who were born withevery t»- 
kat (»)calated for the world, with th't wamteft propeofi- 
•RK towwdt pleafufM, «nd the moft oppofite ta cveiy 
tbiag piout, hav« been thofc in whon grace hath operated 
the moft wonderful change. And, without mentioning the 
fiiHMr of oar g«^> the Auguflios, the Pelagius', the 
fabiolet', tbofe woildly and diffipaled foula, Co obftioate 
mtd rooted in their dcbaucherief, and fo diametrically op« 
p aS u , it would feem, to pttty { what pTografi have thef 
■DtGnceaiadctBllK wa^s of^God? And their former pro> 
ytaCtim, have, at I nay (ay, on)f paved the way for their 
peniteaoe. The fade foil which nourilhn and producea- 
0*at pa(&oiik« givet birtk UKwift to the ^eatcft vinue*. 
when it pleafet the Lord to change the beari, fAy God t 
Tboa baft made ui all for thee, and in the kicomprehenfi- 
bfe tumngftiidllt of fhy Prtfvidence, Md of Ihy mercy to* 
waid* man, even our wcakoeffea ate to conduce toward* 
'•or iati£tificaifOD. It ta tbui, that oar (iiuier made rejia. 
mim for the iniiputoiM ofe tft her heart. 

Bm, »4fy. The love wUtib flto hod for Jfefia Chrift 
WU not one at ^fe vatn aid lifdolCBt lenfibititiei, which 
Uc ntber ^ intaral enrattont of a» eaCly aficQcd heart 
0tm red inpreAoH ol grMe, and which sever produce 
any tbiag in u, fnthcr than that of rendering ui fatisiied' , 
with onrfelvei, and pcrfuading ui that our heart is chang- 
ed : die ftniioea, and not tfio fdelHigi, pnwe die rcaJitjr 
«r Ion. 

Thut. the fecmd difbnler of her Cn having: been thr 
etiimni aad «ilnoS ■nivcrfal abufo of all crcaturci ; the- 
ftcood ivpratioa «f her ^vitcace, is the rigoroully iW 
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gaining from all fkok thinp whicb flie had abufcd in lien 
crron. Her bair, ber pcrrumes, the gift* of body and ot 
natun, had been the inftnimenu of ber pleaTuiOj for 
none it ignonnt of the ufe to wfaidi a dcplonble pal&oA 
can apply them j this ii tbe firSftep of her penitence : the 
perfumn are abaodofiH, and even conlecrated to a hiAj. 
niinifir>' ; her' hair i> oe^e&fid, and no longer fervei but 
to wipe the feet of her deliverer ; beauty, and every at* 
teatioB to tbe body, are neglefied, and her eyet are blind- 
ed with (ears. Such are the fiiA facrificet of her love-: 
{be is not cmiteated with giving up caret vifibly crimjoa), 
file even facrificea Aich u tnight have4|^ looked upon aa 
ionopeni, and thinki, that the pi^ieieft way of punifhing . 
tbe abufe Ihe had formerly made ot them; it, by depriving 
herfelf of the bbeny flie might ilill have had of «Dp]oyr 
ing them. 

In effefi, by having once akufed them, the finner lofet 
the right he had over them ; what it permitted to an inno- 
cent foul, is no longer fo to him who has been fo uo- . 
happy as to deviate frtHB the right path : Sin renders ns^ . 
as it were, anathcmatiied to all creatures around us, and 
whi«h the Lord had deftined to our ufe. Thus, tbeieare . 
rules for an unfaithful loul, not made for other man : be. 
no longer enjoys, ai I may fay, the common right,- and ,' 
he muft no more judge of bis duties by the general maxisu, 
but by the perfonal exceptibiu which concern bia. 

Now, upon this principle, yonare continnaHy-dematid- 
ing of us, if the ufe of fuch and fuch an artifice in tbtib 
be a crime f If fuch and fuch public plcafuret be forbid- 
den i> I mean not here to decide tor others ; but I aft at foa 
who maintain their innocency, whether y'ou have never 
made a bad ufe of tlwm ? Hayc- you never made tbefc 

cares ' 
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iSuKi of the body, tbefe -nnufffmeiiti, mA tbd'e artfficet 
inftrummtai lowanb iniquitous palEom 7 Haveyoaoevn 
employed tbem in comipUng beam, or in nonriOiing the 
corraptionbt your own? What! Your entire- life ha* ppr^ 
lApi been one continaed and dq>lonble chain ot paflioo* 
and evili ; yon have abufed evtry thing around you, and 
hare made them inftrumenlal to your irregular appetitet ; 
yon have called then all in aid, to that unfbrtnnate ten> 
dency of your heart ; your intentioni luve even exceeded 
yoqr evil ; your eye hath never been lipgle and you would 
wHlingly never have bad Qat of other* to have been fo 
with regard to yon r all your carei for your perron, bavo 
been crimer; and when there Is queftion of returning to 
your God* and of making reparation for a whole life of 
corruption and debauchciy, you pretend to diTpute with 
him. for vanities, of which you have always made fo infa- 
mous an ufe P Yon pretend to maintain the ionocency of 
a ihoufand abufei, which, thoagfa permitted to the reft of 
. men, wdnld be forbidden to you 7 You enter into contd- 
tation, when it is intended to reflri£l you from the crimi- 
nal pomps of the world : You to whom the moll innocent, 
if fucb there be, are forbidden in future, and wbofe only 
drefs ought henceforth to be fackcloth and alhei 7 Can you 
ftill pretend to juftify cares, which are your inward fhante, 
and which bavefo often covered you with confn&on at the 
feet of the facred tribunal ? And Oiould fo much contef- 
tatron and fo many explanations be required, where your 
own fliame alone Ihould amply fuffice 7 

Befides, the holy bdnefs of piety no longer looks up- 
on, but with horror, that which has once been a fiumb- 
ling'block to us. Tite contrite foul examines not whether 
he may innocently indulge in it ; it fulBces for him to 
know, that it bai a tboafand times been the rock npcm 

which 



i|p S B K M O K XT. 

irtiidi be bia Seen Im imtAcenee ^Ut< WlMWver fatf 
been inflniaisiitai in IradiBg hhn to hit «vils. bccoawt 
t^Adly odkiM in llii^gbt, as tbr btUi dKnfvlTO ; what* 
evcT hM bMti aOiftiBg to hit pftffio«s. be equally dctefit u the 
pftffions tbcfnlclva ; trbatcvcr, ia a mnd, bu bcm At* 
Tonnbie to hit critii«, beootnet criminal in ; bit c^e*. 
Should it even h>pf« tbat we might be dilpefed to accord 
it to hit weokoefs, ab 1 hia «eai, hia cotapuD&iiHi, MraM. 
fejeA the indulgence, and wouM adopt the ifitercA* «f 
Gof t rigbteoafndt agaiofl men [ be could not ptvrvi 
upon himfetf to permit abafisi, which woi^be tbe mWi 
of recalling to bim hii pad dirorden ; he would alwaya 
entcrtdn a dread tbat the fttae maaBcr t^ afUng migbt re> 
cal dte famedifpofitiom, aodtbcB, engroflcd by the lane 
cam, bis heart wonid f nd iticif tbe fame ; tbe Me tm^ 
of bii pafi tnfiddiliei diftarbc and ■larmi bim ;- and, fit 
from bearing about with brnt their fid remafan, he wobU 
wi(h to have it itt Im power to remove even from tbe fpota^ 
; id to tear himfbK from the occupations, which rescar 
their Temembrance. And, furcly, what kind of «. peoi* 
fence mnft Aat be, which AM peMiirs ni to love iH ihofa 
thing! which have been the occaTion of onr gneateft critocs i 
And, white yet dripping from a fliipwreclt, can we toa 
flrenuoufly form the refolution of lor «ver flumuug 
tbofe rocisupon which we bad To htely ^it? 

Laltly, true penitence taufes m to flsd evety vbeia 
matter of a thoufand invifibte facrHtces. U does not con* 
fine itfelf to certain elTentia) privations ; every thing which 
flatters the paffions, every thing which noinifiiM tite fife 
of the fcnfei, every Tuperfluity which tends folcly to tbe 
gratification of fclf-lovc, alt ibefe become tbe fubjefi of 
its facrificei : and, iike a fliarp and grievous fwnd, ic eve- 
ry where makes dhiibn* and ft]>atatioB* painbd to the 

heart, 
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iMart, and cut* even to the qoick, whatever in the Asall'- 
«A degree ap]vmeheil loo near to the corruption of ouf 
pn^nfities. The grace of' cotnpunflien at once lead! 
At eontrite fovl to this pfHnt; it renders him lagentous ia 
pniiifliing himrelf, and atranget tnttters fo well, that every 
diing ferves in expiation of his ciinic* ; that dutie», foctat 
lotercoarfe, honours, proTpcTit^ , and ,dte caret attehdant 
upon 'htf ftation, become opporttinities of proving ht« me- 
lit ; and that even hit pleafiires, through the eircunfpefitoa 
and fiiith with which they are accomptBied, become pnife- 
. worthy and vittuons aOiohs. 

Behold the divine fecret of penitence I As it officiated 
here below towards the criminal (bu), fays Tertnllion, as the 
jnfKce of God, and as the juIHce of God fliall one day 
pnniOb guilt by the eternal prtvatton of all creatures whicli 
Uie finner bath abufed, penitence anticipates that terrible 
Judgment; it every where impofes on itfelf the aiofi rigor* 
ous privations; and if the raifcrable condftion of human 
life render the ufc of prbfcnt ihmgs fit!! requifiie, it em* 
ploys them nmcfa leTs to flatter than to puaiOi the reofesk 
by the fober and aultere manner in which it applies them. - 

Yon have only to cidctilate Arei«upon the truth of your 
penitence. ' In vain do you appear to have lefk off the hra^ 
tal gratification of the paffions, if the lame pomp and 
fplendour are reqnifite (owardi fatisfying that netural in- 
dinatioo, which courts diftinfitotl through a vatnmagniS* 
cence ; the fan^ profufions, in confeqnenee of not having 
the couragetodeprivefclf'IoveofaccBflomedfuperfluiiies; 
ihe fame pleafcres of the world, tn confequence of be* 
ing unable to do withont it ; the fame advantages on the 
part of fortune, in confequcnce of die continual defire of 
riling fuperior to (Kbers : in a word, if you can part with 
nothing 
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nothing, ' you ezcrude youffeir item notBing'; even '■ Jthfl - 
ting that all thofe tttacbroenU vthiA yoa ftill pTefenFfrOouId 
not be abfolute crimes, yc^r heart i> not penitait ; yotir 
manaeri are apparently difoeu, botall your piffions ara 
flill the laiDC'; you are apparently cfaugn), bin jKn-itciiQC 
converted. How rare, my brethren, are tr^ peaiteAti t 
How common are vain and fuperficial convcrfioiul Avd 
bow many' fouls, changed in the eyes of the-w<^d> ' A«U 
one day fiqd themfelvea the lame berorC G8d (' 

But it it not enough to hive attuned to that degrCeoC 
felt'denial, which keeps us without the circle of Mtii£fion ; 
to the aUurements of guilt j thoffc laborious' UeiirtilAEs 
BuA liLewife beaiddcd, which walh out itrfliini.- Has, 
in the third place, the finner of oar gofpel it not n^Ucvted 
with having (acrificed her hair and her perfumes to Jtiflu 
.Chrill; flie pro&ratei herfcli at faU feet, OtewaQies them 
with |ier tear*, fhe wipei, Ihe kifies them : and as thethiid 
diforder.of her fin bad been a fliamefal fubje&ian x/f ber 
ienfet, Oie begini the reparation of thefe criminal lewd- 
peffet, by the humiliation and difguft of tb^ lowly Ar- 
VKei. 

Neyr inftruStton: it is oot fufficient to remove fromthe 
paOtoni, thofe allkfrements which incite them; kit lUiewifiB 
aece/Tary that laborious excnions of fuch vtimes as "are 
mo&opppGLe to them, infenCbly rcprcfs, anil' recarthcm 
to duty aod order. You, were fond of giming, plcafdres, 
Mnufements, and every thing which compofes a woridly 
life; it is doing littl^ to cut ofT from thefc plealures Aat 
portion which may Hill ^ondu£l to guilt ; if' ycfa wiOi that 
the love of the world be extihguifhcd in your iieatt, it is 
necelTary that prayer, retirement, filehce; ^nd aEh of cha- 
rity, fuccecd to thefe dilTolute manners ; and that, not fa. 

tiified 



fl]r/mtl,ll»wot]4 itfdf. By giviF)gy<Hirifliuji'fo.boiHi4r. 
left and Qumeful paflioni, you have Fortified the empire 
wS'./Ht, fcnfe^ftdiof .Ae fleA j it ii; vtit,S4ty (Vlfiftittg. 

VRtttog, l^.;ok«.«t .itK»tifi(;ati(Mi,'gndu^y.e;tttfigqiai' 
(bltfq,4iapU(c firef, veakeo ihefe liendencici, b?conie un., 
fgycUNble jthrough a loog iadulgen(%x>f.vc>luptuottrifers, 
^ni.nOt (only mnove guilt .from you, but opera^^ at I 
ibay fyy, to diy Up its foorce ' io. yvur heart. Oiherwife 
ltJf:ff«»ril«i:yQUflBly reqder yporftH.njQrc mi/erabic : the 
eM-MUtftaaeduwliiicllyofi Iball;bave broken without. bav. 
i^ iweakqned, itad, ;^^ jt - were, xwtf d -tb^n tr<e:m yoM> 
bcaAt>)r ntvtific^tioDi vrill inceSanily! be.T4n«wiitg iheix 
. MUwlU'] ytnir paffi<»»i becftmeraoFcviqleBtandiiDpctuoul 
by being checked and fufpended without your having we^^ 
eaedaod overcome them, will make you undergo agitations 
and ftonVi fuch a* you hadneveire^cpemnced even, in 
gUilti: jtoU'Will behold, yourfelt oa.the pctjtti, evrry me^ 
(HVi of- a melandiqly Ihipwreck ; you will ne\'er lafle of 
pcKP'ii)' tlii) nett; life, Vou will find yourfelf moric weak, 
iRQCf cxh^Aedt more aaimated for pleafure, .moreeafy to 
bt lb|Jmi> >ud ipore difgufled with th^lerviceof God, in 
ibit 9at« . ot . iraperfefi penitence, thw .you had even been 
fOnn^riy it. dte nidit of diflipation : every thing wiU be. 
.cpme-arocic to yo^; you will be a continjial temptation to 
yourfaU ; you will be aAonilhed to find within you a ftill 
'greater repugnance to duties; and, as it it hardly pofliblc 
<o fland out long againfl yourfelf, you wjlL^ion become 
^ifguAed witfa.a rirtuq by which you fufier lomuch; and, 
in confe^ uence of your haviog wiOicd to be only a tranquil 
.(mdpiitigate4p4niteBt, you will be an unhappy one, without 
confolatton, without peace, am) confe^uently without per- 
/enrance. To augcneiu and multiply the facrifices ii to 
.abridge thf fuQfrings in virtue ; and whatever wr are in^ 
I. Vol. I. H3 duced 
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Autxd to rpotw to die paffioiu,' beeotBa n&n dw psutti^ 
aKM aiul the 4irguft thin tbe Ibftening oE our pBAkence^ 

The laft dirordervrfuCb had »ceAmpaRi«d tbt fis 41 lb* 
wotnm of- our gofpelf wm tbe pnblicBcfi of thC'fsMidd M« 
Icnditig'tbe corruption of her ronduQ. ' The fcindal of tte 
law, which wai dtftoDoured te llie ojHiiion of the HooUb* 
aodof To invny other gendlbt, fprckd chtoughout PdefiiM, 
and who, witnefBng tfap tll.condua' of our fibner, took 
«cca&on, no doubt, fpMn it, toblafphctoctbcnancol-tlw 
Lord, to defptfe the ftuQity of bfilaw, to InnltD tbeta<- 
felvet in their iitipiout fiiperftitiofli, ntd 10 look upoli tbe 
hope of Ifnel and- the vrondert of Go^ afrrelMed ia tbo 
holy book*, u fifibniinveatedtoanufeacrcdlUain'peo- - 
pie. 

Scandal of plact : Her iU>coodu& bad been cMfpicn- 
oua in the city,' that i* to fay, in the capital' of ttiM 
coontry ; from whence the report* of fuch accideaU' tntt 
foon circidated throughout Judeai Now.behoM tbcJciQ« 
data for which her penitence makes ceparatioa : th« ftaai 
tial of tbe law, by reoounctng tbc fupcrftiiious' tradilioM 
of the Pharireet, who bad adiiJterated their preeeptt ( and 
by confeffing Jefui CluiAi who wai tbe end and the- fttk 
filtoent of them. For, too Irequeutty, afiek- bavieg 4if<- 
honoured religion in the mindi of the impioot* thr ou gh 
onr excedea and fcandaloUB condufi. We igam diAononr 
it through onr pretended piety ; we create for oUrrelves k 
kind of virtue altogether worldly,' ftiperficiali and pharifai- 
cal ; we become fuperllitioiu wtthoul becoming penitent ; 
we make the abi^ |of devotion TiJcceed to thole of tbe 
world ; tbeonly reparation we-make Cor tbe foandd ot our 
debaucberiea, is that of a fenfual piety; and we icAed 
■more difgrace upon virtue, through tbe weakneffes and iK 
- -.lufiona 
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loioai'vfaick wa mmgle wtdi it, tfaui we did ty odr fl^n 
■uiawowffdawfiin. Thwtbe ut^ioos oKntonhudo** 
sd4a ^ir (iiiii]iut^, ind more ntnov^ bom convcifioi^ 
b^riiecxBiqplriai'Wir'^fe pcnkence/ thm'cvsrtbsy bd 
fiuiMri^ laubjif the csanpda even oifOMT fieeiL . 
- . I ■ ■ . 1 '_::.■.'. .iin; j . L.-i i . ; ; 
' ■ JbeBIf, the Inutid of idace: Tfau,iMM edy wlmbbftd 
Web Ike tfaiUit-ar kcr. jUiw lod itf bet oim>a, Utmmtk 
tbatoC-bet'pAiuiwet : Shr<gMtfiot luprcttred jdicAM 
fpimfmt~mtmJmfe'»H:»aibn-te»n; flta likmHyadWBi- 
tagff,' tikcififodevni, «f the ftadfeiiaf iligfcito coaw <b 

ikdiLoeuio of .tbecitfv; iBxvder ta:c(MWCkllroia.tbet)>i^ 

of itliat gM^ci^r vAwbAr hadfcrtd^fad by fan coiulqO, 
IlK.^ittr>iatO"tl}clKKife «E tbt ^ktfifM,.«gldu nakaSnii 
«f-A)kBiittiag4«»tai«c/utfpefiaM>r«&lief;>iAimce« ihaTe 
lMA(f<bad-hM»vii«ere*«f:bh ioolMr jcrinet. ' Eerokea, 
aiilttbimag4tfyVaiiibbwari4.'4o^ieiaiin debiudiny.'it 
i»€»^ta.'^aJkAiK-vHtm»i ^'«ymof iha:pai>Ua:iidimot 
li^fnnfeandikiejtOiiM.dBriBf ■eoc jliffipattMi; tfacy^lxt. 
^MM 1» IB «iirptaiMBct I -iMU' ilicet -ivart caral^tly Ud 
apahWti^i^i.Opr Tiittet iwihwliwud wdlcauiioiM ; we 
4lr«tMtM Mb idMcWeuT*^ fw >fiu Cfaria; we tin 
lAamed to fliew onrMvet in aligUtfomewwiu;' wtbaMe 
glcnied in vice aa if it had bteti a virtue, and we bluOi for 
■Mvtf Viittfotjti i^tbangbSt wme-e flianek 

.-"A(<ilii-JoitNMtt!fintiCr4a«l«ot^w«attmidincyil, fob 
A«iif)t'^tiiiwd'in'gQ*di>ft*btBCi,:avco with « holy iofeo- 
4biltt]ft.-tbe repanAcfoi riie..pharir<H, who recomitt in 
Abc-frafincc of ^Utba gttefi*^ the iofamy of brr pft man- 
nCTi. Forthew«rklt9j|^fi«lby«batpbarifeet feelsagtati- 
. 'fifatiMi in the meao pleafare ol recalling the tomwr errors 

of 
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ot<jilMrB>iiM>tii.'gnKe hith tobcbciFi bn &em reapag- in^ 
cMcsaon faomthrirpntfedtgaod-foadufi, hit eoMiaiil- : 
lydwrlliog upoiitbaii'paB-trregu|irit]t(.jt;tneito woUb 
ihe tnerit of >wiiabthey now do^ 'by ■ nnfewifcg vptm^ttrf 
occafion the Kaambnnoe of.wtat iHejihKrm^ 4fmtniit 
would appear that tbe erron which thej' lamem uitfaorirc 
tbafio wbkbwe'liiwi,iaiid in wMdr wiet-flUl boptinodl to 
live; aid rhM.'icii.ilidkrc^lowaUefbrait«te£MMfi;lhRii 
ml.and, fin cere peiutniti repent of having been fo. 'Itit' 
thsi, Ony IGodl UMt-^vny-iinqg workcth aui:«iii.dp)> 
Arnftum,' and Uud,>iBflcMi of Uef&Dg.itid |>nifibg-'tii* . 
ricbei of thf nwreywifani tt^^^wiriHhvwtfi .trarMfaai) - 
^USblnicfooKfrooi ibctw^»<rf!padiiioiiL hod UiAud.«C' , 
Iwit:^ cjfcfted^ AMbi'gnni exaniple^ <li>'Un«l*ecf vrfe >«•., 

amj.iafcofible'aaiibbMdtofai^^paMMMice^'iwe'He'oocqpiel' 
onl^ in reciUiqg tiif<«niink a«. If «« Wwe .'cmilled'froM 
tbe^to raf-'toourfM«<, thattve'lwrti«iathtii^'to-'<bMid 
zn dcbwDheir ; tlmaap da^ ofotUgr'Wt-AaH iilurwiretei. 
c«fiiecoMni«;'aiid>ihutbft£nca«ftpeMteBii^-hM»gqn)t 
j>een.i>erhaip* flill'.noM decpij'i'iitvolydd jtiiaii.-w«>i» ipMt 
jiaflieiu, weoeed'nM •dcfpairofwDe dRf'^OT Mhtr b«jo^ 
iibic lo quit ibcB aswcB^M tbsf J O.iiajilicaMrfaliAda^ 
oi- nan. that finds :iijdiK«aoptt»^OfiMaiiichA>ir «veb>iirtlK 
«xaii4>lea ol penitcnccl ' - .f - • i ."v :i' 

Sudiwcretho.Hpantiaa» •f.qfn>.fiinKrj. -Biittfi;itU 
ao error to reprerent to o«rfelv« a change of life m the 
^Dople ccfiuion of twV ;{w«m- dcbaaeblnH; 'Mdintii; ad- ; 
■dug. to! that .tbore«vpiauMi*wliidJ>w«fti«hi>ai'diit<tfiitu' 
Jikswifr anotber not I^ <)aDgeto»v.tb*-»«ifiderii)g .thcA' 
ei^iaiiof I aft involving you in -a^tMliMi^g loony, ^vTCtdU 
e4r,ffBd bojide&. i^M^ HfewliBVing Mttuiotted to yoH 
I ■ ■ -■ ■ .: f -.:•..;-■:-:..■ .-.At 
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lay-b^wyoir-tlM conhtafcrn^fi .■..-■;.; (; ■/ o.l . .-- I-j.j 

.- pAitT8Ir-CamruntDinw;^!fxyirTjeftnCbrift-, aU-jwwb* 
are wrtr^ lofahe 'w^-'b€iini^irjrr'tJt*«»T'^9**"lw«' 

mT burden it.il%hti: . ;: ■- !: ,':>(: > ;. ; <■ ■. ^ ■-' • .\ 

. •TbtaipM^iliV'UtlivflM e9<aHt«iirtiniroalsi!wti»ifea(i 

ihe~iriltifn<lfiwf )tk«:e^iWr%]rt'^»lit-f»fpirp Jliti«fta,'-tv«rf 
tlHRg'wM«6 tad teKtWTl^ ■'bBWwBw'.'iii'bgf rfiWp Mi otut 

Chvtft'^aK! irtiippy^ itirqigliittHJ liiih*ndkM>Wlitt^f darioj; 

: ;>-.■■;;:,..-. rirvi .■:... i, Vi n-r.nw vy..'T. i.\ ■/; t-s vr ■! 
Vei nr I«mbi4tit an4tii9itMmii> t»^ Nad feftB' li«r<firS 

Mbtin df'bat- '|ieBiiMi)C. ^iwM^id«rilt£&wl|i9r Jdlit 
■qbdifti'awl abe wida^lffcnAw tetWcMtWdlvthtftt&dM^ 
Jot^andi tba jmfiiM love^fakk 1«# Mikeru» «(ij(Afll^ b^ 

isgVf ■Batin'Cfaft c or ld po a Jwfcci;.' ''-Ur'.u :i'>;i:- ':: -> 

In tbe olqea : the d»priwtyi»f <«f >li w r t V'<i» < *tl« tfcW 4 

bcf td men, corraptrd, inconflrac, deceitkij,. rather com- 

ipznioia.df^diei'deknaAnfFiHiaTeal-Meidi^'leTa'WU^teit 

to> Tenln>ifafr>k^>prt tUia «inlti*« tofb«'^ti(k«hNt6t 

theicowit iabrdoNte'itifiilinf «»'Bitir,'wlW"ili)rijFkj(Mb 

icotiHiti^.itiw a gmifivdipifitaiiirniAiRiiteM, 9n wbdk 

eyeir frointtfae iitoBwnt: dntitb«^iABVf 'ot>tu«fd ih«ii« wilirt, 

tlMt aafartdtiite d^a'eiTtbdrivK tenia* '^viltvffiri 

. . hMerul. 

t 



lMcHI;lbBNB.ifbde.'wct)UMflat)«rliic«), mt^ « m» mA 
McOt Ok wdl knew, sod iriuM flw MWinUy Kh4ow* 
kdged to be anwonbjr of her haut, and to whom fflie paid 
mayrmeaiioji, iriotedinJugKthisnnfvtanMBblutf pdSbn, 
llntp.-lfaeifceK. -ckoke- -of kirrorfOM; in 4-^tard| t»in««, 

btlit7»-and; Irnvfai-.tUogBiiaA hKhcait. Htr pcttitticc 
Mtacbei bcr to Jelos Cbrift, the nedrlLof iaU mttoe; Ac 
foorca of all grace, the principle at ail Hgfat; the more 
OeAaditaMi^.^WiMm 4MV lie- dMnev*' Wi giMBefi 
ii*di:atiailr}.*fari aiaEe>>ibp^f<ei Udi tike- Wort JomOk 

f«iKiin>cd fior;iKK:)fl»t|«) iittenfi* «h)wi« ■mIm' ii iai«- 

fecure ber iatMttatlbipinMft ttyAmiUyUUmSa^tiiA. he*. 
froK •oung fo nasf Hooien of Judab, bf in owr flaw i ng 
flt^n^fy, wteftfteJwl mMkte^ Jieifclfr<b»-»ot oonTitftru- 

4N,i«a»;4i«,ftet<mUj«HitlMaf:bwp«49 ^Wn^to^^cfi* 
Clml^ wbo> bM >M«4idiMi bv/htottr bfi pilr^K« k; 
«b»AWift»diiti.iiBtiiijlilii pi WHUdlUlKfld tfiftkiakipKcitf 
of it> deHrei t who has filM.tihftiiAolCfiitMitrtd^litr |eve; 
who bai refiored to her that intemal peace, which creatam 
fe«M«l4slfem:<M4nl*li>flaw»i<; ;> '. t : ' I ' . ' ' ' 
.[■-,■. villi, ( ,;rrt-.-. . ,3(1.!; .jor-i .i.:-iT .--J .!■'/-■■ » 
: : ^i«y>-TgtiM HflMr lM9.aB!ti«b« MntinMtakrfeqi 
mwrnrot.. -mIw.: w . but. ithina. dBiaioa nHipkaAowat-? 
.Wpuldft-lliw: fajhc.ipwe Jy bitriitiig rfHinltor th^-dMUMt 
4lwi fbw .iNw ;d«A . ill ilMVifaig tbtm ? WodU .n^tneittJ 

iwliielti««n(bttd«b«ftiHidiniMt:ibB^ Ahl T&M amt 
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Jbid Mwy thing li^ and eolfy in ci>ninMfi>n;with tb4 
end agintkMi which ntulwtbMfoaakapp^ingrih;^ Dib 
|K«iwer in UKBl^«a-aE bertovt^ ^ ■ ■ i :■■ ■. 



■ iMiuWfOe'Ja the fttpr^' lliB'ezcab-oE paffisnhid led 
fa*r-4*- k-ilNubnd t^, vampfoStwo^u bti'^iaBluMiottt 
her gloryt and btr raifMi>| hxAkA htr to.m«keia facri&ci 
to ttttta at ber-qtiiet, herJAcMnttiDni^ -.bee honour, anH 
her liberty* t lo ihwwfel cwwte&nnfioij*, and ^fiigieeiblfc 
fubmiffioiM i lo importaat ficrificn, for which the onl^ 
Wwniwi thbir.thinkiDg nhe^w M trt morechtitlod {fiom 
thence to exaaftillnMKrtor.Tnch-ia the'ingtaiitode-oF 
.moat ths inoce yon «lki4 then'.to-'bec^BK .wafien of 
.your heart, the mora tbey crefi tbenfelvM its tyrant : . in 
tb«ir opinion, tha ntoe6oi)aiiir«iachiDcattO:tk«Bi dimt^ 
hiOiee iu.iaant i and they pwiifli ynulqlr tefdroar and the 
flwne- «l you^uaiUpona, by .taking ocoaioo; catn^from 
thence, to Tufier all, eMn totheir gntitode, tobc-oootad. 

- fiohoM die gtatetul retuma expe ri ea ced by: onrfinner 
in the wayi.of the palQoiu I But in- her penitence every 
ithaog » lechontdt tbfe .flighted flap.whish fhe taket fur 
Jafa»Chriliii. noticed, .ia pc^ed. ia defended by Jrrw 
Chrift biatfaUd The pharifee vainly cndeavouta to teffeat 
fatr merit, (for the worid never ftadics but to dhnlniAthe 
value of, the vtrtuts of th> juft),' the Sariour ondcnakes 
her defence : " Sceft thou thii woman?" faid be to biirtt 
at if he thereby meant to fay, Knoweft thou all the merit 
of the bcrifieea which Ifae makoi to hm, and how far the 
flnenfth and tha exccfref her love tor mc extend? Sb« 
liathnot ceafed. to wa&sy'fiEet with teBra, and to wipe 
them with the bain ^ b«r head- He reckon*, he ob- 
fervet. every, tbing ; a figb, a tear, a fimplc movemcot dt 
the heart ; nothing ii io|i appn him of whatever is done 

for 
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tLe'teiidemdi/oE hia.beKtii wfeme^'wcll aiIui<B(l UMtwc 
tcTve BO ungnteful mifin-s.-bfe-Aiteryaliuit ovcd the iligbt* 
eA facrificn. " SeeA thou thii wonun ?" He vould, it 

did; tllU;■U.lfeBaadAiW'M.equWbleeSitDaCM■a■,Ju|&■ 
MC of Jwr hn€,.»ad of W:^n^ be QO'.liMpr^fMs ba 
ddnucberiei ;. fae fdrgett ;« whole, lite of crrot kod gmU ; 
befeet^ooTjrlwr (flpsotmceuid'ber teua. > - 



' Now, what cw)falatioBfoi<R!;otitrite foul, tobtvejtja 
; her pener to -f>y to herfelf, TiUmoM,: J have^ Itted op- 
ly for ercor ind - vlinityi}'iiw'daqti, my; yean, my. caret, 
my inquietudei, my ■dtftreOef/Bll are tuthcrto loft, and 
no longec ' exifi, crea ia-ilie. aeemory of ibofe .men. for 
whonaloae'I have lived, for.wifomalaiiol have faciificed 
every thtn^; ^. raaituda, 'iiiy. lawtfinni, my aaxiettet* 
Have never^boai repaid -btU-withiagratitude; bot,,htace-, 
fonb, whatever I do for Jefui Chrift will receive iu full 
eftinution ; my fuSennga^ my affiiSioiu, the flighieftira. 
rrificei of ay heait; my figbs, my teari, which I had to 
often flied in raiii. for cteaturca ; all (hall be written in im- 
mortal chanfien in the book of.iifc.: all tberefhall ctcr^ 
nally exift in the remembranoe of. that faithful . Ma£cT 
whom I lerTc; all. theft, in Ipitc ol the de(e& mingled 
wi^ them by my weaknefa and my convption, fltall be 
excafed, and even purified through the grace ot my Re- 
deemer ; and he will crown his gtfti by rewarding my fe^ 
tie deferti : I no longer live but for eternity ; I no longer 
labour in vain ; my' days are real, my lUe ii no longer a 
dream. O my -brethren, whit a hlefied-gain is piety! 
And how gnat are the confolationt which a foul recalled 
to Jefut Chrill receives, i6 compenfation for tbe trifling 
loJTcs which he facnfices to hjm I . . 

LaAIy 

r:,oii,7=rir, Google 



rat wowAir WHQ wn a sihhol 41^ 

^XtStf, Difference in the certitude of ibe coirri p ond* 
pibe.. That loye ot cmlurei wbicb aElnatsd. aur.finncTi 
had^wiyt been itteDded with th« moft cruel uncertiimicf* 
One is alwajrs fi^picious of Ml e^ual return ot love:. the 
lieait if iogentmiT in readcriog itMf tuhappy, and i* tor-> 
ttientiog iticH with Vsin lean, fa^icigni,.and jealauGea'j 
t^e mofje gtMront, fn/e, ud fnnk it i* hlcdf, the moM 
doth- ithiftMr; it is the nactyr of it* own tliftruflr. Yon 
kavw this wdl;:wid it doec not beloi^ to jne to pceten^ 
. tp ipt^^ from tbil place die laogo^ of your extravagaitc 
jjaffictos. ■ . - 

- -BtU '.What a b^w deltiay in the change oi l«r lovcl 
jlcircely ii-herlovc of Jefut Cbrift connicaccd, wbenJh« 
ft certaib ot being beloved '. ' Ox faesn from hit divine 
liiouth. the fiiiveurable finitcnee,. which, in reaitiiag her 
tm, eottfirim to-her ibeiovoand tbeaAtSion of Un^wfao 
zemib tbem : not-only areher dftbauehnin forgoucB, but 
the ilurgedfio be convinced in herowo mitid, ihattbey.aic 
jloilgotteii, panloDed, and waflwd oat ; all her feart are pie* 
Rented, and groand is no tnorc left for niftroftor unceiv 
iai'ivy ;' nor Can ;Ihe loogrr {u§p^ the love of Jefiw Cfarifl, 
without at the fame time fafpe^ngbis pow«-,.aiid the 
&ithfulne(i of his promifti. 

,. Such it the lot of a c<Bitriie foot on quitting the tiibtmal 
yhert JeratChri0, through ibe miDiftfy-of tbeprieft, bay 
remitleddduiicheries, which he has walked out with bw 
(earsandhis love. Infpile ot that tiaceruunty infeparaUc 
from the preTent flate of life, wliethct be be wonhy of loyc 
or bailed, an inleraal peace bean te&imoiy in the bottom 
of hit heart Om he is reftored to Jefas.Cbrifi : be e»- 
{leri^cet a calm and ajoyiDbiaconrcience, which. caa ba 
tbjc fruit of rigbteourneCi alone. . Not ihat bf is cqtiiicljE de> 
„. V«i„ I. I 3 ' li«red 
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livereiJ froin itarm aritl ap[irehenCoii oh accenat of b'n 
paft iafidclities, ahd.ttiat, in ccttAa moments, t^orefbr^' 
cibly ftruck wiiti torror at hii pift error*, ini tHc Teverit]^ 
of God's jiidgnxnti', he is liot templed to cbtifider aA is 
hopekri to liim ; btit Jefi^i Ctirift, vha liimlelF txtrtes 
there ftorms in his heart, has qUickl/ caftBtrJ rilrtn ; hh 
voice flill inwardly tay* to him, aS formerTy to I'fctcr sAirni- 
cd upon the waves : " O thou bf litlle faiife, wliefefore 
doubleft thou ?*' Have \ not given thee' ftffiti'erit pk»!i of 
tny kiodneU and my pTbtc6lioii P fl'eSe£t uptin Jdf thtt I 
have done in order to withdraw thee from the ways of irtU 
quity : I fr k not with fuch perfeveniDce the fluep that I 
love not ; 1 recal them not froln fo hi, to 1^ ih^Ht perilh 
before my eyes ; difiruft then no tfaore iny aReEHon ; dread 
only thine own lukewimmefs or Iftconftancy. firlt tbii- 
tblatioQorher'peAitencc; Uie dtfitrencbtAT bCrloTc:- 

The fecond is the facrificeof her paffion*. ■ SKt tecnrt 
Btthe feet oi Jefus Chrift her perfutUes, her hair, aR tht 
atiathinenti of her h tart, all the deplorable mSniinentso^ 
her vanities, Im'd of her Crimes ; ind do hoi ihpp«fe thib 
in aAingthtisOiefacrificesherpteafans ; flic tacriEeet only 
her anxieties and her punilholchti, 

, In vain is it (aid that the cares of the palhons coaftttute 
the felicity of thofc poJTeSbd b^ thfem i it ik a language in 
which the world glories, but which ■ cxpei'ience beliel. 
What punifhnlent to a worldly foul, aniciods to pirttc, aft 
the foltcitous careJ of a beauty, tohtch -fodes tod dccsyk 
"every day I Whit attcnlibns ahd conftraihts ! They muk 
uke upon thbnireWcs, tip6n their inclinations, upoh ihefr 
pleafures, upon their indolence : ^hat inward vexStibni, 
when thefe cares have bieea uhivailing, *nd when more 
fortunate charmi have atttafted the generri uttntioa ! 

Vhm. 
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IBptft (jr^avoy » ih«rQf wiftow! I* waft, however, b^ 

^toii^d (o, iq rpfte ot deranged a^n, a rcmon&ntiny 
)m/b9p<)> tr^defmcn who inunpitri aild whp dearly fell thf 
teqiiffioBi periupi required. I £17 nothing of the cares of 
ftnbittpq : wb^t 4 life is tfuf {jalfed iif defigns, projefls, 
lean, bopet, aljrnfs, jealouflei, fubje£liQni and mcannef; 
kf ! I rpeak not o^ a profan^ coane£Uon : what terroif 
left the myftery be laid openl What eyes to (bun I , What 
tgie* to (Receive t AVhat mortifying repjilfes to undergo 
frotn the veiyj>erfi>9 for whom they have perhaps facrificed 
their honour and their liberty, and of' whom they dare not 
even coipplain ! To all thefe, add tb^fe crud moments 
when paflion, Icfs' unruly, allowf us leifureio infpc6laur^ 
felves, and to feel the whole infamy o( our (ituaiion ; thofe 
foments in which the heart, boro for more folid joys, 
wearies oi its own idols, and finds ample puniOiment in 
HI difgujls and in its ^wn incopQancy. World profane I 
If fuch be the felicity thou vauateft fo much, diftinguiOi 
\))Y worlhippers, and, by crowning them with fuch an 
happinefs, punifli'them for the laith which they have fo 
creduloufly given to thy promifes. 

Behold what our finner calls at the feet' of Jefvt Chrift, 
ber bonds, her troubles, her llavery ; in appearance, the 
inftrumeiits of her pleafures, in truth the fource of all ber 
afiliAions. Now, granting that this were the only confo- 
Wioi^ of virtue, is it not a fuffictently grand otie, that of 
Ijeliverance from the keeneft anitieties of tbe paflions t* To 
liave your faappinels no' longer dependant upon the incon- 
flancy, tbv perfidy, and the injullice of creatures ; to 
hav^e placed yourfelf beyond tbe reach of evenis ; to poT- 
fefs 10 your own heart all that is wanting towards your hap- 
jpincfs, or to fuSce, as I may fay, to yourfcit 7 What do 
you lofe, in facrificing gloomy and anxious cares, in or< 
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der to find pcMe and JDwan) joy i aadtoloftMfix^tfiil 
Cbrifi, it it not, » the apoftle ftp, to have gaiocil alf ? 
Hy faith hath made fhee whole, faid the Saviotfr to t^ 
^otoMo : go io peace. Bdu)^ll the tmfure which flie re- 
ceivea in retorn Epr the paffions facrificed to hnti : behold 
the reward and the confolation of her teare and of hir n- 
pCQtance, that peace of mind which (he had never, as yet, 
been able to find, and which the world hath never bellow- 
ed. Fools ! lay* a prophet ; mifery to you, then, who 
dtag on the load of your paflions, as the ox in labouring 
<irags on the chains of the yoke wliich gatli him, and who 
xulh on to your deftruSion by the way even of angaiOi, 
fubjedion and conftratnt ! 

Laftly, By her Gn fite had been degraded in the eye* of 
tneo : they bebeld with contempt the (hame and the infamy 
of her condufi ; flw lived degraded from every ri|;ht which 
« good reputation and a life free from reproach beRow ; 
and the pfaarifee is even afloniflied that Jelui Chrift Ibould 
condeTcend to fufier her at hii teet. 

For the world, wliicfa antborifei whatever leadi to dilS- 
IHttion, never fails to cover diffipation itfeli with in&my; 
it ^proves, it juftifiet the maxims, the habits, and the 
pleduies which corrupt the heart ; and yet it infifts that 
innocency and regularity of manners be united wiih cor. 
ruption of heart; it infpiret all the palSoni, yet it always 
blames the confequences of them ', it requires yOu to Itu- 
dy the art of plealing, and it tJefpifes you from the mo- 
ment that you have fucceeded ; it* lafcivious theatm re- 
found with extravagant piaifes of profane love, and itf 
convcrfationt conlift only of biting fatircs upon thofe who 
..yield them Icives up to th« unfortunate tendency ; itpraifes 
: the graces, the charms, ttie ipiferable talent* whi,ch light 

up 
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up tnrpare defiret, and it loadi' yoa with flvertiftiilg -ftamie , 
ind reproach fn>m the moment that you appear inflamed 
vith theni. ' O how infinitely above defcriptiDn wretched 
are thbfe who drag on in a ftill'beloTed world, and which 
they find themrelvrt incapable' ot doing without, the mi*, 
ferable wrecks of a reputation, either blafled'orbiit feebly 
confirmed; and wherever ihey fliew themfehres, tovoule 
the remembrance or the fuipicion ol their crimei I ' 

~ Such had been the affli^ont «nd the difgtaces, witfa 
which the paStons and the debaurheriet ot our finner 
were followed ; but her penitence reflorea to her more ha< 
nour and more glory than bad been taken from her by the 
infamy of her crimei. Thii finner, fo defpifed in the 
world, wbde name waa oever mentioned without a btiifh, 
i( praifed "for the very things whicb even the world confi- 
ders as molt honourable, viz. klndnefs ol heut, generofit^ 
of fentiments. and the fidelity of an holy love ; this fin- 
ner, with whom no comparifoit durfl ever be made, and 
Whofe fcandal was without example in the city, is cxdtcd 
above the pharifee ; the tmtb, the ftncerity of her bitb, of 
her c6VilpHn^on, of her love, meriu at once the prefer- 
ence over a fuperficial and pbaralaicat virtne ; Lmfifyy 
This finner, wboTe name ms concealed, at if unworthy of 
being pronounced, and whofe only appellation, i* that of 
her crimes, is become thegloryof JernsChrifl, thepniliB 
of grace, and an honour to the gofpel. O matchlefi 
.power of vinuel 

Yes, my brethren, vitue renders us a fpedade, worthjr 

. of God, of angeU, and of men : it once more exalts a 

fallen reputation ; it renews our claim, even here below, 

to rights and honours whicb we bad forfeited ; it wafhea 

out fiains, wbreh the malignity of men would wlfli to be 

immortal: 
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WWWlrt ' *>«iPW M (P:»I>e i^wnts of JfeGis ppr^ 

gfcff Ifipwrly wwpnbj; : if falU fortl( iq us 4 tltwuffi^ 
)If^i4^^, SH^MifJti wbij;^ tl*? vgr^ ^f the {lafEpns M ^1- 
i;(9ft ifioff^f eggalghci: La^iy, if ^u?& more glory to 
|w, !^^. oijjr naA ft^V¥?.ers lud ^ttuh^ (hamc and con- 
(fnijt^ ^yhjle Jot^h u rui^Iljom to the will of God, hp 
is the ctfrf? 9^ Ht^zye}}, ^d of thf partb ; even idolater* 
srr under the neceCfity of faparating him from iheir fociety, 
{■xfof i^VDg hjfD 0|it,,.af a child of jpfjiniy a9|d maledic- 
lira; a^.t^ ^^7 9^ t poo^? i? ^c only. afylRif) io 
yhii;^ )^ cap ponceal bif reproach ajod fl^me. Bu touch- 
(4 with co;^u^ ff^pe))' ^1^*^ ^ iniplored (he (jteiii^ 
gBfT^ics of th|e G^ of bit Fa^ert, wbei) ly; becpmes the 

Ufef^plcijniletoreiulethiiphoQoifr still xhfi] unheard of ; 
MhfYi^ thrpiioce bimfelf, fifll of reljped Ipr bis victue, de- 
ffippdf iron} tffc Uu^on^r. ^'^ <^vcrs h^mTelF vrith fackdot^ 
•ml alhci, in obpi'ieitQe to the sjan of Cod- Tbo/b pi^< 
jOffu wbfch tl^ }!i'?i|d pi^iiju aod inf^jres, had drawji up. 
9(1 ui ^^ ,^(ipf empt evpo t^f the world ; virtue Vf kich tbe 
yr^^ .c^ifi^, aod cpB;bais, attpJSs to ^s, boyeycr^^^wil- 
,^{l^/ op it! j^rt, its yenaatiou an,4hoini^. 

, l)Wt» nffi ,^ fi?v«r. prev?n^ yoft th?n Mn tf m/iMt- 
ptg yojjur- fluine, w^ your ii)9>>i^u<^^*( w>i^ youi crimes f 
)»}t tfit jfCj^^tioiu of pepitepcc ybich alann you i!,Suli the 
longer you delay the more they multiply, tbe moi;e debts arc 
contraSed, the more you increaTe the neccflity of new 
ngpan to your wca^oefs. Ah ! if fhe reparalionf difi^u- 
|3ga yoi^ H pTefent, what Qi^U it one day he. when ypur, 
cijoKii, ptulti^lif^fl to infinity, almoll no punifiupent i|^hat< 
fVf^ jhall be caj^aUe of e;i;piatii^ tbem ? Tb9; H^ then 
Tglafffi j9;u ioto^^elpair ; umI ypu yill adppt tbc fDiferable 
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jKirty oF calling off all JFole, arlD oF rio tairi^ci^ rctko^in^ 
Upbh your falvation ; you will niPs up io ydurCiii lieii 
jxaiiTits, mi modes of rearohihg, in order to tfanquilizb 
j'our kind iii Freethinting ; f6\i willtioHnd^r as'h^6ilters k 
-pihiietite whicb *ifl thfca appear to you 'IrfiiJdinbni; 
Wheh ifae' emliarrairment'J^ of ihi 'cohrcieiitfr caiRe io i 
certa'inpoitw, wfc feel a krailiF gfooiB^ iatyfaffiUn ifl 
perlUadiiig otirfelvei, that no iifcbr^ce li Itft; Vfc' iriliii 
durietve^ on the FdunMibii of tlilthi. v/hka W^'f^t biit- 

Unb^li^to^ a'' mhcAy, mk ttji fabth&it tMW^ VtilM 
iUihb Ibngertobe found In I^ith; trom Ifa^'mo'ih^t^rffiat 
the chaos becomes inexplicable to us, vfi tJivb tUonftktltld 
it io OUT minds, that all is uncertain. And befides, what 
fliould there be lb melancholy and fo rigorous in repaia- 
tioqi, whole holy merit ought to fpring from tove ? 

Unbelieving foul ! you dread being unable to lupport 
the holy fadnefs ot penitence ; yet you have hitherto been 
able to bear up againll the internal horrors of guilt : virtue 
in your eyes feems wearirome beyond (uflerance ; yet, 
havcyou long dragged on under the Hings of an ulcerated 
confcience, which no joy could enliven. Ah ! Since you 
have hitherto been able to bear up againfl all the inward an< 
guilh, the bitternefles. the difgufls, the gloomy agitations 
of iniquity, no longer dread thofe of virtue : in the pAm 
and fu^nnees infeparable from guilt, you have under- 
gone trials far beyond what may be atuched to virtue ,- and 
doubly fo, hccaufe grace foftens, and renders even pleal'- 
ing, the fuSeringi of piety, while the only fweetcncr of 
guilt is the bitternefs of guilt itfelf. 

My God ! Is it polGble, that, for fo many years palt, I 
have had flrengtb to wander in .fuch arduous and dreary 

ways, 
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wafi, under tl(e tynnny of the world, and of the pafliDttt, 

and tliat I fiiould be unable to live witb thee, under all the 
trndernefs of -thy regards, under the wings of thy compaf- 
Oon, and under the prote£Uon of thy arm ? Ait thou then 
fo cruel a ma&er ? Tbe wfirlfl wbkb It/at^ thee not, bc^ 
{ieves that thoii rendereft niferable ihofe 'who ferve ibee : 
Ikut we, O Lord,* we know that thqu an the gentleft 
and beft .of mafters, the tendereft of aJl fathers, the moft 
luthiul of all friendt, the mpfi munificent.of . all beocfac- 
fOTii utd.tbat tbou'giveft. a &retaAe, by a tboMfand m- 
fnrd ,co^ro)«tiqn> with which thou iadulgpft thy fervapts 
here below, of that etenuT felicity which thou prepareft 
for them hereafter. 



j-,Goot^le 



SERMOR XVL 



. Matthew iv. 4. 

It is writUitt that manJluUl not Hvi ty irwd alene, 
■■ tut hytVtry'toord that prteudah out of the mouth of 

■■■■ Gffi. ' ' ' 

^Nothing cxn give a better idea of tbe power and of the 
'tilblliiiity of tbe word of ihc gofpe), than the images em< 
.f\^fi^ Vy Jefiu Cbrift'to fomel iu efieOs. One while it 
is'afacred fword, which is to divide father Trom child, 
ftufbiDd Iromwife, brbther from fifter, and man from btm- 
Atlf'i CO bend «11 miodf under the yoke of Akh, to fubju- 
gtti At Cctari, to triumph over fagei and the learned. 
»hd to exalt the fiandard ot die croTi upon the wrecks cff 
idoli, and of empire) ; through that ii reprclented to ut iu 
Bli^it, which tbe wfaole world hath been unable to reQfi. 

' Oae while it it ■ divine fire, fpread in an inftant 
tbroqghout the earth, which goes to diflblve the noun- 
fains, t6 depopiilate the cities, to people tbe forefts, to m* 
4«ce into aChes tbe profane temples, to inflame the mindt 
•f men, nd to make them By, like madmen, to deatti, in 
she Sgbt of nations ; and under tbclc parabolical traiu are 
Sgured to OS tbe promptitude of its iq>eiVioi»i ud tbe ra- 
pidjtjF of iu vi£loriis. '' 

' Vol, L K 3 One 

L,., , .J .Gdo'^Ic 



4^8 ■ B K H O tr XVI. 

One while it i* a myBcrioiu leaven, which jotna and le. 
unites the whole mart ; which bind* all lU parU U^etbcr, 
and impreflet upon then one genenl efficacy and virtue ; 
which overtbrawj the diftinSions ol Jew and Gentile, of 
Greek and BarWriA, am'^^tfj^All Oe fame name and 
the fame being : and here you comprehend how great tDuft 
be it! fuCUty aad'iatfaftl. iaigh>^ Uiaag it hath purified 
the whole univerfe, and of all nationi hath made but one 
people. -—.:.-:-'.■-. - - 

Another time it Hi z fttfiJ, 'W&Ietiat Grll appean loft in 
.t^ eaicA, tu*. atwward'i fjflriu^<up, ♦n4 nililtq>li(!a In 
fauadnd fold. And bcbold the ficA ctuT* of the fccutdi- 
ty : not the hulbandman who fows, but the invtGhKAuibor . 
who giveth the increafe. 

^ Put at prefiait J<^ui Chrift cptppfujCrJt^ I)fpMi„lTfawli 
feiveias thf food of roan; and jl^e tbeifhy- mev^;to,ifi. 
fonn, ua.lhat Uie. wwd of fhe gqfppl it a.pptferf»^^flilJVi 
lid BQuriSiii^titi oftespjmuciotutofMchaiisceiye U;iBt!^ 
^ direafed.^nd cf>rriy)Fcd heart, a^djLCcf^Iio^Iy M {ofl) 
who, ,with aq Jioly- appstA?» ino»"iH>i ^*C9*fclv« wA..tH 
aod who bring (o ifajs place a ht^t^jg^qitVc^Jo li^itift^ijU 

To confine myfelf then to thi^i ii]«a^.4j^^..ii{i!()ufig 
of the wonders which this word, announced by twelve 
poor. and humble joen, formerly wr9ug}it;tl4p)ighqHi<ihe 
umveife. X Ihall p^ft over in filenci^ t^efyifiil/ 9^1^ 
doSrine, the fublimity tif, its coiuifd^, tlif; fi^ifdpini ofijM 
toaxim*; and limiting mylelf to, tlu jqjlruflio^.qnj-t^ 
that which may render the word of tjie ^jpel wtjiob.-iM 
announce bL-neficial txi you, I,Jltall, inform., y^, fi'tUyk 
what are the difpontioni which ou^ht to accon^ny ymi t<l. 
thi< holy place for the parpofe of hearing'it ; and, fctyUld- 

., it. 
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HR. 'm SfNffipiiJIW «i*t pfery V*» » W« ^*' ^*o 

■I'+HT? I. -It «< «* Jfco My (>t e«4et«I*H»tki, f»ys fit, 
Abvi^i wbicbitillviSBlfim the jjml Aom dUtel Chnf* 

vtufbwi ;.(t, jn.AMi^iDiiioiirot «hrWt«i^isbbdir<»t*»l 

Now, to apply .Aiiljqiikii^ ttHmftlvt^^; «(^Ui;tbjt 
duciet of Cbriftian piety, there is undoubtedly none o( 

viH ky-iim §ipiih:t}/<io,i}ut»i «Mvi)g4^itMrt^w«c4rtif 
tbft'XaQwl*' AllnviM.cniwdf. i^A^JlfrariitcifDniifir-t 

1^ it*ll^ lp(A f^ :tbc b(«^.iI]cMnnt9i..W.l)qir the,wflr<|l Ai^ 
*))¥ kW- . .'QflT. tffiiplM «fe, bardly jTuftoifff to cantMntbv 
«iAltitv^A[!Mitvcn}9ti0&i)ffgENibtks^xnkM^t9rM<^ 
tjw Ottiqbflr pf i^'Mx fidcnbly M:t^ boHn^ t>f H(Ar«e>« 

4M>9i:««4^«|4ft-v)M«t l»veJ9enitlK«9lip( ChriAlBM^ 
CflMedion#«fiy4ttlfV i^nty «f :r?li«iww 1«VC npt Jt jVCitMr 
bpM, «itM)lM ill ifhtbi*. NevprtlwWl.'flf ajl (tw mtkUV 
4nw tOtSdvi M .(ke;flw!Bb tor Jtw icpsriiitiliuttiqil flf 4w 
t^ilfta, ttetejsNlpMtftJiMK fo ^uprafitiA^^i t)»t«f Ae 
WDni.) .«Dd -ilv mpftfficvciow itmn) wiii«)titlt9 chmvb: 
liafk; .i«-ev«iy.'iig», ftapb^iqr.tbc sMvfriiini of [isen,- 
i^ Ibciioai^^tt ;|Kcl«fit. liu fMblea nCDurce. You, my 
hrfiihuuf 4M lywdelvt* > AtbnvMy ^^roof of ibit irutb, 
Mcvciii.wwit iDOryftkuH ,taa^ ^^^Mtf tbw in oar dtiy«, 
aaiIae«riwrtetaUtiKrBw*r»fMff4;j <.:•-. ...» 

. It 

n,oii,7=rir, Google 



4* ■ZlLtfOH'X«r. '" . 

It 4» of impOTtanw, tb«tefn« «» ezfH^fbe MAIfei -it 
foemiinoti am) fo deptorable tn tbur«''<now, the firft b 
undoulKcdlf in ^e vnM of tbote dirpotkiom «rUcfr«ugfat 
to accompany 700 to ihu ho}f pbee, ib' «H6t tv MihtA 
the word ot (atnrtion. ■ An* fbreTf, if St't*Mil-foiiBcrl]r 
commanded all believtfi to pur^ tbemfelvet before com- 
ing to eat the bread of life: if he declared to them, tW 
not to difUnguJA it ifrom ordiaarjr food Wit to reader 
tbtmfetvct guiltjr «( 'the hody of the £ord,' we faavfl no 
leTa rearon u> Mil fo» Aai ymt au|^ to prove foar-' ■ 
bt9a and lo' picpa* yout- loul bfllore yoW «ome' to partiifi- 
pate in that Tpiritual foo4 which we break for the people f 
asd'lhat not to diflingaift it from the word 'of taaa, im 
your manner of liBening to it, i( to render yourfelvc* ' 
guilty ev«D of thewoid of JefaiChnft. 

tht firft dil^firion rvquitcd'of-yoD by the fimdi^y of 
Hm. wordy when yog come to'lwar it, ii a fincere defire 
thatit-mi^benfehFtoyoii. Befo** Coning to ow tem- 
plet, you ought prrraielyt in yotirownhoufe, toaddreT*- 
yocrfelf to the Fuher of Light,' to entrttt him to beSdW ' 
open you tlitt ear of the heart which alone maltec fait Vmce - 
to be heard ; to give to hii word that efficacy, that inward 
nnAion, thofc attrafiioni fo powerM and fo fbccefiful in 
tbe-«ohver6iHt o( fiimerii that he mayovrrcone that in- 
ienAbMity whicbyonfaave opporcd to aU the trath» hitlwrv 
to hArd^; that he fix thofc ■nomraiary IscHnga which yen 
haw fo often experienced wlult liflening to 01, but wbich- 
bave'ftevcr been prodafiivB of ai^ confaqueocta lomrdi' 
yourfalvation ; that to ui be give, that zeal, that wifdcwc 
thai dignity, that fntnefi of hMf|^l| tbofirpiercing'ligltla, 
that divine vehemence- which 'carrin eonviGtion' to the 
hearf, and-whicb oavier fpeaki in vain ; that he fbrm'ta 
•nr hearu the jdtlb of- tbofe tntbs which be putetb in 

•ur 
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9k ■oilTii» ihot he Mibdfar ut'infcpfiUe' t«]Pt|iiti^Mttifet.' 
W'h> yovr'Genfurca,- Minder ikat we nuf be inoic'tilefiill 
k« your vanu ;. thatabe: «deht fd^fiie to anoomplifb your 
falvieion, ^uWy- bompenfate tbe waot of tbtire>istetm>dtari- 
«{ toui b)ruture;,and thalwefaonaumwaniiiAty, not 
by feeki&g to pteafe, but to bveyou. 

And furrly, if the irraelites, before approaching moaot 
&IUU,'. to hear the words ol tlM htvr^ifhioh ttic atigtl'Wafto 
uiBouHcs-to ihem, wcr« dbli^d^ iy tbe otidef of t^ Lerdt' 
to ptiTify tbcmfelvei, lo WaOj tberr garnentsi afid-evcfltd 
abftain frofn the holy dutiei of -tearriage, iii a^ tO'prei 
pare ihemrelvea for tbat grand bperuion, and to fcarry'ito-' 
tiung to'tbe foiot.of ibe Moontarh AinwDftby of tfae'J^Aaity^ 
of theiaw Aey went: to bear ; it it not,' faju » boly-faiber^ 
much mora reafonable, w4ieft yon eome to Hear tiie Words 
of: a^ Wave -holy U*, that yea' bring there -M'^lcBft tbold 
precauiotis of faitb, of piety.' <A extemd refpe^,' WUdi 
mark-te youa Gitcta« 4elire of eotiformiAg your mamtm 
to ihoremaXtoA wlHcbweirettftRdouAeetO'yiEHrP WW^ 
IbyJifCdtrclt! art the preeepU of Je&ji CbriS^ tbe woHa 
Vfetemai life,' to be liftened to with Mt |irecaut«m than 
difl^«rtKoaBceft of a figurtfiv« law P la it becaufeltMy art 
no Iwtger announced to you by ao angel from fecavto'^ 
But are not we, equally as be, tbe ioArumnui of God to 
promulgate- hit word, md; like bin, ib tteotft fpnak ia 
hiti^e? Oidtbeangdapon'tliedKMiiiuiln'beKrnioiieditf 
mark- of; ditinity than we -bear «f -him? He- Wrote (he 
law-upoataUesof 'ftone; thegrtfcof our miaiftry en- 
gravea it «ti beaTU.< He ptoinilcd miHc and hooey ;- add 
we.annMooe Mal'tadcverlaAir^ riche*. < The thunders at 
bnvefli whidi accompanied hir nenaeei againft the irabf-. 
^ffort ol<-lhe law, -ovcttlirow-tthe people firuck wkh- (er^ 
• 4W tt Ibe io« xrfibe niunlailt: biitwHu-'werc tkefii 
•i thr^enings 
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tineitcfjngi. mi tcofMcal n ate i ift ia^a, ttair dim da. 

Mapahd to thM Nctnll : atfetyr; «likh ve are alnrfUJ 
c4wtinid^.ta&mdiiodKsiditfanpt' ^ InroEGodr 
S«iwntt:wiMt«B«efi<aia4keMiiiiAi7;wfaickwefill, and 
whu it there here, eitbcr4efi iwful «ir tefi nTpeSable, lli^ 
upon mount Sinai f 

. .Ao4. ncvenbdcEi, wbM prtpantion* acconpany yon to 
fcaAiM roh^aa^fa^cktfay^sclpffi? AvaincurioC* 
ty which yoq wifli :t9 gntif^ ;■•• i^fome ieilun which 
yfpuaif wellplaitrpdto.b(iHe:aiiiuf«t>; f^ligicn^ (l^oSiclti 
tb0,pk4^4qt o( wh><^ yoa wifii loQnrc;: a «aRom vhtA 
you S(Alow, )»enufeaifW)fl4bltthnd«ftHl1t? Whatd* 
]htwir? ThcplciOm; paH^ifinoS jtk»6n$i.naatt. hy 
imitviits hin refpc^ f<y th* w«wl vf Uw (|Df|i«I, and. hr 
HHuft 4fl^;pivkr to MUaS: hi* regnrili .dnd tbofe 9S-4ivi»t 
^aepcf } Oiice ifuw. whwdplltpqw ^.Heihfips vitwi *UI 
morf ciimio^, auflfff which w« c^tuwt iiftafc withoMl 4Bt 
gCKMoK'the-digifilrof oiuriiuwfijy.: J<lp iMtiv* of fiAnn 
tiop ie^df yoM l^rre; Ao view of faith prppWCf yoH, a* 
(eiitiiw»t of piet/ itcMtBpMK* Jou to ithUptoM; JiB 
wiai^, yowcoaungta UAahio tho Jtolyvord i»ai»voifc 
^ icligipn. , . 

. firft qmfe oF Ifce itiQtiUty ff onrAwiftry. Forho«f 
iiitpvShle.that > prooMdmg, akogcthsr frofa^e fend • 
jifpoBtiontograce ? A3idifa4l.ii|lhi»in»ltitt)det)f bbUerofi 
aflcmhkd in thit holy plt^e. thf go0dn«/»«lf Cpddjftia- 
gttifl) ypu Iron iragng-tbie fronti, tp ppcti joufi hwt f^ 
tfiewonl oi-lillp; yoi) vihp I«y]e hnXfhifJiithcriaDty tboCi 
afpo^tionf which are iM>&caJini]ite4-te keep *t« ^ftamtf 
thMQiw«yP Mytin»bTeii.at'ndIgt«i]i«tlLt)adiiitggT«id«^ 
in GOe fe^ihw iU cbaEgfr'o( Ae dpariDc Ai^ tftMk 

li 
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■£» fSetf JiLewUefan^ riodva^ To ifflpKfniaili &ner«hi^ 
jvqifin* more retigiouvjiitciikiaM.-tiiM^'pnpa'^t^tiW^ 
■JtOi WldA being irdi inftrndcd ni. ctwm;.' '-'' 

Ittf. tlw' hdir. placa, iii,.B 'Afpofojon* of gt1«f Ut j (hfenl^ 
.fottntkd imthrfiiild.Fmir^ultt^e ^idhmtl tettped Fr<Mi-(b 

ihb(e AdAigi vf. rc6iiiflaii£Moif, Which; ihe'^Lordl 'umm^ 
fiicjamHtr%o('t)A wad^hkdbtifpfiHeiibyi^rikmt.ytlt, 
■wfaifb/hav^jikMrb^eirKttndKl'wkb'in^ AoOCh'^tdwanb 
jrour Tslvitiinj. fbjnianjr^loM ^folutioini fftffnrcd ib-tlith 
fMcei' WbibbTeiqiei «9>prbt|)t(d a cbttige of Hfcl'^whrch 
Iwvb'laU.KaiiJbied'an-tic firftieffl^tlRiin.:. ^I^ywbitrrf thtf, 
ought mo{l to alana you, is, that all thofe inilhi wbtch 
have made only fuch momentary imprefiioDs on you. fte 
io iduiy^ witndbiE, -wbv iba{l -dnc day dopole ^oflyou 
baEoTcdie triUinatof: JiMb C^rilt: ui pV^^titti'to tU 
ritaebifa" tbb word iif-tbl gtdjtel'hatb tiiitedlitd tttuHi foi 
. ^vei'to repentancii fo vmy-'liititi hath irrrftidbred ]l6d 
morfe ODiirtetbyslioMiitiiiigthr^cboErttMtnilfte! F^th! 
on! tbis;.pmiit„adiiiit« lot no'a^bn; lindiF yodd«iii« 
utidiai^di yo^iif^ri'*tmA Tatpe&^mam hiU'^te than 
befDiV;,''bMaafe,: ti».aH your odutrdiiaHK'yMfldVfeiadded 
Aulofi-oflAdpaipt oi Ac'^bofy wonl; ' :> '' 

mU lKkKn,jaatMirihvitktAlf oitielitiMfn', j^onghe,* 
while ben^Hng ever dtcjUftj iodenunid'tt'))(Ai'rtdt : Ani 
lgoingtoUflit.a.w<}|4whitbllid(ju^'riifr,o!rtnithi«rfaic)f 
(hall deliver me ? Am I goiog to offer up to the compaflton 
pf GqU a'dAcik-aad-vflllin^fltMti -or to bit juftice f&Qi 
ttothMvoi (fooileBn^tiov aptnft inyfeir> tl hh»V' fo ton^ 
fiace'imiht hive;befli»!aii«»liieed to me, the' ti/teeof wbich' 

my 
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ay lUipofi Reference t«' the paffiont, cannot. waLm u^iy 
.ntind, 6>r. |n fpitc of^ByAtU dMyjnrixine ii»ranlly,a«^ 
knowledge the esrorof m^.vniys; ^yet, hawl taken «Ci^ 
fiep towards quitting them ? I have To long been wanici)* 
fhat jitt body ■<){ ft-QHri&iati is the temple of XJod f have I, 
in confeqp^ncei become intire tempontC' and thafteP I 
,luve To loDg beard- it .End,, that. rHiiine'ofn 'hi svtl, 
ji)>tflE it 9Ht, and oaftit Tai'froln thtef' have I itlaiiwd 
.Arengtk Ibr foch Iep>rati«ixi,. which i know to be foiadir- 
It$a^al;^Jl«Yw4■:IDy r3lvatiod7;I,bave b'ldog been toli^ 
4>attO)defer, i» I have dtu)b,:'frQm-:<layito day, my ftxa- 
.lence, ;i< <o b« fktenpinnl to die in.£n ji 4° h «ven now^ 
^pd vyftif. mon dirpofed to.quit'piy deplorable fituaticnv 
and wii^iLjivittinghckit to begin -.the wnkoiny faJva> 
iipnP • -i ■;; 

, GreatGodl CearenM togive me-aJiMrt rufceptifafeto 
tnithi, which alwayi;afieQ, Jmt 'never change ine; and 
ptwifii apt -thcabttfe .which. Lmake of thy word, b|- 
^epriying.it, with regard to. me, of that efficacy whicb 
tht>ulli)l permittcft it-to have, in order to recal me fFom 
myerron to penitence I And, :mybretfarea,.howmany be* 
licveia w;ha ^iQcn to ipt^ fbrnKcIy Eeeling t9 thofe troih* 
jvbich we.aiinoujice, no longer oSer. to. them iraWr but « 
tranquil, and an hardened Jiekt ?. They mgteAed.tbofe 
happy times, when grace was yet willing to open this way 
of convcrSon; and ever Gncto rocontinuinl.aiid fd fual a 
negligeoce, ,they liflen to Ul with indifiereoce^aod the 
oioft terrible truths in oar mouths, are do longer in their' 
ears, butfoi^fdi.qg.biafi,' anda tinkling cymbal. 

, Now, laOt your own hearu, my brethren, if thiskding 
of forrow, for the little advantage you have httbcito reaped 
izom [a many iii|ru£Uoi>s* U «r«tt known to you i Doth 

that 
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llit aWwaia>M4p, With wU«h yflu etan4 b«V, WMMi^ 
'inaNA tnnowAsc tint HfftSltmi ? Dg not tite fame ikiim 
'mU and vaito c^tei, MUch fit yon for prdisiri ^ofiackyt 
"aevmifmy faa'totmt inftniiAioat, #h«rd tht wotU it 
-wodnaiwd f Do yoa niaketke TniBllcft dtficmtcf ifttre til 
yaia appearancfef A*d AtA k not fcAd* eitUr that Vr« 
Me t6 aotioimce the tbdifli aaxiita* of the tbeatm, «V 
lUat 7«B cams fbr ths fab jtuqiore of inTuItingi By an 
iodecent carriage, even la the eyei of the «orld« tbe h(^ 
tnaxiiiH of the goTpel I 

But what dol &y^ njrdcar hratcr f Fat from repraaeli* 
Uig to yourfclvn lb many truths, bekrd hlthefto witboM 
froitt alu! yoaim perhapi delighted atyour infenGbility j 
you perbBfM priile yotirfelvtos and ihdulge a dqrlorable vanj* 
ty, io UOflun^ to trt with tadiflfcrmce ; y«U pcrhapi con* 
fider it at giving' yoa Mt air of CmTeqimicet aofl. aa a proof 
•f ruperiority of miad, that what otfaerl arc iBeOed b)i> 
BmuM leaf* jrou tnlnquil and. calm; yo« pcrlups make a 
tain hoaft Ol your iarenfibilityt It fenu, that in you ft 
would be a wcakntfi to he a&3ed by truths, which lor* 
Inerly triumphed ever phliofopbcrt, and Cvfan ; by tnilhai 
cvidtntJy come dews tiota heaven, and which bear witl) 
(hem fuch divine tnarki of fublimity and wifdoiti j by 
tmtbi, which dp fuch honour to man, and alone v/otihf 
ttt tcafon ; by truths. To foothing and conrolaory to th* 
beart. and alone caiculated to beftow tntenui wanquiltity 
and peace. Lafify, By tnilhl, which piopofeto in fuch 
grand intere&s, and towards wbteh we can ntvtr be iiidif-> 
ferest, without folly and tnadoeTi. Yoa vaunt the llnls 
fuccefi of our ifal. and that all our difcourfta feave yoa 
kxa&\y a> they fotud yoa; and in deelaring this, yOit 
Ihink you are dcring bcmoDr to your reafon. Z do not (uf 
ID you. that yoa iak* a beaft of beii^ in Uial d4^ of 
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bffa^ and in tlntAate c^ ivprobMion^idiiraoir.ij^' 
beyond refborce, aod which ii wohhybotb of faonor 
pity ; but I fay to you. that the fureQ and moft efiab^ 
i-.marfc oE a light and frivolioinraind, of-aweakand: 
«d rcaloa, oF ut iU-tonned bean, eqiially iiica|iable 
Icvation and d^nity, it' that of f^ing notbiag^wlacit 
a, which aflomftes. which (attsGcs, and which ia-*. 
lb 50U, in the wife and fubUmt* truths ol the swrality 
[ofas Chhft. ... 

or the Cnnen of another chaiaEler Hill preferve at leaft 

le remains of itlpe& for, and a ccrtiui conrcioafiicfi ' 
[fac truth which fubUfis with a life altogether ■criaina), 

yhich is always the mark of a good hoaii, .of. a heart 
icfa Oil) retains a relith for good, of a judicious rcafixif 
ijch, though .led: away by the weiJd «u] the paffio))t. 
)ws to do..juftiM to itfttf.'Aill feels the forcci of that 
:h'whicfa condemns it, and leaves witbia us refourcM 
lalvaiton and repentance.' Thefe fioDsra, at leaft, ac-. 
■wiedge that we are right ; th^ drange notbt/^, it is 
!, of their manners ; butthelrathi .atJeall, aileAs, dif- 
bs, agitates, and excites within them fomc feeble defireB.»f 
ntion, ' and hi^es tA a future converiion i .they are forty 
iad themfelvea even too fufcepiible of the terrors of 
h-; they are almoft alraid- of liOeoing tout, .left they ' 
: that falfe tranquillit}-, which is the only comEort of 
;r crisKs;. on' quitting our infirufiionc, they fe^, in 
ipatioMi to enliven a fund of anxiety and fadnefs, whidh. 

truths they come from' hearing have left in .their 
1; they immediately hurry into the world and.ita plea-. 
cs, ^withthat inward fling which the word of God hath 

in their heart, there to fcek out a* footbing and deceitful 

d which may draw it out, and which raay.clofeuptbat 

lutd from which, aloae its, cure oitght .to flow ; they 

drfad 
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flMI tba b'e^ag-ot Utdr. cliniis ) tbeytnma^ -tbeir 
■itead diajt ^y may not'fee that light which :aMnBS.Io<)i&iirl> 
jSie cwnfort of tbeic ileep. The^ k>}ie thdr paffiom, -I 
-^t»fUi),'' bfjt, u letdj they intuit Mt .the :trutht on tht 
<coiith»y Aey rfaidet-flory'b>1}i>'ni^hi,'.b)r':ete9i^ da- 
^cfRc«'>g>iiift:tt-: tbtyiare 'feeble' fivlent wh(>, dreading 
Ibeiv'dncdpabHtty of dttfenoc-agURft God,:liy ■ from. a»i 
AunUto. ^t. for y9«> yon iMiiea vain^^toaEboti 
of liftening to him .w^b. intHSv^QoU, md hgl dn!«dl«g 
him ; you find it grand and philofophical to have pUccd . 
ydar^lvos id>ove-«U-tHer» vstlgiir iKcron'; you- bcli«vf< that 
the ptide of youc rttfiti* Would be di^ioikouied b]r any r«- 
Hgioiis dread f^setdwihilt) you an iptcnijtlfy ihc mcancft 
An6 iht mo&cwrnT4iyf4>4i tbemiJi ,i^e&ai by the .firA 
•jdnger which' tbreat^tv you, thc.mqoft 4UhraFte«d l>y thr 
fRudleft *cci4uK* lib? ii^,A»ul^ccKk-oE.:emry:tm«liHM 

Jiope and. fear of th^^Mt)],: you.iuq^e-yQHirfcIf upon.w 
undaunted oaunftc ag^Hifi tbe uut^;.tt)^>ito lay* tbil 
you^brc fo^vSad of eveiy tht;ig )ir^qc^ i»:m(pn and vnlgw 
in far, and ypK'artt a)J}amed of havtae i,hM only pmtiwl 
of it .which it 4viiMK4:aTi4 ■'cafbiDiiblc , yoq; have nftjei 
4iAance to oflPer {igainft.the yra}^^ aqd-you aia^ a wa 
ji«rai!& of a fanAIefi y^ur Ag^ioft God. 

, . Se««od dij^qfitioo which ^i^ht l» acc«ii>pany ymi to 
our iqftmifiionit j) fcnrow for tbc -tittle truii yoo; bai'" 
faiUMFto reapsd'froaitheni.- :T^ laft difpQGtioa it .a giater 
lul'teling for , that ii)eaa.af ^Ivatiaa ftill provided for you 
by G^d, in {wcfervingthefacc^ trail ottho-trntb, and4B 
fontiafiing a^id' you the fu^ellion of thofe misiAcfVi 
alone autborifed to annoitfic^. to you the. hioly woriL 

In efleO, thenoA t^En^U>le cbafliffCBient with which Ood 

lbRiwriy-flrg(^.the iniqtiiuef of tii* ptfopi^, was that of 

. , rendering 
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feadeiiagMi«oid'nc**iid>rceiwisit«ft^ilMm. iLthf 
li^tlnbm^ in».fit3fhtt Amot, '> And thejr ftktt traiKkC 
f fann fta to fn, and fibm tiie caft cvao la ite wai^ 
^ ihtff Sail ran to aail fi» to faA tW wo«d.«[ tlw Loidb 
" tod flmU uMfiod k." Ami notwlf b««MM)ta> nifa^ 
Vue propheu ia Iftiel, but b» liktwife pamotW falft 
«MclMf>i to. fpring «p fanong U> fVOph. «<W twacMI 
■Iw iribMsw*; (Mn hH »orftip« «n4 pffcticM goAiladiMa 
Wbick tfaeif (2tkM« lud mvc* ksowa, > - 

' Now, nybreiteifB, ft to a figml taartf «f Godb ifaf 
flotvithtiuKlkig tlM i»4))ritiM which fcetn to ha** atv^Md 
«D their uMutft height iRwi^ yout ha fliH-nih^ nptajm 
ftfAiet* tmi f»tt»n, who hoM ant. a (ountl brA faullMl 
-awd. It ii a aw* fia^ikr pNtaftiaB of dit.Lant, thli 
mat hath not becB- p e r iai urt t4.^vail fl>Mv tnnb' aoniif 
m. And wbn have }<wdoM to laa^l lilt haio^ilHit^if- 
tiaguiftet) (mb fo nAiy other MtioiuP Why i»itth* 
yeoata not involved is the lute eoD^fnaaHaa I Whjf. 
Iwvo youdweh-in Ate happ^ iMH^of Gofhta^, -idoaefltoiia 
upon by the U^ iof hetrea, while att Ihc icll «( Hjiyp* 
«M* ib^^apeA In ^kncA? ll it net the fete Hwrejr al 
God who bath iBark«d-)NA aat-Aemanen^Jb w e j ' »■>■ 
tiea« which applaud thetnhlvn in Aeir Atot ? You are 
AUI'Uattcrt^careof'yoW'paftert; youBiUMociaafKia 
tbnr *aatha the 4oariiieoF «heapaMea» tntthflilttiMN 
upon ymt in a pure- and- #niie- llfeaiB { ChiitiH pu^ntt 
AiU refoand is ererf part with Aft ndxiiiM «! iiiA andof ; 
yiety; «ad, bypreftrvjngio you t]ia(lofinneamlthehle^. 
finpot inflni£tion, the goodaeft of -God-ttVpeuvidei for 
you a theofaiid neam of &IvatioD. 

Nercrthelela, when joa come (» Hfteo to -»», A>'yoa 

fignal 
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flgml MefiNg oC^Osd, tki chirgc tit lUs'trath wi4 of'«U> 
feolf word, Mrfakh be hath pralerml, ind penatfttctk flS 
U bt imiMuaed to jtoa ? Do ^ou over fty .irkkthe iptti. 
pbct,' •* H« bath not iait fo' with amy nation {' aad w M* 
'*hi« jadgmcMf, dMf Isrt MM fctwwn Aam?" 

Ala> f yM bring berff «n1j< wnJty'Mid on invKfio^l M> 
fHft>; •fb« ffloft wvarifttme 't>t youv BKM«nM we duA 
<«rhUb yo» empjoy in ~ Hft«ning to truth* wbicb- dughi t4 
■ovpAfc the wbolt coafohiktn of ^onrlife. WcaiVBwe* 
cM)^ to Tcfpea year tangoun anJ di^flt, i>f ^le* 
MJBfjIing homan ormnwali with the truth, «thti)b w'thtfrebf 
WMkM«d ; it muM itidnd appMr tbM wc oonr ban <• 
l^ak 16 jw« loFOurfeKn } amd you giv» iha hmwMUiK- 
Don ts us M ytM <to l« traablefeiii* mcndicaiui wbb an 
IbKeivhig ysttr*- fivdvr. Vby-bMc n* tttgrd fw MOBiana 
«oeti|»ieJ ^Ibe lri>rOtM» ploafdrMoT 4 profiiiie'fpiaa(c1*« 
#eve riooM it h ibM wery Ihoogbl of bofiMfi, df fart— ; - 
•M of finrity M rqraed wmiBtruflMV *»d ibai; dtcHb 
fflfgotten, 1^ »(ni), ft>med for n«rt ftriouK iMMM/fedb 
v^baviAitf oVicbiBcriealMtvcaMKa,* It ]r fiwit ibfnM 
that yoti rtwayt totatvnt occuiplei arid MiglitMt wkfc te 
fcferrionrmakfmr^vilitilgMed'tiy a triMhialibane. IAm 
tftrefl wkh Mnf^Mnv oH ikoTc patu 9Aiich to** nnAi te 
OMlt -dangerobi ia*pt«ffion* Hpotf the faeirt } :y«u ««M filU 
ed with tbfclr mMmlinnce even to the 4b<N ef tf* alOMi 
Tker&iuMgei, <»fM*lto imtoccRc^, e«ff «» IMJ^ bt irft 
fiiced I while, on quitting the word, die only portion re- 
aiaei by ^air memoiy i» pctbapa Ibe Mrftttrf hUa wbs 
InA anaonnecd it to you. ' ' ' 

My fcrethfen, God no loHgM- pnniOietfr m a grirniift 
nmiiKrtbecontnnpt of bihword: He, nodoabt^'niigtt 
Mt Owf^MtJUago^ tmitf iMt bai^sroin Milton wN 

' ' ; have 
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lavi nfewr beardUi name, and abandon aaew bfl htdagfi 
Jit nt^ draw from ont of their dererti ferocipus and iai- 
-fidd luttont, aod^deliverup to-tfaem our^emplei and'our 
Iribilatient, a< be fommly delivered npthoTc cburches fa 
celebFaied, wbich ibe Tut-tnUion. the Gypemns, tbe Ain 
guftinc, had illullrated, and where now not a trace of Chrif. 
^ianky renuins but in the inriilli which Jefui- Gb^ift there 
nceivMt Ukd in tbe (bacMes-witb which belieycrt ax itberc 
Jnded: He i&igktdoit; bnt hea^gcfh hiralelf riot* 
feeretly, and perhaps more terribly. He leaveth to yos 
jRilltbefpe£hcleand«ll the outward cereipony of the preach* 
ingof tbcgt>rpel,'but he tttrn#tb the wholf Frait'of it upon 
*fae fiaj^ and ignorant tnbahijt^nWoftbG.cotinjTy:; tbetei> 
■KKB of faith arc no loiter but-^r them.; He noi longer 
Vitbdrawetb hii prophet)-fram'Cittei:>b^t,)ie.^eth away 
from-tfariB, if I may veotdrefif by to, Aepowec andttlk 
infloence of their niinifiiy ; he flrjketh .thefe iMy cload; 
w^dTyadia(id\infrui(laln«ri.; be mtefh-OfMyfiu fu^ 
«« render tjuik flowry.aod:bffil^Ful, but yrho do.not i«i-r 
der H amiaUe ; who pleafe, but who do-Qol oOovert you; 
jK'pemtktetb tbe holyitenrortol-hisdo^netobe Wj^ken- 
«d in .oUr 'tniJBtba : b9 no longer draweth l9.r4i from tbe 
treifores or:hi« metcys gi^pd.cbaraQen like. ttuiTe ratfed 
up in the agei'Qt ^xm fotefpthcrt, who rcA^n^sd cities an^ 
JtingdotDS, who led the great and the people* apd wbacban- 
ged the pahKCS iff kingtMntpboi^rei^of pqiiteiice: beper.* 
auttetb*b«itwe< vreak.meii, Succeed to tfae^_i|poaolic men. 

• '>Vlttt more (hall lati? We aOemble here, like Pan) 
Formerly in Athens, itHe and cjipous IjpeQatort, . wbofe 
only view is that of hearing jToffletbtng new ; while thofe 
who perform the funQioniof, tl^ir o^inillry, among your 
<ra£^|i, Jee with confolanons, at their feet, hke Efdras. for- 
iDEfly^ Iwplc Ifraelito, ylno are unable. to reuin thei* 
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iMln^ it facaiiog only tlie wor<li%oF'tbe'hw.' W« uiule 
the leifure-amltheidleaeli'otrpriiicki and the greaii of thtt 
owth, while, in. tbe country,' holy minifien briog ibnk 
Jefiu Cbrift, and reip to abundant harveH : in a woid; 
we preach:)i6d Ibejr convert.' Jtii-tbiu,' O ray.God^rtbai 
in fecret thou exercileA fevrieuid terablejudgmeaU. 
; ■- ' , . L 

But, my hrethren, why 'may not we by hsre to- y«ll« 
what Paul and Barnabas formerly faid to the unbelievii^ 
JeWs? "It Wasoecellary thattbe wordafGodiHauldfirft 
V have been Ipoken to' you ; but Ceaugyeputit-jTi^yottt 
" and judge yourfelvet uowotthy of everlalting lifci, la^ 
"we turnlothegenlilec." We lhallthereForc.tunilotb« 
nations hitherto abandoned, towards tboie humble and poar 
people buried in ignorance, wjbo cuidvate your landst aad 
who will, with faith and'gratitude, receive that gnce which 
you rejefl. Ah! our labour would be mOch more avaiU 
ing, our yoke more ealy, our miniftry more coafbled t wc 
Should not then, it is true, reckon amtmg our. hearen ' 
names celebrated in hiftory ; but we would reckon tbe 
names of ihofe who are writuaia hfaven : welbouldnoc 
fee there alTembled all tbofc titlqs, and fplendid dignities, 
which form the whole glory of the world which pafleth 
away ; but v/e would there Cee faith, piety, and innocenoe> 
which. compote the whole glory of tbe Chriftian who eter- 
lully enduFcth ; we (hould not beat there vaia applaufes 
given totlte ^aoguageof the man, and not to that of faithi 
but we would behold tbofe tears flowing which are tho 
immonal praife of grace : our pulpiu might not indeed 
' be furrounded with Jb much pomp ; but our hearers would 
be a rpc£^le .worthy of aagels, and gf God. 

' Socb are the dirpolitioni which o^^t to prepare you. for 
9ur inftrudioffs. It, is oweSuy new tp infliuA you o« 
tiie nind in which you ought to li&ea to ui. 

Part 



Pa&tII. la onkr t*wai^ ioflrtiaEng yoii-oit tie aM 
is wUcfa }roii ought to liflcQ to ththol^ word, MisreifuiM 
Cd otilf wtMiGfii at firfi what are ia lutiiont^ aiJd itt «id< 
ftaittthnity, «biebudivia*t^deaninbafer^£Ua)'a&dd9b 
ffilenund ; iuMd, irUdi it tbe converfioa el hteta, d»t 
mandi a f^irit of fiudi, triach ftttvbw ia it only TutJi It^Mt 
at tmy enable it to quit iu «non. sod fuch lenwdiet n 
Wtf care in erili. 

. tflfy, I tifjf that iu authoritf ii divine. Yes, tti^ bre- 
llit«n, the word which w« aimouttM to yen it not oat 
word, but the word of him who fetideUi m. Fradi die 
HoaMat thatweareeA^ilhedby hta in the hdy mitiiftr/; 
tbnHigh tbe way of a I^tittute call, be willeth that yoa 
tonfidttr us. at lent by hiaa, as fptaking to you here on 
kii part, and at only leading our weak voice to hit divinf 
Worth. We bear, it ia true, that ttearare in veflels ot 
•attb) but it tbertby tofci nothing of itt m^efiy. Lik« 
thoGe t>iC6ber« which Oideos fonoerty enploved againft 
^ oneatei of tbe Lm^, tbe fouad may be mean and con- 
temptible ; but trotbt that divine li^t which Ood hath 
placed within ui, is no^ Irom thence, lers defcended 
from heaven, or deRined, like tbe Uinpi of Oidconi Ailf 
to ftrike widi teitor unfaithful fouli. 

Now. you owe, in tbe firfl place, to the autlwrity of 
this diviot word, a piout docility and an attention to it, 
rather in the light of difciplet' than of jadget. In effeff, 
we expoTe to you the rule* of Worfiitp artd of piety, the 
decifiona of tbe gofpel, tbe laws of the church, and thtf 
maxims of the holy. We come not here to give you our 
own opinioni, our prejudices, our thoughts ; this is not a 
pulpit of contraveffy, it it the pbce of tnith ; nothing 
wbishcaaafibrd mom for da^utaiion ought even to 6ad 
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place in the pulpit of . peace and of unity ; we fpeak here in 
the name of the chuicb, and are only the iaterpieteri of 
her faith and ot .her do£lrine.' - - 

Neveithekfs, how many of tbofe men, fo wife in their 
own conceit, and who pique thevfi^ves i^on fagacity mi 
reafon, come here witii a mind let againit, and, as it were* 
watchtulJy upon guard againft all the terrori ot the holy 
word I They make not a boaft, Ijkc the linnen wc have 
lately mentioned, of being calloui to all truth ; but tbtf 
look upon our miniftry ai an art at exaggeration and hy- 
perbole ; the moil boly emotions of zeal are only, in (heic 
Qpinipn, fludied tricks of human artifice; tbe moft awful 
threatening!, only the .fallies of a vain eloquence ; the 
mod incontrovertible maxims, only difcourfej adapted ra- 
ther to cullom than to truth. Such, my brethren, is the 
deplorable fituation in which the greatefl part of you find 
yourfelves here. You-always inwardly oppofe to that truth 
which we announce the maxims and the prejudices of th« 
world which contradi£l it ; you are ingenious in weaken- 
ing in your own breaft, by fpecioiis reaions, the preiend- 
ed excefs of ur maxims.; you come here to combat, an3 
not to yield to the force, or to the light of truth : you 
come here, it would feem, only in order to enter into 
contcftation with God, 10 invalidate the eternal immutabi- 
lity of his word, to undertake the interefls of. eiror 
againft the ^ory of truth, and to be the inward apologifts 
of the world and of tbe pallions, even in that holy place 
deftined to condemn and to combat them. Ah .' fuffer 
^hat truth, at leaft, to triumph in its own temple; difpute 
not with it that feeble vi£lory, it whicli has tormerly tri- 
umphed over the whole univerfe; opprefs it, and welcome, 
amidft the world, and in ihofe aflemblies of vanity which- 
error collefls, ^nd where error it eothfoocd. Zs it not 
• Vol. I. M 3 enough 

I J .Gdo'^Ic 



^H 



«XItM«H XV(» 



fSDugb that you hvrt baniOied k ima the worlt!* mi thm- 
it 44re no longer fltfw hlcIC withaiit being expolcd lo de-. 
rinoo* and cenrtirei 7 Leave to u(, at leafi, the mebuehol^ 
confolation of daring dill to pubJilh it in the face of thofc 
«lurB wKich it hath raifcd up, and which ou^t txutiy to 
ficrve it, at lead, aa a place of refuge. 

' You accufc u^ of exaggeration. Great God I And 
ibou <»>e day wilt peHiapi judge U£ for wc^Kning the forcv 
and the influence of thy word, ia confeqnence of not 
giving fufiicieot confidcration lo it at the feet of the tritart f 
And thou wilt oae day perhapi reproach ui for having ac. 
commodated the holy (cvertty of thy gofpd to the ioda)- 
gencet and foftenings of our age I And thou wilt perhapa 
laage ui one day among the .workm ol iniquity, becaufa 
the lukewarmncrs and negligence of ou; manntra have 
taken from the word which wc announce that terror aoA 
that divine vehemence which can only he found in « 
Ipouth confecrated by piety and by penitence ) 

How, my brethren ! The truthi of falvation, fuch aa 
Jefus Chrift has fet forth to us, would be incapable of 
alarming confciencei, were the mind of tnan not to add 
extraneous terrors to them ! Paul formerly «xaggerMed 
then, when the Roman governor, in fpits of the pride of 
a falfe wifdom, and all the prejudice* of an idolatrous 
worfhip, trembled, fayi St. Luke, while licaring bin 
fpeak of nghteournefs, of temperance, and of the awful 
fpcfbcle of a judgment to come f Paul then exaggerated, 
when the inhabitants of cities came firiking tbur breafts 
melting in tears at his feet, and bringing into the middla 
of the public places the lafcivious or impious books, and 
■11 the other inftruments of their paflions, in order to make 
• facri^cc of tbem to the Lord ? 

■ . Yoa 
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Yot aeebTe tr of adtftig iiMtfoifBi) i<WdH W Ac uwA 
•I the ^oTjMl; butirtaere tftffhe eonftMnceS wdrtli wi 
diflarb F Wtiere am the fitlntfs whdtH w« «hMi ^ \^lHfrt 
IK die woritUf roult^ wbb, foiM^ ttittrdrVttf on (treir <Ie* 
furnirt ftoiii 4ur ^IcdulffM, go t4> dMt^etll thonirlveii Iri 
(he despaft'lbUtadAt a»it. Ky hol]» eJK«l^ of ptfhffcttctf', 
to Mp'Ma- ibe iMR»IuWii«{ii of fbeir pM aiann»s F TTki 
4gw wfairt hive pKC«M as ftvre oftt^ {ten fueh *Mfti 
pie*. Do we eveV WlifHffi f^ntl hrflanees now? Ah! 
Would to God, faid Formerly an holy father. thM you 
Goilld eoAi^iMoFhaviA^ifif)t[(«d«fiiyi;{e'fi»l#i(fitIiere 
lilltttaiy tenon t AV<n)1d lo Cod, faid R^ to (ome warTdFf 
f^ of hiitMc, who •dcttM bhti df eAa]{gi?i«fin| tU 
4B»g«rf and tW Mmtpti»fi ttt the w4¥ltf. tlmt a Tm^' iiU 
ftance tnifllK fttppoft 7«Ur aRrtm** AmiliitJf hy td 
yoa h«>e, «ii)ievcw«Ml«Mar<^thai>thA|tnMf«Mn^r, 
1WHiI(> tO'Go4tba«'flfciJMfe^M:A<;^<rfTel b^eflt^d' aiViif. 
drfciMlon tMM ti^ihArM to ale T Wdkrfd to God tRu yott 
fmi esampfc* Wiftr wMcfct* fefmneh u», iff juflfificafioA 
«r yewf cMrfitem r -AhlWe'wIrtb'^lMHM WMrid fiifM- 
ibe^blame^' ctftihfbat tbefM^eftBe flwwft tb<iM #M wMcft 
trcirtrepMichedf ' 

Alas 1 We manage only too much, perhaps, your weak* 
Mfs; wic < ftfii«tf, ^AfUftf' Mo Aui^i c'MoiAv w«i(ifh a^ 
^lig u(^geiIU»'ioHteratiedv}»th^fi:!aI'of^ppe«riri^^ eeal 
fttre the gtati&<e:iitlttpki fty WHieR they t/r* iaiharkei; we 
dare Tear^ei^ 1^ ^ ceWaW ikYef^Mtk*, hflfoarceo^ 
rnrrf Ihotrid'k^^M Mt'TlAhcr ott Ate ptrfuli thSif OA 
Ae Ticffi ; we «« oBliged «A coMfent tittrfHVtt wMi ftdV* 
ingtnidwt*^ ftDmifW, wMcb we en|t'>' to jflace' mK- 
iaedia^eiy iMtlei' yow eye, and evi^ your ftltation' fre*- 
^cMly Mkn tftrdsgh (fte exetfA of our prccaatfont and 
our tiimd' prudence. Wfan! fbSt I by ? WeriEileA often 
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foOMU fiMMq v$ I»iifc»i whefe-MHl ought to.^lww anaAo' 
11^1 «od cepfuFci; like the worMi woallow ^ourfelyei to ha- 
duzied bj nBnea aad titlei ; tbu- Vrbkh fonnc^l^ encau- 
lagcd ihe Ambroret iqtimiMctlur } ^ndt^bccMfe.wcbwe 
ypu refpcQ, yre oEtcBikctp back Jttint yxHii Uui Irutb 
which we ought; ftill -mpi^ to; rdl^f^}. 'yct> . after all'thia. 
yen accule u> .ol.exaggefUi'ait: oC Biisrftntipi»g «rafciwi 
iUtd of.fathit^ii^-filotnibcai'phBiMswoloar 0wa bwOp 
io ordCT to alvm tbofe who liflcQ :!(;»' IV- ■ . 



. . Bnt,..whM advaaUge ^aa\d we.ijra^ Troip a(i ait^te io 
Vawortbjr of that truth confided- to. ui ? ' Tbefit oyerflifiw^i 
wid puerile declaipatKinf mig^l.l'uittie vcifal^eloqitence 
qF thofeSophiib who„?midthP|QrgciaB Schools, anxioultf 
fought to aUt^^.tlifciplet to thftofielvicA, by vaunting the 
wifdom 'of their icS. ,But. foi Hf, r^iy •bf'etbrcn.. abl Aur 
vrifh OioQld.'be-tQ.have it ia our jnWf^.to ifOfjer y«t)r 
path-more nry.-hr.iiom thrpwj^g, froljh ; ^Q^clet in .the 
way. Whcidore flu»uld..Ye.:(iillteaiititP.yoa io thecmfrr 
pnrec^iiUvatioo,l>]r fiartiog np-clvntencaldifBfultiea ? It 
ia our duly to jiuopth Aich at may af^u^ty be fouiui ip.ii, 
■od to tCDder you an affi&ioghand, in oi^rt^/n^^ij-our 
weakneft. 

^ JtfoUuM, Biy.bieihi^„up<w dK;)aw4ar<Jprn« Cbrift; 
w^batdo.XlJ^? Ouly.open^he gofp^LBadifqad.; then.f)!a^ 
.jQU find that we draw a reilof dfrcqetip^-gy^ the Ijtvcrity 
gf iu.i«xitBi; theo, jbifipn cotppij^aiag/fl oqr excejlef^ 
yoif-witl yourieives, Tupply the:d4fi(jic;ipiea4>f qar'^leiice 
^ud ol -our .fo^eniogs, and will £iy to your&Ires w)i^ .we 
.divad to. fay, beqaufe you .could, nev^fr^.hea^r it. -Great 
Ood! To bear hii , cr«/ii e;iirery day, to 4erpi£G the w<vld 
and all it rontaini, to Hveaaa ftianeer upontfae eaitb^.to 
,«tncb.hiiafelf.totlieealoaej ler?souoce.all whicWflatten 

the 
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tbe.fopfei, iaCf^Obntlyto ijenavnce bimMf'.'tb.coh&Mr'W 
Iiappy thf^fe .wfao weep or wbo are afflided, .behold the Tub* 
ftvux ot tby holy ]»w,' aad vbich every Chriflian under- 
takes. O wliat can the, human nind a<M to' the- rigour, ot 
i^itAoQiinti W\«t cqaii:v^»aaafi»Qatayoawloren»- 
Jancholy w toon Formidablo to (elNote.? . Ctwfequemly; 
your rcpiY}acbei are niqrely. a vain.iangaBge-ot iiut worMf 
ftni :qne cti tboTc fathku^iorifpeakiiig vrixioh iid,dne.e»< 
amincit'^nd each adopu j ytoiwoeilfciei]c<>inwBnUy<briiflr 
iti.aad w^ien you fpeak can^i.dlyt you cpr{^g that we are 
;in thc; light,. ai^.tliat ibe gofpel U/a.pKntcHut'inuch tnoT» 
fcyereapd'.^ff. fearful fifr^. woHd.i ani kffttiMft wbo 
Joyc^it, tbaii.H.fPlil'l beppffifrlclvr DS.evcrM.he; . , 



,.. firA c)uf.y wl)dch the .aitthoriiy of thq .fafily .wofd~ ftufk 
ipf.yflij, .viPi ^dQfiilefjpifftt -. ' a ^.=^i. ^ v.^ ■... ;. .. . 

,, 5f<;opdlyJ yeu'cweiDith^wthwity of t4i»holy-*or^* 
fpif'fv^ifiQqfS'fiy, and in^vard apflieMioA ioi>iGVKyaiia/bit't 
t^al-:ift,t».4i^yitoibp a xigjvAn.-ezuntpalor ^cre' of. yam 
ftwniCpnfueaiiQ!; itO.hfVt.llloefriVtJy baton jraur^eyA, ;oa 
PPV (tld):. thb ft^te of youf- foil), and,-'>o,» the othe;r. the 
f^ift^s if^k^o »)nounqni:^f»[n]e^furBiyeiii[felf Kcohlttif 
jo; Lb^.T;^)?^ tc>i'f4rch.')iitDyoi4rrelF'hylhat.1igbt,:: to judge 
^ijrrcilf'byi th«(..law; ttt,)iflc«:»o,'aft if ad^Se^te'you 
4^iK. ^ ilY>;ly i;iuii» WMiQiuiced ' tO' tke jfrtvltibid6 ; - ta 
jlippfi^ferityfpfclfiw ihtiKy hcfc: before ^bnCbr^.^irfab 
jjpeaJrt tQiyobiAloQe tb>»i^ ctar-jnpulhj ^Bd.whoi irtidt w 
)KT)tperh4pl>for^H,alonj),';.Fart ^ay breAileii.rndianeihtM 
tak« to hiisfclt that truth which at4ckaand«ohdeibBibiiii } 
no one thinks himfelf an intereftcd perfonage ; it would 
^AibatlwerJonniat.pkSirat^loourfclwi'iiiantonuoClthe 
iKifuwfor (Jbeiptvtwfbe^BfDbatiDgtheiBrandthat'eheTMity 
•[ ffaafcfinsefMliotn.'WeaUaokiiao-.wfaeKui eiiftetac*^ Tb« 
.;; V lewd 
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kwd aai diSbliile piHoB ivcogBUiH noi btmfttf ia tbe ntoft 
aaimMed and moB flrikingtrMi of hUpaffion. The man* 
'loaded wiifa ill>Bcquired wcafch, and pfrh«[» with the Moot 
ind fpoili ot tbe ftofit, jt>iM with ut in ekpncatin; that 
vcfy iniquity in nthen, and Ami not that be judges binfelf. 
Tbe courtier, ceafuiaed whb ambition, and-itrha faeriflMt 
confoienee and intqriiy every day to that idol, fnukly ad-, 
auu of tbe moaonefi of that paflbn in hi* eqdab, aad-loc^ 
•pon it ai a viitue. and at a d^e^ experience- of the eouii , 
■0 himfelf. £very oat continually view* bimfelf by ctt* 
ain tavounUc fidei, whieb effeftoa)^ hinder bitti from 
•ver knowRig bimfelf fscb at be i». In win do we mark 
you, as I imy fty, in tbe aioft|>e>nHed nitiltn ; yoa al* 
wayi inwardly find out Tome foltened trails, which alter the 
»efai^liuK«. .You whir{>er to yOurfHf, I am' Aot this man. 
And while the public makes »^lipatioa of fuch firikinj 
truths to ut, we alone cither fucceed in being convinced 
^t ibey are Mt dnwn tor us, orWe osly fibdout in them 
tbe defeSs of oar brethveo ; in oar own exaSeft portraiu, 
wc fearcb cmk loteign likcncflk* ; w« are ingeiVicfuv in torn* 
hig the bknr upon others, which truth bud givento ut 
alone; the otaligaity of the- tfpplitatioa is th<j only fruit 
wbich we reap horn that pvAure' of our vi^ei ^ade frott 
the pulpit, and w* nifhiy' judge our bvefbrda w4]«re wt 
ought to have judg«d Miy ourfed'dfv Ahd tHusk \i, O 
aiy God*! that neo bteone cornipted,' iDfCipply ■every 
dung.'and that even the bght of truth leak wf 'tbefr eyei 
mfom then own eiron, a»d t^pem tbeM «rtly'<t0 ^ f«e ii 
- atbm eitbar wfaae ii not, or What ii dugbi U'lfiTC.kepi 
cntirriy hid from then I '''''',. 

Such are die dbtiea, wUth tbr awhOrily of 'dlt b^ 

wand exafi) ol yo« : lei; us now pivMn)^0'.l^i9'><t«1*"l 

M ils.aid. In cod, ny- httUtwir ymkalawi-u-'i»-<on^ 

verfion 
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vcrflcMi oF hearts, the cftablilhmcBt of mitfi, Utc dcltruc- 
tlon of error andot (in, and thefanflificationof the nameof 
Jefua Chrill ; all there ii grand, elevated, important, and vror* 
Ihy of tht mofi fublime fuoSion of the hierarchy ; and con> 
fequently, it it Irotn thence to be inferred, that you ought M 
Jtftcn to iM with a refpe&ful and rvligioui fpirit, which def. 
pifea not the Gin))licity of our difcourfcs, and with a fpirit, 
^ Ci Ivitb, which feeks nothing human in it, nothing frivo. 
Ions, nothing which doei not correfpoad with the excel* 
Jeacy and ^ dignity of in [end. 

I fay a fpirit of ftligious nfptfi, which defpifes not th« 
fimplici^ of our difcourfes ; for however enlightened you 
■lay in other iefpe£lt be, you ought not in confequencc of 
your pretended lightt, to claim atiile to negled the inflruc- 
tioni of the church to believers. The nn^on of the fpiric 
will always infons you of fomething here, of which you 
would periups have remained ignorant. If poHefled of 
that knowledge which ia tjie caule of pride, you will be 
ftreogtfaetted in that charity which edifiei. It yourmind 
acquire nothing new, your heart Hull pct^aps be made to 
fee) new things i you will there at teafi learn that your 
knowledge is nothing, it you be ignorant of the fcience of 
falvation ; that you are but a cloud without moifiure, ele- 
vated, it is true, above other men, by your talents, and by ' 
the luperiority of your knowledge, but empty of grace, 
and the fport of every wind and of erery paflion in the 
fight of God ; and, iafily. That a fimple and pure foul, 
Aall, in an inflant, be taught the whole in the bofom of 
God, and fiiaU be transformed from light to light ; while, 
on the contrary, that you, after an entire life of watchings 
and ardent Jludy, and the attainment 6f an ufeleft mafs of 
knowledge and lights, Ihall perhaps tfi»p for your portion, 
«nly eternal darkncfs, 

\Vhat 
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What a miA'akc, my brethren, to bairifli youffelvn from 
ibeie holy aflemblies, under pretence, that you already 
know enough, and likewife that you arc already' fulScienity 
verfed in all the duliiei of piety, which you have long pro- 
lefTed; and that Chriftian reading, and a fmail degree ot 
refle£lion in private, go a gieater way, and are atlended 
with more benefit, than all our difcourfes ! But, my dear, 
bearer, if youprolcft piety and rigfateournefi, what fwecter 
confolation can you enjoy, than that of hearing the won- 
ders ot the Lord publifhed, theordiuances of his holy law-, 
truths which you love and pradife, and oC which you ought 
(o wi(h the knowledge (o be' given to alt men ? What Gght 
more foothing and confoling to you, than that of your 
brethren afleinbled here at the foot Of the attar, attentive 
to the wordcof life, abfent Iromtbe fpeClaclesofthe world, 
and removed from the occafioni of Iiq, forming ho ly de- 
Cres, opening their hearts to the voice of God, perhaps 
conceiving the premices of the holy fpirit, and the com-' 
menccment of their penitence, and to be enabled to join 
yourfelf with them, in order to obtain from the father of 
mercies, the completion in their foul of the work of falv^- 
tion, which be hath begun to operate within them ? 

Not but that the moft confolatoty refources are furnifhed 
to Chriftian piety, by the meditation of the divine writings. 
But the Lord hath attached graces to the power of our mi- 
niftry, and to the legitimate calling, which you will not find 
elfewhere. The moil fimple truths in the mouth of the 
pallors, or ol thofe who fpeak (o you in their place, draw 
an efficacy from the grace of their million, which is not 
inherent to them ; the fame book of Ifaiah, which, when 
read From a chariot by that officer of the queen of Ethio- 
pia, was to her, as a book fealed up, and only amufcd her 
icifure without enlighteaing her faith, explained by. Phi)ip, 
infiantly' 
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inlUtitly bfcatne to her a word of life, and ot falvation. 
And, lafliy. You owe that example to your brethren, 
that edification 10 the church, that refpeft to the word of 
Jenis Chrift, that uniformity to the Tpirit of peace and ot 
unity, which binds us together. O haniOi yourfelves, and 
fo much the better, from thofe profane and criminal atTem- 
^lies, where piety, alas ! la always a ftr^nger, furring, 
^nd conllrained; but here is its place, and its home; this 
, ^s theafTembly'oF the holy, Teeing'it' is only towards their 
formation, thit our miniftry hath been elUbliDied, and tlill 
continue! to endure in the church. 

I have raid, in the fccond place, a fpirit of faith ; and, 
. in this difporition, two others are comprifed : a love of 
(.he holy word, irtdependent of the talents of the taan who 
iannounces it to you; a lafte, formed by religion which 
comes not here in fearch of vain ornamehis, but of the 
tolid truths of falvation ; that is to fay, to IJften to it, nei- 
ther with a rpirit of cenfure, nor witha fpiritof curiofity. 

And, in eReQ, your Tovc of the word of Jefus Chrift 
Ougfit to render you blind, as I may fay, to the defeds of 
^faofc who announce it to you ; in a mouth even rude and 
unpolifhed, you ought to find it lovely, divine, and wor- 
thy of all youF homage ; in Whatever (faape it be prcfent- 
ed to you, decked with pompous ornaments, or fimple 
and neg1e£led, provided that its celeltial traits are llill to be 
rccogmfed, it pfcferves the fame rights over your heart. 
And indeed, is any portion of its fanflity loft by pafTing 
through lefs brilliant, and lefs copious channels ? Did the 
lioly word of the Lord lofe any thing ot its dignity, whe- 
ther he formerly gave it out, from a bulli, mean anddefpi- 
cable to the fight, or fromactoudof glory; whether he gave 
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out his onclei in the midfl of the defcrt, apd in a tabernacle 
covered with the fkini of animals, or in the temple of Solo- 
mon, the inoft magnificent >vbich bath ever been nifed up 
to the glory of bis name 7 And did the faith of Urael make aay 
diflin£lion, when it was the liune Lord who every where 
fpake ? 

* Nevenhelefs, hpw few among all thofe who liften to u«, 
who do not conllitufe themfelvei judge* and cenfurers ot 
the holy word ! They come here merely for the purpofe of 
deciding on the merit of thofe who announce it, of draw- 
ing Foolifh comparifons, of pronouncing on the difference 
of the lights and of the inflru3ions ; they think it as bo- 
oour the being difficult to pleafe ; they pafs without atten- 
tion over the moft ftriking uutfas, and which might be of 
the moft elfential benefit to all; ^d the only fruit reaped 
by them from a Cbriltian difcourfe, is confined to the mi> 
fcrable pride of baying, better than any other, remarked itf 
defeats. This is fo truly the cafe, thaf we may with .juflice 
apply to the grealeQ part of our bearen what Jofeph, be* 
come the preferver ot Egypt, {aid, through pure artifice, 
to bii brethren : It is not to feek food that you ar^ come 
here ; it ts as fpies, ^o fee the nakedncfs of the land. It is 
not to nourifli yourfclves with the bread of the vord, or to 
feek afliflance and efficacious remedies for your cvilf, that 
you come to lifien to us ; it is in order to find oqt cai^e 
for applying fome vain cenfures, and tp (hewi your fkill in 
remarking our defefls ; which 4efe£ti ixe perhaps a terri- 
ble puniOiment upon you ot the Lord, «;bo, ia confe- 
quenoe of your crimes, refufeth more accontplilbed I^ 
bourers in his vineyard, who would have been enabled lo 
Kccal y<o)i,-to repentance. 
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But candidly, my brethren, however weak ottr langaage 
ifaay be, do we not always fay enough to overthrow you, 
to dil&pate ytfur errori, and to make you inwardly confefs 
irregularttiei which you are unable to jafiify to yourrelvei ? 
Are fuch fublime talemi required 10 tell you that forntca' 
tors,ntortionen, and men without mercy, fliall never en- 
ter the kingdc»n of God ; that un)et« you biecome penitent 
yov fliaH perifli ; and that it matters little to' become maT- 
ter 6f the whole- world, if you tbereby lofc your foul ? Is 
h not, in faQ, thlat very Gmiplicity which conltttutes the 
whole force, and giVea fuch energy to ibefe divine truths ? 
And ought tfaey to be ]eh alanning to the criminal foul, 
dioughin the m«ntb of the moft obEcure individual of the 
miniflty ? 

And befides, granting^ that it were here permitted us to 
Recommend ourfdvei, as the apoflle fonnicrly laid to un> 
Ifrateful believen, more attentive to cenfure the fimplicity 
of his appearance and of his language, and, as' he fays him- 
ftIF, his contemptible figure in the eyes of tnea, than 
touched with the endlefs fatigues and dangers which he 
,had fiinnounted, in order to announce' to them the gof- 
pe], and to convert them to truth ; -were it permitted, we 
might fay to you, my brethren, we fultain, folely on your 
account, the whole weight of a paiofal and laborious mi- 
liiftry ; our cares, our watchings, our prayers, the endlefs 
tmlings whidi qualify ui for, and accompany ut in thefe 
Chriftian pnlpiu, have no other t^eCl but that of your 
folvarion. O do not our paiiis entitle us at leafl to your 
refpedandgntinjde? Isitpoflible that that zeal which fuf- 
fers all, in order to fccure your faivation, can ever be- 
come the melancholy ivhjtA of your derifions and cen- 

fures ? 



■,Goot^le 



484 • s K H o H mi. , 

fnm ? Donasd of God, good and well, tlut, for the glory 
of the chiuch and fw the hoBoaroE hii gorpe), he raife up 
to hii people labourers powerful in Tpeecb, of tltore men, 
whom the fole unfiion of the fptrit of God renders ncr-. 
VOU8 and eloquent, and who announce the gofpel in a 
manner worthy of ils elevation . and ianfiity. But like 
wife denaod, that, when wc happen theiein to fail, your, 
faith may fupply the dcficicacici of our dilcourfet ; that 
your piety may render to truth, in your own hearts, that 
which it Ibfes in our mootha ; and that, through your un- 
rightcoas diftaftes, yon force not the roinifteri of the gof- 
pel to have recourfe, in order to pleafc you, to the, vain 
artifices and colouring of an human eloquence, to flunc 
nther than to inflruS, and, like the Ifraelites foroMrly, to 
go down to the Fhiliflines to fbarpeo thdr ioAruments, 
deftined folely to cultivate the earth ; I mean to lay, to 
fedE in profane teaming, or in the language of an hoflile 
worid, foreign ornaments to embelliOi the limplicity of the 
gofpel i and to give to inArumeuts, and to talents deOioed 
to increafe, to multiply, and to ftrcngthen the holy Iced, a 
vain brilliancy and a fubtlcty which blunt its energy and 
its vinue, and which fubftitute a falfe fpkndor in the 
place of truth and zeal. 

And now, my brethren, bdwld the laft &uk inimtcal i» 
I that fpirit of futh ; it is a fpirit of curiolity. You do not 
fufficiently dtftinguifh the holy gravity of our miniftiy 
from that vain and EriveJous art which has nothing in view 
but the arrangement of the difcourfe and theglory vA elo- 
quence ; you aflift at our difcourfes with the lame.vtew as 
Auguflin, ilill a linner, did in Eortto' tinwi at thofe of 
Ambrofe. It was not, iiiyB tfutt illafirioei penitent, in or- 
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der to learn firoffl the nKMitb of the niiD of Gftd die fccnt* 
of eteitnl lite, which I had fe long fought, oor the tkfirc' 
of fiiKNng in them Rmediei for the fhuneful andriDvetente 
woundt of my foul) and which thou, O my God I alone 
art acquaimed with ; it was in ordec to cxtmine whether 
bis eloquence correfponded with his great reputation, and 
if his difcouiTes warranted the uabMindcd applHde* which 
his bearers bellowed upon him. The tnitht-which bean* 
nounced inCcrefted me not ; ] was moved only by the beau- 
ty and the chamu of tbC' diCcourfe. 

And fuch is fiill, at prefertt, the deplor^le lituation of 
tar too many bdievert who liften to us ; who, like Auguf- 
tin, loaded with crimes and tcUered with the moll flnmeful 
paffions, far from coming here to feek remedies for their 
evils, come in fearch of vain omamentt, which amufe 
without curing the afflified, which- are-the meaoi of ouc 
pleafing the linner, but have notinfluence towards making 
the &nner difpleafed with himielF. They come here, it 
would appear, to fay to us what the inhabitants of Baby- 
lon formerly find to die captive Ifraeliies, <' Sing us one of 
" tha fongs of Zion." They come ia fearch of harmony 
and delight, in the ferious and important truths of the mo- 
rality of Jcfus Cbrifi ; in the fighs ol the forrowful Zion, . 
tiaptive in a finnge land ; and require ol us that we flatter 
the ear while publifbing the threatening! and the rigid max- 
ims of the gofpd. 

O you who now liften to me, and whom this difcoiufe 

reguds, reflc£l for a moment, I entreat ot you, upon your- 

felves; your cafe ia, «■ it were, defperate in the eyes of 

God ; your wounds, become -virulent through their loog- 

ilanding 
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AUdng, N»Mgflr)ai*eilKiofirbopcoF emt; yotrreviU 
pMfit, MM it (bon ; God, webrifed with having fo long 
bornn whfa you, » m laft otk ibe poiot of Ahkiog and o[ 
f«rprtfiDg ycfti : b<4iolil Um tteraal aileriei which wc fore- 
tell to jroti, and which happen every di^ to your eqiuU. 
Yob are not fa difiant Form the fuMlment j we (hew yoa 
the terrible fword of t^ Lord fafpended over your bead, 
and ready to MT upon you.; aid iar fron fhoddering at 
the ifterpart of your deftiny, or ulcen Uty meafurci to 
avoid the impending blow, yoa chiidifhly amufe yourfelvei 
in examining whether it fiiine and have a luftrc ; and you 
fearch, even in the terrori of the prediSion, fOr [he pQe- 
rile beauties of a vain doqaence. , Great God I How def- 
ptcable and woithy of dcrifion doth the Gooer aj^ear 
when we view bisi through thy h^t ! 

For, my brethren, are we then here upon a profane tri- 
bunal, tor the purpofe of courting with artificial words 
the fufTragca of an idle alTetably, or in a Chrifiian pulpit, 
and in the place of JeAis Cbrift, to inflruQ, to reprove, 
and to fan3ity you in the name, and under the eyes of 
him who Tends us ^ h it here a difpute for worldly faaie, 
an idle exercifc ol the facnittet, or the moll holy and the 
moft important miniftry of faith ? O why do you cmne to 
loiter away with oar feeble talents, or to feek human qua- 
Itficattoni where God alone fpeakeiit and afleth 7 Are not 
the humbleft inftruments the moft fuiuble to the mighti- 
nefs of hii grace P Do not the walU of Jericho fall when 
he plealeth, at the found of the weakeft tmmphett ? O 
what matters it to ui that we pleafe, if we do not change 
you ? Of what confequence ii it to ui the being eloquent, 
if you continue atw^s finoen ? What fruit can we reap 

fr<Hn 
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from your applaufes ; if you reap none yourfelves from our 
inRniSjont ? Our only praife, our only glory it t|K efiab- 
lifhment of the retgn of God in your heani ; your tesn 
alone, much rather tbm your applaufes, can prove oar 
eulogilim ; and we covet no other crown than yourfelvet, 
and your eternal falvation. 
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